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The early Nineteen-Fifties were watershed years for anomalous events: UFOs had captured the public
imagination and were rapidly elaborating intfo the complex spectrum of phenomena observed today:
sightings of Bigfoot-type entities were beginning to surface, along with even stranger creature encoun-
tyred flying saucers, falls of ice and

glowing jelly, the Vglikerst@PCONMNQyemnY...and thege-wt iilaivr
The unexg s—usuol n gutomobi indows—wds a widespread and widely
icl - : 954, There were waves that attained inter-
o5l prominence, as windshielg in Englang, the United States, Tang#G. and Italy shattered en masse
obvious reason.! Althoygf viewed in reffdsRgct as g clgssie y season” media creation, the pit-

stantial ang=amEguivocal than
many well-accepted Fortean
phenomena: in some cCities
scores, even hundreds of auto-

moblle windshields would be de-
stroyed in a single night: often B R E AKl N G G L AS
whole parking lots of cars would |
be offected.?

The typical windshield pitting or \ \ A N\ D
“phantom sniper” incident ap- \
peared to be the result of a
small, high-velocity pellet striking
the glass producing a cratered
entrance hole, with total col-
lapse of the window following (a
characteristic of safety plate
glass). However, rarely, if at all,

were any pellets found, and in atf least one inCi-  tom-sniper incidents occurred in eastern New
dent a witness reputedly saw some kind of drop-  England over the last three months of 1986 and
lets strike the glass and eaf through it.? January 1987. A large number of individual cases
A variety of explanations were offered, none of  were reported, falling into at least three separate
which were particularly convincing. Fallout from  and distinct series, defined both chronologically
nuclear testing, for instance, was a popular (if un-  and geographically (other reports or groups of re-
likely) culprit, while the plate glass industry sug-  "ports may, of course, have escaped media at-
gested highway pebbles and de-icing chemicals  tention). The incidents seem to encompass the
were responsible.* Media coverage was intense whole range of phantom-sniper/windshield-
at the height of the waves, elevating the subject  pitting phenomena, with no obvious unifying fac-
to the status of modern folklore; phantom snipers tor other than the breakage of glass, so it is hardly
were even used as the basis for a plot in a chi-  surprising that each series has been isolated in
dren’s comic book.® terms of news coverage and official investigation.
The concentration of the incidents in waves, like There is reason, though, to consider the possibility
that of many Fortean phenomena, was transitory,  of a synchronistic, if not a causative, relationship
and so was public awareness. By the latter half of among all three.
the decade. windshield pitting had been The wave began in New Hampshire, with the first
dropped from the media vocabulary, and the incidents taking place either in the town of Pena-
subsequent development of serious anomailistics cook, or the city of Manchester (approximately
largely bypassed the entire subject. Occasional  twenty miles to the south), sometime in early Oc-

incidents continue to be reported, and occasion- tober 1986. As often happens with repetitive phe-
al Fortean attention has been tumed on them ® but

in general, researchers have been content to ac-
cept the popular opinion that it was all only anoth-
er “Fifties” fad. However, the objective reality of
mass window breakages is still with us, along with By K VV MOO k
other phantom-sniper events, and in many cases ' !
the facts continue to elude easy explanation.

An excellent exampl %c mini-wave of phan-

-
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nomena, the initial stages of the wave were report-
ed only poorly, if at all, so it is difficult to determine
the precise onset of the two New Hampshire series.
A single incident on or about October 12 (there was
apparently no news coverage) may qualify Pena-
cook as the starting-point, since there are contra-
dictory statements regarding the chronology of the
Manchester series: one dating it from around the first
of October, another specifying October 21. For con-
venience, | will give precedence to the more north-
erly series, that in Penacook, while acknowledging
that it is @ somewhat arbitrary decision.

In any case, the early events were only a prelude:
there were three more incidents in Penacook, on
October 22, while Manchester windows continued to
be hit well into November. Then, on December 8, a
series of sniper attacks that would eventudlly reach
the national news began in northem Rhode Island, in
the area of North Smithfield. So far as | have been
- able to determine, the Rhode Island incidents con-
tinue one month.

Of the three series, that in Penacook was the least
impressive; indeed, it may be argued that four inci-
dents hardly constitute a “series” at all. But localiza-
tion and a common focus for the attacks (school
buses). justify the identification of a distinct group.

