Mr. E. Johansson said the light
went out. Did it do that, or did it
only go down below the treetops?
If it went out, does that prove it was
a hoax?

We do not think this is the end
of this story, but we have decided
to publish the results so far and we
hope that some new facts will come
to light in consequence.

This case-report has been pre-
pared by GICOFF. All information
presented is based on GICOFF's

investigation. We have not used any
second-hand material. I have shor-

tened the report a little and
translated it into English.
=5 * *

Comment by R. H. B. Winder:

With great respect to the investi-
gators, who seem for the most part
to have done a very good job, the
scientific examination, although it
sounds impressive, is actually a

little weak. They ought, for example’
to have considered chemical tests to
confirm the presence of Cerium—
my professional chemist friend tells
me this—and they ought to have
been more specific about the
sample. If it consisted of the ashes
from the mark the burning might
well have concentrated material
deposited from the atmosphere.
The suggestion that it came from
a nuclear propulsion system, or the
like, is not supported by the
evidence.

THE AIRSHIP WAVE OF 1909—Pt. 2

Carl Grove

THE opening part of this survey listed 18 reports of
unconventional aerial phenomena rather similar to
the 1896-7 U.S. ““airship.” Most of the reports originated
in East Anglia during March to mid-May, 1909,

The following 25 reports conclude this preliminary
listing, and cover the second part of May. During this
period the geographical focus of the phenomenon
shifted to South Wales and extended into Ireland.

19. May 14. North Sea. The steamer St. Olaf, a
Norwegian trading vessel, was a short way out from
Blyth, Northumberland, when a large airship carrying
five searchlights suddenly appeared. Hovering above
the St. Olaf, it directed all its lights on to the steamer’s
bridge. It was within hail, Captain Egenes reported.
but gave no answer to the challenge, and in the glare
of the searchlights no detail could be seen.

Suddenly the airship swung off after another steamer
a mile or so away, and directed the searchlights upon
that. It afterwards made off at a sharp rate towards the
south. (East Anglian Daily Times, May 19.)

20. May 14. West Green, East London. At 3.30 a.m.,
several railwaymen at West Green station saw a long
black object, without lights, travelling northeast at a
fast pace. No sound was heard, as an engine was letting
off steam. (East Anglian Daily Times, May 21.)

21. May 15. Yarmouth, Norfolk. Mrs. Fricks, a
nurse, saw a balloon-like object hovering over the
northern outskirts of the town in the morning. It
showed a white light, then a green, then a red. (East
Anglian Daily Times, May 19.)

22. May 15. Newport, Monmouth. G. Beanland and
A. V. Day, at the local flour mill, sighted a cigar-shaped
dark object stationary over Newport Bridge, shortly
after 1.00 a.m. Searchlights flashed from each end on to
the bridge. After 10 minutes one of the lights went out,
and the object flew off towards Stow Hill, (South Wales
Daily News, Cardiff, May 17.)

23. May 15. Northampton. A policeman and others
sighted an airship, carrying lights, crossing the town at
9.15 p.m. Chief Const. Mardlin reported that this was a

fire-balloon, carrying lanterns, sent up as a hoax by
some young men. (Daily Mail, London; Daily Mirror,
London, May 17.)

24. May 16. Lowestoft, Suffolk. At 1.30 a.m., Mrs.
Wigg was awakened by a noise similar to that of a
motor-car. Looking through the window directly
opposite her bed, she saw a dark object pass fairly
quickly, heading southwest. It was not very high, and
was bottle-shaped, in a horizontal position, and of
considerable length; she saw what appeared to be a
man steering at the front of the machine. Several other
people saw vivid flashes of light or heard engine sounds
at that time. (East Anglian Daily Times, May 18-19.)

25. May 16. Broome, Suffolk. Capt. Hervey, Local
Government Board Inspector for the Eastern District,
saw a cigar-shaped balloon sailing towards Lowestoft
at about 7.45 p.m. It was 3-4 miles distant, and a quarter
of a mile high, and moving against a strong north-
easterly wind. (East Anglian Daily Times, May 18.)

