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Unidentified (Frightening,Flapping and Furry) Objects

Waitﬂsr Cronkite does not believe in
UFDs, no matler what you read in the
National Enguirer last December. “it's a
total lie from baginning to end.” he told
a December 13th comvention of the
Radio-Television Mews Direclors As-
sociation in Miami. He added that the
Enquirer's reportar had not even talked
with him and thal, moreover, the allega-
tion that he accepts the reality of the
UFO phenomenon is "“totally errone-
ous."

One lesson to be learnad from this,
obviasly, is that you shouldn’l believe
averything you read. Some journalists
are more careful with their facts than
others. However, whather Cronkite (of
anyone else, lor thal matter), wanis to
believe if, UFOs are here and you'd
have an awfully hard lime convincing
those peaple who've seen them that
they didn't obserye the crafl.

Take Richie Britl, for example: Al
10:30 p;m-on Oct. 28, 1976, he and his
father, Hichard Bntt, saw a sirahge
“light” speed across the woods in front
of their Lake View, 8.C., home. The
elder Britt watched it for a short while,
then went Inside lo escapa the cold.
Richie continued to view the thing from
the porch and noted that it was flashing
green, red, and soft blue lights, When il
moved in one direction, it revolved in a
counterclockwise direction and when it
maoved in another it would revolve in a
clockwise direction. Finally the colored
hights went out and the UFO gave off a
white Hghl as il flew toward him and
hovered above the porch.

Rlichle now could see that the object
had a smooth aluminum appearance
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and was the size of a large automobils,
Along. its lower porlion tan a row ol
trigngular windows, In the center of he
upper porfion was a singie large win-
dow of this type. Thal was where the
strange being stood gazing down on
Richie.

it had no neck; just a roundish head
which seemed connected directly 1o its
shoulders. {ts gkin was smooth and pale
white. IThad twa dark eyes and na other
facial featurss, and its two arms ended
in claws. Richie backed away and
beqan lo scream.

Hearing his son's scream, Richard
Eritt rushed 1o the porch. By the lima he
got there, the UFD and its occupant
were gone, bit Richie, as his father told
the Florence |5.C. | Moming News
(Mov. 14, 1876), "was hysterical, almost
oul of his mind. He kept saying it was
horrible, don't et itget me.' " He was so
lerrified thal he couldn't sven reiale
what he had seen. Alarmed, the father
called DOr. James Twombley, wha tound
Richig's “emotions were uncontroliable

. | don't think he was faking the
hysteria.’

Lake View Police Officer Kermit Page
confirmed that "the boy was hysterical,

, but what he saw | don'l know.'" That

was because al that point FRichie was
incapabie of telling anybody. It was only
the next day, when his pastor, the Rev.
John Wilkinson. came to the house, that
Richie finally could discuss L

That same moming—the day after
the- sighting—Richard Britt poticed
something odd when he went oul to
starl his wife's car. A heavy frost tov-
ered the ground—everywhers, that is,
aexcept for a 15 by 20 toat area which,

though wet, had no frost on it. This was
the spot, according 1o Richie, whers the
UFO had hovered,

Another Kind of UFO

We all know about Unidentified Fiy-
ing Objects. Now we may have 1o make
room for Unidentified Flapping Objects,
There certainly were enough of them
last year—the bigges! invasion of
winged weirdos since 1986-87, when
Maothman was scaring the daylights out
of the God-tearing folk of the Ghio River
Valley,

Early last year something local
people called "Big Bird" [after the
Sesame Street television character)
swooped down on the Rio Grande
Valley and made a nuwsance of iself
until finaily, by late winter, it had gone
away, Not, however, before it had at-
tacked Armando Grimaldo of
Raymonduille, Tex.,, on the night of
January 14th.

Around 1030 pom Grimalde was
sitting in the back yard of his mother-in-
law's house smoking a cigaretie
{Grimaldo assured me it was tobaceo,
not marijuanaj, when suddenly he
heard the Happing of what sounded like
bat wings, along with a “funny Kind of
whistling." Then “something with 'blg
claws" grabbed his back and knocked
him off his feet. From the momeantary
glimpse he got of it as he glanced over
his shoulder, he could see it was wall
over five teet tall, with a 10- or 12- foot
wingspan. It had a bat-like face, [eath-
ery skin, and shiny red eyes,

Grimaldo managed to struggle to his

(Continved on page 76)
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colored giow, and siihoueited by the
light were three humanold-shaped fig-
ures. There was 8 dark sgction be-
neath the glawing daeme and “steam’™ or
mist between thiz section and the
groumnd.

It was then, with the UFO now hover-
ing a few feet off the road that things
went weirdly out of control. According to
Mrs. Bowles the car began to shudder
and shake, and seemed 1o swerve off
the road as if the steering whesel ware
locked. We're toid that Mr. Pralt's in-
slant reaction was 1o grab the steering
wheel as Ihe car headed toward a
roadside hedge but the car stopped
withcut its brakes being applied. Mrs.
Bowles had shut her eyes in alarm, but
Mr. Pratt switched off the lgnition.

Al that point. said Mr. Pratt, one of the
figures appeared to get out of the
object, almost as though it had come
through the crafi's side. His compamion
had now bpened her eyes, and saw
whatl was happening, In the BEBC-TV
interview she sald the “gentleman” had
a silvery suil, a strange “French style”
haircut (whatever that's supposed lo
be) with sideburns. This “person’
maved toward Mrs. Bowles's side of the
car {in England the driver sits on the
right), and as he looked in at the
dashboard Mrs. Pratt saw his eyes.
They were pink, and she recoiled fo-
ward Mr. Prall. As this happenad the
car's headlights bacame much brighter
and then, without anyone touching the
starter the enaine of the car burst inio
life and began Io "race.” Mr. Prall said
that the bizarre being was about six feet
tall, and stared at the car's dashboard,
while seeming o put a hand on the roof
of the car,

Suddenly the strange visitor moved
back toward the rear of the car and Mrs.
Bowles warned Mr, Pratt; ©. . he's
coming round fo your side.” Thay
locked behind them but could =zee
nothing. Turning once again o the front
they were staggered to see no sign of
the LFO.

Alter recovering their composure,
they continued their journsy.,

| do not know, at this stage, how the
story got to the BBC-TV. However, a
number of researchers are looking into
this report on one behalf and if anything
radically new turns up Il let you know in
a future column.

UFO Escorts Truck

The Darwent Valley Gazette of Feb,
26, 1976, reported how two truck driv-
ers on a journay from Strahan to Dover,
Tasmania, were escoried by a UFO
from Nive Hill, Wayatinah, 1o Berridale.
The incident took place on February
171th and the driver was Ron Wilson,
maintenance engineer with the Viclor-
lan Canning Co. He first saw the object
while they were descending Nive Hill.