A short article in the Concord Monitor, October 23,
1986, reported that windows of three school buses in
Penacook had been broken at about 3:15 the previ-
ous afternoon. The school district’s assistant super-
intendant, Redmond Carroll, was quoted: “We think
that three buses were shot at with some kind of a pel-
let gun or something of that nature.” Two side win-
dows and a windshield were broken, but whatever
struck them “bounced off” the glass. and was not re-
covered. Although students were aboard the bus-
es, No one was injured.’

Also in this article, the only mention of the first
(October 127) event was made: “...A similar incident
occurred about 10 days ago when one passenger
window was shattered.” 8 Since Asst. Superinten-
dant Carroll was the authority for that statement, | as-
sume a school bus was also targeted then.

The location of the October 22 snipings is interest-
ing; they took place, “near the intersection of Main
and Washington Streets,”® which is to say, in the
very center of town. Penacook has a compact
downtown areq, with commercial and office build-
ings on the corners of that particular intersection,
and a convenience store opposite. It would be a
singularly ill-chosen spot for sniping, especially in the
afternoon.

There are no further reports of damage in Pena-
cook, although in the same issue of the Monitor, a
probably unrelated item stated that “someone
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wearing boots kicked in the windshield” of a new car
at a Concord dealership the night of October 22,
Concord is four or five miles south of Penacook.

Thus the first segment of the wave ended without
much furor; only minor damage had been done,
and press coverage was minimal. The Penacook
cases appear significant in retrospect, but at the
time they passed virtually unnoticed outside the af-
fected community.

In Manchester, a very much larger city in southern
New Hampshire, the developing situation was far dif-
ferent. During October and the first week of Novem-
ber, Manchester found itself under siege as window
breakages reached epidemic proportions. And at
that point, the media began to pay close attention.

As noted, early coverage was sparse (I suspect
television news may have carried most of it), and
references to the initial incidents were not available.
But by November 11, the Manchester Union Leader
was giving the local wave front-page status. On that
day an article titled “Police Ask Public’s Help In
Catching Vandals™ expressed the city’s growing
sense of alarm when it stated. “The police again
wish for vigilance.” ' During the previous weekend
(Nov. 7-9), there were 58 reports of broken automo-
bile windows in Manchester.'? By November 12,
when two suspects were arrested, the total number
of cases was placed at 280, with damage estimated
at $50,000.1

In the November 11 Union Leader article, Deputy
Police Chief Kenneth Murby speculated that “There
may be a certain copycat element,” insofar as
there seemed to be no geographical pattem to the
incidents. They had begun in the northeast quad-
rant of the city, but by then had spread throughout
the large metropolitan area.™

On the night of November 11, police captured two
teenage boys in the act of shootin i

ked cgrs.”® At that time The DOys allegedly admit-
%ing “more than 100" windows with BB
guns.'* However, when they were arraigned, the
number had dropped to “more than 80", and it was
specified that all those had been broken since Oc-
tober 21."7 It is doubtful that this date represents the
beginning of the Manchester wave; the Union Lead-
er had earlier referred to the incidents as beginning
about six weeks before;' that is, around the first of
October. | have not yet resolved this discrepancy.

Although the residents and authorities of Man-
chester were quick to accept teenage vandalism
as the cause of their troubles.'” the data suggest that
the balance of the attacks cannot be accounted for
so easily . Rather, those familiar with community re-
actions to such phenomena will suspect that an ex-
planation for some of the events was automatically
stretched to cover all of them.

Be that as it may, the wave was officially over and
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no one was disposed to raise further questions. The
two boys first pleaded innocent @ but later seem to
have changed their pleas.to guilty?’ so no evidence
was ever presented in trial. It does appear that the
window breakages ended with their arrest, but that is
hardly conclusive: if the boys were “copycats” their
own acts of vandalism may well have continued be-
yond the point at which some original agent (or
agents) had ceased operation.

There Is also an Indication of unrelated sniping inci-
dents prior to the arrests. On October 24, two students
at the Wilson elementary school received minor inju-
ries from “heads of 22 caliber bullets...apparently
fired by slingshot.” A juvenile boy was believed to
be responsible, but was not apprehended.? If the
slingshot-wielding boy was only a logical guess this
may be a valid phantom-sniper incident, one that
obviously does not fit the pattemn of the others.

Proper evaluation of windshield pitting events re-
quires physical data not always available. In Man-
chester, for instance, the newspaper coverage
failed to make it. clear whether projectiles were re-
covered in all, some, or only a few of the incidents.
Nor are details of the entry holes—size, shape, etc.— &

What's Causing
Pockmarked Windshields?

