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I?\‘53"eﬁedivelyv ‘stopped the flow

FFICIAL POLICY on UFOs
switched dramatically in 1953.

After building its investigatory capa--

city in 1952, Project Blue Book by
the end of 1953 could no longer:ade-
quately investigate or: analyze UFOQ
reports and functioned mainly as a
public relations and collecting’ office,
This change was due primarily to the
_recommendations of a’group of sei-
entists who fonned the Robertson

cm@ THE

panel The eonvenmg ot th1s CIA-
sponsored.: panel. was a pivotal event
in UFO: history. Although ‘much: of
the ' information concerning . the

impetus for the panel remains in CIA,

and Pentagon files and 'is: therefore
_unavailable,. sufficient. mformahon is
accessible to reconstruet most of the

‘events  leading. to the Air Forces .

policy . reversal.

“The CIA bécame intereqted in the‘

UFO phenomenon during: the 1952
“wave of sightings. The CIA and some
high-ranking - Air. Foree -officers; -in-

<cluding Generals - ‘Vandenberg and.
. ‘Samford, ‘thought the mass of UFO .

reports m1ght constxtute a threat to
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the national security. It was possible

for the Soviet Union, or any other.

“enemy,” to use UFOs as a decoy in..
_preparation for -an attack on the . |

United States. It was possible that a

deliberately confused American pub-. ..~
lic might. think - attacking enemy o

bombers were UFOs. At the least; a

foreign power could exploit the flying =
saucer .craze to make ‘the  public.
doubt ‘official - Air Force statements*
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about UFOs and thereby undermine
publicconfidence ‘in.. the 'military.
Moreover;  the " volume. ‘of - sighting
 reperts in’ 1952 had clagged"&no
military - intelligence - channels -

‘thls ertainly would. pose a d,anger;,

durmg ‘an;enemy - attack.

With the information from the Bat-
telle ‘Memorial - Institute’s*: staﬁsﬂeal
study, it would be possible to’

the dangers UFQs might represent.

was not_ready to pregent:its ﬁmﬁng&
At a -preliminary ‘meeting “in ‘eay
December 1952, Battelle represent
tives strongly recommended that the
proposed CIA meeting be
untxl Baﬁtelle could make the results

A prmate réseareh organizatiuz; eomm
missioned in 1951 to study repori:ad ui?g
qharacterisucs. o
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fyvoo}h gnd CIA personnel Dr. H.

Chadwell, Ralph L. Clapk,

¥ and PHilip ‘G. Strong.
'ghe panel convened on Wednesday -

without Tloyd Berkner, who did not
arrive - until Friday afternoon. ‘It

) began by reviewing ‘the CIA’s mter-

est in UFOs. Dr. Robertson request-
ed that panel members investigate
the reports according totheir spe-
cialties. " For  example, astronomeg

Thornton Page should focus on. nged:

turnal lights and green fireballs and:

,physms : Alvarez on rgdar casess

tion. Later, Hynek outlined a sky-
watch program which rmght he an

}aujcraft nor reﬂectld

" soned that Newhouse probs

inexpensive adjunct to current astro-
nomical programs.” Trained astron-

- omers could photograph a UFQ while . . -
doing other work through a program

of this kind. Hynek suggested 10
different observatories where Blue»u
Book " could implement this plan. >

.On’ Friday morning Dewey' Fournet .
read a paper  on -reported UFO&

movements, concluding that the ‘ex- < -

traterrestnal hypothesis might ‘be
the Key to. the mystery: A‘lthough
‘impressed - that Fournet “had ' been
‘with' the’ UFO project for 15 months
and ‘wass an aeronautical engineer,
the panel members fcoUId not ;

-'green ﬁreba mystery General Gar- - &
land spoke, ‘explaining that more in-
jtelligence efforts coupled with better
briefings should be used’ o' sort and
- colleet” ‘UFO  reports. . He recom-
- mended declassifying reports com-

‘pletely ‘on:_a continuing . hasis- and
.increasing ATIC’s UFQ- analysis sec-

'; !"a ;
“seli~1uminous i

mates were accurate Rejecﬁng
analysis, the panel ‘members

imstaken in his dxstance




of its study available to the Air Tech-
nical Intelhgence Center. Battelle’s
problem was that it was working
with unreliable data and it could

not_document what it felt should be -

supported by facts from the analysis.