Y sufrhy

The craft buzzed the vehicle for the icted
enlire ‘three hours it took <to ged lods lha,t
Berriedale. istent,
The UFD had a brigﬂ}y*litﬂnstm.
yellowish-white portion in the shape of azwhere
dome, beneath which there was a darka must
shape which, according to Ron Wilsonarefully
looked fike a sausage bent down aftherepar,
ands. He also said that the UFD kepir's re-
pace with the truck, maintaining a posi-e naxt
tion slightly to the front and left. At theinified
Oid Ptenty Bridge on the Lyell Highwayt fram
they stopped the truck fo see il the o
object could come any nearer, but it
moved away and hovered on the lar most
side of the River Derwent. The twodgles,
drivers judged that it was about 50 fest you'll
in diameter, oclute
When they re-started the truck thenoth-
UFO relurned to a posilion some 500 ntion
yards ahead of them. Betwean Norfolk 3foot
and Granton the two men saw it clearly ‘that -
outlined against the nearby Dromedary :a of
Hills. During the threa hours the object
was with them they wera unable to Use 1als;
their radio because ol heavy “stabic.” les
When they were nearing Berriedais, the the
UFO began lo chimb away and it even- Lin-
tually disappeared. ot
I' m
Bell Ringing for np-
UFOs at Maydena
The manager of Ihe Victorian Can- thi‘
ning Co. pressed a refuctant Ron Wil-
son to reveal the foregoing incident “1!
because of events in nearby Maydena, '™®
Australia. cl
It semms that on several evenings twa 2+
orange-red, glowing objects had been '8
seen moving o the west from Abbott's /d
Lookout. Police discounted the idea
that a hoaxer had released balloons ¥
from the Lookout, which s also the site 5
of a TV and radio relay station. |t would
have been impossible for the specially 7
iocked gate o be opened to let a car |
pass, and as the rack to the Lookout '
from the gate is seven miles long they {
doubted whether anyone would walk 14 |
miles on several occasions just to re-
leasa colored [and glowing) balloons,
So the police announced that if tha
objects were sighted again they would
have the church bell rung.
AL 10:80 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 28,
1976, the church bell began to peal,
and the populace turned out in force to
sea two glawing objects approaching
from the easl. The Tasmanian UFO
investigation Canler (TUFOIC) checked
that no aircraft were in the vicimty, and
that the wind was blowing from the
west, which ruled out any chance that
the objects were balloons, Sevaral
hundred people watched the pair of
UFOs pass over the town on a steady
coursa, then ane was seen lo do a 90
degree turm toward Scotf's Feak. One
witness, watching through binoculars,
sald one of the UFOs had the appear-
ance of two lights at the ends of a
cage-like" structure.




Truck Driver Is Terrified

News cf another close encounter in
the Unitzd Kingdom, this ime in Wales,

was given on Mov. 27, 1976, by

BBC-TV Wales. At present there are
only a few sparse details, but they are
sufficient to report.

it seems that at about 415 a.m. on
November 27th a truck was paced at
very close range by a UFO near
Rhayader. The driver reported that a
huge cigar-shaped object descended to
a position just over and In front of his
vehicle. It glowed a brighl orange color,
and had red flames shooting out from
below. Despite all this there was no
sound.

The truck driver stated thal after four

of five minutes of this nightmarish ex-

porlence in the dark sarly hours of the
morning he became so scared that he
stopped the truck, jumped from the car,
and ran tor cover. Which brings us to a
similar story from "Down Under” in
Tasmania, Australia . . .

Giant “Extraterresirials”

In mid-July came & report from San-
tandar in northern Spain about a bizarre
experience that occurrad at a small
place called Escalante. Margarita
Cagigas (28), housewile and maother,
and her neighbor, Miguel Ruisz Sam-
perio, weara on their way to work at a
place called Trelo. It was 5:30 a.m. on a
day not stated, butl known to be only a
few days earlier than July 18, 1976,
when the report was published,

Suddenly the pair came upon an
enormous entity walking in front of them
with |ts back toward them. They there-
fore never saw its features, but sald it
was wearing a thing like a silvery disc
on its head. Its clothing was a brightly-
shining brown—which is something of a
new color for such oceasions. The
entity proceeded on its way paying
absolutely no attention to'them.

Another unusual feature of this sight-
ing was the way the creature moved:
Margarita Cagigas, described by the
reporter as a somewhal fimid and un-
talkative person and not someone look-
ing for publicity, said that It seemed 1o
be floating along without touching the
ground, “flying like a bird.”

One more for the projecton-theory
notehaok?

Yiolet-Bellied “Martians'' in Iran

The joker in the pack of recent
humanoid reports comes from the
Teheran newspaper Etala’'al of Apr. 4,
1976:

It seems that soma peasants n the
Isfahan region of Iran reported seeing
three ''Martians with green skin like
frogs" whe descended from the sky
during a heavy hail storm on the eve-
ning ol Apr. 3, 1876. -

In addition to their green skins the
aliens were described as having vielet-
colored bellles, and as being only 3'%
feet tall, but no less than & feet wide! A
thorough investigation of this ineredible
story has been ordered.

Question: where was the UFO? Wera
these hideous squatlies projections
fram a crafl hidden in the low scudding
storm clouds? _

My nex!t account is also one of a
craff-less “occupant”-type creature, this
timé in Spain.

Argentinian Reporis

After a long period withoul any activ-
ity being reported from Argenting, two
UFDs ware said lo have been Seen
over La Cuchilla, 10 miles from the
airport at Viedina, Province af Rio
Negro about 600 miles southwest ol
Buenos Aires). The date was July 17,
1876, The two objects flew in an erratic
zigzag fashion over the looal airfieid,
and gave off a vivid orange light.

Earlier, on July 14th, four members of
the National Meteorological Service
saw four UFCs over Viedina Airport in
the half-light of dawn. Perhaps thesa
sketchy reports are the forerunners of a
new wava of UFO wisltations so predo-
minant in South America over the last
20 years.

Exploding UFO?

A flying saucer (s sald lo have
expioded over the town of Presidents
Prudents, State of Sao Paulo, Brazil, on
August B, 1876, The display was guile
spectacular, but details were otherwise
quite sketchy, and nobody seams to
have inquired whether or not the object
was a decaying American or Russian
space vehicle.

Black Cylinders Over
The Potteries

On June 30, 1976, at about B:15
a.m., amorning of clear skies and bright
sunshine in the middie of Britain's
summer heat wave, Mrs. Helen Patti-
son was standing at a bus stop in the
Staftardshire village of Knutton with her
five-year-old son. A lawyer's secratary,
the young mother was found by inves-
tigators to be an impressive wilness.

Kouttan lies ina busy indusirial re-
gion known as the Potlenes, and mother
and son were walching an axecutive jel
cross the sky when Mrs. Pattison's
attention was drawn to a stalionary
cylindrical object, completely black,
which floated silently in the air, The
puzzied witness then saw a second,
similar object emerge from behind the
first and, in two jerky movements,
drifted off to about two lengths bahind
the first object. The wo UFOs then
began to move away at a "snail's
pace; Inall they were in view for aboul
seven minutes before fading silently
into the distance. *
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sexual molestation or axamination n
connection with certain LUFO sightings
is a'torrent of abuse directed toward the
researcher who has dared to utter such
‘sensationalistic. claptrap,’ In spite of
charges that prurient interest s our.sole
motivation, researchers such as John
A Kesl, Jerome Clark, and | have
ertered this highly charged emational
area as faras our respechve reputa-
tions will permit."”

What makes this chagter such ab-
sarbing teading is the:-amount of
infermation—names, dates, places,
diaries quoted, and sa forth—Ithat has
been collected, and now published.

Equally fascinating are the interviews
with thase men and womean who regu-
larly and confidently "channal” informa-
tion from UFC inteliigences they idantify
as the 'Space Brothers.” Dalving into

the various types of channelling (Tran--

ce or Sleep Mediumship:  Automatic
Writing, Drawing, of Music;, Clalraudi-
ance [clear hearing], Clairvoyance
lclear seeing], Clairsentience’ [clear
sensing or feelingl; Mental Telapathy or
Thought Transference; Space Beams;
Inspiration, Intuition, or Hunches),
Steiger then asks: 'ls-an as yet unds-
termined someone systematically
selecting certain individuals te be un-
knowing propagandisis in a worldwide
campaign of psychological prepara-

tion? Can it really be that gliens fram
olher worlds seek to program fhese
flying saucer missionaries in an effort o
raise mankind's potental to beliavk, his
capacity to love and understand? . . .

"As a result of my own investigations
and the research of others, | can no
longer doubt that such 'contacts' ara
taking place on a global scale.”

In chapter 11, "New Age Prophets
and the Time: of Transition,” Steiger
perhaps touches the very core of the
UFD mystery thal has puzzied mankind
for centuries:

"After exhaustive research into the
revelatory experience and after hun-
drads of interviews with contemporary
revelators and those who claim the
LUFQ contact experience, | have be-
wome convinced that the transter of
thaught, spirit, and power from our
Other, as exemplitied in the UFQ
phencmencn, or from infinite: intelli-
gence, to a finite human intelligence, 15
a vital, continuing process which ob-
serves no denominational boundaries
and employs a spiritual, psychic
mechanism thatis timeless and univer-
sal. As | have observed, throughout the
centuries our revelators and those who
have undergone confact experience
with the Olher have been repetitiously
praclaiming the same basic ravelations,

“In my apinicn, these precepts have,
throughout history, been generically re-
vealed in the following basic messages:

"1, There is a higher being from
which man and each woman rmght
draw power and inspiration,

“2. Man has within him all that is
necessary to establish harmony with
higher inteligences or & higher being,
provided certain spiritual conditions are
encouraged and maintained,

“3. There [s & basic unily of all
things. Man is one with all other man in
spirit; man's soul is both universal and
individual.