SEATTLE (AP) — Superbomb, supernatural or
uperstition, there was no doubt about it today, the
ne million people in the Puget Sound country were £
tirred up by the case of the pockmarked wind- £
hields.

Some were even blaming H-bombs.
And the mayor of this city of 500,000 was trying
o stir up the President of the United States. The
mayor, Allan Pomeroy, apparently was among the {
elievers that something, rather than someone, is |
damaging thousands of automobile windshields |

scious of something that may have happened days, §
weeks or months ago.

usually given. In consequence, even a single report §# “Tommyrot,” exploded Dr. D.M. Ritter, assigned
with specifics is welcome, and fortunately, we have §: by the chemistry department of the University of
such a report. [t Washington to assist authorities seeking an answer §

According to the Union Leader, one Manchester i to the riddle. “There isn't anything I know of that
resident, Robert Embt, actually witnessed a window ﬁ‘;“;d 1E°a‘}ta§s‘£(ga;’1’r‘;s“alsb‘:fakls;g dwtiggs:‘::}g:; '
breakage., or at least the final stages of it: “l was go- § a ng se

ing out to the car to fix the rear window defrost,” Embt § f°“.rhn‘1§;‘p2‘§p°1:?;l‘ust be dreaming!”

said. “When I walked around the carlnoticed ahole 8 (One thing is certain: the claims of damaged wind-
in the window and the glass was shattering. | could § shields are mounting into the thousands. And one
hear the crinkling.” % . thing else appears certain: no other glass objects
I spoke with Mr. Embt and leamed several pertinent £ seem to be suffering, not even side windows of cars.

facts. The incident took place at approximately 6:00 § The description of the damage varies from actual
P.M. (date not specified). Mr. Embt had heard “loud holes to pit marks covering every known shape.
cars” about ten minutes earlier, but when he walked ¢ Chips, scratches, mars, pits, holes, crumbling,
the length of South Hall Street he saw no sign of van- £ blemishes, blurs, blots and cracks. Some people
dals or suspicious vehicles. The window affected :;22 claim the damage has happened before their
was on the driver’s door; when he first noticed the . '

’ Law enforcement officials ar nvin that
damage it bore an entry hole measuring roughly & e vandalism was mvol?red ?nec:soes regggted :t
gpg'e"ﬁ:f Inch By three inches. He found no BB or oth- § Bellingham. Some, but not all, believe the vandal-

ism spread.

Mr. Embt’s observations are interesting. to say the Theg, this week, other communities south of Bel-
least. The entry hole he describes is a slot, nothing
like the round, cratered holes produced by BBs or an
air rifle. Also, given the mechanics of safety glass, it
would seem that the initial breakage must have oc-
curred only a very few minutes before the glass be-
gan to crumble. But the car(s) he heard had passed
a full ten minutes before. Finally, of course, the ap-
parent absence of a projectile speaks for itself.

One report, however useful, can not be taken as
proof of a non-vandalism hypothesis. Glass may
break in unusual patterns, and a projectile the size of
a BB may easily be overlooked and lost. But alto-
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Bellingham that couldn't be laid to normal travel
damage.
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gether, Mr. Embt’s experience is strongly reminiscent
of the classic windshield pitting phenomenon of the
Fifties.

As Manchester began to relax and savor the dis-
comfiture of its two presumed culprits, @ much more
serious wave of sniping attacks was about to begin in
northern Rhode Island. On December 8, a man sitting
in his home in North Smithfield was wounded by a 22-
caliber bullet fired through a window, signaling the
start of a month-long panic.® By January 10, 1987,
there had been eleven incidents within a five-mile ra-
dius of North Smithfield, targeting walls, house win-
dows, one truck windshield, and—perhaps incidental-
ly—three more persons. In several, if not all of the at-
tockgb, slugs were recovered and matched to a single
oun,

At the peak of the wave, national news media took
notice? and local law-enforcement authorities were
mobilized to the fullest. But although the State Police,
for instance, placed more than a dozen undercover
detectives in the area no arrests were made.®? At last,
after the eleventh incident (in which a man was seri-
ously wounded) ? the wave apparently ended.

Clearly this third serles was an altogether different
matter than either of those in New Hampshire. In
Rhode Island there was obviously a human sniper at
work, firing unremarkable 22-caliber bullets. FBI psy-
chologists even composed a profile for the sort of in-
dividual likely to be responsible, characterizing him as
a “yoslgng, militant loner” with “Rambo-type fanta-
sies.”