Since the need for precise data was
impoértant for idéntification, Battelle
suggested that the Air Force set up
controlled  experiments in -areas. of

-~ high UFO activity. These areas could

bestocked with sky-watch: equipment
‘Aradar, ‘cameras, measuring . equip-

vmxﬂd apply the mformauon {0
- ‘unidentified sightings and wo
" the flying sauicer controversy to rest
.. ‘once and for all Futthermqre the

: fto a masmve wave of: mghﬁn
‘]the one iust passed. ‘The Axr

assm‘ing ‘the pubhc that the mllxtaryi"

" had ' everything under control.
nd mis ,dmlsof the' potentlal threat 1o

‘ Weapons

t, ete.). All conventiohal” ob;ects -
’gtheareawoxﬂdbeknewnm*
- _advance. Therefore, any- ‘“unidentified -

Bying objects could be’ recognized at
once by a simple ‘process. of ehmma ,

gainst  Batielle’s objections

assistant
‘retaryofStateandatthetimeaf

_E‘va.luatlon Group m the

y o
3
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Office of the Secretary of sn’g‘m}

and. a CIA classified employeé.’
member Samuel - A. Goudsmit, ,an

“associate - of Einstein, discovefed

electron spin in 1925 in’ Holland,
helped found a school of theoretical

- physics, and headed a mission at'the -
“end of World War I to investigate

the Germans' progress in developing,
the ‘atomic bomb. In 1953 he was on
the physics staff . of the Brookhaven

_National Laboratories. Luis Alvarez, =
¥ high-energyt ‘physicist, contributed -
: L dero ve .radar system and - -
the _ntomu: bomb and reeeiy

prufessor

thg_qum‘sity ot Chi= .-

_ physicist .at the Naval

‘ it" Ordnance Laboratory during World
Warnagxdmls&was&ep ty. dire '
¥ ; :
&

- geetfon oFtI&NavyB , 'au otAero— .
‘nauties, and had served.ss executive

secretary. of the Depariment of De-

“fense’s ‘Research and . ngelopmeut L
Board in World War 1. Later “he

became - special | 10, the -Sec- «

panel was one of the. directors of tk

Brookhaven National Laboratories. k

Two = associate -

pariel : -members -
~were J.. AnenHynekandFredaicc i
‘Durant, Hmek was invited only to

ordnance test sﬁatwn director,
‘president  of “the - Amierican -Rocket X
‘Society; -and president of the Infers
. fiational Astronautwal Fedemtienf.“

wrote - ‘the' - summary. the
proceedings ‘AlSo present: were Bde

ward Ruppelt, Dewey Fournet, ATIC

chief Gen.. W, M. Garland, Navy Photo

Interpretation . Laboratory -represen~
tatwes Lt R. S. Neasham and H&rry

,’As s A, Goudsmit sazd, ‘,‘By assum-
ingthatthedis;tance was leéss, the

,resulfscouldbeexplamedasdueto.g
formation - of ducks’or other birds,

reflecting the strong desert’ sunhght

" “but being just too far and too. lumi- -
. Yious .to see  their “shape, This as-

sumption yxelded reasopable speed

ab;ects would vxs1t only
seemed “preposterous »