“4, We are entering a New Age
another progression In man's evolution
as a spiritual baing. Befora the New
Age can be fully realized. Earth must
undergo @ great cleansing, a great
purification, which will be prefaced by
cataclysmic changes within the very
surface siructure of the planet. Man will
soon be progressing out of his old
physical limitations into & higher realm
that is his by right of his cosmic inheri-
tanca.”

Gods of Aguatiuz Is more. much
mare, than yet anather humdrum book
an UFO=. It's a journay to the very auter
limite of our knowledge of this
enigma—and beyond. Brad Steiger has
written & book that |s truly commenda-
ble, for it not only entertains, educates,
and enlivens a field too often bogged
down in minutia, but, more important, it
lays the groundwark for researchers for
Years-toicome. *



UFO BOOK SCAN

One of the leading researchers, in-
yestigators, and reportars in the UFQ
field, John Keal, has written an intrigu-
ing and challfenging book, _1%1
Hntn%gn Pr%uﬂ:im {Saturday Re-
view Pre T gro6). Unlike so
many other writars who sel oul lo
contribute their thoughts and interpreta-
tions of events In the UFO field, and too
oftan rely on other people’s reports and
investigations, Keel has done his own
leg work, his own interviewing, and has
undergone his own bizarre sxperi-
ences. Also unlike so many other books
in this field thal roam over state, coun-
try. and continent, Keel has focused
primarily on one specific communily—
Paint Pleasant, W. Va. (and the im-
mediate surrounding areal—and has
dore a masterful job of on the scens
invastigation,

Why West Virginia? As the author
canvineingly explains, this area has
long been the scene of strange sight-
ings and inexplicable ococurrences, and
he goes back inlo history to support his
argument, ""The indians must have

known something about West
Virginia—they avoided it. Before tha
Europeans arrived . . . the Indian

nations had spread and divided up the
Merth American continent . . . Even the
inhospitable desers of the Far West
were divided and occupied. There is
only one spot (on pre-Columbian) maps
labeled ‘Uninhabited: West Virginia.
Thete are strange ancient rUing in the
stale, circular stone monuments which
prove that someone had settied the
region once. Since the Indians didn
build such monuments, and since we
don’'t evan have any lore to fall back on,
we have only mysiery.” Another
reason, and a powerful one, for Keel's
interast in the stale, wera tha repeated
reports of a welird flying creature called
the "Mothman." Shaped like a man,
only larger, the “thing” was variously
described as having enarmous bat-like
wings (which il spread when taking off,
but never flapped), and huge red eyes
thal ware almost hypnaotic in their inten-
sity. "Mothman” was-sighted so fre-
quently, and lemified so many people,
thal eventually evan the wire services
and major newspapers around the
country finally picked up the story and
gave it wide circulation.

Bul Keel's book Is much more than
tracking down eyewitnesses who saw
the strange apparition that soared over
fhe Ohio valley. He gives prominent
atterition 10 WFOs, which &t that time,
were baing seen in unusual concentra-

tions over the rolling hills of West
Wirginia. And, of course, among the
many sightings, landings, and contac-
tees that the author personally investi-
gated, we get a very thorough study of
the Men In Black, who were axtremely
active in this region during this- “flap”
period,

The author goees to great lengths
detailing his aftempis 10 track down
these mysierious pecple who ferrorized
UFO witnesses, and gives us many odd
bits of information regarding iheir be-
havior (stuttering, gasping conversa-
tlon], their mode of dress (black suits,
coats, caps, socks—and unusually
thick rubber soles an their shoes), their
physical characteristics (dusky com-
plaxions, with Oriental features, and
extremaly. long fingers), and, n one
instance, a witness who spoke o an
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MIB and said that he noticed “a lang
thick green wire aftached 1o the Inside
of his leg . . . at one poinl it seemed lo
be indented into his leg.” We also gel a
rundown on their cars, the ubiquitous
black Cadillacs that looked brand new,
often even smelled new (to those who
were |ured into them), and carrisd
licensa plates that weren't registared
with any motor vehicle bureau.
Completing this strange picture were
the bizarre experiences thal harassed
LUFO witnesses; TV and radio sets that
turned themselves on; interception of
mail (with tampening of reports, pholos,
and manuscripts); mallunction of
cameras when witnesses tned (o take
pictures of nearby saucers; and the
irightening telephone calls that came at
all hours of day and night, and when
answered the only thing heard were

Gary Lane

aither foud garbled noises, uninteliigible
conversations In heavy foreign accents
ar, most often—lhe repeated alec-
tronic beeping that, sfter several days
of repetition, unnerved the siubbomeas!
peopia.

The author also recounts some of his:
own scary experiences while traveling
ihe back roads of West Virginia. For
instance, there is the occasion when he
drove through a shor! stretch of road
that he labeled & "zone of fear,” a patch
of a few yards that sudderly engulfed
him in unspeakable terror, And when he
returned, on fool this lime, to lest his
reaction, | was perfectly calm until |
took ona step too many and was back
in the zone . . . the hair tingled on the
back ol my neck and | became
genuinely afraid . . - | almost panicked
and ran, but | forced myself to look
around and proceed slowly. By now |
had figured out that | was probably
walking through a beam of ullrasonic
waves.” When Kesl returmed the next
day o seek out the source, he found
nothing. And then there was the time (in
the presence of a witness), when he
signaled a brillantly colored UFD in
Marse codeto "descend," and the crafl,
in response lo his message, slowly
began to lose altitude.

The Mothman Prophecies |s
somewhat choppy in its flow, as if the
author tried to cram fn as much data
within the space limitations he set for
himself, and as a result the reader finds
himself being given lengthy anecdoies
broken up by chunks of solid informa-
tion that make for uneven reading. But
those =olid pieces of UFD knowledge
arag really worth mulling over. For in-
stance, did you know that "UFOs,
maonsters, and apparitions have an in-
terasting affinity for garbage dumps and
junk yards. Even the famous miracle at
Lourdes, France, in 1858, took place &t
the local garbage dump.” Or thal re-
searchers have now factually estab-
lished that more LUFOs are spotted on
Wednesdays than any other day of the
weelk, and thal this puzzle within an
enigma has been proved in studies
conducted in the W.S., Spain;, and
Belgium. And then there is the peculiar
yetwaird affinity that these strange craft
have for biood {Keel cites one reported
chase where a UFQ literally tried to
seize a Hed Cross Bloodmobile), And
then there are some of the most mind-
numbing contactee cases that have
evier been put an paper.

But of major imporiance is ihe simple

(Continued an page 72}
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HUNDERBIRDS HAVE SOARED
through Pennsylvania folklore
.for more than a hundred years, and
there is some recent evidence for the
possibility that the legendary bi
have not yet flown the coop.
Although rural rumor (e.g., ‘““Hey,
my cousin knows a guy who had a
friend who saw one!”’) in north-
central Pennsylvania would place the
Thunderbird population equal to that
of the American Cow, few eyewitness

-
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| reports have surfaced since the 1969-
1970 flap of sightings in the moun-
tainous region around Jersey Shore,
Pennsylvania. But on August 8, 1981,
a pair of giant birds nearly collided
with an automobile on Tuscarora
Mountain, 25 miles from Harrisburg,
the state capital.

The occupants of the car, Leverne
and Darlene Alford, contacted me the
following day through a mutual
friend. 1 interviewed them, and they
supplied the accompanying sketches
and, later, a letter confirming some
of the details of their sighting.