Nonetheless, there are intriguing aspects to this ser-
ies of events. For one thing, the incidents bracketed
the winter solstice, a period of time recognized as
having more than its share of anomalous phenome-
na. For another, there was evidently a bizarre focus
on the trappings of the holidays: several of the at-
tacks seemed to be directed at Christmas trees!®

Despite this “strangeness factor,” however, the
Rhode Island snipings would not warrant inclusion with
the other series were it not for a remarkable geo-
graphic coincidence. While there is little or no func-
tional similarity between them and the northern
events, there Is a definite spatial relationship: plotted
on a map, the three centers of wave activity appear
to fall almost exactly on a line running approximately
five degrees west of north. The second point, Man-
chester, is offset very slightly to the east, a discrepan-
cy that might conceivably be the result of map distor-
tion. Furthermore, if the Penacook series did in fact ini-
tiate the wave then there is also a chronological pro-
gression southwards. For what it may be worth
(nothing, | suspect), the distance ratio between the
centers north to south is approximately 1:15 (20 miles:
75 miles).

Is there any Fortean significance to these incidents?
On the surface, it does not seem likely. Tempting as it

35

is to discover anomalies, there is no compelling rea-
son to postulate anything more exotic than human
vandalism as a cause. True, the Penacook series,
and the Embt report from Manchester do suggest a
less mundane agency, but the suggestions are no
more than that, and against them we have com-
mon-sense logic and the fact that arrests were
made for at least a sizable fraction of the events.

However, anomalies can be manifest in subtle
ways; even the actions of human malefactors raise
interesting questions insofar as they conform to an
unconscious pattern. In the cases under considera-
tion, the geographic relationship, the possibility of a
chronological progression, and the common factor
of glass breakage do imply a synchronistic order-
ing. With that in mind, | feel that it may be important
to note any other peculiar incidents occurring proxi-
mate in space and time.

From November on there were several cases of
“mystery gassing” at schools in southern New
Hampshire. On November 18, the Union Leader in-
terviewed two teachers who had been more-or-less
severely affected by fumes in West High School.*
The symptoms, which were by no means confined
to those individudls, included headaches and upset
stomachs, and were aftributed to “concrete sealer”
being applied to the outer walls of the building.® A
similar incident at another school was also biamed
on sealer.* Later, an elementary school in Nashua,
a few miles south of Manchester, was hit with similar
symptoms, this time blamed on cleaners (chlorine-
based?) used to remove mold from inside walls.
Students there described an odor “like perfume;”
uncharacteristic of strong cleaning fluids, but very
typical of mystery gassing phenomena.*®

Mystery-gassings are conceptually related to
phantom snipings. in terms of an unknown agent,
and so are unexplained wildlife kills. On November
25, the Union Leader reported on an investigation of
ten Canada geese found dead at Beaver Lake in
Derry, a nearby community. A scientist involved
said that no toxin had been identified and probably
would not be. He suggested that the geese may
have been poisoned at some other locality, and
died only after arriving in Beaver Lake.*

On October 26-27 there were five car windows
broken in Deerfield, about ten miles northeast of
Manchester. However, two men were observed,
and their car described, so this is hardly mysteri-
ous.¥ There was also, in early December, a rash of
thefts from Christmas creches in the areq,* but since
there had been widely-publicized litigation over
public creches, this was almost certainly common
vandalism.

Finally, on December 7 there was a case of ce-
metery vandalism in Manchester. Forty-two grave-
stones were overturned, and some broken, in the
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Valley Street Cemetery between 2:00 and 3:15 P.M.
that Sunday.® “Tombstone toppling” is a well-known
and puzzling phenomenon. Although invariably at-
tributed to vandals, the logistics involved are often
formidable. In this case, for instance, more than forty
stones, amounting to perhaps ten tons of rock, had to
be uprooted from permanent footings. in little more
than an hour.

No claim is made for a direct connection between
the above events and the phantom-sniper incidents,
but experience has shown that anomalies of all sorts
tend to cluster, and so even manifestly irrelevant
data should at least be noted. And while it is unlikely
that New England’s broken windows represent any-
thing more extraordinary than the whims of vandals
and lunatics, it is nonetheless important to record the
evidence, and remind ourselves that dismissing a
phenomenon as being too absurd for consideration
does not make it go away.