‘Even though the panel did
Heve UFOs were a direct threaf
the national security, it did find -
pateutlally dangerous threat in the ' -
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i{anel‘ ‘arfgued, “might have the ad-
¥ verse effect of overerhphasxzmg ‘fly-
: ing saucer’ - stories “in the publie
mind.” Tn a second proposal . the
panel suggested that the two major
private UFO research organizations,
the Aerial Phenomena Research Or-
ganization - and “the Civilian - Saucer
Intelligence, “be watched: because of
their potentially. :great .influence. on
mass’ thinking it widespread’ gight-
ings should ‘occur. The apparent jrre-

sponslbﬂity and” the possible usé of -

“such: groups for - subversive ‘purposes
should be kgpt in ‘mind." Thind, t:h

al’ secunty Jagencies take steps Lm-
umeﬂlately 0 strip. the '(TF@
ﬂs.

red. This ceu.ldbe mb}f m‘m

ﬁé
ating a public education campaign so

that people could recognize and
promptly fo. true mdmations of h

would reduce puhhe interest inUFOos
#nd ‘therefore decrease ‘or eliminate
UFO ;reports The educatian pro-

hich had been *puzﬂmg at
¥ first but Iater ‘explained. 'A§ “with
§ conjuring tricks, there is much less:
stimulation if the *Seerel’ is Known.*
Slic“hf a ‘program “would: reduce- “the

eonsequenﬂy their susceptibxlity to
.. K clever hostile propaganda.”’ The pan-

el” ‘suggested that' ‘the ~government
hire . psychologxsts “familiar . with-
mass psychology ‘as - eonsultants; it
niathed a few, including’ Hadley" can
trxl’ who had wntten a book oh the

-

n-in  policy. The panel
"bunkmgi

§ current gullibility of thie public and

™

1938 War of the Worlds broadcast.

The panel also recommended “that

the Air Force use an army training
film company, Walt Disney ‘Produc-

- tions, and. personalities stch as Are .
thur Godfrey in this massive eduea- -
tional drive. In a key discussion bhe- -
fore ' making . recommendations, the

panel members decided that a-
ed. expansion of Blue Book’s in
gatory capacity - was ‘needed to in-
crease the percentage of explained
‘teparts;  this also ‘was ‘necessary.
_reinforce:. the proposed edue tiona

Foree 10 “eliminate” ox gmaﬂy 1
duees the mystery”. ‘associated w

like the: Slgxr and: Grudge; repom

the tone of future: A

declassification’ of th *;gh“
-portshngndzdno ex ;

‘whereby nmmmtﬁry perso:
not{qhtam thel teclmfeﬂ

derived from; secrecy,. The
lieved ‘the dissemmatlon of
tion would lead 1o ‘increased
awareness; of UFQOs: and - “this
-eventually mean an;’ increase
ports. It assumed that keepin
wouid make UI-‘Os disalﬁpeaz‘

TI-@GREAT CIA COVERUP . 5t

‘testiﬁg however, it fourd ‘that - he fried to’ add pexsonnel or expand, :

; iecauﬁe @f chemical ‘decomposition  in any way, the Air Force refused t0.

A the grids were slqwly disintegrating ~concur. Ruppelt left Blue Book per- ‘

, ahd losing their light-separating abil- ~ manently in August 1?53 As ‘are-
‘ity‘l‘.tdemdedmtrytnrepairdg' -

- After one full yeat -of ‘work;: ﬂxeAix L
. ¥orce allowed the diffraction camera
plan to die;” although the' ‘iﬁdeon ; :
cameras: without grids. mmained . The fact that an airman con
opera%tion at. the: ‘bases: : ; *the project demonstrates the

‘mgwuhthspaﬁel’s recommendation, - lating
" ag Ruppelt understood it, to expand = make’
s Blue BookmAecording m@% hlt:

DL superior officers ' gave: o
"“_(buﬂdupmueﬁmk yeteveryﬁme

CA
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The ‘Robertson report also had erit-
ically important public relations
ramifications. . It enabled " the . Air
Force to state for. the next 15 years
that an impartial scientific body had
examined the data thoroughly and
‘found no evidence of anything unusu-
al in the atmosphere. Mare  impor-
tantly,  the panel gave the  Air
Foree’'s UFO program the necessary
military - Taison. detre it needed: to
- continue: it had to mount a majer
. effort. ggainst UFO: reports because

- they iwere a threat .to ‘the national
" gecurity. ‘The . Air Force could ‘now

-gidestep the substantive issues: of the

“nature.and origin of the objects and.
concentrate “on the pubhc relations.. .