The Alfords seemed to be sane,
middle-class, responsible people, both
in their early thirties. Leverne works
as a counselor at a youth development
center, and Darlene is a housewife and
former. counselor at the same agency,

Their close encounter—they came-

within two yards of a collision—with
air of uni and over-
Mhﬂ theni™ufi-
erstandably curious. Few birds of
- flight leave one with the impression
that they were *‘awesome’ or ‘*over-
whelming.”’
For some basic background and/or

speculation on Thunderbirds, see
Pursuit, Vol. 5, No. 2; Vol. §, No. 2
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e Tuscarora Mountain

T-Birds

" by Carl Larsen

Strictly speaking, birds like
these could not exist in north-
central Pennsylvania or else-
where on this planet in this
day and age. But the witnesses
do not doubt what they saw,
and their answer to the skeptics
is a smile and just two words:
“They're here!”

and Vol. 9, No. 2. As noted therein,
the late Robert R. Lyman gathered
dozens of published sightings dating
%achaswvﬂis pair of books,

orbidden Land and Amazing In-
deed, cover a multitude of Pennsyl-
vania anomalies and are still available
from The Potter Enterprise, Couders-
port, Pa. Other references are pub-

lished in the Corliss Sourcebook en-

titled Strange Life.

Legends of the Pacific Northwest
Amerindians tell of Thunderbirds
plucking whales from the sea and
depositing scarred carcasses in the
treetops. Sliding across the ages from
totem to Tuscarora is easy enough for

those of us who delightta~poSsibilities

but remain skeptical. {See Jung, see .

Fort, see the St. Louis Cardinals
going en mass from first to third in
the last World Series.) Estimated bird-
dimensions increased with time, then
began to shrink with the advent of
handy, measurable environmental

yardsticks like roads, and shadows
thereon.

From interviews with witnesses in
three separate cases, wWe Can narrow

the T-bird wingspan to somewhere be-
tween 15 and 25 feet. That exceeds the
Andean Condor by at least half, and
the lack of distinctive coloration
(wingtip, ruffle) seems to rule out
this largest existing cruising predator.
So keeping in mind what has, to date,
ornithological credibility, let’s con-
sider the incredible.

Tuscarora Mountain winds dis-
cretely around the bottom of the
Allegheny Plateau, a 200-square-mile
wrinkle stretching from Harrisburg to
Lake Ontario. A century ago, timber
from this vast Black Forest region
turned north-central Pennsylvania
into the lumber capital of the world.
Millions of yards of trimmed trees

toppled yearly and clattered down

sluices into the Susquehanna River,
1o be gathered and bound at the locks.
Eventually, the industry moved on to
more accessible woodlands. Left were
three million square acres of forest
that even now are sparsely populated
and have enough room between the
bordering mountains to provide a
sanctuary for even the shyest of
feathered friends. _

On August 8, 1981, Leverne and
Darlene Alford left thenr home in
Carlisle, Pa. Their destination was
Lock Haven, 75 miles to the north,
where they would visit the home of
a well-respected local lawyer (the
“mutual friend'’ who brought about
our contact}.
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The most direct route was via State
Highway 74 which winds over Blue
Mountain and Limestone Ridge be-
fore it crosses Tuscarora Mountain.
An early morning fog had drifted into
the wvalleys but it began to clear as
the Alfords ascended and nearsd the
town of lckesburg,

At approximately 9:30 a.m. they
approathed a large pile of rocks by
the side of the road, known locally as
a favorite nesting place for ratile-
snakes, Leverne suddenly veered the
car as he took sight of W
scrambling for safety, urged ofi by
the  threatening noisy approach of
a steel-clad monster. Like planes on
the deck of some nightmarish aircraft
carrier, the birds rumbled down the

\N'&Nb

highway in front of the car, gaining
speed for a takeoff. Six feet before
the point of cellision, the nearer bird
began to pull away.

During an interview the following
day, Leverne estimated that the birds
stood three feel from tail to beak,
and that their wingspan covered the
entire 15-foot width of the highway
lane. But it wasn’t size that impressed
him the most,

“They didn't seem to have any fea-
thers,”” he said. ““They looked like

they were cover in. 1 im-
mediafely tﬂoﬁﬂll of those prehistoric
birds."'

““They were both about the same
size,"” he recalled, “*with long necks
eurved in an S-shape. They were dark
gray in color, with rounded beaks.™

As the strange birds rose and flew
directly above the highway, the Al-
fords followed for half a mile and
Darlene was able to observe them in
foll-flight configuration from the
passenger side of the car, She later
drew the “'bottom view"' sketch and
inked-in Leverne's penciled profile,
The birds were in view for
teen minutes before they had gained
ﬁmﬂﬁ—aJiﬁtude.m disappear from
sight, The Alfords retained no im-
Third Quarter 1982

pressions of eves or feei on the two
beasties.

The sincerity of the two reporters
was as convineing as all other aspects
of the unusual sighting. They had,
and have, nothing to prove or gain
from it. ‘Discussions with other bird-
sighters, although based on encoun-
ters that had taken place iw
70 flap, only confirmed or a def-
inftion To the Alfords’ story.

W Bedk

and why so many of the scientifically
sanctified manage to locate tidier
corners of the dusty universe in which
to ply their trade.

Another surviver of the decade-old
flap is Anna Mincer, who earned the
monicker “'Bird Lady" by publicly
admitting that she saw what she saw,
In a telephone interview, she recalled
her first Thunderbird sighting.

She and her late husband were in
their beck yard, which reaches down
ter the bank of the Susque LR iver
It was @ morning in 1969, and she
clearly remembers the shadow that
passed overhead and caused her to

W
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In the spring of 1970, Susan Dolan
was driving the family Jeep along a
wooded stretch of Clinton County
road. The time was shortly after mid-
day, and the sun was peaking. From
the trees 10 her left, a “thing'" arose
and seemed to hover over the moving
vehicle before disappearing over the
treetops. She was startled. The thing
had caused considerable swaying and
commotion among the trees,

Mrs. Dolan; a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Michigan and an outdoors
enthusiast, stated: ‘It was huge. It
blotted out the sun. The shadow cov-
ered the road from side to side.”” The
paved portion of the road, as mea-

sured, Eﬁ%
““My husband and 1 have hiked all

through these mountains, and | have
identified birds from robins (o eagles.
But we've never seen anything like
this,"! she =aid.

Familiar with' the local Thunder-
bird tradition, Mrs. Dolan related
the story to her family when she got
home—with predictable results.

Which is one reason why more ex-
traordinary events are not reported,

Sessews

— Wil

glance up, then exclaim to her hus-
band; **Look at that airplane!’’
“‘Hell, that ain't no airplane;”’
he replied. Whatever it was in the
sky, it was the size of an airplane
but as soun a clou
“It was mammoth. Very dark col-
ored, nearly black. And it Oew low
enough for us to see that the claws
were as bip as my husband’s hand—
and he was a big map.”" Anna paused.
“It seemed to soar along on the air
currents. Then it would circle, and
move back toward the mountains.®'
They saw what looked like the same
bird later that day, and on several
occasions the following year.
Awesome? Huge? Mammoth? Per-
haps the Black Forest of Pennsvl-
vania harbors a Loch Nessian nest of
Pleranodons. Out of circulation a
mere 65 million years, those leathery
winged prototypes of the hang glider
had a counterbalancing crest on the
head that matches the Alford sketch,
and were of comparable size,
Whatever the cause, whatever the
nature of these oddities, all eye-
witnesses agreed: On separate occa-
siong, they saw something remarkably
large. They saw something that fHes in
the manner of a bird. They saw some-
thing they could not identify.

2zA
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o SOUNDS like one of those
savcer deals,'" said an army
offleial st McoChord Field, Che-
haliz, Wash., when he heard the
story in early 1948, "I just can't
put any: stock in i1 at all®?
His reservalions were unider-
standable. Just six months be-
fore Kenneth Arnold’s report of
nine disc-shaped fAying objects
had generated a public clamor
which showed no signs of abat-

& lot of small oming
hormne from school at the time.
They saw the man too and asked
me il they could go ioto my
backyard so they could watch
him lenger as he flew toward the
gouth end of the ecitw"

When she went out to check,
Mrs. Zaikowski said, “I heard a
gizgzing and whizzing and there
he was, just about 200 fest above
my barn,'

Seen Any Lately?