26. May 16. Monmouth. A well-known auctioneer,
Oliver Jones, was driving from Treginach to Monmouth.
*It was about eight miles from Monmouth when 1 first
saw it. It came from the direction of Usk and Raglan,
and seemed to go towards Chepstow. It then turned
right round and came back towards Raglan and over
the mountain.

“I continued to drive slowly on, and watched it for
about half an hour. I was driving eight or ten miles an
hour, but the airship seemed to go faster than that. It
went up and down and around in a remarkable manner.
There were lights in front and behind, and they seemed
to be about 15 yards apart. I could see the cigar-shape
quite distinctly, and noticed the perfect control the
occupants had over the airship.” There were four lights
in front and one behind, and four others saw the
object. (South Wales Daily News; Evening News,
May 20.)

27. May 17. Belfast, Ireland. About 10 p.m., a
bright light was seen in the direction of Colin Mountain.
It was moving, and many people in the southern part of



Belfast began to watch. It was very high, and steadily
approached, at times dipping towards the ground. The
night was fairly dark, and it was not until the light came
over the Lisburn Road area that *it was just possible
to distinguish in the gloom a long-shaped object.”

Some of the witnesses saw a red light flash from it
several times, and when it had got a mile past the
mountain it slackened speed somewhat. Finally it rose
to a very great height and disappeared rapidly in an
easterly direction. No sound was heard. (Belfast Evening
Telegraph, May 18.)

28. May 17. Brecon, Wales. Lichfield, the chauffeur
to Archdeacon Bevan, distinctly saw an object carrying
lights about midnight. (Evening News, May 20.)

29. May 18. North Sea. Ostend fishermen saw a
dirigible manoeuvring ten miles off Hull. (East Anglian
Daily Times, May 21.)

30. May 18. Caerphilly Mountain. C. Lethbridge,
“an elderly man, of quiet demeanour, (who) did not
strike one as given to romancing,” worked in the winter
at Cardiff Docks, but in the summer travelled the area
giving Punch-and-Judy shows at the local schools. At
about 11.00 p.m., he was returning home from
Senghenydd across Caerphilly Mountain, a desolate
and lonely area with few houses.

Turning the bend at the summit, he was shocked to
see, lying to the right of the road, a large tube-shaped
object which he first took to be “some big bird.” Nearby
were two tall, smart-looking young men, with a military
bearing—in fact, Lethbridge found himself referring to
them as “two officers.” They were wearing big, heavy
fur coats, and tight-fitting fur caps. Scared, Lethbridge
continued towards them.

The men were busily engaged with some work at the
roadside, and did not notice Lethbridge until he had
come within 20 to 30 yards of them. The rattle of his
spring-cart attracted them, and they jumped up ‘“‘and
jabbered furiously to each other in a strange lingo—
Welsh or something else; it was certainly not English.”
They appeared to pick something from the ground, and
jumped into a little carriage suspended under the cigar.
The object “‘switchbacked™ into the air in a zig-zag
fashion, and when it had cleared the telegraph pole and
wires two lights like electric lamps shone out. Making
*an awful noise” like an engine working, the object
rose higher and flew away towards Cardiff.

After Lethbridge had told his story in Cardiff, a
party of investigators returned to the site. There were
signs of trampling in the grass, and a small collection
of curious objects was discovered. The first was a red
label, attached to a chain and metal pin, with some
instructions printed in French. This was later found to
be a spare part for a tyre valve, distributed by the French
branches of the Michelin Tyre Company. English pins
of the same sort sold at 1d., but pins carrying the French
labels were not obtainable in Britain at that time.

The second of the finds was a piece of notepaper, cut
in half, bearing the letterhead of a firm of stockbrokers
in London. Faint outlines of a typewritten message were
just visible on the lower half: *provincial centres . . .
rest assured that we shall not . . . the fullest confidence. . .
this letter is amply justified . . .”” The head of the firm
disclaimed all knowledge of airships, and knew nothing
about the letter.

There were many scraps of paper lying about. These
included newspaper cuttings about airships; a quantity
of pulpy, papier-mache-type wads, thought to have been
used in packaging; and a couple of dozen small bits of
well-made blue paper bearing a mass of figures and
letters. The lid of a tin of metal polish was also found.

