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MOTHER TERESA sces povertyasa .
kind of richness—and richness as
impoverishment—as she cares for the
dying and unwanted of Calcutta

BY EDWARD W. DESMOND

Q. What did you do this morning?
A. Pray.

Q. When did you start?
A. Half past four.

Q. And after prayer?

A. We try to pray threugh our work by doing itwith Jesus, for
Jesus, to Jesus. That helps-us put our whole heart and soul
into doing it. The dying, the crippled, the mentally ill, the un-
wanted, the unloved—they are Jesus in disguis

Q. People know you as a sort of religious social worker. Do
they understand the spiritual basis of your work?

A. I don’t know. But I give them a chance to come and touch
the poor. Everybody has to experience that. So many young
people give up everything to do just that. This is something
so completely unbelievable in the world, no? And yet it is
wonderful. Our volunteers go back different people.

Q. Does the fact that you are a woman make your message
more understandable?
A. I never think like that.

Q. But don’t you think the world responds better to amother?

A. People are responding not because of me but because of

what we are doing. I think that before, people were speaking

much about the poor, but_ now more a?% ore BeolBle arﬁ

slgeam'n%he RQOL. That 1s'the great difference. The wor.
as created this.

The presence of the poor is known now, especially
the poorest of the poor, the unwanted, the uncared for.
Before, nobody bothered about the people in the street.
We have picked up from the streets of Calcutta 0
people, and 23.000-something have died-in that one room
[at Kalighat]. '

Q. Humble as you are, it must be an extraordinary thing to be a

- 4 ’A' But it is his work. I think God W
hx uﬁmg ggthmgnessl

‘Q. How are

vehicle of God’s grace in the world.

Q. You feel you have no special qualities?
A. I don’t think so. I don’t claim anything of the work. It is his

-work. I am like a little pencil in his hand. That is all. He does

the thinking. He does the writing. The pencil has nothing to
dowith it. The pencil has only to be allowed to be used. In hu-
man terms, the success of our work should not have hap-
pened, no?

Q. What is God’s greatest gift to you?
A. The poor people.

ey a
A. I have an opportunity to be 24 hours a day with Jesus.

Q. Here in Calcutta, have you created a real change?

{ As I think so. People are aware of the presence, and also

many, many, many Hindu people share with us. Now we nev-
er see a person lying there in the street dying. It has created a
worldwide awareness of the poor.

Q. Beyond showing the poor to the world, have you conveyed
anymessageabouthow lo work B noos
.-.‘¢M~
sus for me. Ibehevemt at
for them.

Q. Friends of yours say you are disappointed that your work

- has not brought more conversions in this great Hindu nation.
“A. Missionaries-don’t think of that. They only want to pro-

claim the word of God. Numbers have nothing to'do with it.
But the people are putting prayer into action by coming and
W Everywhere people are helping. There
may not be a big conversion like that, but we do not know -
what is happening in the soul.

Q. What do you think of Hinduism?
A. 1 love all religions, but I am in love with my own.

Q. And they should love Jesus too?
A. Naturally, if they want peace, if they want joy, let them
find Jesus. If people become better Hindus, better Muslims,

better Buddhists b acts of lgve then there is something
clse growing themasw
When they come closer, they have to choose.

Q. You and Pope John Paul ll, among other church leaders,
have spoken out against life-styles in the West, against maten-
alism and abortion. How alarmed are you?

A. I always say one thing. Ifia mother can kill her own child,

then what is left of the West to be destroyed? It is difficult to
explain, but it is just that.

Q. Is materialism in the West an equally serious problem?
A. I don’t know. I have so many things to think about. I pray
lots about that, but [ am not occupled by that. Take our con-

gregation: we have ye T WE@W
St QiR ¢ more you have, the more you are occu-
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s a freedom, It i is not a mort1 ca
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“The hunger for
love is much more
difficult to

remove than the
hunger for bread.
The real poor
know what is

joy.”
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A. Kalighat. When the people die in peace, in the love of

Z no this, no that. This is the only fan in the whole house. It

y doesn’t matter how hot it is, and it is for the guests. But we | God, it is a wonderful thing. To see our poor people happy

x are perfectly happy. together with their families, these are beautiful things. The

» joy of the poor people is so clean, so clear. The real poor

s Q. How do you fin en? ' know what is joy.

C Wm Sometimes they are ,

2 lo inside. They are never satiﬁﬁl M Q. There are people who would say it is an illusion to think of

it 10 . I don’t say all o are like that. Every- | the poor as joyous, that they must be given housing, raised up.

t me. I find that poverty hard to remove. The | A. The material is not the only thing that gives joy. Some-

b % udu sl iodmon, anhe. | fhine steater than (hat W}
unﬁer or bread. They are content. That 1§ the grca erence between the

o rich and the poor.

b Q. There has been some criticism of the very severe regimen

¢t under which you and your sisters live. . Q. People who work with you say you are unstoppable. You al-

16 A. We choose that. That is the difference between us and the | ways get what you want.

p1 poor. Because that will bring us closer to our poor people.H# A. Thagsrichiadllig :

fin canwebe truthful to theg WM? Ifwehave andl ,

sp cverything possile that money can buy, that the world can g Q. What are your plans for the future?

$1 give, then what is our connection to the poor? What language @ A. I just take one day. Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not

er WillIspeak to them? What language? Now if the people tell me Yygome. We have only today to love Jesus.

siy it is so hot, I can say, “You come and see my room.”

me Q. And the future of the order?

to Q- What Is the most joyful place that you have ever visited? A. Ttishisconcern. n

Ww: SRR

ing nuge sums in order to be the one
survive.” As a result, Europe is-moving
lot faster.

TNT Europe: “We have the eicii_ge,':rit‘i we
will keep it.”

Postal services are no longer fast enough
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