WINGED _WEIRDIES

Since 1947 sky observers have been reporting
“conventional’ UFOs. But what about those that flap their wings?

ing. Flying saucers were bad
enouph —but. a fving man?

Still, the witness, 6l-year-old
Mrs. Bernice Zaikewski, who
lived on a farm just oilside
Chehalis, was sticking ‘to her
story despite public ridicule, “I
know mosl people don’t believe
me," she said, “but I ‘have
talked Lo some people in Chehal-
is that tell me they saw the man
ioo and that he flew south from
Chehalis and apparently came in
from the north or west.

It weas about 3:00 P.M. on the
Tuesday after New Year's: Dav
(January 6, 1948) and there were

I]-':- Jerome: Clark and Loren Coleman

Stunned, she watched as a

‘man equipped with long silver

wings fastened owver the shoul-
ders with a strap ascended ‘'very
rapidly,” hovered, banked snd
then econtinued in level flight. He
flew in an upright position, ap-
pearing to manipulate the wings
with conirols strapped to his
chest. There was no propeller or
any other indication of what
the “birdman’s" motive power
might he,
RS. ZAIKOWSKI'S story
might have received &
fairer hearing if the hearers

My -2
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had been aware of similar sight-
ings in the past., For example,
there was a report in the Louis-
ville (Ky.) Courier-Journal for
July 29, 1880, The previous eve-
ning two residents, C. A. Young-
man and Ben Flexner, had seen
what they at first took to be the
wreck of a toy balloon. But
when it got closer they saw that
it was really ‘‘a man surrounded
by machinery which he seemed
to be working with his hands.”
. On his back were wings or fans
whose flapping seemed to direct
the construction’s movement.
‘When' it would begin to descend
the man would make the wings
move faster and he then. would
ascend to continue flying in a
horizontal position.. Eventually
he passed out of view. jh ’the
twilight.

That samé evening the Royster
family of Madisonville, Ky.,
about 100 miles to the west and
south, saw a  peculiar lighted
object — what today we would
call a classic UFO — “hopping”’
southward over the city. They
reported that it changed shape,
from a circle to an oval, as it

passed over the railway station

half a mile away.

A month and a half later, on
September 12, The New York
Times drolly recounted an even
more astonishing story:

“One day last week a marvel-
ous apparition was seen near

A
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Coney Island. At the height of

least 1000 feet in the air .:
strange object was in the act of
flying toward the New Jersey
coast. It was apparently a man
with bat’s wings and improved
frog’s legs. The face of the man
could- be distinctly seen and it
wore a cruel and determined ex-

pression. The movements made -

by the object closely resembled
those of a frog in the act of
swimming with his hind legs and
flying with his front legs. . . .
‘When we add that this monster
waved his wings in answer {o the
whistle of a locomotive and was
of a deep black color, the alarm-
ing nature of the apparition can
be imagined. The object was
seen by many reputable persons
and they all agree that it wasg a
man engaged in flying toward
New Jersey.”

Then ‘there was the r_weu'd ap-
parition that sailed over Mount
Vernon, Il1,, on April 16, 1897, in
the midst of the great ‘“‘airship”
scare, The Saginaw Courier Her-
dld reported, “What is thought to
have been the mystericus airship
was seen (at Mount Vernon) by
more than a hundred persons. It
was first observed about 8:30
a’clock and continued in sight for

half an_hour. Mayor Wells, who
"had an excellent view of the

mysterious visitor from the ob-
servatory attached to his resi-
dence, says it resembled the

—— .

WINGED WEIRDIES

body of a huge man swimming
‘through the air with an eleciric
Light at his back.”
* * *
Y APRIL 1948 Mrs. Zaikow-
ski’s claims had slipped from
the memory of Washington citi-
Zens. With the skies already
growing crowded with discs, ci-
gars, balis, crescents and all
manner of weird manifestationg
there was more than enough to
hold the attention of those who

" chose to concern themselves with

such things., But the “flying
men” had not made their final
appearance.

On April 9 at Longview, Wash
Mrs. Viola Johnson, a Iaundry

. worker, and James Pittman, a

janitor,- told newsmen they had
seen peculiar objects in the air
high above them. ““They looked
like ‘three men in flying suits
flying through the air,” reported
Mrs. Johnson. ‘“They wore dark

"drab flying suits and as far as I

can judge — I'm not very good
at judging distance - they were
250 feet high, circling the city.
“They were going at about the
same speed as a freight train
and had some kind of apparatus
on their sides which looked like

. guns but I know it eouldn’t have

been guns. I couldn't see any
propellers or any motors tied on
them but I could hear motors
which sounded like airplane mo-
tors, only not so loud.

83

“When they first came into
sight I thought they looked like
gulls but as they got closer 1
could see plainly that they were
men. I couldn’t make out their
arms but I could see their feet
dangling down and they kept
moving their heads, like they
were locking around. I couldn’t
tell if they had goggles on but
their heads looked like they had
helmets on. I couldn’t see their
faces.”

Mrs. Johnson and Pittman
called to the workers still in the
laundry but by the time they
came outside the flying men
were gone. Other Longview resi-
dents told of hearing the sounds
of plane motors at the time of the
sighting and some said they had
seen-three aircraft circling over
the city at a high altitude.
_SBince 1948 flying saucers have
dominated the air but weird fly-
ing men continue {o be seen from
time to time. On June 18, 1953,
for example, three persong in
Houston, Tex., saw ‘‘the figure of
a man with wings like a bat,” as
one of them put it. *He was
dressed in gray or black tight-
fitting clothes.” The “‘man” was
seen in a pecan tree holding onto
a branch and was reportedly en-
cased in a halo of light.

Europe also has had its share
of winged weirdies including, it
seems, some that cavort around
without heads. In the summer of
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1915 four Cabeco, Portugal, chil-
dren encountered an entify very
much like a headless “angel” —
“‘a figure like a statue made of
snow which the rays of the sun
had turned somewhat transpar-
ent.” It was hovering in the air.
Four young persons in Kent,
England, had an equally star-
tling experience on the evening
of November 16, 1963, as they
walked home from a dance along

a country road near Sandling

Park, Hythe, Their report is one
of the few that links winged
creatures directly with their
more celebrated brethren, UFOs.

The incident began innocently

enough with what at first Sounds

like a more or less ordinary UFO
report, John Flaxton, 17, was the
first to notice a bright light in the
sky. By the time he called it to
the attention of his companions it
had begun to descend. Only
when it got low enough to disap-
pear behind some nearby trees
did the witnesses panic and start
to run.

The light quickly reappeared
closer to them, floating 10 feet
above the ground about 200 feet
away. “It was a bright gold and
oval,” one witness said. “And
when we moved it moved; when
we stopped it stopped.”

Once it vanished behind a
clump of trees. Afier several
minutes of ominous silence
strange sounds of snapping fwigs
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and branches annoumced the
movement of someone or some-
thing. When the four caught
sight of it they fled down the
road and did not stop until the
thing was far behind them,

“It” was black, of human size
and —up to a point — human
shape. “But,” as witness Mervyn
Hutchinson, 18, told police, ‘‘it
didn’t seem to have any head.
There were huge wings on its
back —like bat wings.”

* * *

OT ALL OF the flying weird-

ies are quite so hizarre as
these. There are a number of
other cases in which the strange
sighting is described as resem-
bling —and in fact might ac-
tually be —a bird, although o
unusual features. :
Curiously enough on April 9,
1248, the same day as the Long-
view, Wash., sighting, on a farm
outside Caledonia, Ill., Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Price saw what they

called “‘a monster bird . . , big-

ger than an airplane.” It had a
long neck, huge powerful wings
and in Price’s words, ‘““what I
suppose were its feet trailing be-
hind it.”” It flew out of sight in the
northeast.