After Lethbridge’s account was first published, a
Cardiff stockbroker’s clerk came forward with an odd
story. On the morning of Sunday, May 16, he had seen
five “foreigners” surveying and photographing the
Caerphilly district. They were driven from spot to spot
in a couple of traps, and took photos with cameras
fixed above the seats of the traps. They were also seen
at a spot a mile and a half away, where three of the
five were said to be carrying cameras. About noon they
drove away, and separated at Beulah, one party taking
the road to Llanishen, the other driving to Cardiff.
(South Wales Daily News, May 20-21; Weekly Dispatch,
May 23; Daily Mail, May 20; Daily Mirror, May 21.)

31. May 19. Cardiff. Two hours after Lethbridge’s
meeting with the “officers™, an airship was seen by
several workers on the Cardiff Docks, and by the third
mate of the steamer Arndale, which was being loaded
at the time.

Robert Westlake stated: “*At 1.15 this morning . . .
while attending to my duty, signalling trains at the
King's Junction, Queen Alexandra Dock, I was startled
by a weird object flying in the air. In appearance it
resembled a boat of cigar shape. A whirring noise came
from it. It was lit up by two lights, which could be
plainly seen. It was travelling at a great rate, and was
elevated at a distance of half-a-mile, making from the
eastward.”

C. Harwood, the traffic foreman, commented: *“The
airship took a wide curve from the direction of Newport,
and, though high up, could be plainly seen against the
clear sky, even had it not been lit up by the two lights . . .
And we all heard distinctly the whirr of its driving gear.
It seemed to hover over the docks for a few seconds, and
then swept away across the channel, and the lights were
extinguished as it passed away to the eastward.”

The object was red in colour, and a coaltrimmer on
the Arndale, W. John, reported seeing “‘trellis work™ on
it. Another witness claimed that “*“Had the Dowlais
Works blast been on, we should have had the airship
clearly discovered, but we saw enough to put at rest all
doubts about it.” Estimates of duration varied between
one and four minutes; it would have been visible longer
but for the sudden extinguishing of the lights. (South
Wales Daily News, May 20; Weekly Dispatch, May 23.)

32. May 19. Maindee, Newport. About 8.00 a.m.,
W. Beighton’s little girl pointed out a *“*big fowl” which
would “*flap™ at times. It came from the Bristol Channel,
standing still on occasion, and moving away about
8.30 a.m. Two others saw the object; one, using a
telescope, said that the craft was 12 to 15 yards long and
was carrying three men. (South Wales Daily News,
May 21.)

33. May 19. Shoeburyness, Essex. At dusk, a Royal
Artillery sergeant saw something manoeuvring at a
considerable height. It was lost to view in the darkness.
(East Anglian Daily Times, May 21.)

34. May 19. Pontypool, Monmouth., About 9.30 p.m.,
night duty workers at the town forge sighted a cigar-



shaped object with a powerful light at the tail. It
travelled *“‘speedily and gracefully” to a point over the
forge, “‘and then darted off in another direction, practi-
cally at right angles to that from which it arrived.” Two
post office officials said that the light “‘quivered
considerably.”

Architect Garth Fisher and his wife, at Penygarn, a
village overlooking Pontypool, described a cigar-
shaped object which flew directly overhead. In the glare
of its light they saw something *‘like striped canvas,”
and it was last seen heading north. Three 6-foot fire
balloons were known to be in the area. (Evening News,
May 20; East Anglian Daily Times; South Wales Daily
News, May 21.)

35. May 19. Norwich, Norfolk. Mrs. Turner, return-
ing home at 11.30 p.m.: “*As I came into my street, a
flash of light came on me all of a sudden, and made the
street look like day . . . I could hear a noise like the
whizzing of wheels. I looked up, and there 1 saw a big
star of light in front and a big searchlight behind. I saw
no body of an airship; I only saw the light and heard
the noises. It was coming from the N.N.E., from the
direction of the Angel Road School, and flying very
low, so low that it would have touched the pinnacle of
the school had it passed directly over it.””