“.problems’ invelved: in = eliminating

- UFQ reporisc ‘Blue ‘Book was. there-

. fore relieved of its main investigat-

<5 ing burden. Yet sinee the Air Force's
L overall’ “mission was .. to. monitor
.. everything .in' the skies, Blue Book

. womld: still investigate -and analyze

“UFQ reports: but OB A g, atly re-
;duc‘ed scale. :

-The panel subxmtbed 1ts totmal E

: ,cunclusions and recommendations' to
. the CTA ‘and, as far as can be'ascer-

. tained, to the. Pentagon and higher

uchelong of the ‘Air Force. Robertson

- showed the' fipal report to General
: 3 ormer -director: of intelli-

) ho. - eéxpressed gatisfaction
with 4t The CIA did not give a copy

o -of the report: to Ruppelt or his staff

~'in 1953, although it did release a

.- summary to Blue' Book -a few years:
Jater. ‘But shortly " after' the. panel-

‘adjourned; the CIA- summoneéd: Rup-
- o tell them “about. the recommenda-

- officials explained that the. Robertson
_paniel - bad ‘recommended -expanding

o Blue Book's staff, “using instruments:

~for. more accurate ' Taeasurements,
-and ‘ferminating -all - secrecy ~in- the
.. project by declassifying. sighting . re-
‘ports. “If Ruppelt understood . and re-
porbed correctly, it remains

pelt and Garland to its headquarters -’
tlQns A8 Ruppelt - reported  it, the

'.even ‘more -importance. - The. 'Airy
Force placed - about: 100 Videon -

& ’ A
FA&,{‘E
tery why the CIA gave out ‘this ialse

information. The. panel members had S

recommended-continued use of some
plans in their discussions but had™not *
made this the focus of thexr formal
recommendations. :

‘Armed - with. these: CIA “recom-»
mendations” . and’ - orders - from - his
superiors~ to- follow - them, Ruppelt
began, implementation. -He tried fo '
have. the’ Newhouse film declassified
and -shown to a press conference,
This -was - to ' be-a major event be-

cause in -1952 the press had heard

rimors of the film' and: Fournet had
fought hard. with the Air: Force Office
of Information to release it. But just
before - the' showing  was. 10 take

‘place, Air: Foree -officials ‘stopped 'it

‘and the press conference.: Accordmg

“ to-Ruppelt; the military beheved ﬂl

sea ‘gull. theory was weak; Moreove
the new pubhcxty poliey was to ke@p

gilent.:

Other évents happened at Pro;ect

¢Blue Book: that. Ruppelt could - nof ti :
account for; Toward the end of 19528

the. :Air Force -began 1o work out

nationwide plan {0 :set.up cameras in® ‘
.contiection; with- radar: units - (this |

plan was. different from the plan to'

Aake: photographs ..of ‘radarscopes). § .