Shortly afterwards a Freeport,
Il., truck driver came forth with
corroborating testimony admit-
ting that he had seen the crea-
fure from a different location on
the same day. ‘I saw the bird,”

———
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Veryl Babb said, “but at first I
didn't say anything because I
thought people would Iaugh at
me, When I read that Price had
seen it I decided to report all

" about it.”

And then a former army col-
onel related that nearly a week
before, on April 4, a gigantic
bird had passed above him at an
altitude of about 4000 feet while
he stood talking with Col. Ralph
Jackson, head of Western Mili-

" tary Academy, and a farmer

near Alton, Il1l. He did not point it
out to his companions. He said,
“It looked too incredible.”

~*“I thought there was some-
thing wrong with my eyesight,”
Walter Siegmund said, “but it
was definitely a bird and not a
glider or jet plane. It appeared
to be flying northeast. Two army
planes had just flown over in the
same direction and I thought it
was a pursuit craft following
them. But from the movements
of the object and its size, I fig-
ured it could only be a bird of
some tremendous size.”

It was a 12-year-old boy named
James Trares, however, who
first sighted the mysterious bird.
Three months before, in January
1948, James was playing outside
his parents’ home in Glendale,
IH., just before sunset when he
saw something that sent him
scurrying inside to his mother,
Mrs. J. J. Trares.
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“There’s a bird outside as big
as a B-20!” he exclaimed breath-
lessly. He said he knew it was
not a plane because he saw its
wings flapping. The creature was
gray-green in color and flying .
toward the sun. '

On April 10, 1948, the day after
the Price and Babb sightings in
Caledonia, the bird appeared
over Overland, Ill., and was re-
ported by Mr. and Mrs. Clyde C.
Smith and Les Bacon. They said
they thought it was a pursuit
plane until it began to flap its
wings furiously. The creature
appeared to be dark gray in col-
or from where they viewed it in
the Smiths’ backyard just before
noon. As it happened, it was
Smith’s second sighting of the
day. “I first saw it when I was
out in the yard that morning,”
he said later, “‘and I thought it
was a type of plane I had never
seen before. It was circling and
banking in a way I had never
seen a plane perform and I kept
waiting for it to fall.”

A week later, on the 18th, Chet
Burke of Richmond Heights, 1.,
reported that a strange bird
passed over his house. But this
one was much smaller than a
plane and resembled an alba-
tross, a seabird that does not fly
as far inland as western Illinois.

On April 24 a more impressive
report was made at Alton, I,
where E. M. Coleman and his 15-
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year-old son James gazed on an
astonishing sight. “It was an
enormous, incredible thing with
a body that looked like a naval
torpedo,” Coleman said. ‘It was
flying at about 500 feet and cast a
shadow the same size as that of
a Piper Cub at the same height.”
Cpl. Clarence Johnson and Pa-
frolman Francis Hennelly of the
St. Louis police force got a look
at the bird as it flew silhouetted
against the moon that night.
“The thing was as big as a small
airplane,” Hennelly said. “Iis
wings were flapping and it was
headed southwest, flying at alti-
tude of several hundred feet. I
thought it was a large eagle but
I’'ve never seen one that big be-
fore.” oL
Two days later on April™ 26,
1948, a St. Louis chiropractor,
Dr. Kristine Dolezal, just had
finished breakfasting in her sec-
ond-floor apartment. About 8:40
she got up from the table and
started across the kitchen. Sud-
denly the sounds of a nearby
airplane flying low over the
house broke the silence. ‘It
sounded like something was
wrong with the motor,” Dr.
Dolezal commented later. “It
sort of roared and sputtered.”
She stepped out onto the porch
to see what was wrong but was
hardly prepared for what
greeted her. “I looked at the
. plane, then I glanced over the
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other way,” she reported. *‘I saw ,
this bird just come from nowhere
it seemed like. I thought, “What
is it? Is it a big bird, or what?”’
As the creature came nearer it
seemed inexplicably to grow
larger. Dr. Dolezal at first
thought her- eyes were playing
tricks on her but then realized
it had spread its wings which
previously had been folded back.
In the meantime the plane
changed course and for a mo-
ment it looked as if the bird
would crash info its side. But it
flapped its wings lazily three
times and both bird and plane
vanished into the clouds.
In the May 2 issue of the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch’s “Every-
day Magazine,” writer Dickson
Terry commented, ‘“‘Like others
who have seen the thing, Dr.
Dolezal describes it as grayish-
black in color. Her description of
the deliberate beating of the
huge wings also jibes with other
descriptions. However, where
others describe it as having no
tail to speak of, the thing she
saw had, she says, quite an eX-
ceptional tail. It was like a rec-
tangular box which had been
sawed or divided down the cen-
ter. When its wings were spread,
she said, she could see ridges
across them, like the ribs which
show beneath the covering on the
wings of a plane.”
The following day instructors

S .
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pt the Mississippi School of
Aeronautics at Lambert-St Louis
Field sighted an “awfully big
bird” at an altitude of about
1200 feet.

Little more than 24 hours Iater
salesman Harry Bradford, while
in the process of turhing off the
Red Feather Express Highway
at Kingshighway, saw the bird,
stopped his car and turned a
spotlight on it. The creature cir-
cled for a moment or two, then
streaked northward, “I've seen it

three times in the last four days

and that’s toe much tomfoolery
for a man of 50 to take,” Brad-
ford {old the papers.

Apparently it was getting to be
too much for other persons as
well, if the letters stacking up in
St. Louis Mayor Aloys P. Kauf-
mann’s office were any indica-
tion. “Why has nothing been
done about this?” one Ietter-
writer ‘demanded to know. “All
St. Louis is upset about it. Who
knows? Maybe it’s a man-killing
bird.” Another wrote, “I don’t
think it’s a bird — but I hape it
is.” Still others offered theories:
it was an albatross, a blue heron,
a pelican, but these ‘‘explana-
tions” were as unlikely as the
sightings themselves,

The mayor for his part passed
the buck to his administrative
agsistant, Charles Hertenstein,
who was given instructions (evi-
dently seriously) to set a trap for
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the beast. However, after discov-
ering blue heron tracks on an
island in the Meramee River on
the 30th, Hertenstein, relieved,
suggested this might be the ex-
planation ~— although the reports
had suggested a considerably
larger bird than the blue heron,
a common enough sight along
the Illinois-Missouri border.

The next day: Hertenstein’s
sigh of relief had turned into a -
groan. “‘Don’t tell me we now
have a self-illuminated fying
monster,” he complained. But
that is precisely what three St.
Louis citizens, Charles Dunn, an
inspector for U.S. Steel, his wife
Mary "and Clifford Warden, had
reported seeing the night before
at- 10 o’clock.

Said Dunn, “I thought people
who - reported secing the thing
were ‘bugs’ until I looked into
the sky last night. It was flap-
ping its wings and moving quite
fast at about 3000 feet altitude
and appeared to be illuminated
by a dull glow. It looked about
the size of a Piper Cub plane but
there was no engine sound and it
was not a plane. I could hardly
believe my eyes.”

At this juncture the Civil Air
Patrol offered to make aerial
searches for the bird whose ap-
pearances had begun to attract
nationdl attention. A man from
Bowling Green, Ind., wrote Her-
tenstein to tell him he had seen it
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or something wery similar two
years before and it had been the
size of a 1200-pound horse. A
" South Dakotan thought it was a
condor — “a harmless carrion-
eater and very rare” — and
should be treated with considera-
tion. Albert T. Bertram, Jr., a
meteorological aide with the U.5.
Weather Bureau, describing his
May 2 sighting, said the bird
resembled the storks he had seen
in Africa.

But ironically, just when pub-
lic excitement reached its peak
the sightings came to an abrupt
halt.

To the Indians of the area the
giant mystery bird was ‘really
nothing new. Their traditions are
full of stories about the piaga,
¢an enormous bhird with horns,
terrifying red eyes, scales, a tig-
er’s head and a long griffon-like
tail.” So when they heard the
white man’s reports the Indians
merely nodded their heads.