Windshield pitting is still a problem for police and
car owners, and it is still an intriguing mystery for Fort-
eans.
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A front page LA Times arficle of 4/20/54 shows Gordon
Mills looking at the remains of his car's rear window.
Mills reported that finy pifs formed on the window in the
moming and by nightfall the entire window was cov-
ered with holes. Cracking sounds could be heard.
Later the window fell in.

In Strange Magazine Issue 3 there will be a window
pitting featurette devoted to the 50s pitting wave.



50's thousands of automobTlel v 1
ere mysteriously smashed simu :
bbins has located the TolIowing t‘r ““““““““
New k Times, April 24, 192132:1:4

London, Ap =.ohe mysterious b@g,wwm“”*zs
of men which has caus amage
by cutting and otherwise damaging
late glass win in London, caus-
ing a large financial loss, has in-
tensified its campaign, which has
spread to many places in England.

The plate glass windows ruined in the
London area now total more than 2500,
The band has been most daring in its
operations, but no arrests thus far
have been made,

%y

Windshields Stolen

Nev 23, 1972 125, Ttaly (UPD—

L0S ANGBLES TIMES Forty i
np at police headquanexo
Tuesday 1o’ report their
wirds ‘.w]d" stolen over-
night from paxknr] cars.

said.

El"‘
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CHANPRIGN -V
5.-TON WRECKER BALL \
VANISHES FROM CRANE |

Indianapolis, Ind. (AP)
When workers returned to a
1demolition site Tuesday morn-
ing, they found that the com-.
pany’s. five-fon wrecking ball
was missing.

1t had been suspended about,
200 feet up on a crane’s cable, |
said Loran Dowling of Dowling !
_.-I Construction Co.

ERIDE [DISAPPEARS

CATRO (UPI) — Under the|from a visit to friends whon the:
headline “A Strange Incident, ’il'md suildenly opened up uilc m‘

o he
the Middle East News Atsemylﬂ‘ woman and swaliowed her

Astronaut Says|
UFQs Possible

By JOHN L. CARPENTER

US. estronaut Ronalq
Fvans savs UFQs junidenti-
fied flying objects)s may be
real after all.

He told a news confcrence
at Arizona State University
today there is “a distinet
possibility” that UFOs exist.

But he hasn’t seen any
around earth or the moon,
unless you mean all kinds of
parhcle: that are flying
around through space.

EVANS SAID when his
eraft went behind the moon
and he left the radios on,

Mar

even though earth was silent, Tuesd - i fin an awful moment thal sent)
xwt;a;’d “a little sound — uesday carried the to mnb,mp hushand into a state off
story: yshork  for  which he was

Evans and the two other
Apollo 17 astronauts, geologist
Jack Schmitt and Navy Capt.
Eugene A. Cernan, were at
ASU today, telling about their
moon mission.

A dlyear-nld _\ws.‘,m,ennalized

{Miriat  Ahmed  Shihata  was! A vescue squad immediately |
i\\'ai‘rzing with  her  hw band,!urmcd on the seene. \Mhnu”hl
PAnwar Saxd, moan Alexandria m.) dug to a depth of 10 yards|
midnight last thvy failed to find the woman.
night. ShC had  becn - marvied  four)

o “The wouple was returannmmhs. l
R, N 40
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© Suwmlay, Jan.

Vandals erack
ar windows

More than 60 reports of van-
dals smashing car
were called n
district Friday night,

Sgt. Dun Toms of bricling
slation 3 at 1450 5. 24th St
said the rcports came from
the area oi WilleHa Strect io
South Mountain  Avenue  he-
tween Centra} and

Al the reports pomnted out

" that car windows facing the
streets had been brokei, he

“We didn't
denc e as to who did the dani-
* he said.
dunly done with a pelict gun,
but no one was seen.”

e s et ——

_qil.

s, In the

t Ronald

’ :'.na Republie
7, 1913

windows
o one police

Tth Strect.

find any evi-

YTt was evi-

Crude Qil Theft

Causes Wonder

RUSSELL, Kan. (AD) -
Someone i1 Russell County
apparently is starting his own
backyard refinery.

The Russell County Sher-
iff's office received a report
earlier {his wcek from the
John O. Farmer Oil Co. that -
80 barrels of crude oil had |
heen stolen from a storage
tank near here.

The theft was discovered
duriag one of two routine dai-

ly readings of gauges on the
tank.

Officers said it would take
two trucks to haul awav that
much oil aud were more or
less at a loss to explain why
anyone would want the crude

Dec 6, 1972
PHOENIX GAZETTE
(Green Editien)