36. May 19. Wroxham, Norfolk. “A well-known
gentleman who resides at Wroxham . . . was motor-
cycling home on Wednesday night, and had just reached
the bridge over the river, when the light of his lamp
went out. This was at about 11.30, or probably just
before. While he was examining his lamp, what he
describes as a flashlight was directed upon him from
above, and kept upon him for half a minute. He was
dazzled by the light, and could not see any airship, nor
did he detect any sound . . . on reaching home, his
brother told him that while at Sprowston (a village
some few miles distant) that same night, he saw a strange
light in the sky, and could not see from whence it came.™

37. May 19. Thurston, Norfolk. Mr. Chatten, a
grocer’s assistant, was cycling home to Thurston about
midnight. *‘I was dazzled by a bright light shining from
right above me. The trees and hedges were lit up
brilliantly. 1 have seen a naval searchlight at Harwich,
and I should suppose that what I saw was something of
that sort, but there was a bluish tinge, and it did not
appear to me so strong as the naval lights. It seemed to
be switched off again after only a few seconds.

“Getting off my bicycle and looking upwards, I saw
a long, cigar-shaped object, some three or four hundred
feet above me. It was soaring upwards, the tapering end
going foremost, and was moving rapidly in the direction
of Norwich. On the under side was what I should call a
bar, supporting a sort of framework, a yellow light
shining at each end. I could not see any men upon the
framework, nor could I hear any buzzing sound, such
as a motor would cause, but that is not to be wondered
at, because, although the night was still, the thing was
travelling at a great height.” (Cases 35-37: East Anglian
Daily Times, May 21.)

38. May 19. Framlingham, Suffolk. At midnight, an
ostler named Hadley, and two others, saw a lighted
airship. (Evening News, May 20.)

39. May 20. Dublin, Ireland. Just after midnight a
cyclist saw a cigar-shaped body, two clear lights in front,
travelling at a considerable pace. (East Anglian Daily
Times, May 22.)

40. May 20. Dennybrook, Dublin. Just before
8.00 p.m. many people saw a football-shaped object
moving rapidly to the southwest. (East Anglian Daily
Times, May 22.)

41. May 22. Maesteg, Glamorgan. At 10.30 p.m., a
rumour spread through Commercial Street that the
airship was overhead. Many saw lights only. One,
using a telescope, claimed to see people on board.
(South Wales Daily News, May 24.)

42. May 22. Aberystwyth, Cardigan. 14 witnesses saw
bright lights burst into view like an electric lamp. *The
lights were travelling in from the sea heading south-
east. At one point . . . the lower light was flashed on to
the sea and it looked very much like a searchlight.” The
lights hovered two miles offshore, then moved towards
the pierhead and disappeared. The lights were so bright
that at first the witnesses thought it was moonlight. The
object appeared to be searching the bay. (South Wales
Daily News, May 24.)

43. May 24. Swansea. P-c Williams and a man named
Bell saw an airship with a bright light under it heading
northwest. P-c Johnston saw a “bright moving light,”
but would not swear to its being an airship. (South
Wales Daily News, May 26.)

Discussion

The 1909 airship may constitute a significant link
between the earlier American sightings and the 20th
Century development of the UFO phenomenon. While
fantastic landing and contact reports are largely absent
from the cases reviewed above, this should not lessen
their impact. Witnesses seem to have been of high
reliability and described their experiences without
embellishment, coming forward to face hostile and
often vicious criticism in the press.

The published accounts contain many elements of
interest. Note the airship’s bright searchlights and
remarkable performance; the right-angle turn in case 34
(which, however, may have a conventional explanation);
the cluster around Norwich (cases 35-37); the motor-
cyclist’s lamp in case 36; and the five reports of occu-
pants. Incidental to cases 9 and 30 are the stories of
mysterious ‘‘foreigners” who engaged in some odd
behaviour on the same day in places 200 miles apart.
Clearly these events may be interpreted only within the
context of a general discussion of the interaction
between the phenomenon itself and the situation in
which it appears.

It is to be hoped that British researchers soon begin a
thorough study of these early events. The newspaper
files for 1909 and 1913 contain a mass of data which has
not seen the light of day for 60 years: retrieving these
data is a remarkably easy process. It is difficult to make
predictions about the total number of reports such a
study might uncover, but preliminary investigation
suggests that there were perhaps as many as 150
sightings made during this period.