Piasa or not, the creature had
not yet put in its last appear-
ance, On March 27, 1957, H. M.
Cranmer of Renovo, Pa., and a
young friend watched a huge
bird filying 500 feet above them.
Cranmer said, “Its wing motion
reminded me of a blue heron,
except the bird was lighter and
grayer in color. I called the
American Legion and inquired if

anyone had seen a big bird half

an hour before, A man who had

RATE
just come in said it had flown
over Westport, come down Fish~
dam Run and then flown up Two-
Mile Run. He said its wingspread
was 25 or 30 feet.

“A week later another flew the
same course, Two weeks later
another flew a different course,
up the Shintown Run, down Hev-
ner Run and up Hammersley
Fork stream. Each time. there
were several witnesses.” Cran-
mer reported still another sight-
ing in the area on July 4, 1962, .

In May 1961 a New York busi-
nessman flying up the Hudson
River Valley was buzzed by
something “like, a fighter plane
making a pass.” When he got a
good look at it he gasped in
amazement. It was a huge bird
drifting lazily in the air “with
scarcely any movement of its
wings.” He had nothing with
which to make comparisons and
could not. judge its size but he
insisted it was ‘‘a damned bhig
bird, bigger than an eagle. For a
moment I doubted my sanity be-
cause it loocked more like a
pterodactyl out of the prehistoric
ages.” : T

Just months before Floridians
around that state’s Tamiami
Trail had been puzzling about an
enormous bird which numerous
persons reported encountering,
One witness, Eric Harnew, saw
something at Matheson Ham-
mock Park. “It was flapping

WINGED WEIRDIES

t{lose huge wings and making a
Eind of rushing sound,” he said,
A woman said it “looked like a
big vulture . . . wingspread about
55 feet. Isn’t that sorta unusual?”’

-Another huge bird —“about ag
big as a Piper Cub airplane,” in
ohe witness’s words — showed up
over Salt Lake City, Utah, on
July 18, 1966, and sent residents
scurrying for cover. It circled
the area several times before

disappearing in the east.
* % *

,FOR YEARS researchers have

been so Preoccupied with
reports of wunexplained aerial
“constructions’” that they have
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ignored a mystery of perha
eve.xf greater dimensions: uynex-
plained aerial creatures, There
are all kinds of theories about
the origins 1

to interplanetary space — but
none to explain where these
winged men and beasts come
fror}n, unless they are “simply” a
variety of UFO' phenomena. In
which case we're facing all kinds
of new and baffling questions!

Someday perhaps we’ll know
some of the answers. In the
meantime, keep your eyes open,
And don’t be surprised if your
“UFO” has wings that flap.

A,

DR. SEUSS may have been
: only spoofing when hLe
wrote the delightfyl children’s
tale, Green Eggs and Ham, but
Clara went and laid some, Clara
iz the pride of the henyard in
Roy Smith’s farm in Purleigh,
E:_lgland. Thus far Clara has
laid some two dozen eggs of
greenish hue. Smith ‘recently
sold one for $108, reports the
San Diege Evening Tribune. A
dozen others are being studied

GREEN EGGS WORTH GOLD

by researchers at London Tni-
versity and three have hatched.
Not to be outdone, Mr, and
Mrs. Paul J. Woletskas of Losg -
Angeles, Calif,, report that they
have several black hens that lay
green eggs. Poultry fanciers
speculate that the green-cgg-lay-
ing hens might be of a South
American strain known as Aran.-
canas, who reputedly lay mnot
orfly green eggs but pale blue
olive drab and pink ones too. ’

of UFOs— from -
secret places inside the earth -
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sightings of i Moath-
man pr the Texas Batan.

Houston Batman™ (October

953 Fare) William C. Thompson

ites of the June 18 1053, sightings

! a so-called &0 l;in a pecan tree

ouston, Tex., which had some

congection with & UFO seen over-
ead,

Nevertheless, congratulations to
?uthors Clark and Coleman for prov-
ing once again there are more ‘things
n; heaven and earth than are dreamt
of in our philosophy. — Gei D
Fawcett, Mt. Alry, NC. 00
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THE POWER OF SUGGESTIO
In reply to Lewis M. Fox’s letzr in
the April 1972 Fare the herb Gota
Kola is not the same plant as Tana-
cetum vilgare or tansy, Gota Kola,

" . alse known as Fo-Ti-Tieng, is Hydro-

cotyle asigtica. Our native H;
cotyle rotundifolia (marsh p::i;;:
wort) is the form of the genus we

Yoy —— -

"Walpole, Liberli—ier

) MORE WINGED WEIRDIES _'
The articie-ertithed—a¥irgedvweir-

dies” (March 1972 FatE) is excellent
but the authors did not cover the 1967

1 Miﬂg#m .I?'Pf”ﬂ:lﬂ_l _ ¥vow in America. Whr itﬁlﬁg_ﬁn__

- contiafy and medicinal b wocw,  OUTE
and medicinal, but lengthen-

ing man’s life-span )
clajimed for it TP 15 mowhere
In my opinion the attainment of
advaneed -age is a product of many
factnz_'s, €. g. individual body chem-
istry ‘makeup, heredity, ete., not the
least of_which is emotional makeup.
Many,_ if not most, of the herbal
remedies and tonics owe their sue-

cess to the ‘power of suggestion

Advertiving Div. — FATE Mugezise
500 Hyocinth Flace
Highlond Pork, 1. 60035

An old man pushes his way

_through the mob, shoving the old

woman aside. When he tries to
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. INSTANT SWT
EVEN-YEAR-OLD Douglas
Wood of Fort Worth, Tex.,
never-Jearned to swim. But last

w Angjl while their -mother, Mrs.

James Wood, was on the tele-
phone Douglas- and his ‘sister
Vicky went to play beside the
apartment house swimming pool.
Suddenly Douglas screamed that
four-year-old Vicky had fallen
into the pool. Mrs, Wood was
frantic because she could not
swim either. They could see the

_ girl on the bottom of the pool

through nine feet of water,

“Momma, I'll get her,” the
boy said and jumped in before
his mether could stop him. Kick-
ing his legs like a frog young
Dguglas swam to the bottom and
grabbed his sister’s hand. They
both drifted to the surface and
Mrs. Wood hauled them out of
the pool.

“It was a miracle,” she ex-
claimed. “The boy cannct swim
at all” .

HOMAS A. JONNG s this
"1 _c4ory in the September 18,
1972, New York Times. He had
been touring Nigeria to report
on the accomplishments of a
team of agricultural experts from
the United States Agency for
International Development who
had been teaching African farm .
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EXPLOSIVE GOOSE

'ARLY LAST June Mrs. Al
Stewart of Sheridan, Calif.,
called the sheriff’s office in near-
by Auburn to tell an unlikely
story. A wild gray goose she had

- % and fra %5 i
MUSSEHL & w%gmﬂﬁﬁx.n%la Fori Street.

Fort Atkinsor, Wisconsin

been feeding inexplicably .gx-

loded whil about 50 feet
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54508,

o Bex L.A., Lﬂ' 20054

above the ground, she said.
Feathers and down were scat-
tered around and the body fell
onto a plowed fleld next to her
garden.

Investigating officer Norman

s g S P,

PP,

The Yoga Secrets o
Pundit Acharya

T Y

Karde drove out to Mrs.
art's home, examined the goose
and determined the bird had not
been shot. He theorized that per-
haps the goose had swallowed a
dynamite blasting cap anc;EP
somehow the substance was se

| off. Newsmen were skeptical of |
v Karde’s report but he remamedu_
?  firm in his opinion that somehow

: “ the goose actually had exploded
P=in midair.
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REPQORT FROM THE READERS 161

on the subject of visions, out-of-the-
body experiences and other psychic
phenomena involving eritically and/
or terminally ill patients, their tam
ilies and friends.