" The cameras -would photograph anyh*» :
CUFO-that radar picked p and would» .
provide accurate . feasurements: oi%‘ '
‘{lte - objects. The Air'Force hoped this ¥

plan wotld either take the place.o

the diffraction grid camera plan ors
. supplement “it. Suddenly, and -seem- .

ingly without reason, the Air Force .
abandoned.- it,. saymg

cameras, wtmld ‘suffice... Even  the:

radarséope plan; ‘which the panel had?
suggested,-was not producing valu-'
able information. Thus, the. diffrac-"

tion ~camera - scheme, which = was
ready for implementation, assumed

the diffraction;

cameras eqmpped with'. diffraction?

grids in air bases around the counfry - '

and tested them After a few weeks &

. it fo: the 4602d unit nearest him,
which ‘would . determine ‘ i’ a -field
.- investigation’ was warranted. AFR
- 200-2 also took a firm public: relations
stance: it prohibited the release of

any information about a sighting ‘to -

the publi¢ except when .the sighting
was positively identified. In addition,

‘while  Air Force Letter 200-5 had’

stated’ that sightings should not be
classified hlgher than  restri¢ted, the
new regulation (200-2) said all sight- .
ings should bé ‘classified restricted at
* the very least, Finally, the regulation

RN

“directed ATIC to' continue ‘analyzing.
UFOdataastheycameinﬁ'omme ’

| 48024 units.

iof o The: new:‘regulations gave the Afr tw
. ”Fome ‘strong control. over the’ SIgh‘t;- = repi
~ mg/ reports 1’; ‘received, and it hoped  ing

’panei*s desire ta end pubhc . ;eula
tmn about’ UFOs with the mncmm

‘der the subheaamg of: “Canadiam
. Umted States Commumeat” 1~

onewhoknewitex:st-

piitide ﬁﬁeationwoxﬂgltheAirForce

pun- or outside the: capabilities of human
‘ wt

*x'elease mtomgt;ou tq the public. The

pohce was in effect until we%
1969, when the Air Force tdr! tedd
its “involvement - with . UFOs;
The. Blue Book status reports sub-
iy reflected the Air Force’s new ‘attic
tude toward sightings, Instead of is- '
suing monthly * reports .as before,
Blue ‘Book lssue& only  four meore -
status reports, ‘all: during 1953 and
the first two in January and Febru- -
ary.-The reports ‘displayed. a certain .
.defensiveness and cern for publie
relan.ons. For. instance, Blue ‘Book '

Pro;;ect Blue Béok was preparing a e
et sheet for: the pu‘bhc mfcrmatwn ol

eencludeé tliat the: owbyem did not ap~ -
_.pear to represent: anything ubknown .

- technology; even: though -earlier dn
the year ‘the Tustitute acknowledged ©
thai the data were highly unrelidble,
. Instead wof “iminediately * isfhing -the -
report  to..the press,. evidence .sug- .
gests that the Air Force decided to
.- delay: the gtudy’s release ~.1mtﬁ. the"
. most zoppertune ‘time. .

“Thus the Air Force’s: mvolvement' S
with the UFO eontz:oversy changed L
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?ﬂ : n ,s:,ths WQIk; it rould. . neve;: aga;n be

able o conduct ‘a program  of
thorough ~investigations. From 1953 -
. up procedures whereby it-could. sys- to- 1969, Project Blug Book's - mam
temahcally study the UFO phenome-  thrust was public relations. . . ..
non, at least within the bounds set by - The CIA recommendations beeame
its limited funds.and resources. But - critical for future Air Force actlon. =
by the end.of 1953 the. opportw:&ty ‘for . M- would: claim..for years..
such ' an mvest’igatwn was  gone. . that it had conducted an adequafe
Project. Blue ‘Book hagd -only three sclenttﬁc investigation; complete with
. staff . members, 'its mveshgatmg gu:i8 TN ] ! d:
-, pabilities had gone 1o another com- . ¢
‘mand and most o£ lts pro;acts had

: again reu*sedﬁis ce. of 3 Meanwhile, the Air Force
~ UFO “investigation. T As] -~ expected help in its public- relati‘ )
L obertson panel«ehméd‘mue! efforts. : umbe

of sightings t the sighitin
- geports at" & minimum o ‘preter-,
ably stapping them completeiy,ﬂAl‘

beut on persecutm 3 je preach-'\/-
er. Some of the ruffians caxried]