We would like to hear from' FaTe
readers who have had such ex-
periences or know of persons whao
have. — L, Edward Durbin, 635 Fay-
ette St., Washington, Pa, 15301,

THE NONEXISTENT AUSTRALIAN

After reading a little #fem in your
April issue (“Think-Alike Twins”) I
grew curious about the “Joan Say-
ers” who was said to be one of the
twins. She was supposed to have
lived in Perth, Australia, so I wrote
to the Postmaster there. He replxed
in-a nice letter saying he had tried in_
every posmble way to locate a “Joan
Sayers” but in his opinion there is
not and never has been, -a person
by that. name in Perth. — June
Strickling, Prescott, Ariz.

MYSTERIOUSLY M!SS!NG PHOJO

One day in 1886 with a
30-foot wmgsEaT ar
Tombstone ATz The bird was
brought into town and photographed.
The photo shows the bird nailed to
the side of a barn with outstretched

wings. To show its monstrous size six .

men are standing in front of the bird
with their arms outstretched finger-
tip to fingertip.

The photo presumably was pub-
lished in the Tombstone Epitaph.
However, the newspaper does not
have it. Also, National Geographic is
alleged to have reproduced the photo
but this source has been checked and
my reswlis were negative.

Hundreds of persons have seen the
picture but no one can remember
where. I would like to hear from any
FATE reader who has a copy of the
photo or knows of its whereabouts, —
David Weidl, 83 Model Ave., Hope-
well, N.J. 08525.
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PROVE YOUR PSYCHIC POWERS
WITH A .

PLANCHETTE!

OTHER WAY OF BECOMING CDNCII‘I'!.

Successful experimenters yeport finding
the Planchette a highly effective aid to
automatic writing and say they prefer it
to any other method. They particularly
find it much faster than the Quija Board,
which is used to mpell out leiters one by
one,, The Planchette i3 espeecially favored
by timse who prefer to work in medita-
tive solitude. Our authentic Planchette,
about gix inches In length, is beautifully
hand-crafted of smooth wood and given:
a high lustre with a wood-resin polish.

HOW THE PLANCHETTE WORKS:

Specially-fitted pencil forms one leg of
planchette, the other two rolling free on
ball bearings. These ball bearings permit
the slightest indication of movement to
take effect, the tindest wisp of pressure
transmitted through your hand. Only a supe-
rior product, an authentic psychic appliance,
rould have thig expensive ballbearinz feature.

Complete instructions for use of the plan-
chette, as well as for its care and protectfon,
are incl;nded with this advanced psychic in-
strument.

ORDER YOURS TODAY! ONLY $4.95
Flease add 50c yostage and handling.

VENTURE BOOKSHOP

P.O. Box 249, Hishiand Park, 111, 40035
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handling.
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% STUNNING IN ITS IMPACT!
» us, Edgar Cayce, Mother

ostradam:
Shipton Malachi and others show what
will happen during the next 30 years.
“THE FINAL YEARS' by Robert H.
Qlsen tells WHY Earth's rotation NOwW
slowing — VAN ALLEN belts failing —
heat waves — mutations.

**********1

polar shifts.
. No hysteria but a reasoned gnalysis of
data which verifies these prophecies and
shows what they mean to you!

$3.00 postpaid.
RHO PUBLISHERS
: 838 N. Keanan 5t., Monteballo, c,noun:
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ters everything and mothers are
afraid to let their children play
outside, fearful they will catch
some vile disease.

+ Such has beer the plight of Ed-
gar Emerich, Route 77, near
Graceham, Md., and his neigh-
~bors this past fall, winter and
spring. Mr. Emerich Hhasn’t

- known what to do about the in-

vasion and neither have local,
state or federal authorities.
Posses of men and boys equipped
with firearms, firecrackers, bird
distress calls, noisemaking de-
vices and eXxplosives have at-
tempied to dislodge the unwel-
cpme " visitors. Nothing has
worked; the birds come in to

. roost later and later at night.
Millions of them are there by

morning.

As we write, forestry teams
are starting to thin Mr. Em-
erich’s grove. ‘‘The situation has
been impossible to imagine,”
says the Rev. Franklin Jones,
pastor of the Graceham Moravian
church. “You would have to see

*cﬂ.:’
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. and- foilow — but -no monsters -

feven chased;

‘dreams to preserve for him the
-awesome ' ‘magnificence of cre-

SO U U SR I e - -
—

d ogs can sm;Il

are ever captured. UFOs are:
photographed, seen - on. radar,;
-they electmmg-
: etlcally affect automobﬂea ‘ap-
pear to house humanmds—-hut:
1o physmal artxfact ever ;s

physically.”
erhaps -man - needs

ation. Perhaps he creates them

. out ‘of his own head — even the

photographs and the radar 51ght—
mgs

But more hkely somethmg
strange is going on. :

In Rio Grande City, ‘Sheriﬂ'l
Ray Alvarez sgy§ Deaplg, began
to report seeing the Big Bird inp
November 1975. ‘‘They said it!
looked . half-human and half-i

‘bird,” he told UPI At tinyd

Olmito, between Brownsville and
Harlingen, people reported Big

Bird looked like a flying ostrich

or thea.
On the night of January 7, 1976,

% i8  optcal-guali

: suler thls story ot the Blg Bu'd of
Texas o -
. Big Bird stories are hke mon-
ster stones like' sasquatch 5to-
slones, even like

v
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Alverico Guajardo, 35, told po-
lice he heard something: like =
sandbag hit the corner of his

 mobile. home near Brownsville.

He grabbed his knife, got into his
automeobile, swilched his head-
Jamps’ on, and “drove around in
back of 'the Homie for a Getter
look. ¥
I Guajardo told police he spent
three ierrifying minutes staring
eyeball. to .eyeball with a

with' eyes like silver dollars,
wings like a bird and face like a
bat: It had a skinny beak “three
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jor four feet long.*
"."It's got wings like & bird but
it's no birl,”" Guajardo said.”

It walked — didn’t Iy — away.

“The Lower Rio Grande Valley
iz full of steries about Big Bird,
A Harlingen TV staiion showed
gilant bird prints photographed in
a freshly plowed field. The three-
toed prints were nine inches wide
and 12 inches long. Two children
said they saw a hairy “ape-like”
creature making them,

The first week in January, San
Benito Egugemen Arturo Padilla
and Homero (zalvan, in separate
squad cars, saw a huge white
bird with an ‘estimated 15-foot
wingspan gliding over the city.

Y1t was more or less like a
stork or pelican type of bird."
said Padilla. “The wingspan, I
guess, was about like a pretty
good-sized car.”

“siranpge animal” four feet tall,,

I-8EE BY THE PAPERS

Hairy cu‘qbrﬂ‘y ali-
var was the subject
of coansiderable na-
tionwide publicity af-
tar MNew York atterney
Michael Miller  pur-
chased him for $8,000.
The claim that Oli-
yar is an immature
Bigfoot seems unlikely
singe the seven-year-
old ape-like creaturs
comeas  from South
Africa. |Wide Werld
phota]

Jesse Garcia and WVanacio
Bodriguez, supply specialists at
Kelly Air Force Base, were

checking out gle gtock tank ata
rarch near Poteefl] ol San

eet away from it It
looked about five feet tall. He
started flying but I never saw
him flap his wings. He made no
noise at all' said Garcia.
The Willacy County sheriff’s
office =aid Armondo Grimaldo
told them a large black bird with
big eyes and a monkey-like face
attacked him and tore his jadket
and shirt. Hospital attendants
fotmd no frace of physical injury
but Grimalde, obviously upset,
would not talk to newsmen.

Antonio, when they gaw Big Bird
i in the water. “ﬁe were

19

So far as is known, there are
no birds in the world that match
all the reported descriptions of
the Big Bird of Texas. And there
have been no takers for the
81.008 reward offered for the cap-
ture, ‘alive, of Big Bird.

However, & Texas A&M orni-
thologist, Keith Arnold, suggests
it possibly may be a jabitu, a
Central American stork, which
has strayed farther north than its
normal breeding grounds. He
deszcribes a jabiru as having a
10-foot wingspan, a featherless
head and large feet — with
which top leave larpe ({racks,
These birds have massive black
bills and white plumage. Their
heads and necks are bare;, and
black and red in color:




