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THE IDENTIFIEDS

fis a serious UFQ researcher, as do all others, [ feel that all UFQ reports are of extrese
isportance. However, those of alaost greater iaportance are those that have been identified. These
otten help to create a pattern by which UFD's can be identified, When a witness describes what he
thinks is a UFD (but is actually a known cbject), the description can be cosparad to similar UFQ
descriptions and eid in it's identification. In this way, the researcher learns to see through the
witness' eyes. This is valid only when the witness describes it as it is actually viesed, withgut any
gabelllzlagnd. This is especially true when dealing with aisidentifications.

In the case of lies and hoaxes, the above is only true when similar lies and hoases have been
contireed as such. This is way it is of extreme ismportance that ail confiraed lies and hoaxes be known
to researchers. The only probles here is that future liars and hoarers will alss have this
information, They can thus be able to aveid pitfalls.’ .

in the data concerning the airship wave, the identifieds fell into four catagaries: the liars,
the practical jokers, misidentifieds, and newspaper hoaxes, The latter catagery is special interest is

relatior to the airship wave. This relationship will be dealt with in greater detail in the chapter on
thearies. )

THE LIARS

e

in all fields dealing with the paranoreal, the UFQ researcher is constantiy on the receiving
end cf the

58 who ceek notoristy in the fore of lies. This is especially true during zny UFD flap, It
does nct reguire asuch imagination to read several UFD reports and concoct a story that is fairly
believahle. If these people only knew what frustration they cauce a researcher, they would, hepefully,
cease this fors of entertainsent. If a researcher is followin: : series of valid UFO sightings and a
pattern is beginning to eserge, and a liar, or two, works the:r - -ide, it beccaes a nightsare. This is
especially true when the false reports do not it the pattern. 5 ressarcher goes berserk trying to
figure cut where he went wrong.

Perhaps the greatest damage is done when the liar adds a new ‘zature to the ghenomencn, If the
report is circulated as fact, and less isaginative liars utilize, or eabellish, the new faature, it
3030 teccses a piece to the 'UFQ puzile that does not exist. The ncise becoaes the signal. It would
pessidiy eceae a turning point in the field of UFD research if a law was passec that zllowed
prasecutica of liars and npasers. .

Fortunately, iiars tend to aake a aistake scaewhere and are usuzlly found out, They also have the
tendency tz let it he known that they did sanage to pull it of4. Some even have a censcisus, and
finally admit to the lie. Unfortunately, somse are too clever and the lie goes op as fact.

Ca., and dated November 26th, appeared in the San Francisco {C4) Call of Novesber 27, 1896. It
reported that two men stced on a corner with 3 piece of pipe and said they could see the airship with
their “telescepe.® They charged others a fee to look through it, °The pecple taken in refused to
divulge the sell to others and so the joke went on indefinitely.”

It was also evident that the lie was not reported by the liar; but bty those sho believed the lie,
Hote the following which appeared in the Rockport (MD) Atchiscn County Journal of April 3¢, (397:
“Some toys came to town cne day last week and reported that an airship had landed in a field botween
hare and Tarkio, and the result has been a large display of imagination comsonly calied lies. [t was
tald first as a joke, but one of those street sitters overheard it and told it for the truth, and away
it went, The fact is there is more air about it than ship.®

There were aany instances inwhich the liar serely said he had seen the airship. Since no details
were given about the airship to sake thea interesting, these will be anly [isted:

DATE LOCATION TI%E WITNESS ;
4-1-97 Sioux City, Ia. bays
4-1-97 Mctouth, Ks. George Briner
§-12-97 Litchfield, Ii. trainaen



)-

4-14-97 Superior, Wi. 2 men
4-15-97 Peoria, Il. 0109 students
$-17-97 Horton, In. BED

4-22-97 Wheeling, Hv. 2004 boys

4-27-97 lanesville, Il. J. &. Rhodes
4-97 Bluefield, Wv. residents

Lizrs often make the mictake of indicating honest pecple as corrchorative witnesces to the
alleged sighting, In the following instances, the honest person adaitted that the story was a fake
criginating with the cther witness; the liar. The Saginaw (MI) Evening News of April 17th printed:

‘A report was circulated that Asa W, Fi=ld and V., A, Goddard had seen the machine but Mr, Figld said
that it wae ciaply a report concocted vy Nr. Boddard to stuff a newcpaper sen with.® The Lleveland
{0) Flaindealer, of May 7th, reported that gzplo 1 - LG aL
tratt one night. It was brilliantly 1it and landed on the water, It then either left or gubmergec. Ore
¢f the allegec witnesses denied the story and said it was ali a joke.

] & 2 o

THE PRACTICAL JOKERS

I the law, as mzenticned previcusly, was passed tc proscute UFC liars and hoasers, thess
ingividuals should receive the stiffest punisheent available, Their criae is not only in creating the
talse UFQ sighting, but aleo in creating & false belief, The witness, given that he daes not know of
the joke, would develop & belief in UFD's in response to their sighting. When the joke bezomes known,
the belief is shattered and the resulting disbelief would refute all valid reports.

The practical joker ditfers from the liar since they do not usually report the sighting. They
actually create a UF0 for scapone else to.see. They are scre creative than the liar and go to sose
exsence in order to create the proper conditions. The witness ic actually describing a real event,
even though not a UFD. It is easily understood why 2 well conceived and executed hoax of this nature
iz very detrieental to the acceptarce of the UFD phenogenon.

Fortunately, practical jokers take pride in their work. Once the excitesent ic over, they can
hardly weit to claie it ae their’s, From the nuaber of ballocn and kite hoawes, to be covered later in

this thapter, the practicaz! jckers seezed 1o be waiting for the airship wave. And they worked their
art well.
Befare tha airship wave had even sterted, the practical joker had aiready struck. The Harysville

speal of Noveeber 20, 1894, printed a letter from a ean fros Sutter County who wrote that on
eaber 17th @ aan tied & lantern to the leg of a sandhill crane and it +lew toward Sacrasentz, Tne
Sait Lake City {UT) Deseret Evening News of Deceaber 2, 1896, referred to an article tzksn froz the
Woodiand (CR) News which said that Ying Lee of Wachington, Ca., captures @ pelican, tied @ Japanese
lantern to one of it's legs, ang turned it logse.
There were several inctances inwhich a practical joker did hic job, but there was no real
indication of what was done or how it wac done. This was noted in the following two articles:
“J. W. Sanders ic the auther and founder of that airship seen the other night. He said it xa
near April Fool dav that he couldn't resict the temptation.®-Marquette (KS! Tribune, fpril 2, 897,
*The airship was seen in Beleit Monday evening by a large nusber of ocur people, who are under
cbligations to Park Findlay or Dwight Tayler for the opportunity, as it is said that they had charge
of the cratt that evening."-Belcit (KS) Bazette, fipril 15, 1897.
In the few cases where the joker served as witness, he usually attempts to provide physical
evidence ot his joke. For 1897, the best evidence would be a photograph of the airship, According to
the April [2th issue of the Chicage {IL) Times-Herald, at 0530 on April {ith, Walter McCann of Rogers

Pari, 1., secured two photos of the airship. He saw the airship as & cigar shaped object. He ran for
his camera and took wo phptos, E. L. Osborne and Wa. Hoodless saw hia take the photos and the
airship. They saw the outline of a man jg it pulling a rudder and the ship was 400 feet away. #n
expert at the Times-Herald said 1t was Eenuine and 1t would be ingossible to fake. The Chicago Post of

April 12ih published the stateaments of o, U. Cress, another expert photographer, who said that the
airship, in order to produce the image it did at the given distance, would have to be the size of the



fasonic Temple, Monadnock Building, city hall, county building, and the Board of Trade building all
together, The photo shows the airship, the railroad ties at the photographer's feet, three people
running around, and even the man taking the photo. The Chicago Tribune of April 12th stated that still
another expert said it was a fake and had to be a doctored photo, The Nashville {TN) Banner, of April
{7¢h, printed an article taken from the Chicagoe Chronicle inwhich Hoodless confessed that it was a
foax, The airship was a four foot painting that was suspended froma a telegraph pole and that it was
taken at noon. .

®clann’s atteapt to provide false evidence inspired others to do the sase. The Wheeling (W¥)
intelligencer of May Ist reported that a phota had besn taken of the airship there. It was a fake; the
airship was drawn on a negative. Another paper, the Commercial Tribune of Cincimnati, 8., of April

16th, said the airship had been phetographed there. It was also a fake. They siaply photographed a
cardboard aodel cuspended from 2 string. o

Soze practical jokers felt that the occupants of the airship should coasunicate with the pesple
below. This feeling led ta sose very ingenious jakes. In Denver, Ca., during the aftarncon of April
13th, g aper parachute was found near the Equitable building. It was sade of tissue paper and
contained the following note: °This is dropped out in the hope that some one will find the note. e
are in an air ship, tut are lost.” One smal!l boy thought he saw soeething a few sinutes before which
had 2 stream of sacke following it, This was according to the Denver Rocky Mountain Mews of April
{sth. However, the Denver Post, of the sase date, printed a story inwhich Elwood Tameany said he
drappad the parachute froam the Equitable building, On May 3rd, 2 can was found on Ellsworth street in
Sales, (hio. [Inside was 2 note signed "William Harris.” According to the Sales Herald of May 4th, it
was a hoax by soae boys. The name in the last joks should be remesbersd. It will turn up several tiaes
in the chapter concerning physical evidence where

letters fros the airship will be exasined,

Practical jokers used other methods to creaf;-TFE'ETEE?TEE'37'TEEE'airship. Cn two occasions,
Eureka, Ca., on Decesber 2, 139, and Pontiac, Mi., on April 13, 1897, lanterns were hung #rom
tlagpoles, On fpril 10, 1897, at Tarleton, Mb., soes boys were caught shooting fireworks out of a
tree, At &lvin, Tx., on April 18, {397, a buzzard was seen with streasers tied to it's tail., At Plano,
Ta., on the sase day, a buzzard was seen with a burning cotten ball tied to one lsg. One night in May
ot 1897, sozesne in Beeville, Tx., constructed a wooden board with auslin and a rardle in it and
suspendzd it from 3 lamp post.

By far the mpst comscn fora of practical joke utilized

fa the cozeon hot air balloon, These usuaily

consisiad of a saall paper balloon with scae hest source to cause it to rise. There were 133 canfirgsd
instances inshich a balloon of this nature was the cause of an airship sighting. This type of joke was
long used prior ts the airship wave. The following notations give evidence of this:

The Evening Telegraa of Superior, Wi., of April 15, 1897, reported that when Castain
McDougall was @

ballocn.

Az

bay tie saw a2 strange ball of fire coming toward hig. It turned out to fe a firs

The Groville (Ca,) Register of Noveaber 24, 1894, caid, “Sose years ago a rusber of FPortuguese
ainers at {herokee apused theaselves by sending up balloens by ssans of hot air, and attached to these
were tright lights which atiracted such atiention.”

Since it would be very boring for the persen of average interest in UFQ's to have to plod through
the 133 reports, these will found in greater detail in Aspendis

0f cource, it is entirely possifle that some of the confiraed balioon hoaxes could be the arigin
of some of the airship sightings. It would be virtually ispassible to detersine which ones, This is
true since all reports do not indicate the weather conditicns, data on the balloon, and how the hoay
was perpetrated, How long a ballocon would remain in the air and how far one would go is equally
inpossibie to deteraine, Without knowing how large the balloon was and what kind of heat source was
utilized, this is especially the case, A large balloon with a large heat source would naturally te
visible longer, be brighter, and trave! further than a large balloon with a small heat source, It
would te the came with the type of heat source., A single candle would raise 2nd scve a seall balloos,
tut not 3 large one, due to the fact that it could not keep the air hot enough to raise it. 8 large
source, such as ceal or oil scaked cloth, would raise a large balloon easily, However, it would raise
a sxall cne too fast and high, if it survived the heat, The variations are endless.



The eajority of the reports did not indicate how long the balloon was seen. In several reporis,
it was reperted to have been sesn half an hour. In one instance, Los Angeles, Ca., on November 0,
1894, it was seen for one hour,

The reports, also, 010 fiot mention how far the balloon had gone. In the repert froa Droville,
Za., of Novesber 22, 1894, one man caid the balloen should have gone 12 miles before it cagke down, The
ballocn seat up at Superior, ¥i., on April 13, 1897, was said to have been seen in Duluth, Kn,

O sany occassions, sore than one talloon was sent up in the course ef en evening. This was the
case ir the following instances:

DETE LOCATION NUMBER
11-24-9¢% Sar Francicco, Ca. several
11-25-3%¢ Petaluma, Ca. ceverzl
11-25-9% San Francisco, Lz, ceveral
4-15-97 Guthrie Center, Ia. 2
§-13-57 Rock City, Ii. 2
4-14-97 Racine, Wi, 2
4-19-97 Dallas, Tx. 2
4-19-97 Btchison, Ks, several
4-97 Husbcldr, Ia. ceveral
4-97 Dument, la. 2

On November 21, 1894, come boys in Berkely, Ca., claised they
had been sending up balloons for several nights,
Ac would be expected, there were nugerous incidents where the
bzlloon was described as a definite airship. Witness the followig:
On Deceaber {0, 1894, at Riverside, Ca., the balloon was
described.- as a rapidly scving airchip with cecke coming froe 2
funnel. The craft was winged and had 2 propeller.

e

t Helstein, Ia., the btallcon sent up on April 10, 1897, «as
seen 3z an airship with 4 wigge gnd a body like a new rangled
ching sachine,

£l o, or april 10, 1897, the bailocn sert up at Lancaster, Wi,
ac a buttertly-like craft with huge, siecwly ing Wings.
teet long ang had hundreds of Guck feet tans propellin
g2 people were seen on tend VCiCES Were heard

1 2

Again on April 10, 1897, a ballocn was sent up at 5t. Charles,
1l.. Meny saw it as *he airship. Gne "er.on said it was cigar shaped
and he could he g throbbi t engines. &rother said there
were two people abpard, which was enlarges until at least a dozen
N ————————
couples were QantIng Tc the gusic cf a brass band,

The jokers had 3 busy day cn fpril 10, 1897, for another
ballocn was sent up at OGreen Bay, Wi.. Hundregs saw a light
approaching froe the south, It passed to the east of the city and
wae going north rapidly. It was reddish and would die and brighten.
Some san a_larQe Cone shage behind the light. It varied it's
direction and altitude, -

On April 13, 1897, several people at Susfer, la., saw a reddish
airship going northwest to southeast. !t sade cccasional swoops down




and passed over at the height of two tree heights. The pjlot was in
his car and the astronomer was at his post. It was only a balloon.

-

At Portage, Wi., on April 13, 1897, 2 ballcon was sent up. It
was seen as a large body with 2 lights attached; one atove the
other, The lower light was like that of a fire and the upper was
¢right white, It was aoving rapidly and seen for 10 minutes.

Again, on fpril 13, 1897, passengerc on 3 ‘ferpy near Hock
Island, Ii., saw the airship. Shortly after that, they saw a light
rise suddenly in the southwest, It scon sent up a sheet of light and
disappearad. It was only 3 balloen.

On 8pril 14, 1997, a balloon cent up at Rock Rapids, la., was
seen 25 a moving object. It was going rapidly to the west. One 2an

caid it was best shaped and he heard voices in an unknown language.
Another man saw it as green lights that were going §@i1les a ainute,
S —————

At Huntington, In., on April 17, 1897, a ballcon was described

as an airship that hovered for 20 ajqutes. It was to the west and

going east at a great height. It then turned and went west. One sen
said he saw a shaped to it and heard people talking.
N ey’

On May 10, 1897, at Coluabus, 0., the airship was seen aoving
rapidly and @Wm [t was going southwest to northeast
and was 300 to 1000 feet up. One man at the penitentiary said he saw
— the door of an oven open and @ ean shiove! in coal. It was only a é—-

ballcon.

igt
that almost any of the sightings could have been a balloon. Without the confession of the hoax, these
regoris would prebably e unidentified,

Several of these balloon hoaxes were perpetrated by newspaper renorters. Two of these recisved
good coverage by the paper perpetrating it: Burlingtom, Ia., April 10, 1897, and Peoria, Il., Apr:il
14, 1897,

The Burlington (la.) Hawk-Sye of 8pril {1, 1397, reported the details of the hoax there. Two of
the reporters bought 3 balloons amade red, white, and blue paper. These were taken to the northeast
side of town, since the wind was blowing froa the northeact, The first balloon wes sent up. It was 20
fest around, & feet high, and shaped like an inverted light bulb, It had 3 vertical stripes: one red,
one white, and one blue, each stripe & feet wide. It was filled and launched at 2020, and the wind
carried it directly over the city. The reporters then ran into town to get the reports. It was
variously described as different colors, accountable by the three colored stripes. It was seen at Ht.
Pleasant, Middletown, Evans, and other nearby towns. The last report indicated that it was last ceen
around 2110, The paper went on to say that the reporters weuld sent up another balloon on fpril 12th
at 2030,

hccording to the Peoria (IL.) Transcript of dpril 15, 1897, the airship was seen there on fpril
t4th, It was described, generally, as a bright light like a train headlight. Sose went further and
described it as havina wings, tailI rigging, and a fiery furnace, A few heard the sound of machinery,
scae heard music, and some human voices. It left west and was reported at Averyville an !
lgcagrsﬁg'fﬁ'fﬂ%t direction. It was actually a colored halloon sent up by two Transcript reporters,

The fcllowing is a listing of attespted balloon hoazes, instances where balloons were found but
not reperted to have been seen, and known hot air balloon ascensions.

These are just a few of the crases where thic type of description was given. It is easily seen
[
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ATTEMPTED BALLOON HOAXES:
On April 14, 1897, 3 men in Jefferson, la., attespted to send up & 10 foot high paper balloon at
night, Fortunately, it caught fire anc never rose.

Gr April 17, 1897, several people in Landessville, In., attempted to launch a paper balloen but
1t caught fire and never rose.

Soactiae during fApril, there wac zn attespted balloon hoax at Randocish, Nb., which fzijed.
ALLOGNS FOUND BUT NOT REFORTED TO HAYE BEEN SEEN:

E ' ¢ Madera, Ca., an cval tiscue paper balloon was found. It wae red, whitse,
S-% fest in diemeter. It had z box beneath it which showed signs of having had Burning

L

veaber 29th, a tissue paper balloon was found in the rigging of & ship in San
ac & feet high and B feet around and covered with soet.

Or Hoveaber 30, 1896, a balloon was rd in Redwoeoo City, €a.. It uas 5 teet high and zarried an
ad for 2 San Fran:zsco shoe store. It had a red light inside a sezll object suspended bereath it,

En April 14, 1897, a large pink balicon was found in Alten, I,

, 1897, a large tissue paper balleon was found in Chicage, Il.. It wa:c eade of red,
paper and the lower portion had been burned,

On April 17, 1897, a balloon was found in Minneapolis, Mn.. It was the size of a bushel basket,
pade of paper, and chaped like a Chinese lantern, There was a stump of a candle inside. The words "The

Fiying Dutchmen" wae in large white letters on the side. Also, a note fres & man in West Surpericr,
#1., was found, It ctated that the ballocn had been sent up on April 13th,

837, & balloon landes in a yard in Wiraeac, In.. It was made of red, white, ang
teet high, and lightel with red ant green lights.

& bziloon was found at Center, Il.. Alse, &t Westgate, Ia., & paper

B4i LOON ASCENSIONS:
On Nevember 22, 1895, 2 ballocrists were to make ascensione in San Frantisce, Ca.,

On April 17, 1897, Prof. Raymong sade @ ballson ascension and 2 parachute jusp at ®ilson, RE.,
during the atternoon, He said he would make another ascension on April 24th.

On April 17, 1897, Prof. E. R. Linson sade a balloon ascension and & parachute jusp at 1700 at
South Szlon, 0..

On April 24, 1897, Prof. linson made a balloon ascension and a parachute Jusp at South
Charleston, 0.,

On April 29, 1897, Prof. W. H. Kulp was to make a balloon ascension and parachute jusp at
Perrienviile, Mi..
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On April 29, 1897, a hot air balloon, with an 2eronaut, was cent up by the New York World, at New
York City, It was to take aerial phatographs of the city, [t aade ssvera! ascensions at night with
lights attached. It was seen at Harles and various New Jersey cities and reported as the airship.

The secand smost cosaon ploy of the practical joker was the kite, He could attach a lantern to the
tail or to the kite itself and create the stisulus for the UFQ report, During the airship wave, this
was acceaplished en 64 knawn occasions. A full listing of these can be found in Appendix

In 3 sense, these type of hoaxes would be amore difficult to ascertain, The joker would smaintain
aore control of it, as opposed to the ballocn, He could control the distance, altitude, flight
pattern, and direction. By merely pulling the string properly, he could cause it to appear to approach
ar move away. It could he raused to dip and rise, to appear to be descending, or even zigzag. On 2
tnown cccassions, the kite flyers showed definite imagination and tied the kites to a wagon and hauled
it arcund the outskirts of tcun. In one instance, the jokers walked the kite around the adge of town.

This type of hoax was nct a new one. The Fresno (Ca.) Seai Weskly Expositor of Moveater 30, 19895,
reportad that *Thirty-three years age the astronosers of London and vicinity were startlsd by the
appearance of a large and brilliant star, apparently moving rapidly in the sky in a wave,1wg and
sccentric path. Instrusents were trained on the light but nothing could be seen aore than a white hall
of flase and a dark body just above it." It turned out to be a kite with a burning aagnes

1um ribbeoa in

the tail. The Atchison {Ks,) Chaspion of #pril §, 1897, reported that sose beys gave the people &
stare "one night five years ago with a large kite and a lighted Japansse lantern tied on the end.®

There were several occasions inwhich the kite flyer perforaed, at one location, seversl tiees

during the airship wave. Kites with lanterns were sent up <ceveral tises at QOakland, Ca., prior to
Ncvesber 23, 1894, During March of 1897, kites were alse sent up several times near Nanticoke, NY,
This was also the case at Sheboygan, Wi., during April of 1897,

Most of the kites were sent wup by leccal residents. In the locales where these individual lived,
they were known to be flying kites and had done so for soae tise. The Omaha (Nb.) Bee of February 28,
1397, printed a dispatch from York, Nb., dated February 27, which concernad a J. R, Mclean, 2 Juniata
:’dtl’ﬁ agent, whose hobby was élyxng taitless kites. One kite he had sent up was eight feet high and
?i"e feet wide. He often sent them up tc half a aile at night with a lantern attached. &lso, appearing

n this sase article was a dispatch #rom McCool Junction, Kb, dated February Z7th, which stated that
boys living sast of town hat been flying kites with lartarns attaches at night and “are naving lots of
fun gver the airship stories that have been sent cut fros neighboring towns.”  In fhe Rews of Laks
Genave, Wi., of 4pril 22, 1897, a corrocpondent froa Williass Bay wroter It is ruscred in this
neighborhood that the "air ship’ recently seen near fvanston mas one of Arinur Harberi’s Lites with an

Yectric light attachaent, judging froa his propensity for flying kites, ard the huge specizens he has
ent up from the lake shore hereabouts.® The Elkhorn (Mi.) Indepandent of April 22, 1B97, said: °&
Lake Geneva Citizen explodes all these thevries and is sure the airship is nothing but a kite. For
several seasons there has visited this susmer resort, casping on the upper ‘ake, a young san  from
Chicaga wha has always had a mania for fiying kites, and he did so while hera. It is claimed that the
airship seen by so aany in the big city is nothing 2ore than a kite put up by thi: rer
ngs attached white and green lights.?

Kot only were these poople responsible for creating scae airship reports, but aiso the
sovernment. At least two government agencies were fiying kites during the airship wave,

The Weather Bureau was utilizing kites in weather study. These kites were usually very large ang
carried a load of insruments, The following report indicates that scae of the amen involved with
veather kites had a sense of humor. It appeared in the CEureka {Ca.) Humbeldt Tises of Decesber 9,
1896:

"Hos that the daily papers have rum their wild rict upen the airship probles, the 'Losker-On’ in
the News Letier will take the public into his confidence, and tall just whal the phenomenan was. It is
sigply a large kite upon which electrical apparatus is cleverly arranged, shich was seat skywards by
the officials of the Meteorological Bureau for the purpose of determining the power of certain
cheaical coapounds when exploded bereath rain clouds, to rip a hole in  the soggy banks of vapor and
tet Zown a flood of water upon the parched earth.® "What he {one Sacramento witness) suppased were aen
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were the large storage batteries of electricity fixed upon the cross-bars cf the kite to supnly the
nuaerle arc lights fastened to the upper and lower points of the sky-scraper.® *Scme wag attached to
2 Weather Bureau sent up with the kite a susic box loaded with popular airs, and so arranged that
qult let out it’s tunes automatically. Just as the rain searcher crossed Sacramento the time 1o
cpened an¢ poured forth ‘Just Tell Thea That You Saw Me’ upon the midnight air.®
At the beginning of the second part of the airship wave, a theory was advanced that weather kites
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were responsible for the airship sightings. Of course, this ic entirely out of the guestion. However,
it did gain some support, This is evident in the fcllowing taken frea the Caahe (NB) World-Herald of
February 18, 1897: "There is a theory that it (the airship) is really a train of kites such as one
used by the weather buresu.® A week later, in the February 25th issue, the same paper caid: *The
thec y that "box’ kites of the weather bureau pattern are uced ic the mest plausibie yet advanced.®
The above theory was further substantiated by the following article. The Washingten (DC) Post of
¥ay 2, 1897, quoted Professor Moore, Chief of the Weather Bureau, concerning the airship, as folloss:
"They are kitec-that is to say, kites of the new-fangied cellular pattern, which pecple 2ll  over
the country have heen saking after the plans published not long ago by the Weather Bureau. The utsost
interest has been exhibited by newspaper zccounts of these kites, and many perscns in various cities,

provided with the plans, have gone to work to sanufacture thes for purposes of amusement. This me know
to te a fact. Incidentlly, it often hippenc that the kites escape, and under such conditions they will
¢loat at a great height for & long tize, traveling in come cases for & surprising distance. Cosmonly

¢ large affairs, ten feet or sore in length. Attach three or four lanterns tc cre of them, and
t night, naklng allowance for exaggeration by the isagination, the contrivance corresponds
reasonably exl he descriptions printed. There is no doubt whatever that the so-talled airship

g lashxn ton the other day was a kite which got away fros our experts near &riington

o the sane dav.”

In connection with the above, it should be noted that weather kites were also ne rg used near
Denver, Co., during April of 1897, Alsc, note the following statemsnt which was sade in the Evening
Bulletin of Providence, RI, of May 8, 1897: *Four big hox kites have just escaped ¢rom Eoston and
reports of woaderful airships cught precently to be coeing in froe all parts of New :po‘anu.

The gili tarv wac 2ls0 experimenting with kites. This was in

i tine of using them for signailiag
servetional purpoess, It is known that such ex r‘aents were being congductied n
in Decesber of 1895, and near Sandusky, 0., in April of 1E97. & sighting at Cleveland,
M 97, proved to be military kifes.
Moet of the cightinge of confiraed kitec describesd merelv : strangly acting lig
the witneeses allowed thelr imeginaticn to add details, Tﬁxs is evident by the fo

i
devices and ©
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On December &, 1895, & kite was sent up at Milwaukee, 8i.. It
wee reported as a tlying maching, going 2gainst the wind, and g_gap
was ceen werking the wings. The kite was strange looking, tailless,
wzs  an Arey e:perimental kite with & nuamber

uf cigrals on the wire.

On April 10, 1897, 4 boys at Materlso, la., sent up a kite which
had & lentern attached to the cross-bar, It was seen by hundreds.
Cne person said it was 30 feet long with searchiights at each end.
It was at a great altitude.

t HMarshalltown, Ia., on April f!, {EB97, sany saw & bright «

izt rose higher and higher. It swung to and érc and rose and

t would ge out then reappear. It was a kits with 2 lantern

ached to the tail. The light on it went out twice and they hauled

t down and re-lit it. .

At Brodhead, Wi., on April 13, 1897, & kite was reported as a
tiga nEd Craht.



On fpril 19, 1897, the airchip was seen at Ovid, [a. It was 300
feet up, boat shaped and flying the ‘Stars and Stripes.’ It was said
to be 40 feet long. It was a kite sent up at Corydon, la.

. MISIDENTIFICATIONS

0+ all the objects that can be sisidentified as UFQ's, astroromical bodies are the ssst conmmcn.

It is amazing how ignorant most people are of the heaveas. Venus is by far the leading as‘ropomiczal

dy to be labeled a UFD. With her uncanny brightness, this is easily understcod. This, coupled with

attered clouds and 2 creative imagination, Yemus becemes a maving light 3f great intensity and
oscibly other attributes, This has been the case since since the first UFD was sesn.

In the course of the airship wave, there were 40 sightings that were pos:tively identified =zs
Venus. A full listing of these can be found in 4ppendiz T, In aost instancss, Venus was seen  and
aerely described as the airship or a bright light in the northwest, Cn a few cccassicns, a grezter
description was given:
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On fpril 13, 1897, Venus was seen at Lise Springs, la.. It was
described as a dark, boat shaped sbject carrying a light, and one
aan said he saw a san in it.

’v\
On April 17, 1897, at Salicbury, Mo., Venus was a=5"’ﬂed as

the airship with changxng headlights and they could fDegr the
tlapping of wings and voices.

———

The toliowing listing is of other astronosical bodies that were identifisd as the source of the
airship report:

DATE: LOCATION: TIME:  SJURLE:
11-24-95  SAN FRANCISCD, CA. 1999 MARS
11-26-95  PETALUMA, CA. EVENING  STAR
11-27-96  NATIONAL CITY, CA. NISHT HETEOR
11-28-95  OAKLAND, 4, NIGHT MARS
12-3-96 - CARSON CITY, RV, NIEHT STAR
4-10-97 DUBLAUE, 1A, NIGHT STAR
4-12-97 BATTLE CREEX, HI. 2100 METEQR
4-12-97 ST. LOUIS, MD. HIGHY 3T4R
4-13-97 BLASCOM, KS. RIGHT ALPHA ORICNIS
4-15-97 ABILINE, XS, 0300-0400  ALPHA DRION!S
4-18-97 NOBLESVILLE, IN, 2013 METEQOR
4-23-97 SAGINAN, MI. EVENING  STAR
4-26-97 ATCHISON, KS. NIGHT STAR
4-97 FARLEY, IA. NIGHT ALPHA QRIONIS
4-97 CAMBRIDGE, NS, SIRIUS

OTHER IDENTIFIED SIGHTINGS

The following i5 a listing of the 30 cl""’l" ;s that wera identified, as cosething ditferent than
9 B
those listed above:

DATE: LOCATION: SOURCE:
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11-23-94 STOCKTON, CA. ELECTRICAL SHORT
12-9¢ NICOLAUS, CA. LIGHT
4-3-97 MONTICELLD, IN. JACK D° LANTERN
4-3-97 LAWRENCE, KS. REFLECTION OF FIRE
4-5-97 BERN, KS. BURNING STRAW STACK
4-10-97 RUSSELL, KS. TRAIN LIGHT
§-1¢-97 ALNA, NI, SUKSET
4-12-97 CENTALIA, IL. BIAD
4-13-97 KALAMAZCO, MI. BURNING BARN
4-13-97 BOULDER, CO. BURNINE COUCH
4-14-97 KaNE, IL. BIRL ON HORSE
4-16-97 MANISTEE, I, EOAT
§-16-97 LINE SPRINBS, 4. I6KIS FATLS
4-19-97 NAYFIZLD, KY, LIGHTNING BLE
4-19-97 CAMDEN, X4, SUNLIT CLOUD

, 4-19-97 LE SUEUR, KN, LIBHT REFLECTION
4-20-97 PANISTEE, HI. MAN DN BICYCLE
4-23-97 SOMERVILLE, TN, COAL OIL LAMP
4-23-97 BARTLETT, TX. WABON WITH LANTERKS
4-25-97 VEN ALSTYNE, X, TRAIN HEADLIBHT
4-25-97 FORT WAYKE, IN, CLIMBER NITH LANTERN
4-26-97 FORT WAYNE, IN. CLIMBER WITH LANTERN
$-2-97 NORMAN, SD. MAN ON BICYCLE
3-8-97 SOUTHMEST UNION, HI. LIGHT ON COURTHOUSE
4-97 LACEY, M1, SAN REFLECTINE LIBHT
4-97 EAST PALASTINE, 0. LIGHT REFLECTION
4-97 CARROLLTON, LA, PAPER BLOWN IN WIND
3-97 KINGWOOD, WV, FIRE ON MOUNTRIN
4-97 ALTAMONT, KS. TRAIN SRITCHLISHT
4-97 QEGON, W, LIGHT REFLECTION
4-57 ARBOS, IN. LENTERNS IN FIELD

The fAcril 3, 1897, sighting at Monticelle, In., wes deccrited :s

& strange light that was seen for sose ties, It soved zbcout, would
change altitude, swung to and éro, and soved arournd a peng, !

fisappeared when it begen tc rain

Jacr o' Lantern,

+
1S
at (ZU0,TIT was 10PnITed 25 &

An alleged sighting at Boulder, Co., on April 13, 1897, waz &
3 1 p ' :
burning touch that had seen thrown ¢roz a rourt-house window.

On April 1€, 1897, at Manistee, Mi., the airship wa I
wac a strange light moving slowly couthwest. Field glasces reves
a cigar shape with aany ssall colored lights, They heard 3 swishi

ing ¢t engines. It rose and fell as if on RESgr.
ower ot sparks and it lunged forward. Tren they

M
: ie Marshal

calt and tinberi -

There was

saw the

£
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on the side and it was lcaded with

-—.—-—-—-——-‘)

The ignis fatus that was seen on April 16, 1897, at Lime
Sprirgs, la., was described as an 2irship which rose ¢roe the west.
It circled around to the north and moved toward Chester, then
returned to where it had started. It was as large ac a barrsl and
diviced into 3 parts.

23
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NEWSPAPER HOAXES

The rele of the newspapers in the airship wave was of pzramount isportance. This § espec‘a‘b
h tha consideration that the newspapers were the sajor scurce of naticnal 1nfarnat1an. A5 well

srtaznnent [ 2a not going to get into the newspaper role very such. [ want io save it for
r on theories.

wsp
4 1)

the

apers were the source of many hoaxes. It was very easy for newspaper sen to crezte a hoax

report and get it publ*shﬂd The aotive behind this could be zlaost any reason. Perhaps to ridicule
the witness, another city, or just to fill space.

{ne evasple of using the airship in an inter-city rival appeared in the Srezt Bend Yb) Evening
News of February 3, {897, It reported that the airship had been seen at Zllinwpod, Ks., d rxwg the
night of February 2nd. It was 50 feet iong, 20 ‘eet wide, and going south at 40 aph. It sas said to
have two 1 eliers, on sida and something on the rear that aight have bsen
usag fol s ' #as seen ¢ zinutes, In every newspaper that printed inis stary, it =as
dispatched froa Breat Bend. The Ellinwood Leader of February tith, had this te say: “That azirship
story that is geing the rounds of the eestern press is the silliest 'grape vine' vet sent oyt froa
this county. No one can be found here who claies to have seen, heard, or dreamed such a thing, ant the
whole story seess tc have originated in the izaginative wheel house of scee would be saert Great  Hend
correspondent.”

There were several instances inwhich a newspaper publiched a story about the airship bsing seen
in ancther ity which were found to be fskes. This is coefirmed by the fciiowing eramples:

The Agril sth issue of the Chicago (IL) Inter-Ocean
that the airship had been seen at Rochelle, Il1., on April 3rd. It
case fros the southwest at 1930 and

dad.aaen for 30 minutes, It was
a few hundred feet up and it's speed varied. nessed said they

CQJld - he hua of v ry. As 1‘ got closer, it rose
higher. The Agril issue of the Chidago (IL) Record published 3

t.er frea I, H. Titbles of fochelle, [l., inwhich he states that :

£23C paper regortsd that the airship had been seen in fochells on

:l Ird. He couid a0t lccats anycre who

irship there,

1
!&
Chica

“Acr

caw or heard ahout an

w

Tha fpril 14th issuz of tﬁe Platte City {MO) Landmark ran part

-

v article taken froa the ¥ansas City ¥orld of April {2th, It

i

an 4
ated that the airship had besn seen in Platle City on fpril i0th

was {50 feet !ong, 2 fest wide, made ahirring ncise
ccospanied Gy Lamosound of Jargs a

and saall bells, anl ¢ 3
pinkish glare, It was =baﬂeﬁ lika b:rﬂ without 3

Lo o SR Y
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=

ead and  iegs,
rocked side {g side, znd B : L==-t ‘eag ERLAE
feet wids, It left rortheast after 3 srtract s
froz the Kansas Cily World of fpril 11 and is correct with one
exception. Not one single grain of iruth has gotien amined uwp with

the article."

hccording to the Greensturg (IN) Review of Aprii 17¢h, the
Chicago Chronicle of the {4th ran a dispatch ¢roa Graensburg dated
fpril t3th, It stated that the airshis was seen there at 1830 oa &z
13th, and that it had red, green, and a white light. ‘How :
self-respecting citizen can send out such siuff as news and how
self-respecting newspaper can print it

as news is Ebeyend
ordinary powers of discerament.®

et
0w

The Ray 14th issue of Times of Canaseraga, Y, ran a

dispatch
{rpa Bataviz. NY. . which rerprted  that tha ziz

haf hamm  =m--




near Bashville by ceveral farsers on May Sth. The ship was 40 feet
long, ciggr shaped, jgrge NIPES, two masts, ant no eeans of
propulsion, e WEY Jth iccue of the 5ucﬁester {NY) Union and
Advertiser ren a dispatch from Batavia of Mey 7th which szid the

tarmers were gquesticned and denied seeing the airship or having even
zade the statements.

-

ory of the sighting at Breenshburg, In., raises the possiblility that sceeone could gispatch
,

3 fake report to  the paper. The following article, taken from the Exrj Island (HN) Renville County

Unios of April 16, 1B97, provides evidence of this:
*Birg Island, nrot to be aut*o-e ir censations, sent the following ‘whopper' to the Minneapslis
imes: 'Bird ! t 8:25, going
I oot

directiy rorth, THus Marshail of Lake Lillian was czlied up by telephone, and ws
for it, Hr. Marshall zaw it plainly, and s2id it kept due north and was going very
town is greatly excited, and all the talk now is about the wonderful flving azchine.®
Becording to the Marion (IR) Register of April 14th, a meteur was ceen thErﬁa“DLtE on fprii
bout aidnight. ¥r. ¥, H. Ball, dispatcher, recieved a telegrar from the Chicago Inter-Gcean asking
for details of the airship sighting. He sent an unknown description of the airship,
The eost coseon newspaper hoax was the reporting of sightings by residents when they had nct seen
the airship. In these instances, the alleged witness usually denounced the story as a hoas in the fera
of a letter to the paper. The following articles are those of this nature:

tz t

sland, Winn., April 13.-{Timec Special)-The airship was seen here tenight
5 to

f

Ina letter to the editor printed in the April 10th
issue of the Burlingame (KS) Osage County Chronicle, Rev. N. D.
Jehinson denied having seen the airship., The April 7th issue of the
cake paper stated that on April Sthy, at 2300, Johrson and several
cthers saw the zirship, 1t was a yellowish green light scving north
in an undulating fashica.

"The F1nneaonlxs Tiges had @ lorg account of how Br. Chilton
and E. C. Tuttle saw the airship Thursday night fApril 135, It was
described as aoving froe the Waverly direction towards Litchfield
end the lights were red, green, and yellos. The Dr. was credited
#ith seeing a large object besides the light, He wrote the Tiaes
denying anv knowledge of the occurance and desanding 2 retraction,
which was published.®-Howard Lake (MN) Herald, 4pril 22,1297,

R. N. Burt, of Ladonia, Texas, wrcte to the Dzllas Morning
Wews, 2 letter which was printed in the April 20th issue. In it he
genied having seen the airship as the News reported. The original
story appeared in the Dallas News of fpril 19th and it claized he,
fis wife, and son-in-law sawm the airship on fpril léth.

The Inquirer of Owensboro, Ky., cf April 22nd, printed an
article taken froz the Henderson Journal which said that Fred
Frayser saw g cjgar shaped airship +¢roe there. It had a camopy top
and uﬂ%ﬁ”’e—h%ﬁ' Frayser says he didnt see the
2irchip, end did not hear of it while he was in Henderson. Somebody
put up & job on him, and it is his opinion that ne did not go out of
the Journal office to do it.”

The ¢ollowing few articles are those inwhick the ton*1r=¢t19n of a hoax was done through other
NEWSLERETS,



*The Lathrop Nightwatchean "April fooled” a nusber of the
natives in the sighting for the aysterious airship that has created
such an excitesent throughout the west.®-Liberty (M0} Tribune, April
?, 1897.

The Charleston (MO} Enterprise of April 2nd, printed a large
srticle which said that the airship belonged to the New York Herald
and was launched froa there on Harch 30th. On board were 20 pecple
including the Mayor of New York, the editor of the Herald and amany
writers for the paper. They are headed for Caira, I1., and are goiag
to cover the fleooded districts from there to New Orleans. Ths
following appearsd in the Caruthersville (MO) Democrat of April 8:
“The Charleston Enterprise April-foeled it's readers with a big
story of an airship that was to pass over that city. Many sat up
till 3 o'clock to see it.”

The Fullerton (NB) Post of 4pril 14th reported that several
people saw the airship pass aver during the svening of April 1ith,
However, the Fullerton News of PApril 1&th said that no ome in
Fullerton had seen the airship,

At least one newspaper had the courtsey to adeit tc the hoax in the same article about the
sighting., The Reporter of Broaok, In., of April 16, ran a story that the airship had been seen there

at 2200 on April 13. It was cigar shaped, white, had a headlicht, wings that slowly {(apped, and a
cugRNIrr "T!K"JL'

GLEs.pronalinr. It made g lo ;gg,pm’se and carrYe8 a red light behind. Seypsal.rifle shals
gg;g_iz;;ﬂ_j‘_;: to no avail. "Now don’t believe any more of this than you can swallow comfortably,
tor its a lie.

There were several instances inwhich local newspapers investigated ruamors of lecal sightirgs znd
founc thea fakes.

The Leavenworth (KS) Standard of April 2nd, said they recisved
a telegras froa the Kansas City Star acking about the rumer that the
girship had landed to the scuthwest of Leavenworth. The Standarg
repiied, "The airship has not landed here that anybody knows of. The
nearest thing to it was the shadow of John J. ingalls eminating ‘ros
his passage through here iast night.®

The Evening Mews of Austin, Tx., of April {9th, said newsasn
could not find anyone sha saw the airship om &pril {8th, therefore
the ruscr was a lie,

*The story went the rcunds that the near
this city and that the captain, an cld friend of 4r. Ferk ins, sent
for his and had a long and aysterioue conversation with hie. Mr.
Perkins says that there is not an atea of truth in the
story.”-Jefferson City (M0) Tribune, April 24, 1B97.




ihat direction and saw several men get out and tie it to 2 walnut tress, They asked his several
guesticre: who he was, Wi he was frgm, and where they were. It turned cut tc be a *party of
distinquished men who founded our Ggvernaent, and Wh, to see how the
Sovernsent which they framed was getting zlong.” The crew consisted of Seorge Washington, Thosas
Jetferson, hlexander Hasiiton, John and Sam Adams, Patrick Henry, Ben Franklin, Roger Sherman, and
Arthony Wayne. The witness asked about the Laggls on Marg, since {4ig dg wherg fhay caid they were
i;gg Mrs. Ross said thsy were stripes on a2 huge flag designed to signal the people of earth.

A three-installasnt stery appearsd in the Evening Presc of Minneapolis, #n., with two parts in
the April 14th issue and the 4inzl part in fpril 19th issue, It starts:

*The 4cliowing explains itself:
“Editor Penny Press:

*the zapuerrict that [ocend you herewith is, in ey cpinion, just what it purports to b
was found, and the circumstance under which it was found too lengthy to be related, prove zleast
conclusively that it must have been ped froa above, since it is hardly credibie that it ceuld have
beer placed where it was #irst seen by any one on the earthi’s surface. It seeas to ae that the
manuscript explains what is now a great systery, and so [ subsit it to you.
Chas. Wright.® )

xhe writer of this manuscript, one Milt Brace, states that he fell asleer on a praxr*e. He awcke

r shaped rock with Jour Beings who were speaking in 2 sweet tone of voice. They het large,

brown eyes, a very large nose, and the face was wider than long. The were rather chort, but this
seened to be due tc short legs rather than short bodies. He stated that he had difficulty breathing,
cwolien tongue, and a pressure in hic head, A tube was inserted intc his mouth, he inhaled, and felt
better. He was given a piece of food the size of a kernel of corn. After he chewed and swzllowed this,
he felt as if he had eaten a full meal, Sun light shown through round windows in the curved ceiling.
The saterial in the window bulged in and out as if breathing. He was given a robe to put on that
cospletely covered him except for a hole for hiam tc see through. They climbed up a string ladder to a
deck above thee. Froa the deck, he saw fgyr_wings which were flanping siowjy. Frea the position of the
nose of the ship, it was evident that they were goirg upwards and tilted to the right f(as it bankingl.
He again experienced difficulty breathing and again the tube was inserted into his mouth. Inzpite of
the cold ocutside, he wes very ware in the robe, Al! he could see above him was the blus of the sky,
end telow, ncthing but cloude, They returned to the inside of the ship. Back or the inside, he again
zte and wac given two or three drogs of 2 liguid which alsost sade his drunk. His robe was resoved and
thes pointed to it and said “fegole’, which was the naee of their governaent. He scon learned that
whan he wanted to 9o out on the deck, all he had fo do was say "fegole.’ He saw all kinds ot
machinery: wheels, nistons, tvlinders, etc., but could not figure out how it worked. When it was
evidently getting dark, they again doned the robes and went back to the deck. Again, he had o bresth
froz the tube. The sky was so black, that he saw 10 tiaes as many stars as he had ever seen and they
were all ig various colors, not ac seen on earth. They circlad an area and soon Janded. When the
string ladcer was lowerec, he sprang for it. However, he found that te was chainec to two cf the
teings. The other twc beings descended, but they had to breathe through a tube inserted in their
mouths. it was evident that they could only treath the lighter air high above the ground. The captain

iecked the ship out and the other being gicked ug casples pf earth, grass. rocks, ptc.. When it
:?::TEE‘TE'E?T'Tighter, they left. The legs that it rested on got longer and longer until the craft
was ahout 50 feet from the ground. Here iha.wihgs extended pyluard and began flapping, The cratt was
aoving. He looked telow 2nd saw that the legs were running., He asked for and was given paper and pen

and began griting this aanuscript. When he finished writing, they were getting ready to land decoite
&£l LALLM g
af rough winds nding area, and he threw it cverboard,

The above report posed several probless about it being placed in this grouping. I brought
forwzrd come very interesting circumstances. This was the only report that definitely indicated the
need, and use, of Qreathing apparatys. At least one other report indicated that the beings had one,
but this actually states that it was used. It was also the only rgpord inwhich the beings seesed to be
gatb='1|q sasples of Earth's products. However, therz are many statements that are not ac:ep*able. The

z, Where it
1

was not seen and the whole report is hearsay to the third power.
AR

"6 running 1egs are virtually impossible. Arother major drawback is that the craft



The Darlington (WI) Desocrat printed an article which appeared in weekly installaments from fpril
29th to May 20th. It has all the eakings of a hoax; however, it was not confirsed. [t stated that cn a
beautiful summer (7) night, the aeabers of the Hhey Club were lingering arcund the whey harrels when
they caw a great light soving toward thes. One san said “it’s the advance agent of prosperity sent out
by McKinley and like the dove sent out froa the ark cannot find a place to rest,® It approached and
laoded near by. It was shaped like a long necked duck with an iemense bill. A door cpened and 3 ean
emerged carrying @ rall of paper and a pencil, They thought it was another person petitioning for the
posteaster position. They tried speaking to him in Dutch, French, English, and Norwegian, but he
responded to none of thea. The stranger grabbed the writer, a man called Hired Man, and dragged hia
toward the airship., When they got to the ship, the stranger let ge, went into the ship, and returned
with a bolt of weol. They now felt that he was a forei ubp had bui e airship to avoid the duty
from the tariff bill and wapted to trade it for Lisburger cheese. There was a discussion concerning
the tariff and it‘s effeég‘g:.1?ﬂﬂ!'5Hﬂ'3?T?es. One of the witnesses left and returned with some
Limburger cheese which caused the stranger ts faint. A few of thes carried hia to the airship where he
touched a glass ball and a door opened. When they had his inside, the door closed and they felt the

craft sove. They eventually got the top part of the door open and found thesselves 500 feel above the
chapal factoré and they could see people looking up at the ship. Insid2, they met gipautifyl lady who
said she had been n froa her hose a year ago. They suddenly felt the ship falling and they were

knockMﬁhﬁﬁWag injured and the lady was unconscious. They found that
they were back on the ground and got out of the ship, The stranger hit the Hdired Man and he was

knocked out. When he came to, he was surrpunded by the other men, the chip was gone, and they found a

note. It was from the lady and she asked thea to build an airship to rescue her. {(Throughout the story
there were sany political cossents and cuts.) ud

The Daily Chieftain of Pueblo, Co., of fpril 23rd, reported that the airship had been seen in
Taos, NM, of the eve of Good Friday at 1930. It circled several thousand feet up and they could hear

susic, [t was like an iamense eagle |;;h_giggz_gﬁ_gnng;gu;_;i;g, 3 é;n,;naged tail, and a very long
neck ending in a head with a headlight. The cap had strange hieroglyphical characters like old English

letters or German fext. A cowboy fired several shois 3t it and it came to 3 stop, E plear voice said
att south.

*perfuchte schwinehund"® and 1t n the tail were the words "Avril Nahr® which means “fpril
Focl.”

The Ashland (0} Press, of April 22nd, ran an article concerning an Orange Co. san nased Carius
Breen, He had byjlt and tested ap airship. It was his plan to collect all the doctors of zedicine and

take the outh ta. ne contends that if it were not for doctors tners would 5e no sickness, He
plans to do the same with preachers and lawyers.
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that direction and saw several men get out and tie it to 2 walnut trees. They asked hia several
guesticns: who he was, wiere he wac fros, and shere they were. It turned cut tc be a *party of
distinguished xen who fourded cur Soverpsent, and !gg.hgg_snne.hggg_zg_gng_ggggh, to see how the
Eoverreent which they trased was getting zlong.” The trew consisted of Seorge Washington, Thosas
Jetferson, Alexander HamilTon, John and Sas Adaas, Patrick Henry, Ben Franklin, Roger Sherman, and
Ar*hnny Wayne. The witness asked about the fagals on Marg, since Wisds whers thay caid they were
._-E Mrs. Ross said they were stripes on 2 huge lag designed to signal the people of earth.
A three-instzllaent ctery appeared in the Evening Presc of Minneapolis, Mn., with two parts in
the fpril 14th issue and the finzl part in April 19th issue. It starts:
*The fcliowing explaine itself:
*Editer Penny Press:
:;Lg_gigg;;;;gt that I cend you herewith is, in sy cpinion, just what it purports to be, Where it
4, and the circusstance under which it wac found too lengthy to be rela*ed prove zleagst
conclusively that it sust have been ped froa above, since it is hardly credibie that it cculd hav
bee: laced where it was #irst seen by any ane on the earth’'s surface. It seems to me that the
nanuscr*pf explains what is now a great mystery, and g0 [ subeit 1t to you.
Chas. Wright.*
The writer of this sasuscript, one #ilt Brace, states that he fel} asleer on a prairie. He awcke
r shaped rece with Sour bEldge wio were speaking in 2 sweet tone of voice. They had large,
trown eyes, a very large nose, and the face was wider than long., The were rather short, but this
seeped t0 be due to short legs rather then short bodies. He stated that he had difficulty breathing, a
swolien tongue, and & pressure in his head. A tube was inserted intc his mouth, he inhaled, and felt
getter. He was given & piece of food the size of a kernel of corn. After he chewsd and swzllowed this,
he felt as if he had eaten a full meal, Sun light shown through round windows in the curved ceiling.
The material in the window bulged in and out as if breathing. He was given a robe to put on that
cospletely covered him except for a hole for him tc see through. They climbed up a string ladder to s
deck above thee. Froa the deck, he saw {Qur wings which were figggigg_glgg]y. Froa the position of the
nose of the ship, it was evident that they were goirg upwards and tilted to the right {as i¢ bankingi.
He again experienced d“‘itu!ty breathing and again the tube was inserted into his mouth. Inspite of
the cold cutside, he wes very ware in the robe. All he could see above him was the blus of the sky,
nd b lcu ne‘hxng but cloude. They returned te the inside of the ship. Back on the inside, he again
e and was given tws or three drops of 2 liquid which almost made hia drunk. His robe was removed and
hey fﬂ~ﬂteﬂ to it and said ‘fegele’, which was the name of their govarneent. He scon learnsd that
whizn he wanted to go out on the deck, all he had to do was say 'fegole.’ He saw all kinds of
gchinerysy wheele, cistons, cvlinders, etc., but could not figure out how it worked. Khen it was
evigently getting dark, they again doned the robes and went back ta the deck. Again, he had to bresth
froe the tube. The sky was so black, that he saw 10 tises as many stars as he had ever seen and they
were all i various colors, not ac sesn on earth. They circled an area and soon landed. When the
string ladder was lowered, he sprang for it. However, he found that he was chained to two of the
teings, The other two beings descended, but thev had to breathe through a tute incerted in their
gouths, It was evident that they could only treath the lighter air high above the ground. The captain
Jiacked the ship out and the other being gicked g casples pf earth, grass. rocks, pte.. When it
star!ed To ge! !ighter, they left. The legs that it rested on got longer and longer until the craft
was about 50 feet from the ground. Here #aQs extended ard and began flassing, The cratt wzs
aoving., He looked telow 2nd saw that the legs were running. He asked for and was given paper and pen

and began griting this manuscript. When he finished writing, they were getting ready to land despite
1223 - : SR SEAN RS
of rough winds nding ared, ang he threw it cverboard.

The above report pesed several problems about it being placed in this grouping. If brought
forward cose very interesting circumetances. This was the only report that definitely indicated the
need, and use, of greathing apparatys. At least one other report indicated that the beings hed one,
but this actually states that it was used. It was also the only reperd inwhich the beings seemed to be
gathnrqu sanples of Earth’s products. However, there are many statements that are not actep*able. The

TG Wi i@ running legs are virtually impossible. Another major drawback is that Lhe craft
was niot seen and the whole report is hearsay to the third power.

R IR——

A7



+

THERE ARE PEORLE IN IT!

Perhaps, the most fascinating and confusing aspect of the LFD situation is the sccounts of beings

seen in, or in the close proximity of, a UFD, These reports, CE 3°s as they are collunly tersed, are
felt bv nest UFO researchers to hold the answer to the UFD situation. This is t'ue on the assusption
that what the tu)F s relate to the witness ic factual.Thie is the facination. It ten the tase

' ic fajee, This is thg gnnfusxgp. The greatest percentage of these reports sees t
‘xdsta‘. that tgg beings are hununmd this, at lezet, adds a human quality to a phenceenon that i

.4 fusan understanding. 15 zlloms us to look at the phencaenon through our huean eyes anc
togic, to rationalize the actions of hoth the beings and the UFD,
The CE 3 reports of the 189571897 sirship wave sakes thic rationalization very siaple. The vast

v of the renc'ts delt with very husan occu@ants. However, there were a few reporis of obvicus
npid bE These will all be discussed later.

These CE 3 rePQrts fell into 4 di+ferent catagories: 1) EARTHERS ON BDARD; where the being sa:id
55 fran the earth or identified by the witness as an earthling, but with no indication that the
niy originy 2 NON-DESCRIPT CE 3; reportc where the witness merely said there were
people, cr what seesed to be peopie, on the craft with no details concerning their descriptiony 3)
DEECRIFT CE 3; where the witness gives details corcerning the beings appearance, conversational itess,
and, cften, their crigin, but pgt idenijfi 2ing free the E’FEEJ 4) CE 3 INVENTCR CLAINMS; where
the beings states that he, or she, wac fros the earth and that the craft was invented by the being.

b

traft

EARTHERS CN BCARD

There were 42 o:tueant regorts inwhich the beings were identifigd ac parthlings. The sajority of
these reportsm%&réas being on the airship. 0f course, it is unknown what the local
status of these individuals were, be it town drunk or what, and sometimes it appeared as an obvious
cut to the individual. For instance, the Kinsley {(KS)} Mercury of April lst reported: *It case out of

the west and was #manned by Mike Sutton and Ed Madison, of Dodge City. Mike wac furnishing the wind,
and £d the bzllast.” The Kakefield INB) Republican of pril 22nd took a stab at Z local residents by

Lsaw ) ...that it was being piloted by Cole, Starr and Wills, and was propelied by cas which they

:ctured thesselves in unlimited quantities,®

Poiiticians were the victus of many of this fors of verbal abuse. The Port Hurcn (M) Tises, of
forii 19th, said the occupants of the girship were “seabers of the Michigan iegiclature.® It was alsc
y the Newton (IR) Herald, of April 16th, that the crew “proved to be 3 legizlatures who had
ignger to dram z salary for killing tiee in lowa's capital.” Willias Jennings Bryan, Mark
Hanna, and Przsident McKinley were alen said to have been seen on the airship. A typical report of
this nature appeared in the Estherville (1A} Desocrat of April 2ist, and it read: ®..discovered Mark
Yanna and President Mckinley in the ship. The ship is loaded with confidence and propelied by the wave
of prosperity. Their mission in the west is to learn the feeling of the people at the present tiae
regarding the single gold standard. The strong breezes caused by the spring elections have sade it
iapossitle for the ship to land with the occupants. The throwing out of stores to lighten the ballast
is in response to the cry of the people for bread.®

These reperts were very ditficult to evaluate, which is cbvious froe the above. In almost ali
instznces, the craft was not even described, being generally calied the airship. I could not accept
the validity of any of these reports. All of the reports in this catagory are felt tg R fglse and
sizply used :he airship as a mode of degratory cossents and insinuation that the individual was full
ot “hot air,*t

NON-DESCRIFT CE 2

In thic .).JE of 1
There ig essentially
These reportc will be presented in Paraphrased sanner froe the reference as indicated at the end of
each report. No atteapt will be made to evaluate each regort due to the lack of inforsation. However,

he witness ere‘v stated that a bean wac s2en on, of in, the airship.

5/



an interjection will be made whep the urge is strong and felt to be valid. It should be ncted, that
the presence, or absence, of the interjection, dees not constitute an evaluation, I# there is a valid
reason for stating that a given report is a fake, it will be stated. If it is felt to be a real
incident, 1t will also be noted. While reading these reports, it will be obvious why this approach is
taken, There is just not enough details to justify an evaluation.

1. During the evefiing of Noveaber 17, 1895, several trcily esployees in Sacramento, Ca., reported that
they saw the airship 100 feet up. It was a ggggg_gnumunggg} with a framework hanging beneath it.
There was 3 laap suspended frce the fracework and it appearéd to be enclosed in a glebe. They saw twc
Leguhu sat as if on a bicycle seat, One of thes said, * Wﬁat‘
teeple,? o
{San rrancisco Chronicle, Noveaber 19, 18954)
{This sounds very much like a sky-tycle which were popular exposition itess, though not a true flying
zachine, There is soee problem accepting the idea of seeing the a2en when the light was betwszen thes
and the witness.]

2. At 2000, on Ncvesber 22, 1894, « few residents of San Francisco, Ca., saw a slowly moving light to
the west, A telescope revealed it was cartridge shaped with a light at the rear. It had 4 lzrge
scren-like propellers: 2 on top et the rear and 2 on the botton. Two sen were seen moving about in the
nachire,

{8an Francisco Chronicle, Noveaber 24, 1894)

3. Several residents cas a aoving light near Haywards, Ca., during the night of Noveaber 22, 1894, It
nassed over them about 400 fest up. When it was directly over them, it was seen as a bulky object
going 4 oph. They chased it for J minutes and suddenly it accelerated to 20 aph and left.

They gaw a head out_over ide of th ine.

{Szn Francisco Chronicle, Noveaber 24, 1895)
{With no light aentioned in the report, there is a di¢tficulty in accepting the possibility of ceeing a
2an's hzad, at night, when the craft was 400 feet up.l

3. Four residents ot Phoenix, #z., reported that at 2100 on a recent night, they zaw the airship pass
over. It carried two search lights and sgyprgl passengers were seen,
{Pheenix Gazette, Deceaber 6, 1896}

S. A few rosidents of Blooafield, Nb., reported that on the night of February 10,1397, they cau the
airship. Apparently, it.landed gnd it was found to be aade pé.a-saterial like alusinua and propelled
by electricily. There were fuman like beings in it. Since they could not understand the tanguage, they
;3333?§?§”Ey signs. It was found that they were froeﬂﬂgng far advarced in the arts and sciences, and
it took ¢ oyear to get to the earth._l@g“beingg'rengjngp in town for 2 days and when they Isft, they
taok 2 residents with thes,

TBlooRtredd-MORi tor, February 17, 1397}

{The ides of an electrically powered airship ccaing froa Mers is a little too unrealistic, Surely, if
they were aore advanced, they would know that an electrically powered interpianstary craft would be
impractical.]

5. Rt 2230, on March 4, 1897, several pecple at Ansley, Nb., saw the airship. It was moving rapidly !
giie up. It was shaped like 3 fish and 36 feet long. It left a strezk of light, 300 yards long, in
1t's wake. It aade a noise like thousands of prairie chickens taking flight. They saw 3 peopie in it.
{Eroken Bow (Nb.) Chie#, March 3, {897)

{Here the tise/altitude factcr comes in play. This is the relationship that the tise of the sighting
and the distance from the object has tc the zacunt of detail seen. The idea of se2ing the J people
when the craft is ! mile up, at 2230, and moving rapidly is very difficult to accept. Actuaily, the
descripticn scunds sore like a meteor.]



7. At 0130, on March 31, 1897, two residents of Ianesville, 0., saw a light cross the sky to the west.

At 0230, they were awaken by & noise like a foghorn., They saw & cigar shaped object low in the
northwest, Beneath the cigar shape, was suspended & cabcose-like atfair from which an electric light

.:rt there were three aen in the tat They asked fer, and rece1vggi‘y=ter which they said they were

TTeneEviile Reporter, April 5, 1897

uring the night of Aoril 4, 1897, several people at Minneapolis, Mn., saw the airchip, It was

sheped ik 2 2 buat with a large, bright light at the bow. It had rea and green Ixohts on the cides and
@ pale light at the stern. They saw EEN, WOEEN, and c"lireﬁ ncving about on it as i very busy.
{§ingne (Hn.) Heraid, April 9, 18870 T s

9. Between 2300 and 2400 on April B8, 1897, a single resident caw the airship approaching Centerville,
Tz., fros the northwest at an altitude of /2 mile. It was 2 12 foot long steel frame with many
lights, It had a bright headlight that ‘lashed about in the sky and 4 ctudded top gallants that were
set o the scutheast, A telescupe wis used and brought it into such a close range that the swish of
ﬁ;ggf.ccula be heard., He saw i3 people making serry __:“Eﬁfufahia.

10ttumwz {la.) Courier, April 10, {897}

[t would be possible to see the beings with a telescope, even with the time/altitude factor. However,
the coament that the telescope brought the sound closer, is ridiculous.!

. AL 2130, oncApril 10, 1897, a large nusber of people at Brundy Center, la., saw a bright light
1ied over the tity 3 or 4 tiees. At 2215, it landed at the fairgrounds and a ean got out and

1 he machine, A gate opened in it and out gage 2 ladies and qentlenen. They sheok hanUS with the

’¢EE§*!~9&U’§!?€3t;here they could get soaething to eat. They were difetted to the hotel.”

Marshalitown (la.) Times Republican, #April 12, 1897)

esident of Jewell, la., during the night of April 10, 1897, saw a cigar shaued craff with &
rs. The propellerc were Iocated cne at each enc and 3 or the top of a 2ast chaped nr::E‘:?bs.
ropeller had a light shining fros it. He heard the rusble of machinery an saw at jeast Y E

v

Record, April 13, 1897)

12, & few residents of brant City, Mo., reporied that tﬁev sea the airship at 2000 on fpril 10, iE97.

It was i the northnest and moving west. It zppeared &z a bright light the size of & wooden bucket.

One witness s21d he saw the outlines of the machine u;xh groosllers. Al witnesses agreed that they

caW @ acving body with the cutlines of & man acving back and fordh.

{Brant Eity Times, April 13, 1897)

13, At G20%, on April i1, 1897, several people at Lime, Im., caid they saw & moving light going east.

] g!ass was brought into play and revealed @ conical shape and several peeple im it including.g_fgg
th

iHun:ie {In) Times, April 13, 1897)

4. &t Madison, Wi., eany saw the airchip during the night of April 1{, 1897. Most of the witnesses
sew Onlv moving lights., However, one man said it looked like a catamaran; another ggw the nase “Star

—eabdEr gon the sidas and still ancther saw g face laughing and it asked, “Has the sucRer fiching
gnar down there yeids
{(Madison wisconsin State Journal, April 12, 1897)
{There zre nusercus cases in current UFD literature where witnesses of the same object do not see the
same thing, However, there is toc great a discrepancy here.] ) .

15, Eetween 2 100 and 2100 on fpril 11, 1897, many residents of Ripon, ®i., saw & light te the east. It
generaiiy seen as only & moving red light. There were scee who saw a_fore to it and heard thes.




{lappin alg and tongues. One ean saw one of the crewsen doing 3 flying trapeze act in the
riggings.

{Rigun Advance Press, April 14, 1B97)

{Again, the discrepancy between the witnesses is too great.]

16, At 0300, on April i1, 1897, two men were walking between Cadar Rapids and Albion, NB., when they
sew a bright ligﬁt approaching. fs it got closer, it took on 3 fora and soon landed I feet ¢ros thea.
It was 37 feet 3 inches long, 11 feet 13 inches wide, and shaped like a hat. When Zﬁey gct to it, they
found only g man standing. When he was asked where the airship was, he said fe cospressed it into g
pocket sized arranggngn;.

{Albion News, fpri! 14, 1E97)

{Ho comaent'!]

{7. Many residents of Crown Point, In., saw blue and yeliow lights during the night of April 11, 1397,
They were about 2,000 feet up in the west and geing northwest to southeast. One witness heard 4ha rusn
of wings, anethgr caw 4 ﬁuge electric lights on the sides, and still another cgw female foras on :t.
{Hasaong (In.} Wews, fpril 15, 1897)

{Here again is the time/altitude factor and witness discrepancy.l

8. On April 11, 1897, & station agent at Rora, Il., heard the distant rustling of what he thought was
a train, He scon saw an airship descending to 150 feet and the wind was blowing it west. He ran atter
it and {ound if.landed. Sgyeral sen got out and werp.trying to fix a shaft. [he witgsss helped thea
tor 1/2 hour. As paysent, one of the beings gave hia a bird in an iron rage. It was a rare °zuxaqukta
?E?TETT":EEch seans a black parrot. It spoke a strange language, but has learned tc cackle like a
hen. 4

{¥arren {11} Sentinel, April 21, 1897)

[Here there is too little information given when both the craft and the beings were seen at very close
range. Why?] o

19, Between 2300 and 2409 on April i1, 1897, a large nuaber of pecple caw the airship at Eau Claire,
¥i.. Field glasses revealed an object like a large gunboat. Soae people szid it looked like 2
monstrous dalloon with flickering lights, It had green lights on the starboard and red on the port.
One witness saw it as a long, low, rakish craft with a white light, Several beinge were seen mdving
behind the light, there was man 3 dog in the bow, and a bull pup in & pasket, #hich could be
teard barking, It was last seen at 0100, -

re Telegraa, April 12, 1897)

20, 4t 2300, on April 1!, 1397, a few geople at Logansport, In., caw the airship soving rapidly, 2
giles up. Most witnesses saw only red and green lights. One witness said it was like a barber pole
4ith a shaving aug suspended from it. There was a aan in it who threw magic lantern picturss on 2 barn
roots o~
{Logansport Reporter, dpril 12, 1897)

{[Again the tise/altitude factor and witness discrepancy is too great.!

21, Many people at Milwaukee, Wi., saw the airship hover bver City Hall for 13 sinute on Rpril i,
1897, at 2100. It came from the ncrtheast and was §,000 feet up. It was a large dark, oval object
shich cast a shadow. One man caw it with field glasses and saw wheels working and 4 men in it. [t then
teft to the northeast.

(Marshalltown (Ia) Tises Republican, fpril 12, 1897)
[Since the beings were seen only by the one man (he would not let anyone else use the glasses and
described the cratt and beings to the other witnesses), this is unlikely. This plus the tise/abtitude
tactor azke the whole report doubtful. Besides, a craft that was 1,000 feet up at night and e able to
cast a shadow, aust be one extremely large craft.]




22, During the night of April 1f, 1897, a sen at Superior, ¥i,, saw the airship., It seemed to be
taught i scae frees, He borrowed 2 glass from a saicon, went te the roct, and gaw two een get out,
build a fire; and cook soae fish,

{Supericr Leader, April 14, 1897)

{That eust have been one "strong” glass'l

23, At 0108, on April ! .., 1897, many saw airchip land at Fhillips, Wi., and the three san crew was
czyght stealing coal. were taken tc jail, the probiem resolved, and the townspecple were zllowed

tc inepect The ship. Severa! pt the witnecces were taken for a ride.
ifshland (Wi} Press, Apri! 24, 1897)
{khoa!' A coal powered airship?l

24, At 0200, on April 12, 1B97, the airship landed near Pine City, Mn.. Jhe beings went into town to
upplies and thg witnsceac xnsgezfei the ship. The name of the airship was "Prosperity” and 1t had
een up tor five sonths trying to find a place to land. Affer 2 hours, it rose and left west.

{Sandstone {Mn! Courier, fApril 14, 1897)

d

[This has toc auch of & political overtone.]

25, h woman saw the airship pass over £l Reno, Ok., at 2200 on April 12,1897, It was to the south and
rapidly traveiling east to west, 1/2 sile up. With opera glasses, she nosittine in a rocking

chair on the deck of the chip regding & pager that looked very such like the Evening
{El Reno Evening Star, fpril {4, 1897)

[This scunds more like a possible ad for the Evening Star.]

26, During the evening of April 12, 1897, the airship wes seen ty 2 lone man near Camp Point, II. A
rope ladder was lst down, a man descended 1t, ant swung off and ran away.

Ore hour later, Sz» Wallace was seen in toun.

{Guincy (I1) Herald, fpril 13, 1897)

27, In Rushville, In., on the sorning of April 12, 1837, a tew pecple saw the airship. It had lar
sings which were used tc propell it. There were 3 zen fp df and they werg taking water at H ge’ 5
Zranch. 1t left noriheast,

E——— . . .
{Rushviiie Twice-Weekly Republican, April 20, 1897)

28, During the sorning of April 12, 1897, a resident at Delavan, Wi., saw the airchip, high znd moving
rapidly to the west, It ad pnue'ful searchlight and red and green lights on the buiwark. It had
it

nderous wings like 2 [utch windeill. "One in hiz imagination could plainly deteci gep lejsurely
cpatel y crecker boxes playing ‘tinch,” while @ 4th, dressed in stainiess linen served as
.

29, During the evening of April 13, 1897, & Logansport, Ir., Ean was treated by a doctor for a cul

ver his eye. He said that he was watching the airship when a deckhand opened a porthole and chucked 3
tounling pin at hia,

{Logansport Journal, April 14, 1897)

(A coupling zin on an airship? Sounds like & traap on a good drunk.l -

3G, The airship was seen going very slowly socutheast to northwest at Table Rock, Nb., on the night of
fpril 13, 1B97. It wac 24 by 40 feet in size. Through the windows, the witnessec gaw ggscengers
scurrying to and fro. There were z ladies, one with her hands fastened to a seat anc the other*
waiting., They cew the figure of & man ding a huge revolver oppocite her. When they heard a cry, one
of the witnecses fired a revolver at it. The windows closed and the object left.

{Table Rock Argus, Aprii 16, 1897)

35



{Sounds good to ae'!?7}

k4
31

. During the early sorning of April i3, 1897, a san at Louisville, Ky., caw the airship pass over,
going southeast, 400 feet up and 100 aph. It was a huge cblong shape, 40 by 1S fest, and brilliantly

lighted, In the front, he saw the fora of 3 man standing.
{teuisville Post, April 13, 1897)
{The time/altitud® facter plus the speed of 100 mph makes it unlikely to see the man.]

32, At 2000, on fpril (3, 1897, a resident of Olivett, Ks., saw the airship. It was very low and had a

headlight as large as a barrel. It was foligwed by 3 streas of light about 50 yards leng. It circled
several times and ieft, Several persaons could be plainly seem on board iti.
{Dsage City (Xs) Free Press, Apral 22, 1897)

’ 33. During the evening of April 13, 1897, the airship was seen near Danville, Il.. On board were seen

several people moving about as if preparin er. One person was pesling potatoes, another kneacing
bread, ang © nd a red hot stove saoking. They also saw a dog on board.
{Danville News, April 13, {897)

34, On the night of April 13, 1897, the airship landed pear Taylorville, Il.. Ii landed because of &

broken wing. It was cigar shgngg and propelled by electricity. It was tg resain until regairs sads, On
,‘T_‘hgar-usre& gen who refused to Bive any informallon as to their identity or purpose. iMuncie
{In.} News, fpril 14, 1897)

[This is probably a hoax since it was not aentioned in the Taylorville papers.]

33. The airship was seen hovering over Crookston, Mn., at 2130 on April 13, 1897. It had a black hull
the size of a livery stable and had red and green lights. It seemed {0 follom.tha.ziver and 2_gen were
seen. "But would not say for sure whether they were in the airship or on the outskirts of the Sth
wart.” The amen cast chadows the size of Ernest Rolsch and the consistency of McEwen {3 hypnotist).
Moct of the witnesses saw only a bright light.

iCrookston Tribune, April 14, 1897)

{Here, again, is the witness discrepancy.]

35, At Lake Elac, Mn., at 2315 or fpril 13, 1897, several residents saw a aan walking, carrying a
lantern as i+ looking for sceething. The witnesses went in the direction of the aan and the light
suddenly disappeared. They heard the crackling of twigs and a rushing noise. They saw a greyish obiect
with twc rows of 4 red and green lights. Traces were found in the fora of i3 faatgrintgighat were 2
fest iong, S inches wide, arranged 7 on each sides in an oblong pattern, and sesaed to be landing
supperts.

(5t. Faul {Mn) Pioneer Press, April 15, 1897)

{This one has extremely good possibilities of being a real incident.]

37. At 2100, on fpril 13, 1897, the airship was seen at Hudson, Hi..
lgkgpuand it showed the pilo}. He made several cosments about the “wetness of a dry town”, “tlop of
the spring election®, and a variety of other political cosasents.

{Hudson Stars and Tises, April 16, 1897)

[This one has way tog smuch in the nature of a political satire.]

38. On April 14, 1897, at 1500, fhe airship was seen to lang at 8as City, In.. It was cigar shapgd
gidl broad wings. Six men 3lighted tros a car attached to the ship and seesed ts adjust seae
gohanisa. It came from the northwest and left east.

iMaricn 11n) News, April 15, 1897) <
The Wabach (in) Plaindealer of April 17, 1897, reported that it was 73 feet high, gigar shaped
balloan, with a basket. One of the beings asked hia to go with thea.

Je
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39. The airchip was seen at David City, Nb., during the night of April 14, {BS7, Ii had g rudger,
riggings, and several occupants, one of whoe had his feet hanging over the dashbozrd. -Taken ¥rGE the
Ulyses (Nb) Dispatch,

{David Ctiy Butler Co. Press, April 23, 1897)

£¢. During the night of April 14, 1897, ths girship landed near Attica, In.. Juwe sechanice were ralled
upon to maie repairs to it. A reporter from the Attica News went with thes.-Taken fros the Attica
News, —

(tatayelte (In} Courier, April 17, 1897)

The West Lebaron {In) Bazette of April 22, 1897, reported that it had landed near Rot Roy, In..

h r
1837, It wes_Cigar shaped wifl tug pairs pf large ranvas wings. Further cown the road, the
<

. i

1tnesses ggt 2 group of men. When the later were asked 1f they had seer the airship, they said they
had and one man sald he saw & or 7 faces looking over the edge, One of the beings on the airship sai:
1+ they eet the former witnesses, to correl thes and thsy wobld pick thes up tomorrow night,

{Lancaster fagle, April 15, 1B97) ¥

42, Kany pecple at Faraersville, Tx., saw the airship at 2100 on April 15, 1897. 1t case froa the
northwest ang passed over at an altitude of 200 feet zt 40 to 80 aph going south-scutheast. Most of
the nitresses saw it as a light larger than a 50 cent silver piece. Sose of thee thought it was a
tloudiess tornado, and fled for storm shelters. Marshall Brown sag 2 men and a lerge Newfoundland usg
ip i?. g heard vgices, but they seemed to be in Spanish. Another witnesg 2§g_§_len ang heard dhez
singing "Nearer My God to Thee,®

B T T o)

[This one has all the ear-marks of a fake: the tise/altitude factor, the speed, and far too great &
giscrepercy in the witness accounts.]

43, At 2200 on April 135, 1897, the airship was ceen to pass over Perhar, Bn.. It was gois
i 2 ril

] o1

27, oin
it was gigar shggsd and brilliantly lighted., “Imaginaticn alsc ran so high that they could
inguish soving chjigtts in the ship.”

apn, !

gistingui

{Ferhan Bulliten, April 22, i897)

{Again, the word imagination is used.l

45, &% Clinten, I1., g photc g taken of the airship during the night of April 13, 1897. It

showed 2 bozt like hull, S pairs of wings, and saoke coming from a ssokestack. They heard susit from a
4tk i

pracs bznd that was in the front of the ship. The 1
Register, April 16, 1897}

{This is probably a hoax, since a reproducticn of the photograph showed the ground bereath 1t.l

nQiNEET

the machinery, (L

45, During the morning of April 15, 1897, the airchic landed at Linn Brove, Ia.. When the witnesses
were 700 yards ¢rom it, jlospread it’'s wj and left, There were 2 guesr locking beingaiwzth\vg[y

igng whiskers thﬁﬁ.
(Chicago {I1) TimesTmerein, April 16, 1897)

46, The girehipn descended near Springéiels, Mo., during the evening of April 15, 1397, It was first
seen 800 yards up and destended to 30 yards. A sman on the ship said he was shooting dufks and
ranvassing for Bryan's book on the first battle and bimetallise. He even tossed a copy to the witness
{Springtield Republican, fpril 16, 1897) =
[This, and the next 2 reports appeared in the same issue of the reference and all I have too suth of a

political overtene,l .

37
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47. On April 13, 1897, the airship was seen at Springfield, Mo. The witness saw a aan sanipulating a
crank or lever which controlled the speed and course of the craft. The man sa: ey was not
satisfied with the election result in the 4th ward and had sent hia to investigate.

{3pringfield Republican, April 14, 1897)

8. At 2100, on April 13, 1897, the airship was seen at Springfield, Mo.. It was 13 feet up and

descrited as a black object with red lights. The captain of the airship called out and asked for a
copy of the Republican saying he wanted to see how the sTot aachine question was decided. He said he
had @ pile of aissouri presidential appointments and left.

{8pringfield Republican, April 16, 1897)

49. Kear Cabool, Mo., on the night of fpril 13, 1897, the witness stepped into a snadow cast by the

airshiz, It had ing sets of wings like a dragen-fly and the body was cigar shaped and the size of a

gassenger coach. The tail nad wings and made of hollaow plates filled with gas. It %ad a canvas cover

and 2 acvable searchlights with different colared glass lenses. There was & row of lasps on the sides
and 2 aan was seen on éme ™

{Springfield (Ho) Republican, April 14, 1897)

30. On April 13, 1897, the airship was seen at Barland, Tx., during the pight. It was to the west and
going south very repidly. It was ¢jgar shaped and had iwo sets of wings: one on each side., There was
ane wing on the rear. They saw tha gnaineer cperatipng.it.

{Balvesten (Tx) News, April 18, {897)

51, Between Grand Island and Deniphan, Nb., a man saw a boat shaped object with a nuaber of red

lights. This was during the night of April 15, 1897, Near the front sat a man dressed like an gfficer
with an inscription on his cap. He saw gagther san, apparently a trasp, hw
propeller, '

Index, April 17, 1397}

Naiwiira M

f3pgarantiy, the witness had very good eye-sight im order to see an inscription on the cap, especially

52, 4% 2200, on April 18, 1897, a aan szw the airchiz tetwsen Overton and Sumner, Nb.. It was firet
seen as a red light to the north going very rapidly to the south. It seon revealed itsalf as a huge
Ligar iit at both ends. It had a huge bubble attached to it by 3 illuminated cords. There was a hox
frazswgrk zidway on the cigar iawhich d,

2 sen were seated. The saw a flag, but could not tell i it was
. - ———
fmerican or Luban. The horses becaae unnanagaﬁ!e.
tLexington (ND) Picneer, April 17, 1897)

33
it had two white lights on the sides and a large light :n frcnt. One wijpgss saw 3 2ap steering .
Traces

g

aces were found in the form of 2 sagll fire bg[ging.
il

. At Braley Wi., at 2030 on April 5, 1897, a cigar shaged craft was seen by aany going northwest,
uperior (Wi) Leader, April 17, (897)

34, At 0100 on April 14, 1897, several at Waxahachie, Tu., saw the airship 400 fest up and going
north. The light from it lit up a wide area. The sachinery seemed toc be gperated by a woman who was
rurning 3 patent like sewing machine. When it sailed as a certain angle, the searchlight would shoot
toward the hotel,

{Dallas {Tx) News, Mpril 18, 1897)

53, During the night of April 15, 1897, the airship was seen at Cleburne, Tx.., It was going rapidly te
the southwest, It had 2 white lights in front and green at the rear. They saw a passenger give - the
brakesen the go ahead sign.

tDallas (Tx) News, April 18, 1897)




)-—

$6. The airchip was seen at Vincennes, In., during the night of April 16, 1897. It wae to the north
and going northwest. The witnesses heard voices and saw & man soving about as it adjusting the
achinery, o -
{Vincennes Cosmercial, April 17, 1897)

57. On Aoril 16, 1897, the airchip was seen anchored near Put-in-Bay, 0., during the night. Several
pecpie saw the crew of the airshis E?ll on several casks of wine, It rose and hovered over the bay
where sne cPewpen Caught several fich. .

{Toledc (0} Bee, April 17,

58. At 220G on April 16, 1837, the airchip was seen froa Delphos, 0., goirg rorth., It was describec as
varied colored lights. One witness saw 4 men and a little girl wavinc hangkerchiets to the pecpie
below.-Taken fros the Delphcos Hefﬁ?ﬁg!:

{Lime {0) Republican Gazette, April 20, 1837)

59, At &chtubula, 0., at 2130 on April 17, 1897, the airship was ceen.
at Mair’'s circuc teni with spy olasses
(Jetfersen (D) Sentinel, foril 22, 1397)

0. Rt 2000 on April 17, 1897, a few rgilroad eaployegs saw the airship at Irishtows, Ky.. 1T was
cigar shaped, a dull lead color, and looked like a large winged spider. They met an occupant who had @

butgsi and asked where he could get fresh water. He took water from a spring.-Taken froa the Lexington

frgonaut.
{Richmond (Ky) Climax, April 21, 1897}

&1, The airship was seen at Lafayetie, In., at 2300 on April 17, 1897, Gevaral ficurec were seen neas

tte galley. The witnesses heard the coamard: "Fipe all hands to plum duét and grog. was going 3t 7
knots/minute, -
Lafzyette Tiees, 4pril 18, 1897

62, Or Asril 17, 1897, fae airship landed at Prairieburg, la., at 2000, The general manager of 1t made
i G008 ! Bugil o tg sell™tickets to Marc at ‘ore fare plus $2° with the privilege to

stop envwhere enrcute and good for 3C days.
‘YCentral City (Ia) Newsletter, April 22, :897)
[Right'!]

83. & lone san clzieed to have seen the airchip at Bonfield, I11., during the right of April 18, 1897,
It was canoe :ﬁap g, oold plated, studdes with diamonds, and satin liped. Froo it, case enchapliod
gucic and § ertunes. Insice the craft, was a lovely maiden who cailed anc beckoned to his.
ifankakee {I1) Bazette, April 22, 1897} S wemm—

Zounds like he had some good stuff.:

ey

84, At 2135, on April 18, 1897, at Lovelady, Tx., & aan saw the airship to the rorthwest. It wes going
northeast very rapidly and about 150 ¢est up, It was chaped like & dragon flv with wide wings that
vere cerved instead of straight. It had a long, cone shaped attacheent which swung underneath and
extended /3 the length of the machine, The machine was iS50 to 200 feet iong anc had & creen }‘g it.
There was soaething that looked like a man soving about in the lower attachmeent. It alferzd it's
tourse several times. After it left, he found an empty cigar box and peach cap.

{Ealveston (Tx) News, April 22, 1897)

55, The airship wac seen hovering over the court house at Rencselaer, In., at 0230 on April iB) 1897,
1t »zs 1 1/2 siles up and the lone witness saw 4 een in it,

{Rencselaer Republican, April 22, (897}

{ Rgain, he tise/altitude factor reflects greatly on this report..
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&6, During the afternoon of April 18, 1897, the airship landed gp the banks of the Brazos River, near
Caldwell, Tx. The witnesses reportad that it took on water and that 7 of 1t°s sailors caught a colerad,
gan and took him with thea. The craft rose and lest east.
{Baiveston {Tx) News, April 20, 1897)

67, &t 0035 cn April 18, 1897, the airship was ceen to pass over Cincinnati, 0.. It was 1/2 mle up

and going scuth at 30 aph. It was generally described as cigar shaped with flapping wings. The aany

witneszes heard the sound of an engine, voices, ausic, and song. One of the witnesses saw a_man with

his aras and legs nanoing out working & ropeller with a bicycle attacheent. It carried a lantern of

coiors. Ancther witness saw a zan hanging onto the rudder. Still arother saw 25 sen astride thg
———

{Cincinnati Comaercial Tribune, April {8, 1897)
{This one also has the makings of 2 good fake; noting the time/altitude factor, flapping wings, and
witness discrepancy.l

58, f lone witness at Elysian, Mn., saw the airship land, at G600 on April {9, 1897. It was_aanned by
three aep —— -
{Rankato (¥n) Review, April 20, 1897)

89, The airship landed at Meatpelier, In., at 1000 cn April 19, 1897, The lore witness fed the
gccupants and they gave hia $13.

{Marioa (In) Chronicle, April 23, 1397)

{For the witness having such an apparent good look at the snip and the heings, there is not enough
inforsation that should have been present.]

Belton, Tx., at 2330 on April 19, 1897, the airship was ceen going southwest to northwest very

t
apidly. It had to alter it's course a little to avoid hitting a tent. As it went by, 10 passengers
sere saen. They spokg as they sent by, but wgs not undersfond.
iTerrell .

71, At 2190 on fpril 19, 1897, the airchip landed for 3¢ min at Lirton, In.. It took on 3 tons of
N . - N Sm—— . . ) - ~d

coal and the two men in it said they were on their way 1o Qanaq;. It ieft north.

——— P i

72. At Balton, I11., on fpril 19, 1897, the airship was seen, at night, scving slowly, 100 feet up. It
was S0 feet long, 20 feet wide, and made a whirring ncise. The lone witness saw people in it danting
and could hear the susic. There were 2 sen standing on the deck and gne a¢ the asked, °I woncer who?
the gentlesan is burning bush?® They fhrew an apple out, whict landed near hia. T g
{Chicago (I1) Interocean, Aoril 26, 1897) ‘

{The Chicago Interccean had an extreaely poor reputation for “truth and veracity.’]

73. 4t Lyons, ¥b., on April 2C, 1897, a bright light was seen at 2130 tc the southeast, gcing
northwest. fAs it got closer, they saw | fans like those on a windeill and they were revoiving very
rapidly, They could hear a faint whirring noise. Through some opera glasses, they saw a large #an in &
grey coat presiding over the steering apparatus. The craft had a red light at the rear.

{LyoRe Sum, wpril 21, 18977

74, At dusk on April 20, 1897, what first looked like a silver cloud, was seen over Sputh Tablé
¥ountain, fros Golden, Co.. It was zoving siowly toward Mt lion, A pair of field glasses showed 3
tright aetallic, cigar shaped car with 3 sen in it. Two of fhe aen were Saoking and one man was
cperating a Kedak, 7

T, 4 2 Ao o™= =2 ITCSTY
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75, Bt Murray, Ky., at 2000 on April 20, 1897, a large cigar shaped grafd was seen, It had imzense
wings, guy ropes and rods, and a searchiight in th .uit. There were four k8Q in it waving
frantizally and the ship seesed to be unsanagable.-Taken fros the Murray Ledger.

iMayfielc {Ky) Momitor, April 28, (897!

-— 75, During the night of April 20, 1897, a funne! chaped ohject wac sesn over Bemidii, Mn.. It wac 22
teet long and had different colored lights. It circled over the lake and 4 occupants were seern.
. ..‘ . o '~'—-‘_-~A
(Bemidji Pioneser, fpril 22, 18%7)
- 77. & cigar shaped rraft landed at Colusbus, 0., at 0330 oo fpril 20, 1397, It wac 30 to 40 feei long,
. pointec at bofFiencs, 8 feet wide, ‘nd b feet deep. It rested on legs and had 2 huge wings on ealh
4 - side. It appearec tp e .adﬁ of aluminug. Severz] een eperged froe it and secured a couple tons of

TETTT L.spaiCh, April 20, 1697)
‘ [Again, the idea of a coal powered airshis coes not make this report very believabie,l

(]

t, 1897, 2 few people saw the airship 2,000 feet up and going west, [t
¥ ar shaped, winged, and h . W thr it.
: %as rigar shaped, winged, ang ac: a propeller. They sa W‘L

it occurred at Youngstown, D., and seen by ‘ref(lielable citizens. Many
it was at Sheron.!)
| e amnn : . , .

. e 79. At 0700 oo April 2!, 1897, a cigar shaped crafi was seen to lapd at McCausiand, la.. It was 40
| J ' 1
g feet laig, 2L Lo ei!ers gperated by a ssall. cosplicate 1ne engine,/and 4 wings on each side,
| [} Lak igther pline en when first ceen, 1t aoved ag.if snnﬁthing was wrogg. It

, - ianged on & main street and 5 _men enerﬂed One of thee uent ta the blackssith nd bought several saall
| stegl rods, They fixed the 55;;~E"E'TE7?—;ouart the east in { hour and 5O minutes,
| !Chicego {11} Intercczan, April 26, 1897}
| {fgain, the Interocesn wac very un.e]xab!s.l
5 -
E night of fpril 21, 1897, The icoe witness said an
| | hey nad been out since leaving Evanston, I1.. Tne
E - ulled 2 cord, arnd it left acrth, (Chicago (i1:
&
ﬁ ince none cf the Muntie papers sade even a mention of it, plus the source.s
E - 31, On April 22, 1897, the airship was seen at Kenly, %C.. at 1930, It wac low and soving very siowly
i to the scuthwest. Thp.ogtiings pt ? gggg*e werp ceer in the netiing of tne craft.
] {ilmington INC) Mescenger, April 23, 1897:
—
: 82, During the evening of &pril 2!, 1897, = strange light was sees in a field in Voyer Valley
i Township, fa.. The next sorning, the witness fsund the airship with 7 crewgen wb j_rof
| Englich.
@ e {CarTTila) News, Aoril 30, 1897)
% I, On April 23, 1897, thz eirchip was seen hovering over a coal chute at Brownington, “Mo. Several
— cupente elighted and locadzd 10 to 50 tons of coal. The chject raised it's huge wings and flew 50
md took Elc 0¢ Water, The occupants tried to get the agent to go with
thee, but he would not, 1t rose to 00 miles and left west.

- "‘x.ma.'- ! Eve, April 24, 1897 )

' ' se. He looked up and
icng, 28 feet uide, and there were 5 aen in i . Tus of the men were




wrostling as the other:3 watched. When one of the men saw the witness, he threw down a piece of blue
gaper which read: °The great airship ‘Williaa . Bryan’ bound for ths Hely Land, No stop over
alliowed.”
{Ironten (0) Register, April 29, 1897)
{&gain, no comaent,]

85. At 0430 on April 23, 1897, iwo witnesses from different locations saw the airship near Arkwright,
RY. 1t was a queer looking cloud that was cigar shaped, 112239’ ard a bright light in front. One of
‘he witresces saw a light at the rear and 3 sam of 2. It was seen for | ainute at 2,000 fest altituge,
and left south. _—

(Dunkirk (NY) Cbserver, fpril 23, 1897)

{1t would appear that the time/altitude factor is, again, iaportant to be noted.l

g5, At Nevada, Mo., at 0200 on Aﬁril 23, 1897, a huge vessel Was seen by several railroag ggp.igg 1
hour. It hed red and blue lights on the sides and _psople could be seen peering over it's sides.
Nevada Mail, April 23, 1897}

87. 01 April 24, 1897, a witness as Potosi, Wi., heard a whirring ncise during the night. He saw the
airship with 2 men sitting on the railingfSmoking cigarsttes) When they saw the witness, one cf thea
said, 'Eul!,\iif-sﬁin the bus sug" and laughed fiendicshly. The witness' " face is on exhibition at
Bensen’'s Saloon for any whe doubt his statesent.”

{Chicago {I1) Interocean, April 25, 1E97)

[The Interocean strikes again.l

38, The airship was seen at Greenfield, In., at 1930 on April 24, 1897. It was going northeast at 30
fest up, It had a headlight in the bow and cne in the stern. It was boat shaped and had 2 house in the
center for the machinery. They Séf‘f_fiﬁ_iﬁiﬂéiﬁﬂ.iﬂ-f'°“t of 2 boat shaped basket, There was what
fooked like a gas hag above it.

{Hanzock (in) Deaccrat, April 29, 1897}

83, &% 2030 on April 24, 1897, the airchip was s2en at Lacoste, Tx, It was ssen by a largs nugber of

&
had g canvas covering, and circied the city. A telescope revealed 2 zen in it,
{8an ARTCR10 iTx) Express, April 27, (897)

£1t would be rather hard to sight an cbject acving 60 aph with 2 teisstopa.;

0. A strange buzzing scund was heard at Louisville, Ky., on the msorning of April 24, 1897, The
witnesses saw the airshig going south, 200 feet up, and at 100 sph. A san ®as standing in the rear of
the lower nart of the cigar sha raft. There were 2 cther men sitting in the hels. The #an in the

rear drsEEed a card which bore the words 3 [ilincis.”

{Louisville Courier-Journal, April 23, 1897)

71, 4t Devine, Tx., on fpril 26, 1897, the airship was seer 300 fest up and going south at a rapid
rate, It was 40 feet long and there were 7 or 3 people in it. A piege of paper fell from it which
read, *This is the best part of Texas we have Pygced over. 'he clizate szems delightful, the air pure
and the scenery picturesque, in fact we are prone to pronounce this the finest country that s fiying
sachine ever flew over. Tell thea that you saw us.®

iSan Antonio (Tx) Express, April 28, 1897)
[Saunds like a good ad for the city.l

32, & lone witness heard the scund of wings at 2300 on April 26, (897, in Reno Ccunty, Ks. He soon saw
a larze dark ohject with saall TTOWES 1n the fore and aft. It was to the northeest and going northeast
at {72 =ila up. A glass revealed that it was like an imaense J sasted schooner with cajls and jibs




96. £ Louisville, Ky., man claised $o have taken a trip on tng"gizshfj-eo Evansviile on April 2

.
cst, He saw a #an standing at the whepl steering the craft. It had & rudder shaped like a wind vane
&nt was being tciiowe inec of i
(Hutchison (Ks) Newsy Bpril 20, |

[Right!]

Bt 1900 on April 27, 1897, residents cf fiktar Tn., heard a dog barking and caw the airship. It

Was cxgar sn-ge; and had 1nmense wh.te wints and guy L3355 and pode, They saw 3 sen frantically waving

;hExr fande and thp craft seesed o cul’ct morking orier, ’
ilie iTni Chrenicle, May 1, '95’) -
s renort ic felt to be a hoex in the nzture of plagiaricm of #7%.1

F4. Rt Horwizh, NY., the airshi ; wes teen going south zt an altitude of 100 feet, This was 3t 2330 on
foril 27, 1897, It was cylj haped, 22 to 30 teet long ant had @ tan cheped screw at the stern
The witness heard & shout and saw a man’s head. Something fgil and n_;_;;,,hazgf. it was & lead pipe
witha hich read: *On buif?'?:E"TEE?E?'\\Ep' 127, igff. Bachine partly Gisabled; unatle to
proceed further north against the wind, Gun1 batk to southern station {gr repairs and will return to
4:r ich Friday torenoon next. [. Breen.
{Norwich Sun, April 28, 1897}

object was seen tc the south of Portssouth, 0., at .9\0 on April 27, BT, It mas

with at lsast a score of lights. The nusercus witresses sak gen scvino about

28, 1897}

1897, There were S.9gL.gn it and one of them ek Ll and wgs left at Evansville. He was returned and
iandec near Jeffersonvills. He said they werg leavigg for London, England, and that e would cend a
cahl egrae to the Journal.

(LsJ svil e Journal, April 30, 1897)

{The dourne! fell har* tor thic one.]
t Dayton, M., goin g sguth at & rapid rats. it
. There were lights around the tasket and the
g i 1 30, 1897, the airchip Japded at Kelierton, la.. The corupant woke the
uitﬁeas an" as keg for g;ge of tobactc. The witness wes asked to gu away on the airship, tut he

99, At Caseville, In., at 0100 on May 2, 1897, the witness was riding when suddenly the horse bete

frightened. He saw a 4G foct long 252:;_§h;5234;;g'. It was hanuseeg.y furrished inside and the crey
] ] ' Geblnlish, '

greign midge
{Kokoas {In} Tribune, May 4, 1897)

[This report also has good possibilities.]

100, At 2230 on May 3, 1897, the airship wes sgag for 20 piutec at Matteawen, NY.. It was at 43
degree elevation to the west and going north, It shone with a radiant white light. They saw what they
thought was 2 geaman hgaving ihe 1aag and & gregn cabin boy case to the rail anc chucked a large par
gf het ashes to windward., Bright green light streaked with yellow was seen flashing at intervals. A
Erignt white light wac shot upward at tises. It was thought to register 200 tons.

iNewburgh INY) News, May 5, (897) ‘

[1t ic 4elt that the witnecs were describing & stezambsat.]
e avastmttetreatme:

#3
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10!, Several railroadsen were on a train at Kenesaw, Nb,, during the night of May 3, {897, when they
Saw & T80 T1QNT SWINging across the track. 7he train stopped and a aan with the red light approached
and askad if he could borrgw a bushe! of coal. He said that hg reeded it for the airshiE. The man
asked what kind of coal they used cn the train. When he was told Mewcastle, he said, "Nemwcasile bs
d--4, £a you SUPPD;;-T-CQJld trust ayself up a mile in the air and depend upon that stuff....”
{Fastings (¥b) TrTbune, May 7, 1397}

102

102, The airchip was seen at Ariba, To., at dusk on May 3, 1897. & san was seen working a lever. The
ship had an outstretchgg 53il. 4
(Hugo {Co) Ledger, May 7, 1897)

103. At 0300 on a March 1397, day, the airship was seen havering low at Mewton, €s.. [jg_sngineer gf
the craft was seen to stoop aver, examine the buds of a p2ach tree, turn a lever, and the crift left
(Nichita iXs) Eagle, April 2, 1897)

164, Scaetiae in April or Jay of 1897, recidents at Rockport, Mo., heard a noise and s2a the airship,
It was a large ratt shaped craft. They saw g acving around in it. Opg Dandscee lady waved her
handkerchief at the witneses. The craft had a long tail, like the Dingley Tariéf bill, e
{Rockport Mail, May 7, 1897)

ng #pril of 1897, a huge airship was seen to pass over Shenango Township, Pa.. The witnesses
vy Sandoccupants in it,
{Q) Herald, April 24, 1897}

{06, The airship was seen at Fremont, Nb., during April of 1897, The witness caid he saw an occupa:

n down 3 share and icken, He then gro anote which read: "This dod gasted sirship

tusiness is not ehat coae people s1ght crack it up to be, Hx vehicle is out of order and will not
down, & goose hunter shot the flie-fiam off ay flying jib and 2 Kansas cvelone TUBk ae in :U's wara

BRyrace ‘aé didn’t dc a thing to thic hlased machine. [ can’t coze down. The sachine won'i agrk, |
have grown gray-headsd in the business. Excuse hest and posr writing and search for ay reszins,”
{#zarrey iNb) Hub, fpril 26, 1897)

167, Seastine in fpril of 1897, the airship was seen at Gallitin, Mo.. Ii was cigar shaged and had
lights that changed at intervals. There were several ccrupants seen on bosrg if, One witness saw 2 gan
cwesging the de:k, and ancther saw an atiache scraping barnacles from the huil,

{Baiiitin North Misscurian, April 30, 1897}

[Czae on! Barnacles on a flying sachine? Xust have a very poor navigator.!l

108, At Paint Pl V., one night in April of 1897, several pecple heerd 3 ruabling, hissing

noize. They caw the airship with a brilliant red haadlxgh‘. {t siowed and hoveres revealing a cigar
shaged craft. One witness saw a sap gt one of the cpemings smcking a cigar.

. . Raaa N
{Foint PrEisant Register, April 28, 18¢7)

£09. At an unspecified date in April of 1897, several people at Mashville, Ak., saw the airship.
was ciger shaped, had_a propeller at the rear, and wheels on TRE sides. U witness saw a beaut ful
1287 Th oard ang he socke to her for 3 Tew sosents. —
?N:%hvzlle News, April 18Y)) ~—

ae in fpril or May of 1897, a man at Castroville, T:., saw the airship. He sam a cow on it
nger asked if he cguid buy hay in Castroville,
& Bavil, May 14, 1897)

"W
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{11, On an
yelling, They asked for a hatchet. They were in scme kind of conveyance with

hearg the

{Lincoln (1) Courier, Rpril 23, 1897)

i urknown date in April of 1B97, several residents at Eminence, Il., were zwakened by 2 men
tover. The witnesces
¢

Z
noise of an engine and he It left to the northwect

flapping of wings.

{hgain, the flapping wings is unlikely.]

113, During
ica ‘hSL
locgin

Acain, th

ielescope
Brounts, 1t
{Nachville

13
found 2 men with 1t. It weighec 500 pounds anc was sade of 1ight saterigl. The
. et . . . a .
Dut tearned little, They said they were going from the Pacific to the AtlantiT and were
r £

112, # lere san at Doniphan, Nb., claimed to have seen z 80 focot long ai*shi ih April of 1897, On
board he_sge several ladies in white ang 2 B3 o was 8 dude and smoking . Qn tne side of the
ship was "The Milky Way The lan s apparently Sy e Was neard j “Aye bane

g & day in April of (897, the airship }andsd at Downs, [l.. The lone witness said it was
ed and that Qg ronverser with the & orcupants.
cn (11) Pantagreph, April 17, 1897)

ere 15 net enough deteils that should have been present in such & ciose encounter.:

: reported that scae nen saw the airship Jgod near Elburn, Il., during Aprii o

U
rn Ra1lnav.

nn in Nashville, Tn., was up late one night in April of 1897, working on Centennial Stock
5. HE SN &

huge machine pulling, blowing, and flashing different colored lights. He saw a
He wore a cap and put something to his face, either a
or & bottle. There was the sound of tingling of bells as the ship went toward the Centennial
t was about 200 feet up.

Sun, April i8, 1897}

anspecifies day in April of 1397, & ean in Waseca County, Mn,, caw the airship descensing

. He ran toward it and saw sgse men laughing &b hie, #hen he neares it, it turned tzil to
e-t,
in} Reporter, fpril 22, 1B97)

45



THEY LOOK LIKE....

In this chapter, I will be concerned with what [ have called Descript CE J reports, These are
the reports inwhich the occupant of the airship was described with detail. The amount of inforaaticn
concerning the alleged being varied greatly. Scae of the reports gave just enough data to make it
incompatabie with_the previous catagery. And quite the contrary, some of the reperts gave a great
amount of data. These reports will be civen as direct guotes fros the sources of the report. The
evaluation which follows each report is strictly sy own and besed on several ‘factors,

The factors which were used to evaluate the reports were as follows:

1.} Presentation-was the report printed in such a sanner that it was belisvable, were there
sarcastic undertones of an individualist or political nature. Essentially, did it have a ring of
truth. This would appear to be purely an intrepretation of the report, as published, It is entirely
possible that the report was published in a different aanrer than it was reported. That is, the
newspaperean who wrote the article, could have added, cr changed, the details, and/or coesents, that
the witness did not report te him. This could be the case when the writer was not the witness. When
the witness was the newspaperman, it was even sore difficult; especially when viewed with the
knowledge that each newspaperaman was out to "scoop” or *cut-do* the next. At this stage cf newspaper
journalism, a good writer could pull off alaost any hoax.

2.) Being description-was the being described in such a aznner to make it believable. In sany of
the reports that tollow, this played little or ro zart in the evaluation, but in sose, it played a
great part. It is accepted that if the airship did originate on soae cther planet, the life fora would
not be believable. When this factor played an important part in the evaluation, {to be honest with
ayself and you) it was almost aiways a gut reaction. Fortunately, this is alacst the whole basis on
belief in UFD's.

3.) Craft description-was the craft believable and was it cospatable with the being description.
This factor played a very impcrtant part in aost of the evaluations. As I have stated previcusly, I
have an extremely difficuelt time accepting the concept of flapping wings on 3 flying machine. In the
19th century, this aight have seemed to be the only way tc fly, but this has never woried. It would be
possible to propell a craft with flapping wings, but this weuld require a technology greater than what
#35 available in 1897. Granted, this technology might be krown to en extraterrestial civiiization, But
it would serve ac purpose. Surely, if they were rapable of inter-stellar, or even inier-pianstary,
fiight, they would be aware of its impracticability. You could say deception. '

4.) Inforaation given-when the Geing gave information, was it believable or proven to te fact.
dgain, this played an important factor in the evaluation of the reports when applicable. Howsver, vau
coutd still =ay, *Decepticn'® But again I ask, why? The answer of deception ia reiation to the
occupants would sees to make all CE 3 reports factual. I choose o Use TRIS factor on exactly what the

. beings related, It is very cbvious, in some of the following, where and when this factor was acst

4

iaportant.

2.} Beings knowledge-this would be where the beings ciaised to know 2 local individual, the
language, and/or data concerning the locale, I feel that the knowledge on loczal ingividuals was an
indication that the report was be used as aethod tc poke fun at that individual. The &ncwisdge of the
tanguage would be possible, but unlikely. it is accepted that current beings could acquire a working
knowledge of Earthly languages via radio and television signals. Since neither of these existed in
i897, they are ruled cut as a media for the eduction of ewtraterrestrials. It would be possidle for
thes to gain this knowledge by abducting an indivicdual for t®e purgose of instruction. I find this
nossiblility somewhat difficult to accest fully; however, it resains possible. In sose of the reports,
the beings indicated knowlzdge of where they were and of the area. If the being was extraterrestrial,
thiz is extremely unlikely, tven 1n the case that the being was actuaily a terrestrial, it still
remains a great drawback. The being would have to have landmarks to identify the city from the air,
and since the aajor identifying structures did not exist yet, this is hard to accept. Of course, it
would be pessible that they had a coaplete asrial map of the United States with the proper longitude
and latitude of cities om hand, but, again, this is highiy unlikely.



Lames?

&.) Miscellaneous-This factor would very froa the witness te source, and includes
good-cld-fashioned gut reaction. In a few of the reports, the newspaper that published it originally
were felt to be unreliable. This was the case when the paper was known to have been involved in a
previous heax,

The rponcte that follow sake for sume 3g3g;gsLLna‘_11_391_135515331534_£55ding. They range from
o what is felt to te real accounts.

-
=r

THREE STRANGE VICITORS
Who Possibly Cags Erog the Planet Mars
Seen on a Country Road by Colocnel K. 8. Shaw and a Companion
They Boarded the Airship.

For sore than a week the papers all over the ccast have been reporting the presence of an alleg
eirchip or #lying aachine, which many reputable people claie to have seen on several cfcasians in th
heavens at night. Whether or not there really 1c such a contrivance navigating the air the Kall is
unab}e to satisfactorily detersine, but some of the papers have taken the matter seriously and others
have been disposed to make ‘1gnt of the stat=n=n\5. A couple af Sar Francisco gfforneys have secured &
io t of free advertising by ¢ ; 8¢ and tested successiyl flying
ships, and the newspapers have filled several coluans talking about the aerial aystery.

The Mail amakes the above statement merely by way of preface to a sost resarkable story which is
related byQolonel H. 6. Shaw of this city, forserly of the Mail editorial staif. Colone! Shaw is at
prosent engaged in collecting an exhibit for the Stockton Cosmercial Asscciation to be displayed at
the Citrus Fair which will be held in Freeno during the cosing sonth. Thé gentleman was very reticent
about relating the circuastance, as he said he had no idea that it would be believed by anyune, and he
wac loath to appear before the public as a romancer or as a man whe had looked upon shoe-string when
it was red. He tells the story as follows:

THREE STRANGE BEIRGS

“aere it not for the 4act that [ was not alone when [ witnessed the strange sight I owould rever
nave gentioned it at all. Wednesday afterncen I went out to Lodi and Locketorc in company with Camille
Spuener, & young man recently arrived from Nevadas. | went to the places sentioned in gquest of saterial
; fors an exhibit to represent this county at the Frecno Citrus Fair. ¥e left Lodi on the return
! should judge, shortly before 6 o'clock, and we were jogging aleng quietly when the horee
#d suddenly and gdve a snort of terror. Looking up we beheld three strange beinge. They resesblec
ns in many respects, but stiil th re not like anything I had ever seen. They were nearly or
¢ seven fest high and very slender, We were both SCWEWhat startied, as voulmay readily imaging,
d the first ispulge wac to drive on. The horse, however, refused to budge, and when we sew that we
were being regarded more with an air of curipsity than anything else, we corcludsd to get out ancg
irvestigate. | walked up to where the strange looking persons were and addressed thea. ] asked where
they were froe. They ceesed not to understand se, but began--well, ‘warbling’ expresses it better than
talking. Their remarks, if such you would call thes, were addressec to each other, and sounced iike a
norotonous chant, inclined to be qutteral. I saw it was no use to attespt a conversation; sc !
satictied ayself with watching and exaeining them. They seesed to take grest interest in ourselves,
the horse and buggy, and scrutinized everything very carefully.

NEIGHED LESS THAN AN OUNCE EACH.

*¥hile they were thus engaged 1 was enabled to inspect thee as well. As I have already stated,
they were seven feet in height and very siender. ! noticed, further, that their hands were quite small
and delicete, and that their fingers were without nails. Their feet, however, were nearly twice as
long 5 those of an ordinary man, though they were narrow, and the toes were alsc long ang slender. |
roticed, too, thet they were able to use their feet and toec much the same as a monkey; in fact, they



appeared to hzve auch better use of their feet than their hands. I presently discovered that this was
probably a provision of nature. As one of thes came close to me I reached out 3p touch hig, and
placing ay hand under his elbow pressed gently upward, and lo and behold ! lifted-heatrga the grgund
with ccarcely an effort. I should judge that the specific gravity of the creature was less than an
Tunce. It waS-themYRat I observed hia try to grasp the earth with his toes to prevent sy lifting hia.
You can readily understand that their slight weight sade such a provision necessary, or they aight be
bloan amay. .

“They were without any scrt of cisthing, but were covered with a natural growth hard to describe;
it was not hair, neither was it like feathers, but it was as scft as silk to the touch, and thelr skin
was like velvet. Their faces and heads were without hair, the ears were very cmall, and the nose had
the appearance of polished ivery, while the eyes were large and lustrous. The aouth, however, was
tmail, and it seemed to me that they were without teseth. That and other things led me to beliave that
they neither ate nor drank, and that life was sustained by some sort of gas. Each of thea had swung
under the [ett ars a bag to which was attached a nozzle, and every little while one or the other would
place the nozzle on his asouth, at which tise I heard a sound of escaping gas. It was auch the same
sound as is produced by a person blowing up a football.

OF INDESCRIBABLE BEAUTY.

"From the description I give I do nat want vou to get the idea that thesa creatures were hicsous,
in appearance they were msarkedly the contrary. They were possessed of a strange indescribab]
beauty, I can express svself in no other way. They were gracetul to a degree, and ascre
Beactiful than anything I ever beheld.

"The strangest part of the story is yet to come. It is the lights they carried. Each held in his
hand scaething about the size of a hen’s egg. Upon holding thea up and partly opening the hand, these
substances esitted the most reamar i enetrating 11 ne can isagine. Notwithstanding
its intensity it had no unpleasant effect upon our eyes, and we found we could gaze directly at it. [t
seeaed to ae to be some sort of luminous mineral, though they had complete control of it.

*Finally they became tired cf examining us and our horse and buggy, and then cne of thes, at a3
signal ¢rom cne who appeared to be the leader, atteapted to lift me, probably with the intention of
carrving ae awdy. ARlthough I aade not the slightest resistance he could not sove me, and firaliv the
three of thea tried it without the slightest success. They appeared to have ro auscelar power cutsics
of being able to sove their cwn iiabs.

STRANGE AIRSHIF,

"#eil, atter trying in vain to aove either of us they turned in the direction ot the Woodbridgs
anal, near which we were, and as they flashed their lights towards the bridge we beheld a startling
1ght. There, resting in the air about twenty feet above the water, was an jaaense airship It was {30
feet 1n iength at least, though probably not over twenty feet in diameter at the widest part. it was
pointed at both ends, and ocutside of 3 large ruddsr there was no visible sachinery. The three walked
rapidiy toward the ship, not as you ar I walk, but with a swaying mcticn, their feet only touchiag the
ground at intervals of about fifteen feet. We followed them as rapidly as possible, and reached the
tridge as they were about to eabark. With a little spring they roce to the machine, opened a door in
the side, and disappeared within, I do not know of what the affair was built, but just bafore it
started I struck it with a rock and it gave no sound. It went through the air very rapidly and

eiganded and contracted with 3 muscular motion, and was soon out of sight.
'éﬁ_~1?‘ﬁ?§!‘!‘?ﬂ?ﬂr71-ihich, of course, is only a theory, that those we beheld were inhabitanis of

Marz, who have been sent to the earth for the purpose of securing ore of its inhabitants. ! feel safe
in asserting that the stories being told by certain San Francisco attorneys are cluabsy fakes, and
should not te given credence by anyone.*

Fres the Stockton (CA) Mail of Novesber 27, 1894,

¢

us

{This report eakes for some very interesting reading. As far as an evaluation is concerned, it has
Soth strong peints and weak points, The F3Ct that the witness was a foraer newspaperman aouid increase
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the possibility of a hoax. The gutteral language of the beings is a strong point, in that this has
centinued to be reported even at present. The beings showed a logical interest in exzaining the
witness, the horse, the buggy, and the gereral area. The major weak point is that he reported that the
being weighed less than an ounce. He went on to related that they used their feet to held thes to the
surfzce, He later reported that when they went tc the ship, they did so in leaps of 1S fest. If this
a5 true, they would have been blown away by the slightest breeze. The sention of the breathing
sgoaratus is extresely interesting, as this is the one of the rare instances of this. The idez of the

LLalt gxgan ding and contracting ic alse VErY 111091ca1 &11 in all, this is felt to be 2 hoax.]

2.
JOE SAW IT.
K. Joder Gets Within Talking Distarce of the fir Ship
Sallers,

. K, Joder, a west side druggist, was going hose about 1 o'ciock this sorning {April 10} and
when resr the corner of Nashington and West Fourth streets was filjed with wonder and awe on behold
what ceesed to be g aonstrous bal gliding through the air, and coming toward hia from the east.

For & mosent, all that he could see wes g imaspse black object with what seemed to be gyR2.g
firg, but as it approached and glided dewn into the road, he resesbered what he hat heard of and read
of the systerious airship and at once decided to investigate. He was too frightened to sake zccurate
observations, but tells a very plausible story of what followed.

I succeeded in approaching within about a hundred feet of the ship,” said Nr. Jocder tosay, “and

would have had quite a story te tel! vou, but for one thing-the gallors were a1l foceiggeres. ! ae
quite sure they were Polanders, for they were gaall in stature and grggged in furs. (hey talked
tluently I suppose, but I couldn’t understand a worg. T Coulq understand froe Their actione that they
had ¢ oEEed tor rsgairs. It was alsc apparent that they nare"gg;x_&ggg:xg but they said by the use of
cions, that they thought it would be of no use to ask for a hand-out in Waterloo, because Jack
Tasebeer didn't coee down proper’ when they went over town a few nights since. The necessary reg girg

were socon aade and they were up and off,*
-From the Courier of Waterioco, la., April 10, 1897

Evaluation: This is basically a qood resort. Its strong points are (1) the beinge gescribed sc pairy
duarfs which have been reported sany tizes since: and (2) the witness did not understand their
tanguage znd had to communicate by signs. There ic some difficulty in accepting the notation that they
were zbout 160 feet away, at 0100, and he could hear thems speak and even see thes. 0f course, this
entirely possible., The major drawback is their apparent cossent concerning Jack Casebeer. 1 feel that
this & real incident and thic comment was 2dded, either by the witness or the newspaper.

3.}
KAVIGATOR OF THE AIRSHIP.
Rlights at Maysviile, But Betuaes
Disgusted and Saiis fway.

Maysville, Mo., fpril 12.-{5pecial tc The Herald.)-At 10:30 p.s., those of ocur citizens who had
any doubts as to the reality of the airship had them rescved in 3 very short tise. I¢ the fake story
from BofBany had any truth in it, thers are, or were, two of these mystericus craft.

% about 10 p.a, a faint gleaming light appeared on the northeastern horizoen. It swept rapidiy
forward, pursuing a direct southwesterly course directly over the town, When near the zity's acrthern
Hiaits the ship seeeed about 300 fcet from the earth, and after reaching a point nearly over the court
house began to descend in a vacant lot north of United States Narshall Crenshaw’s home. The machine

floated easily to the ground and was soor surrourded by nearly the whole population of our little

city, -

b
de

There was Qﬂli.EEi-liﬂ.ﬂﬂ.ﬂEéLﬂ; who appeared to be a Norwegian, from the appearance of the
equipsent of the ship and from the earnestness and vehiesence of the Scandinavian caths which fairly
poured from his lips as he hassered at a peculiar little contrivance on one of the long, gill like
+langes on top of the rear portion of the ship.

44



The air navigator seesed to be utterly disqusted with having te alight and was not in a
conversational mood and nothing was learned from him.

11 that could be seen about the little air vessel was an aggaren;]g Qig;sh inscrigtion-no one

here being able to translate it.

In thirty gigutes everything seemed to be LRgaired and the systerious visitor was gone. The
crowd is dispersing. Great excitesent prevails. 11 p.a.

-7roa the Hezald of St. Joseph, Mo., April 13, 1897

tvaluation: Here again, the report is rather believable. The major drawback is the source of the
report. The St. Joseph Herald had previcusly been involved with a crash hoax at Bethany, Ma,. Hith
this being the only dramback and ne further evidence of it being 2 hoax, this is srobatly 3 real
incident, —
Py,

4.}

The town that hasa't received a visit from the airship simnly isn't in it at present, Hurlsy
veople have bequn to feel sore that the captain of that fabled bark had passed us by until Jerre
Sullivan espied it at 8:30 p.m. Sunday night (April 11) #-ca the platform of the Northwestern depot

approaching froa the southeast yrder a fuil [83d of stezp. he ggg;;lx loukina passengers Having
signais and the band was playing "When Johnny Comes Marching Hoae.* Mr. Sullivan at once alaraes

several prominent residents whose veracity cannst be questioned and quite an zssembiage witnessed the
fiight of the phantoa ship while it cavorted through the atmosphere, first up then down, then took 2
or 3 turns around town, evidently trying to discover if the saloons were open. The spectators were
unadle to obtain a very good view of the captain who stood in the bow of the boat. His long hocked

ncse belched forth dense volumes of 5 8, his eyes flashed fire, his hands reseabled
tlaws, while a long caudal appendage with a fork on the end of it hung over the side cf the toat and
his sajesty was discovered to use this for an anchor later when the ajrship ca on the

sxpbcct the brewery. About this tiae Mr. Sullivan thought he recognized in the captain an old
acguaintance and took to the woods and at last accounts he hadn‘t been heard fros. The captain sent

dosn ward that he desired to see his old friends Griff Thoeas and Pa Hand, but he was inforaed th
toth aen were attending a perforzance at the opera house with their hest girls and couid not be
disturbed. Abcut this tize Sus Becker sent up 2 halé barrels of beer that he had left gver fram the
2lection and the entire crew agreed to vote here next spring. The raptain espreesed a desire to et
soae light rendering with which his passengers amight wile away the hours of their asrial
flight, He was advised o secure sose copies of the Iowa News Rec:rd but he said the people of that
prisitive town acrcss the river went tc bed at sundown and he would not disturd their slusbers. The
gin expressed hisself as very such pleased with the new town adainistraticn and he rather o
#ind things "hiling™ here when he ca:e &gain. He then unwound his caudal appendage freoam the
chestack of the brewery, spre s, turned on the ste sailed away while the band
Mickey Brannigan’s Pup.” Three minutes later the ship passed over
at it but the captain merely winked the cther eye.

-Fros the Iron Co. Republican of Hurley, Wi., Agril 17, 1397

Evaluation:This report is very unbelievable and highly unlikely. Therefore, I feel that it is 2 hoax.

The Brandon (Ni.) Tises of April 22, 1897, printed the story of the airship and beings having
been seen there at 8:03 on April 16th. It was so much like the above report that I feel that it is
evidence of plagiarisa. There were changes in some of the report and acticns, but ccae were
identical, in fact, word for word, and obvicusly taken froa the above reference.

c i

o s Cornelius Barry,
the cistinguished statesaan and philoscpher of Melrose, had a fine view of the airship last night
{April 12). He was sitting in his library reading the works of Confucius when suddenly a light of
narveious brilliance crossed the page. Dropping his imported cigar, he hastened to the conservataory,

i3
Losan where Mike Bhite fcp =ot
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né there, through the vaulted crystal reof, he clearly teheld the lines of the aerial wonder, In the

r uge eisctric search-light znd the operator held this on Prof. Barry until he theought he was
gaux procession, Then a hparce voice exclaimed: “Bie gehts bei !hnen?® and the ship slowly
ed gver the Bryan pole at the corners, Con grgbhed Big ghot gun and followed. Half a wile
g ship

gt off g cloud of 5*&¢u and chn‘v nestlea to the =arth The venturesore Barry
t : it i< . The cabin of the ship
t
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y angd 3 ;glgrgﬁ gag n & white duck suit was serving supper on a spotlese
izng furnished lively susic and the car wes radiant with silver and
DASSENGErs was g ygnerabie par in a Jurkish costuse, He had a white beard
and he amused hieself by feeding whole coconuts to a huge pink baboon
ang had larpe gold rings ir it's ears.
turiher surprised azt seeing the girl stand ug
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g or. the table and wind & large purple
da about her neck Just as if it were a feather boa, She danced lightly and gracefully
£ the pianc and thhn tossed halé a2 cozen bottles of chaapagne down the yawning jaws of
fiwhi he other male passenger was teaching a piebald kangaroo to jusp over i
over iis head.
huw cut on a vacation,” sursured Con,
ited & huge cigar and sent clouds of sacke out
r NEWSEaner nhxle the enake suspended itse!
ith an ivory fan.
ressed higseld and fainted.
ke ship was gore, but half a dczen empty botties were round where it rested; also a
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Dr. Leslie E. Keeley,
Opiuve Habit Cured
In Ten Treatsents
~Froa the Herald of Guincy, 1., Ap"l 13, 1897

The airship was heard from again on the sase night (fpril {2). Sguire Hunph'ev the New
Friladeiphia statesnaa, was sitting in his palatial grain office reading Sullivan On Assault and
Rattery, when a bright light flached tefore hic eyes, and he thought it wae a #lasbsay cleb. Rusning
1o & window he loohed out seeing nothing tut a biinding light, when he heard a hoerse voice say "Wie
Gehts,® there was g rushia, noise, and a great dark object passed over into Harvey Langterd's fisid.
Souirs crept up clese, and a most actonishing sight ast his eyes. The object reseavled a great

eRi-circular r bri

righily lighted with electricity; the octupants were iwc &ep, one 2 ybung man as

, the other old with fiowing white beard and hair, andé 2 venerabie countance, ang i
as s brautifyl that thg Souire c hears alansl sionnel feallng. An electric pianc

1, the young aan gazed lazily at the old ean feeding whole coconuts to &
ile the woman danced 2 dreasy cooche coochie to the music of the piano, and a monster

¢, with itc glittering eyes, adeiringly on. The Sguire haﬂ been unconscisuslv drawing
the while, when the python suddenly caw hie, and with 8 ferriblie hiss spouted fire and
htninq trom its acuth, the green bakoon let out a sonster roar, aud the whole country seesed to
Squire Huaphrey fainted et these awful sights and sounds, and when he came to the alrship
but in its place was a card bearing these words-"Frof, Fitzsieecns. Teacher of the art of
c 3
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he Hclonough Desocrat of Bushnell, Il., April 15, 1897

]
t

: It ic obvious that the Bushnell Desocrat report was plagiarized froa the Suincy Herald. In
¢« the reports zre far too cutlandish to be Heiaeved ang | feel it a hoax.

-

e Dubugue {Ia.) Times of April 14, 1897, nrinted a lengthy article concerning an alleg
$

landxng of the zirchip and the subsequent interview with the beings. It reported that at 2130, on
fpril 1Zih, a great white light was ceen to land on Horceshoe Blu#é, 4 miles south of toan, A Tiees
apa—
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reparter, J. H. Shields, Charley Wales, and Prof. Welsh, went to investigate. They found a_V shaced
gbject that they had to look down into and “five strapes looking figures arose, The beings were
S . . q . q L.
huaan form and shogk hands.with the witnesses. One of the beings invited the earthlings into the ship
and they entered. The beings were sgyep fesf tail, wore long white beards, and their hair was long

and ahite. Their skin was caramine colored and wore clothing of a saterial never seen in Dubuque.
One of the beings said, °f y fre t Jupiter. My nase is Higlio Hagag and | aa
thief hogaldo of the Institute of Science and Arts in Rangadia, one of the largest nations of

Jupiter.® He repcrted that he and three other *hogeldos® had been sent by the governaent of Jupiter
of see how *such it {earth) had advanced in science and arts, as well as in other respects since we

left ity for you must understand that all peogle shg.dig.on.zarth afg fransterrpg to Jupiter, there to
remain until they dig aggip and go to.Saturp, which is il highly civilizad planset.” He said
that, when on earth, he had been president of Oxford college in England tor 12 years. He said that
the higher the position on the earth, the higher the position the persen recieved when he went to
Jupiter.

He said that there are 780,400 oceans on Jupiter,the largest being 89,000 ailes widejthe average
height of the aountains was 500,000 ailes; the widest river is 3,000 ailes wide; there are 8 suns and

§2,000,000,000 aggns and stars; and gverything is agde of alusjnua.
1 thase statements are not iﬁﬁuﬂ? enough, the ship was only ¥ feet deep.

Evaluation:This story requires no evaluation. An cbvious hoax.

s

The Nevada (la.) Journal of April 15, 1897, printed an article which claised that the zirship
ianded near there on fipril I3th, The "isaense ship was more than 90 rods long, at least &0 rods wide,
with ;arie 1iags, which spread ouf go either side, when in sotion 200 rods,” and sade the noise of a
volcano. [t was found, through an interpreter that the ship had “ggse from the sun and had on beard a
nuaber of gecpls fraa that alace, he also stated that ad i o lan 5
and to the moon and that it i - ga all these planets, that after leaving the Moon the
ship had landed in Turkey and that g gusbgr of Turks were taken on Yoard, after which the ship started
cut again to sail and lanced in Californ:a.*®
it was also learned that the ship usvally travelled at {,000 ailes an hour, but wes carable of 3,000
piles an hour.

*He said that they stooped in Kansas or Nebraska and gt s3itie, consisting of

£,500 head, which Dayebaniognforiogd.” The ship garzied A0Qailliop tons of coal. g lakaofmalen

‘e
to iast a year, and the ice house was 800 feet high and 1,000 feet sgquare.

Evaluation: Again, this one requires no evaluation. It is top.apsurt to be real: angther hoax.

3,1
Chasing the Alrship
Statesman Press Reporter’'s Ad-
venture With the FRonster,
Overhauled in a Field Near the Seidier’s
Home Early This Morning-Manned
by a Strange People

fbout 3 o'clock this morning, both telephone tells in the editorial rocas of the Statesaan Press
rang violently and sisultaneously. A reporter sprang to each instrueent and found & policesan hanging
to the other end of the wire. These guardians of the public peace seemed quaking in their boots, but
#inally aanaged to tell the reporters to chronicie the fact that the end of the world had coae for
Sure,

dirchip to Blase.
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The newspaperaen tinally learned that the systericus *airship® had again made its appearante,
this time very near the ground. A!l rushed into the street and the sight they beheld made their blood
run ccld and hairs stand on end.

The Monster,

Right over Mzin street, but a short distance up, was the sonster, ELﬂEEllﬂﬂ-h!.ﬁlﬂ.illﬁﬂﬁﬂ.ﬁiﬂ%ﬁ_
that :L&gg:g_¢n_;ng_j;; and were fully 100 feet from point to point. In front was cne great, eye ¢

dazzling brightness. At the rear was ancther eye, squally bright, oniy the color would rival the
intense redness of a railroad danger lantern. The front eve wac probably useful to the sonster in
seeing hic way, while the behind was a precavtionary seasure zgainst rear-end collisions, which say be
aore or less frequent cccurance on (g alanel where.this sbraqge visitpr pnce beigpged, But we are
free tg condess that this aoncter would hardly netice the shock of anything possible for it te collide
with in this puny world of curs any zore than the presence of the ¢ly on hic horn troubled the cx,

Pursuit Instituted.
1t was observed that the monster, as it mage its wav to the westward, wac gradually cinking ant
probably zlight near the Home. So a reperter aounted his whee! and gave chase, By Herculean efforts
he rept pace with the ship, which continued to cettle nearer and nearer the ground.
Reporter ffoct.

ot the sidewalls was reached and the ground being very rough, the scribe was
t. But he lost no tize end urged his way on foot and finally case up
s it was ¢or the first tise zbout to set foot or bottom on Mother Earth,
ear the sonster, and beheld 2 sight that will never fade froa his eemory.

& Keal Airship.

Irzediately above hic head was the ship-a large boat shaped vessel painted blue or made so by
sailing through the skies; at the bow was a light of dazzling brightness that lighted up the country
for z great distance around; at the stern the reporter beheld the imaense red light that cast a lurid
glare on everything near., fbove the boat like vessel was another cbject fully as large as the "boat.®

It was {he shape of a cigar and fully 100 feet long and 20 feet in diaseter. The wings are described
above. The moneter made g terrific roar as it slowly moved.

His Blood¢ Runs Cold.

as the reporter was involved in the glare of the red light he discovered the "boat” was

spall shrap inc_per znd wosen. Their faces and voices were of UnCRLDY ZLEESIALL®
and sound and they reminded the scribe ot st stord e had read fros old books in
grandfather's library. #s soon as the strange shjecte beheld an Azerican newspaper reparter tﬁey
tequr (g burl ballo dudire, brisestone and molten lava at his. But these substances 'arrxed no
terror to the heart of the average Marshalltowrn newspzper man, and the uncanny visiters b hidegus
ggj_upgg_iﬁLigyn;jnaggs_, can tbey would scon be overhaulsd, so they sumsoned rexnforcesments and
SEOUT GuighbAL Wb sl rocks, (Szeples can be seen at this céfice.) These kept
distance, but he detereined tc continue the pursuit at all hezarze, even though ne
to touch the ship, which had reached a distance cf nct sore than 20 fzet ¢

o

Iu e
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Sails hway.

The EibdelBkiB0ubEings navigating the ship, sesing they could not drive off their purever,
at this hour of the night, sulled cpen the throttle of their engine and sailed away,the great ship
treaking and grozning aC.Lng_Lllggﬁg_];ggg bore her along. She scon pained speed and the reporter
gave over the chace and watched his intended victus with a hungry eye as it gained speed and rose to &
rezt height, appearing ac a mere bright speck in the blue sky and finaily hiding fros vision.

Ancther Reporter.
ter.-Just as the paper gues to press, very late, we learned that a reporter of the Evening
gs had just started in pursuit of the airchip on foot and alocne., Poor fellow! He will never

-frog the Statessan Press of Marshalltown, la., April 13, 1897

ni A1 in all, this is & well written report. But, that is what a newspapersan does best. !
ic probably a hoax for 2 reasons: the witness was a reporter and for this time pericd they

53



had a very low reliability, and [ have an extresmely difficult tise accepting the cancept of flapping
. o . . » . . . V
wings on an aerial device. With these in sind, I feel this is a hoas.

%)

The latest venture with this aystericus vessel, which leaves no roce for doubt as to its actual
existance, was the experience of two Pine River farmers last Tuesday afterncon (April 13}. They were
driving howeward 3t about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, being on the way back hese from a shopping
sxpedition to the city, As they were about 4 eiles cut on the Pine River fload, one of thea glanced
back to see that their purchases were still in place. In so deing, he caught sight of a black speck
in the northwestern part of the heavens, 2 little ta the right of the road. He watched it fer a
minute, and noting that it ‘continually seeaed to grow larger, called his coapanrion’s attention to it.
They stopped the tear and noted in astonishaent the approach of the strange chisct whose nature they
sere at a loss to make mut, 3E5x_gn;_g511ng_hgggn_n£_1ng_aizship which #as supposed to have been seen
in this vicinity, It drew gradually nearer and at length stopped nearly directly overhead about 300
feat trom the ground. They could now aake out the object quite plainly and ncticed —Eﬂ—iiliﬁiilii

_53_15 that were dropped out froa either side. These aqyed rapidly up.and down amdactsd—s 3

rachute in letting the ship drep slowly to the ground. It landed about 109 feet to the right ot the
road, The horses were naturally frightened at the strange appariticn and one of the aen held tne
shile the other ran forward to aake a close investigation. fs he drew near he noticed 3 mediua sized

jgﬁ.i{ggggg_in_g_gzgiggr and having on a bicycle cap, iJla_in.1h__g:nugﬁ.n&%h\gg!g_gggxs and began

xorking on the side gf the ship. Ancther aan, dressed in a black suit and laundered shirt, dirscted
him in the work froa the deck of the ship, It seemed that they wished to resain unnoted, for
isssdiately on noting the farmer’'s approach, the one working was called by his companion 2nd both ran
inte a cabin that was in the rear part of the deck. A few seconds later, fhe wings starsed foeove
anc¢ the ship rose upward rapidly gaining in sosentus. In about 3 minutes all that couls be seen of it
was a dark spack away off to the east and that soon passed out of sight.

daing to the short tise that it was in sight ocrly the following meager description is available:
i1 was about 30 feet long znd 10 fest across at its widest point. It wasgigar shaped, the outside of
the hell bzing covered with ahat appeared to be olates of steel. A railing surrounded the deck, upon
which nere 2 tabins, | in the front and 1 in the rear. On both sides were the aforesentioned 2
O ject] and lubpgls that appeared to be arranged after the azanner ofgsleaaers
aLopeilers. Aside froe a rudder arrangesent in the rear of the ship there was no other sutward sign
tz ingic at= the socurce of locomotive power. Our inforaants at least thought to kesp the matter

ty to themselves for fear the story of their strange adventure not being ,elze'nd. On cecond
on sx:eraglen they decided to give it to a newspaper for publxcation, but exacted 2 proaize that their
names would not be revealed,

-Frza the Advocate of Merrill, Wi., fpri: 20, 1897

tvaluzticns Here agqain, the flappi ings concept played a sajor roie in the evaluation. [f it had
not teen for this, it would have been feit to be 3 regl incident, However, 1 fes] that it ic 2 hoas.
0.}

The Mitchel!l Cocunty Press of Osage, Ia., of fpril 13, printed a letter from John Penny, wnc
claised to have seen the airship on April 13th. His letter states:

"I was ccaing fros Stacyville te Osage and going slowly on account of the muddy roads. It was so
iate that [ felt sleepy and was noddin’, when without any warning, my horse suddenly >tcppee and
snarted. | opened my eyes and there right before e was what appeared to ir shapad tube,

troe the sides of which projected jasense dragon wings. The ship was like resting in the center of the
real when [ first noticed it, bLt~ﬁ;-;;.'F7T3=';7—¥;§;“¥Buard it, it rose =asily in the air and hung
just over ay head, so near thnt I could have touched with ey naked hagd had I sc desired. Suddenlv, I
did atteapt this, but found to ay surprise *hat The ship was occcupied by two
of thaa pautiful creatyres I ever behsld, who W
were zgents from the other norlg sent here to seek an honest man. Of course, I felt abashed at their

choice, proaised to do all in ay power to deserve their favorable opinicn. They bade e say to the




sS4

, but got called off and
' \ l B for_z golen
ipirits. fis they are not gaterial,they argue t

1nhabitants, and will cease to inconvience us nheu we get used to Seeing nrns hACh are a cosbirati

f.nothingness with cpirit. No sooner had ihe spirits given me this inforsation that they touched a
85 g
lever and with a spiendid swing the great chip rose and with the speed of sunlight cwept tosard the

t
g

t 1 am subjecting ayselé to criticies by writing thic, but feel it sy dutv to et the
n

i

k T 1
peaple of this city know of the expected arrival of spiritual guests, so that we can get the bulge on
t g at large by putting out attr art ons ant zuﬁﬁz?ﬁ?‘!ﬁi;-"‘ﬁettie in Osage or vitintly,

Here, the idez of spirits requiring an airehip ic & little harc to accept. The whole siory
to believe and I 4esl 1t 2 hoax.

11}

Sope fareers from near Smake River country say a boat with winge on it was casped :n the wcods
near there yestercay. The pdor of the sickened people who attempted to cppr:ac“. The
conversation of the beings #ho rus in and out sounded at & distance like a fiock of wild geese chased
by & ternago, They ue??"';.b ut clothing, and appeared through the seoke of & bluish color. The great
Norihern and Nerthern P

acitic agente at thic point are offering a large reward for its cepture, and a
trigage wiil probaily leave tomerrow with lightning rods and an electric battery to attempt & capture,
when excursions will be ruz to thic point at single fare,

-From the Tribune of Creookston, Mn., April 14, 1897

ion: [ feel that this was a rea! incident. The nctaticn of the siciesing cdor and the beings
) ) R " _ in ,’#__-—-—N_’ o
conversetion scunding like geese, are both reportzd in current reports, The cosgsnt of them being
nzket w2z probebly a miscencention and their bluren coicr due to ihe smoke.

12,

Forerding to the Daily State Journal of Parkershurg, WWa., of april 17,1897,
waz riding & horse rear Oggin, Wva,, when a noise frightened hic horse ang he w
around., The noree ram off and he was ferced to certinee on foct. FHe noticed
neardty fieid,

"The right was pitch dark and he had to ai grop
upan & strange lecking craft, which he cesc .bes as being &
ol

t G
cratt, ehich turned cut Yo be ¢ veritablie air ship, was sage of some lighi, . E
sextling alumirug, There were q eite z nueber oR le peiiers iher appoinisents.
Ir 4ront, anc also in the rear, were large dis ks, ancoustediy, the .asps from what case the great
tight. Strangest of ali weze the peopie atcompanying this ctranue visitor. There werz gight sen in
N r

13, Sever of thes tried to make themseives understcod by signs, btut the eighth amen uttersd

bled Chinese, These sen were parveic, They were between eleven and twelve fest in
reight and the:r heads were Tbout the size of an ur51nnry &an’c body. The oil man, who S & 1
and who ic fagiliar with the Chinese language, tould oniy eake cet part of the conversaticn acdr
to his. -

"It appears t‘ese 1en came all the way £roe the planst Mgre, They left that luminary three yeare

age, snC were on a voyape TF discOvery to the eerth. They had alsc xjsited other planeis en route.
;;ey have been gal 1ng Gver ead within a radius of three thousand miles for the past sonth and feared
¢
.

er cannibals or savages. The oil man wanted to know wherg they

in all the four vearc of their journey. They opened & Cepartseni

acle about the size of a guart seasure. This contained what
rs

ncou
g
in the sn;p and shoned his re:ep'
P that these people gat but once a month and then only &

NS

appeered to be small pilis, It a
N —
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toncentrated preparation that probably sustains life for many days. Strangest of 2li thers was no
water aboard. These people dpynk air. .
"The visitors would not give any information about thesselves further than what was related.

They, however, disclosed the fact that they intended tc "hang arsund’ for some tize and would possitly
pay ail the Iarge cities of our planet a visit as soon as they felt safe in doing so. The cil man
;ert & hour or “so i their coapany and ressined lcng encugh to see this strange craft and its

trange occugpants soar heavehward out of sight. Then the lights appeared in the heavens and within an
§ hour had entirely passed froa view,

“de returned to Parkersburg early in the aorring afoot, mwent iaeediately
togk an cath not to take another drink until the glorious faur..."

18y
Y

it and

Tvaluations The final comment of the witnesc makes this story reguire no evaluation, £ close
axap natlaﬁ of the report shows several incocnsistancies. For instance, he stated they left Mars 3
years ago and later he says a 4 year voyage. Also, they visited other n;ane" tetween #ars and Earth.
The sust have taken a long route,
13}
The Chicage (I1.} Tribune of April 16, 1897, printed a dispatch frce Cleveland, 0., dated fpril
15 ard was s follows:

. H. Davis, of detroit, says that while cut on his fish tug, the Sea #ing, yestersay, the
iishe aen noticed a gueer loocking boat not far away. Capt. Joseph Singler, aaster of the tug, and Mr.
Davis agree that it appesred to be about forty feet in langth. It had 2 cabin covering about
one-fourth of the deck surface. @ man dressed ig a checked hunij it and wearing a long peaked cap

\ “as fishing from the boat. He was apparently abeut 23 vears of age. A hapdscae woaan sat at hi

cide, with a boy pf 10 it her feat. Ms the Sea ¥ing neared the curicus cratt a gayly decoratsd object
was siowly inflated and rose to the length of the roges by which it was attached to the boat.

It was
a baligen, cylinder shaped, about fifty feet long. Rlowiy the boat rose ints the sjr until it stood
dirsctly over the tug, about 500 feet fros the watar, ’t circled 1ike a hawk for several ainutes.
Sudderly, there was @ spiash in the water. A large swcrdfish had been dropped froz the zirship. The
fish was stunned ard is sow on exhibition in a tank &t t” g fire tug, Clevelans, O.. &_ggii,yns-
droppad from the airship anc th= mystericus peopie were carried away bv the nxgh wind. Mr. Davis szid
the hnat had @ wheel similar tg thgse on stezmers. This, it is stated, acts as a propelier in the air
a5 well as cn the water.® S~
tvaluation: 1 teel t his wag @ real incident. However, the fact that they saw tha balicom intlatl
faises serious questxa g abhu its origin. It is very poscible that it was sizply an Earthly fot zir
3r hydr 0951 balloon with an elaborate basket,

The Secalia Mo.) Daily Capitel of Aprii 1S, i897, printsd a dispatch troa Hughesvilis
dated April 14, It read as folliows:

*The airship arrived here at 3:30 this evening, landing in a vacant lot west of ine dsaa
shaped auch zfter the fashion of a cigar. Jeyentesn afult Ocpupanhe and one child from its crow,
1hi4.;aaag_L2g_l:ish_jggggggg_ﬁlggg;}y. The ship is from planet Mars and Mr. CWoulihan, uavxg=t:
inforss us that Hars is exclusively irhabited By the eUGVE nased race. The object of their wisit
Hughezville is to negotiate with Mr, H. 0. Shelton, setretary of the CaneBromer ‘s associatica of

{placel for the manufacture of sugar for their whisky.

#. H. Vaughan.“

-t

:
to
to
this

The idea of Mars being inhabitated by the Irish is extreazely unbelisvable. I feel that



st

Hr. Dl:on sees the air ship! Prodably the beginning of a news era! Nednesday (April i4), Mr.
on his fars, saw a strange object of immense propertions, lodged in his field, Upaon
to it, he guessed itc purpose. Fr. Oison 1s not fluent in the English language and
t too excited to give & graphic description of what ne saw. As far as we can leern new,
he tigar shape of the body., He ztteapted to des A,te,zhg_ggilg‘ but spoke in suc
&d st»tezEnEs That we could derive nothing definite. MNr. QOlson speaks of coupant

ject of locomoiion, In atteepting to describe them, he Dezomes quite raving, tut we
ros him unawares, There are fpur living objects, decidedly sifferent fros the huran being

5 i
oé this earth.  Instead of having a body divided into heat, trunk and lisss, they were eore cospact
'.

tcra,  The pedal extresity was more of a boat than 2 foot. From the piddle of the zody cne iiet
gxtended to the ground ard was used for g srogellor. It wee veryv ditficali for thece beings te smove
groper soil.  This was all we could get ?rom Er. Dison t present, but we hope toc learn sore when he

is
is over hig exCitec surprise, We are left to conjecture thet thess pecple and their wonderful ship
cane fros ancther glanet. Their specific gr:vxty is auch more intense than curs-this from their zode
'E?':?:E;:ITEET"TSE—ET;;et sust therefore be nezrer the sun. They are a better people-invented the
ffr=t girship. I+ you guestion any part cof ¥r. Oison's statements, we ash you te call at W, T, Bell's
v the best groceries and chinaware, at the lowest prices.
-Fros the Journal of Fergus Falls, Mn., April 16, 1897

Evaiveticns 1 feel *Hat this is & hoax. It the descripticn of the beings, which ic quitfe enlikelv, not
ghough 1o cast seripus @ -ts, the tiral statesent is encugh. Fros it, the story appears tc have been
an at for Beil's store. '

8.}

10 at the airship, but several pes

The thing =ucrpeﬂ :au. troa the

Feyrolds, it is clained, not oaly had the pleasure of ioo
i they were exakining the strange

kia
had the rare good fortune to becose acquaintsd with the navigator
la

y and a half 2 dozen farserc immediately =4rrﬁur led 1%, Whi
crait, g creat J = halé fest ig height clasbered over the side and gres eloguent in an
uriaown tongue. Gn the faraere hc=p3.¢uiy extensed his hand, bult in the cocuntry the visitor comes
[47]

gu g of -
trom ihis seems to be considered an eéfront. The zig fellow swung one of his lege &ng the farner
retired in disorder with a troken hip. Then the unknown sprang ints his aerial crast, furnsd on soae
sirange pcuer and the whele thing azried away. There is no still in the vicinity of Reyrolos that :s
n i te ot report

the revenue guthoritiec and 2 sharp lookout is being kept ¢or aconshiners. {da

)

-Free the Evening Press of Srand Rapids, Mi., forii 16, 1897

The Saginaw iMi.: Courier-deralc of April 17, 1897, printed a dispatch ¢fros Revnolés deted dpril
&, whith concerned the above and gave more inforeation. This artxcle said that it landed et 9430 on
prii 14, and was at a place 1/2 eiles to the southwest of the city., A strapge san, :f aar he aight
be calied, was in charge of the ship, While he czemed to have plerty of heavy clotifes which lock like
the pelts of polar bears, he seeged to have no use for then. as he was aisgst naked and ssemed to oe
suffering fros the heat, He is about 7 {/2 feet tall, and his talk, while susical, is aot taly at
zll, but seeas to be repetition of bellowirg.”

-

T~

Evaluation: T feel this report describ eal-igcident, The artions of the being are logical and his
gusical language is fairly common in turrent reporte, -

The Saginaw (Mi.) Courier-Herald of April |7, 1B97, printed the following dispatch from elle
Plaine, la., of Aprll 16 .

*The citizens of Linn Brove declare there ic no Jonger any doubt amsng thee of the exictance
&r airshin, Yesterdzy morning a large object was seen siowly moving in the heavens in & northerly
direction, and ceemed 5 be making preparations te alight. Jemes Evans, !iveryzan, F. B. Ellig,
harnese dealer, Ben Buiand, stock dealer, David Evans, anc Joe Croskey jusped into 2 rig and started

ot

52
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in pursuit., They found the air ship had alighted four =iles north of town, and when within 700 yards,
it spread its scnstrous wings and flew off toward the north., Its occupants_thgew out tws large

toulders of unknown compcsition, which were taken into the village, and are now on exhibition.
h S

l'"l

'Tﬁere uere‘iuc queer looking persons on board, who aade desperate etforts to conceal theaselves.
s and Croskey say they had thg Tongest whiskers they ever saw in their lives, Nearly every citizen

f iinn rove saw the air ship as it sailed over town, and the sxcitement is intense.”

—

Evaluzticn: | ¢ee! that this was a real incident.
\'—\u—

18,7

There has been considerable discussion of tate gver a strarge agrial traveler that has Zeen
7isible to residents of our ci ty far the past three evenings. The statement that this visitor is an
air ship and that it has ghgard living husan sight easily be disheliaved by cne not having see
H sed with thes. Last night about 10:30 as a R. E. Porter representstive was losgking round in
searth ¢ tre fleeting locat, an excesding bright light was seen in the directicn of Lleven's coal ~
shet 1 approaching, an air ship was seen 1r the acd cf caaling up *gE_;EQ!SS-BAX—E.LAEEAEE_EEsl;
The ; constructed out of soze kind of aaterial never befors ssen on this planet, and has several
ditterent colored lights which shine froa & Surt of deze rising froa nearly trne center of the aethine.
Tha people who own the sachine are strance appear;_g;crestnres with blue hair, rad eyes and szal
appetites. The captain of this strange craft can not speak English but could make motions, and fro
{hisl, we learned that he had signed a contract with Mr. Clevern ip use lignite [ ai forl th
] eat ir ships now {flying] over this try, and that a [ Tt the shins would aake
regular {irips] between her lanet Mar 1 {in order] to bring aver a large colony of
{that planet’s] inhabitants, find the air ship sailed lawayl { we see the lights yet Sonce
[ T

-Froa the ward Co. Reporter of Minot, 2D., April 16, 1897

;sluation: [ feel that this is a fake. I cannct accept the idea of a ccal powered airehig 4lying fron

he April 14, 1897, issue of the Minneapslis (Mn.) Svening Press grinted 2 special ¢roa

44 por*ed that Capt. Charles M. Deering had taken a p‘. ty ¢ asn fg the upper end af

sesiern are of Minnetonka., After he landed thea thers; he went off alonz to check out the ti

i '?ve aiies ints these woods, whers they are very dense, the capt whe WuS a-ane ;rd carry:

an ax, roticed @ very singul snell in the a‘zcspﬁere. comething 11 upee

or 3 discharge ot eisciricity. He alse heard a roar ng noise lika the a

with vigione of airships in his mind, in which he has Deen such interestsd,

#as llkrly to come upon an encaapaent. He proceeded raut.saslv and, gazing
{ de
¢

—
l‘lil

DBTBSE. a§

we

#2045, saw that he was coaing o an opering. Fassing arcund to another
discovered that he was coming to a cleared space of ground borderin
veices fistinctly, and coeld see the ¢lagping aciipn of ahat he took
tre airship.
“Underneath, lying near the ground, toc which it seemed to be anchored, was 2 long, ovlindrical
bedy, with a car on top. A huge, lighted headiight at sach of four corners, such as have been
gscrined in some of the newspaper reports of the ship., The captain crept carefullv forwaed, and was
zhie to see that the party consisted of a can scaewhat larger gst sized gen, & youth, a
5 SEVE jldren. The party was evigemthy—jwet—2T The paint of startiag. In fact, all but
te tws males were getting into the craft. The captain was undecided as to what he shouid do. It wa
-

plain to his that ;he crzatures were not of our planety They were of sallom complexion, with features
somenhat reseablin negro, the woaan rather caall, and the aan of dn.x, swarthy coaplexion, with
1y, stunted beard, y brow, dark hair, and the frase of a dpolls. It was plain that

ty had just been closing their night’s encampment, j ‘ treshasnts.

an

LT
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‘f fire was burring brightly in a pocl of water attached to the lake, but cut off érom the saze
gerth lightly heaped up., The flases burned all over the surfsce of the litile pool in 2 flickering
er, as if it was only burning fros the surface, or, ac if 1t was about burning itsels cut.

“The captain saw &t a glance that these terrible visitors possessed the 48! aler oo

fi;s, and that he had prepared the little tire for his cocking purposes hv danaxng up the little 2oc!

an considerately cutting the flames off from comeunicsticn with the lake. The captain wes sc
DEHE}DE“E” thut he did ncthing to disturt the party, but 1 he were ever so such isclined tc 8¢ s,
there was not opportunity for the stranger, et onze, foilcwed the rest of the per ty o the cer, and
almost instan 1y the lines which seesed to be partly rope and partly cables were drewn in, the
strencer still ta'dzng at the side of the car. The captain sas hia pause and cast & look tc LF
firg, ag it not catistied that it would espire quickly encugh, and in a moment stappsi guick!
the cer to the flre ang taking something that locked like a phiai froe his pocket, macde 2
i¢ pouring a fow ¢ 4 into the flases. Almost 1ns~an~. y they began fo =uts de. The
stepped into the car, which imdeciately began te rise, and floatsg amzy,
silent wender,
Way2

yzata o visit the spot, and it is thought that this eay be the regular
ers, and since they were not disturbed by Capt. Deering, that they will

‘A serty of volunteers has been mage up and the effort will be sade to tapture the strange craft
ang strange visiters in 1%, being Just*rxed in the interest of planetary science and qeogra;hx cel
knowledge,”

teel that thic described a real incident, in spite of the possible flapping wings.
N ——

BOLDEN HAIRED
GIRL 18 IN IT.
The Airship Discovered in
Southwest Missour:
: T HOFKINS SAYS HE SAW.

He s an Elderly Christian Eentleean

Hig Friends Say He lc

Perfecily Reliable,

In the mess of evidence which has reachsd the Post-Dispaich concerning tne existar
ipt i figating over the Lentral West, the gost astonishing is that
traveling agent for the Hartford Steas Eciler Imspeclion and

¥r. Hopiins writes the Post-Dispaich that on Friday (Agril {e) he saw the & 7
pringfield, ¥c.. Not only ¢id he see the craft, but he saw the zerial navicators, and

awzy froa Sp
CoOversed Wi

The letter ic not a hoax, it is in Mr. Hepkin's handwriting, so those empioved at the
heatiguarters of the Hartford cospany, S{7 Security Building, aver. It was alss identified by nis
wite, who lives at 5028 Minerve avenue. Mr. Hopkinc is 50 yearc of age, anf is well known in the West
End. He is a prosinent church mesber, and everybody spoken to vouches for his veracity. The letter

i

ic here given:
To the Editor of the Post-Dispatch:
Til}l yesterday I hac supposed the nuserous reports of the appearance of a lysterxnu= ax ship i

the different partc of the country {in many instances widely separated) at nearl:
tut the result of very vivid isaginations.

i thought the first report of an airship was started by some Munchausen of th. press to gratify
sone mischievous whim and to see how marny isaginative people would fall in line ard clale-honestiy o

RS
[
*

tourse- that they had seen it alsc, My ispression was strengthened by ay own p:r’qce a fen daye

age, when in Kansas City = friend and myself thought we szw @ Bright light in the hesvers, which

freguently dicappeared and then reappeared again, but which we afterwards found was the evening star,
Y p '
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shich was intensely bright, but which was occasionally cbscurad by light clouds of steam, which were
aot visible to us in the darkness.

But after my adventure of yesterday sy Zoubis of the reality of the airship have teen gizpelled.
! was wandering through hills east of 3pringfield, Mc., and coaing to the brow of a hill overisaklng &
small clearing in the valley a short dictance below 2e I caw a sight that rooted as to the zpot with
amazesent for socee time. [ could not believe ay eves at first, and shook ayself to ses if I was nat
¢reaning. There in the clearing rested a vescel sisilar in outline to the airship shown in the
Post-Dispatch of a few days zge, and said to have been taken in [ilinois,

fs the sun shone upon it the rays were reflected as from burnished alusinua, It rested ugon four
supperts, which raised it ¢rom the ground sufficienily ta gQive roca YOr whgels k the
r of ship lying horizontally; one at the bow and cne near the stern. Ancther ut the stern

iying perpendicularly was evidently for the purpase of propelling the vessel ahead, while the cther
the raissé the vesse!. The vesse‘ itself was abcut twenty feet long and =ight feet ia dxaae*er and
: I

a the vessel Has ;Qg_jngg_beautxfux being ! ever beheld., She was rather under sedium si: e,
the sost esquisite fora and features such as would SUr"%b shaze the foras as sculptured oy the
it Sreeks. She was dresced in nature’s garb and her golden hair, wavy and gloscy, hung to her
unconfined excepting by & band of glistening jewels that bound it back frea her torehead, The
hrew out rays of light as she aoved her head. She was p‘ucking the litile ficwers that were
ssnlan from the scd, with exclaeaticns of delight and in 3 language I could not understand,
e was like low, silvery bells and her laughter rang cut like their chises. In cne hand she
carried a fan of curicus design that she fanned hersel¢ vigorously with, though to 2e the 2ir was not

f? (=] o

ware and I wore an averroat,

In the shade of ths vesse! lay‘s‘ggn of noble propertions and smajestic countenance. His hair of
Zark auburn fell to his choulders in wavy masses and his full beard of the same color, but lighter in
shade, reached to his breast. He alsc was fanning hisself with a curizus fan as if the heat cppresced

ure, I wondered if Adam and Eve had come to earth z
i cved forward, znd the woman, hearing the rustle
teod 3t me with wender and aztenishsent in her beauiisel
y 3he r“sh d tg the zan, whe sprang tc his reet, threw his zre

ked with astonishaent on the o
ing? After gazing for a wh
=4 arcund, & sosent ch
|3 {

a shriek cf ¢

— >

!

!’

5
) ) ar
glared at se in 3 threatening sanner,

and, tazing zy handkerchief from ay pocket, waved it in the air. & few ainutes xe
spoke some words of apology for intruding, but he ceeaed not to understang, and replizd
g tone and wn'ds ahich I ccuid ﬁDt mak= out I iried by signs to make iz undersiand,
! owarg se, | extended my

g soked at it a mﬂnent, as*un1=hz=n‘ depxc*ei in his durk brown eyes, and finally he axtended
15 oan and touch jne. I took his and carried it to ey lips. ! i
ancerstang ant no hars. Finally his face lighted up with plessure, and e
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wcean, She came hesitatingly forward, her fora undulating with sxquisite grace. 4 :
1153284t fervaptly. The color rose to her cheeks and she drew it hastily away,
| asked thea by signs where thzy cane ¢roa, but it was difficuit to sake thes understand.

Finally th ey seeaed to do so and sailing they gazed upwards for a mcament, as if looking for soze
;art::ula oint, and then pointed upwards, proncuncing a werd which, to ay imagination, sounded like
Mors
"-‘~'I gointed to he chip and expressed my wonder in my countenance, He took se by the hand and led
me towards it, In the side was a small door. [ locked in. There was a lururicus couch covered with
rehes of aost beautiful stuff and texture, such as I had never seen before. Fros the ceiling was
suzpended a curious ball, from which extended 3 strip of metal, which he struck to sake it vibrate,
instantly the ball was illuminated with a soft, white light, which lit up the whole interior, It LEY]
zcst beautifully decorated with scenes such as I had never seen before.

HG

&t the stern was another large ball of asetal, supported in a strong frase-work and connecied t
the shatt of the propellier at the ctera was similar sechaniss attached o each propeller and saalls
balis attached ta a point of metal that extended froe each side of the vesse! and from the ;rom, A
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itz each ball was a thin strip of metal similar to the one atiached to the lamp. H
Pl 1

&
14 when they vibrated the balis cossented to revolve with intense rapiditv, and did not
he stopped them with a kind of brake. As they rev”ive. intense lights, stronger t

a

I zver saw shone 0!* ‘rom the pointz at the sides and at the prowy=wht they were of ditéerent
oW w25 an intense white ii kt. On one szds was green end the other red.
ning me with the greatest curiosity in the meantise. They felt of ey

r
y heir with surprise and exazined &y wahcn with the grestest wonder. Signs
@ ideas and therefore we tould express bet little,
nte iz attached tc the propeliers, He gave each of the =tr1c= a‘ ‘et
ache grogellers under the vessel first
i I it
&
2E, & visi ioy ng h
ask a3 they dic of the fareer :n lowar “Bhere oic you get your whish But
Pigucr I would go 1esecdiately and get sosze aore of the shisky.
anything sore particularly regarding sy experiente py afdress :c &7
H-1
¥. H. Hopkins,
il 17, 1897

en to 517 Security Building, which proved to be the St. Louls offize of

44 Steam “s.le' Inspeation and Insurance Co., and was shown <o C. C, Gardrer, the sanager.
through cerefully.
'%s iz wonderful,” he said. *That ic Mr, Hopkin's handwriting and he is now in that territory,
gt Springfield on the da/ named. He is traveling agent for the coggany.®
el.eve what he cays?’
do. Strange as i apelisd to beliesve it, Mr, Hopkins is not e roman
i 1 ves in his duty to sake the

company for a long time and is

i ned the letter. Thev o
it was conclusively prove

iith tha aiven by ¥r, Gardner.
ng’ .E,ZSELCE! G0ZE Minerva avenue, His
ad bee sceived.

* contirued the wife,

3
zw th2 zirship, [ owill pro

tor pergetrating a hoax? Iz he given to jesting?” was asked.
serinus. Whet, 3 pan 30 years ot age writing such & 1ett r
l
fri

t ic true, Mr, Hopkine ic & aesber of the Nap

End, He undoubtetly wiches to acgquaint &is

ost-Dispetch as t:e eediva of compunication.

re he left he ridiceled the idea of an airship having
i

E
it is net 2 vth. Y'tiy t ig wonderful.”

[y ._.

4l
zoet appears % oﬁ ot rua. 1t is well

6/
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The Daily News of Balveston, Texas, of April 17, 1897, printed a dispatch frca Dallas dated fpril
{&, which indicated that a conductor nased °Truthful Seully® had_sesn theoccupant of the airship that

siterngon. At about 3 S p.w. he was on 3 trgig near Hawkins, He saw the airship on the oround with it's
bow toward the train. It had wings—and the gilet was using 3 hagmer and chisel to make repairs, ihe
pilet "was tall and spare and Icoked like a scientist or an inventor. He hag that tired, far-away
s ——

exprassicn, as n2ar as | could ascertain, and he was plu¥ITMy~—dway for dear life on necesgary

resairs,®

(

valuation: In spite of the fact that the airchip was not seen in flight, I fsel the story, as
t

ated, is true,
S ————

The April 22, 1897, issue of the Bellview (la.) Leader printed a "Special" froa &ndrew, la.,
dated Ap'11 20, It was as follows: !

"The airship, of which sc such has been said and written of late, appeared in the heavens in the
vicinity of Andrew last Saturday night (April {7) and finally landed on the earth at Siz’s #ollow.
The disensions ﬁé the asrial travellsr were (00 by 600 feet, drd it 73s constructed of 2 peculiar
aetal. [ts motive power was in the chape of gings, WATTwere sat in otion gi_gggﬁs 5?‘"‘3?:?339
Taffery. Only one san nas fortunate enough in seeing the thing. Ihg man at

the neim and the
cpuwesman for the aczupants, said the ship h Eygry century for the I!st 7,8

Fe also said he had lived her2 7,060 years ago, aoug in th 3t { )
visited aany d'TT3?EEf'ﬁ??T?E"ETﬂt!‘T‘?ﬁ"" g had a man from sach world on beard, and proudly

EEHTBTT!E'{E? ThE 1roa Aarg to the dusbfoundad Andremite. _[Dg 3an from Mars wu% saluting nis wife
whn; he could see as she cage to the door at her home up in Mars, TWe stated further that the

nhabitants of Mars could see all that was gcing on down here, and then woncered why the psople were
never respﬂnd=d when szluted froa above. The san froa Mars was 18 feet in height 3nd was gt 2 solider
sudstance than flesh. They never get sick or rers, They are without nostrils and evidentl y nave
no use tor thed. —inere were about 100 people on uoard the ship ranging in haight frea fgur in
g fept, 2 gerson who relates the SUOVE STory as a f3CT 1S an e‘der‘y gentieman shose resutati
‘?br—ff ith and veracity has never been questioned. For further particulars write to Dire Dayv, Box 30?,
I

< |
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Evaluation: This story is obviously a fake. ! feel I can believe about <our sords cf it.

The ceople of Bedford were treated to a genuine vision of the a:rsh ? Saturday nigh

The ship was in sight at 9:15, coaing frog the southeast. John Jeri n, sho n
ing mink traps along the 102 near the fairgrounds. was the first ic di
. He happened to have his hunting horn with him, as the ship ‘ax.ed e
is thus atle to give a very minut zescription of the monster of the a

Mr. Derickson describes the ship zs being gigar shaped, »ith a revalvig; 'cder. chaped after the
fashion of an ancient Dutch windaill. The ship is prcce.!.a‘thrﬂug the air by a pait of wings shaped
cuan

like the wings of a bat; the pilot house is placed amidship and is just targe =n' % tor one person,

The active power is furnished by a gas engine located in the hold of the ship.
Several casualities came near mappening 1n consequence of an attsapt by the crew to land at sose

point in or near the city.

While passing over the lower part of the city the sate of the ship threw a hot bill znchor
averboard. The anchor caught the gable of a third ward residence and tof;'fz—?FEE'TTE—EﬁﬁFTEBS. The
next casuality occurred about two miles north of the city, shere the anchor caught a cow and carried
it over haif a sile, dropping t53—hﬂi5‘-£ﬁ.i;iiﬁgsﬁ.ﬂélﬁh* Reports of cther mishaps Céntinue to cose
ThBUT <0 far 35 We fave learned no lives ere tost., Khile the chip was passing cver the fairgrounds
John Dericksen had a good view of the personal make up of the crew. Thenilot wore s full set of
jﬁLLikﬂlsf and was a large portly g;;?TifgiT-TEE'E33?ET5';;;-;;-;Z 1us heizht and wore a jaunty little

———

mooa
L

e e
pe

"
IR

[ S S

etti
hip
nd

u v




r
-Froe the Free Press of Bed‘ord Ia., April 22, ‘897
report is a fake. The ige

gez of an axrshxp ugi
hard to beiieve. An it &

14 the idea of

5
rotary Jdder reee’ng an a.chur is t being iles withcut
cetching 2 tree or something solid ensugh to stocp it, is aleo har? fo belisve.
240
The Last of the firship,

iThe <cllowing communication was recelved at this effice.scme gaye priopr to the hoay published on
the same these in the 5%, Louis Pest Dispatch, and is from e reliable scerce,)

#ild Rorse, Colorado, 4pril 18, 1397,

téiter Tribune, Union, Mo.-d very resarkable discovery was aade near thic place vestergay,

& McClanathan has beer a aighty nunter in these parts ever cince the sester out of his
egiment, ths 1285 Illingis Calvary, at the close of the War of the Rebellion. If there 1z anoth
ingl t ¢ for which old Sam has a reputation equal to the prowess for big gaee, 1% is that os

Jfugrybody here give rredence to the following story. In cite of his reputation for

a4
deali ng in fatts, no ORe wheo knows Mac will charge hiz with the ingeniousness to fabricate
out of, we say cay, no clcth at all.

Yesterday mcrning Mac started cut for bear. He went into remoie eountains, uhe'e he sai
are apt to be found, on the sunny slopes, at this tiee of the year, “digging sang and sasafra
purify their blocd.”

He vzrgered into a little wild valley, opening to the southwest, where he had sany tises resorted
ang on an eainence in iis sidst he had loitered many an afternoon while watching for

suntainsides that nearly enclcsed him in an asphitheater like curve,
DathEu 1is favorite kncll, socee strange object caught his eye-"Injens'® thought Mac.
stisfied that it kas nct 2 wigwasm nor 2 teepee that he saw, bui the cbject upon
red & 4 lrv tike :HIP, resL‘ng iightly on the ground.
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‘71 Tig
o and ¢ !

- oT tnxn b.. to-ah appearing éi!a&snz stratched over & lighi, wicker frame, and
“skeeter barbs,” For its main running gears Mar thought to consist of 5 ot of flutter
cropelled, ke had no doubt, by a perpetual solfion engine in & little box inside,
-;t on either side, extended & sort of ig, which as Mac said, xind of
oae like 2 caterpiller walking, Anc under The To5e o7 The & thing were zhat Nac ralled 3

R
s, which he interred was sade to revoive in such & way as to give of4, b
light, He said they "ceelled of briscon arﬁ rosus,”

a o
the actucants of the curious craft he declared to be “ADp gueerest ihinos ofa I He says
iy

they ° ualned up, like felks, and had heaps of kncwing in their l:ttle round heads.® They were
nusher, four of whoa he took te be iwo newly aarried gggg‘e fnd they were nggﬂ£z~égéi§:j

The cther was an old mar evidentiy the “zncient sariner® of the craft. They werf Seeller than
the average folk; were covered with a coat of soft down, which with the wales wes of fawn coior, but
th ot the cocaparion a light rose tint. The aales had light beards and the females wore long blond
geses, Their little round puckered mouthe eaitted no sounds but whistles, and they seeeed to we
schocled by a code by which they rarried on considerable conversatien. Their little round sharp eyes
were grotected by large goggle like glasses which were held to place by spring bows that hookec back
over the iawbones, and thus do not interfer with the * weer arran esentg that ever

i

r

gortal seec!® Mar declares that “talking boxes” consisted of lit ;
that resinde¢ hin of the arrangeaent of the Toust for saking a noise. Their pars extendes in }ITW
sincus rays the plate on the keys to talk, and Mac, thought sade good encugh music to dance to. He
cays "if there be any cusswords in them fellows talk its no joke to say they swear by note.” He

thi u

e

inks “a woeen sufirapge corvention by thes would beat that big Gilmore band all te pieces.” But the



funniest thing ahcut their anatosy, at least that Mac could discoversd, uasii‘EiEggi_gxigg!l%y that
patended halfway to the knees, and which were carrxed very gracefully.

Their clothing consisted of saall stutf and warm, as Mac expressed it. “In a squab like
fashicn,*

They czuld not be induced to step upon nor touch the ground, but welcozed their terrestrial
visiter to the gumeell of their craft, and the "ancient meriner® let hia put on his glasses. Mac
avers that they were the "beatness glasses” ever an his nose. Says he “seed a grizzly sailz and eniéé
the air ten ailes away," He is of the opinion that they tried to make nhim understand that while [

I the air, with headiight 2glow and they nestled in their warm wraps “"come by coget” waith downy chin —
rested on the edge of the bsat, and goggles adjusted they could clesely scan the earth and plainly see
"what fcols we mortals

They had a ctock of fﬂad in s+ore, in highly, condensed state, and showed their hospit ality &y
giving (heir guest twd pallsts the size of beans, while the TantTent sariner® had ohe for his share,
and the prides, as hes supposed thes, Zdivided one each with their lerd.

fs they were .1n*sﬁ*nq this sumptous repast the sun went ocut of sight behind Ht. Pluckett, The
shadas soop gathered thick in the sountain walled valley, and a large brilliant sta
degress north of where the sun went down.

it the sight of the star all of the “little critters went wild® with, as w#e interpret Mac's
accounts, exhaultation, worship and invocaticn. At the conclusion of their ceresany, whistied, key
notes anc shakes of their tails, they gave Mac a water, as he zupposed for a “sort af cap sheet” for
the zeal, and as [ Jo As the scon sailed cver the top of Nt. Pluckett shone clsar down

through the big pines into old Mac's face, it wocke hiam and he coamenced to “zull hiaselt togethsr, and
caiculate where he was at." By degrees the events of the evering previously recurred to his. His
aerial visitors, or hosts, had gone, leaving no trace behind, Picking up his ares, he aade haste down
to the settlement where he arrived soon after daybreak. Without waiting for breakfast at his cabin,
he hactened on down to our ranch to relate his adventure. —

Mar 15 “"certain sure he has seen what nc amortal human ever laid ayes on before.”
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&xd why not accept his story as a cclution to the airship aystery-a bridal party #r e

their honevacen. [ ogive to you, my bold friend, for what it is worth, YoUrs fratermzly, _
Thos, Tucker.

-Fros the Franklin Co. Tribune of Uniom, M., fpril 23, 1397
Zvaiuatign: This is weil written and actually interesting reading. However, there is viriuallv ng
usabie data, and it is all the impression of the zlleged aitness, [ feel that it is &z hoax.

T
5,

*r. L. 5, Samith, steward at the Heraitage hospital, at 3 o'clock Sunaay {8gri! 18} sorping saw _ :
the mystericus airship. He said he was on the uppar veranda 1*sk:ﬁg soeth when he discovered an i
inmense shadow faliing across the town, Thic was fallowed by brilliant streass of light, which case
iroa s rep:a‘y approaching cbject of oblong shzpe, coursing also downward and froa the sast. The
velg Was 1essen d and suddenly the vessel res*g__;gon ths spire ot the tederal puildi From his —
nosit a 8

[}

pe=]

&

y aroused his wite, but betore she co ayster
way, going toward the sauth, leaving in its journey Qak Cliff, iseediztely to the left.

r, Saith states that he hastily
the Morning News of Dallas, Tx., #pril 19, {897

Evaluztion: [ just cannot cwaliow the airship landing on a steeple. [ fsel this iz & noax. —
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The aystericus air ship case to earth lact Sunday f(April 18) aéternocn shortly before & o'clcck
and struck the shore of Lake Osakis near Buck peint, The saloons here were of course closed all day
snd & TaTge RURDETTYTober “citizens witnessed the landing an¢ through their field glasses plainly
giscerned the mammoth air-boat which sppeared to be shaped like 2 sugar beet or a Nonparisl cigar.

ifie decks were alive with peopie who were busying thesselves tgking on tons of ice that had faifbxu.n
up on the shore. [T is conjectured that the jceewas sither for baliast or Ite creas. The eir ship
wag ¢ioating a peculiarly des:gned tlag frow the mast head, thought to be the national encign of the
_gruet Mars, The men were of imepnse stature, prohably 20 fest in height and wore ul £ WO&EN
were extresely handsoke ant were attired in red blcomers, they appeared anzicus to stop here. Mo

!

i:;ht= were gisplayed, The air ship reezined or earth lese than 20 minutes when it started in 3
rorthessterly direction traveling very rapidly and at least = quarter of a sile high.

-Froa the Lake Review of Oszkia, Wn., April 22, 1897
C

Evaluation: I have some difficulty accepting tne loading of tors of ice by the 20 feet tall beings.
hic ic probably 2 hoax,

arry Hutchison, a traveling salesaan for & large hardware house at Cleveland, 0., 1s & guest :
the St. Jemes hotel, Mr. Hutchison h the distinction of being the ¢irst person in thie couniry who
claigs to have succeeded in getting a clese view of the alleged aystericus airsnip, which for some
weexs past has been causing excitesent all over the country. At different tises tne airship has been
reported in Iilincis, Ohic, and cther western states, but it never has come near enough to earth te
enable any one to get a clear view of it, or its occupants.
¥r. Hutchison, in describing the adventure to-day, said, "On last Tuestay {April 20} night I was
in the town of Llarkshurg, ¥. Va., and after supper I started out to teke a walk., #s I neared the
gutekirts of the town I gistinctlv saw what I tcok to be a large btalloon hovering in the air only e
‘ew hundred fset froe the oround 2t the end of the strest. The residents of that particular street
gre at *hgt tins engaged in eating their cupperc and no one was about. A Bright light, which ! ook
khlzgh*, was shinming fros the balloon, and I at once thought of the lyst ricus airshiy
] started on 2 run to get as near as possibie and wher withi g
came within the rays cf the light, whereupon the airship at once rose sn.f r
like uzwd among the trees, until it reaches an sltitude at which tne light looked
arge star, Then it moved away going in an easterly direction until 1t passed out of
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. Hutrhison said that several citizens of Clarksburg hac seen the licht soving atross tne sky

’fa‘ eve,AAQ, but had thought it was & comet or & shocting star.
"I haed a pretty clea' view of the airehip,” said Mr. Hutchison. "It seesed to be cigar shaged,

ather of smal {ings, *r=* seenad to be mede of steel, as they glistenes in the
Vight, ang worked With great rapigity. There were three people in the snip, bt as their races we
in shadow ! could not aake out their features. What struck me as curious was the fact thet they sl
wore long ating over their shoulders. In fact their §1Ljngg_gngﬁa%iacg ang
their peculiar actions in never allowing the airship to cose very near the ground when pecple are
atout leads ae to helleve that the occupants of the chig cose from sose cther world, and are afraid to
alight upon the earth, but are cruising about reconnoitering, as it were.®

-Fros the [ 1ly -saﬁer cf Pittsburg, Fa., April 24, 1897 -
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Eveluations [ feel this is a real event, in spite of the sention of flapping wings.
et

The airship uxth a party of three on baard dropped down on pur campuc here last Friday (An[LlAQB)
2 rees The raaes cf the partiec were Mr. and Mrs.
receas and fr, Saturnirushalsan. Wr. and Mre. N. lives on Neptune whiie ¥r. 5. lives in

%
being interviewed Yy-¥arks, Wood, Acford, and cthers they 1eft for Cuba intending to

d
sandusti

65



reach Havana in tise to give a reception ir the evening, but soon discovered that their lunch had
either been lost or forgotien consequently fhey sailed up here for supplies. They speak in the
Sagiish language flusntly, in fact Mrs. N. can converce in every known 1a ﬂuagn in the world and talks
?ﬁ:‘T?Er;ﬁTTB%EEE‘Tusz as well as we do. She said_that in the Sun, Moon, N Mars, and Urarus,
the airships had been in use since the year foley Langland of the } She spoke
especially of the.pecpie of the acon, saying that spgiety there was siailar to that ot duxley, divided

into cliques. A dwar? raé}:Thﬁaﬁlfs the highlands, and lives, in the crater and old seserted
volcances. All the Targer planets she says are connected by railways and the speed o4 the train is

30,000 ailes an hour. Rebellions are. unknown and the pegpl2 are nonest and upright and just like

t.b g of Finland, All the stars ar jted each h_37;§‘;~:333;33331 af its cwn, She thinks the
election of NcKinley Was the proper thing and that Harden wili be appeointed postaaster at fges, and
that he shell be elected representative. She subscrizes for the Rolland Fackets and ordered 500
copies for ralatives. They intend to establish reqular staticns in the U. 5. with headguarters at
Rollard ang on the Fourth of July will run excursicns to all of the planets. e observed that these
people ware fine specimens of suscular and intellectual developaent, the young aan reseabling John
RcAtchen of Nevada., They left early Saturday sorning and after obtaining a height of 2 ailes, saiied
5¢f in a socutherly direction, :

-From the Representative of Nevada, la., April 28, 13%7

T
i
i

Evaluation: This is obviously a fake and needs no evaluatien,

festerday as the reporter was passing the Ragland corner he was halted by Judge Lawrence A,
Byrne, who is known here for Q_g_;;n;ﬁiy;nggg_py his feilowsen. The reporter stonped to listen to
#hat the Judge had to say, and here is what he told us in the presence of £, A. Frost and N. B.
hasilton:

“I mas down on McKinney bayou Friday (April 23) looking after the surveying of a tract o
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and in passing through a thicket to an open space, saw a strange looking object anchered ta the
ground, On a"uruarh*ng i found it to ke the "airship’ 1 have read zo much about of late, It was
zanned by men who sggi foreign language, but judoing from their lcoks, would take thes tc be
2425 They saw sy astonishment and heckened Re to foliow them, and on cosp iying, was shosn through
tha ship.®
dzre the Judge euplained to the reporter abngt the sachinery being szde of aluminua and the gas
to raice and lower the sonster was pumped into a aluainua tank wnen the ship was to be raised and Iet
Cut when to be lowered. The Judge's descriptica of the ship is a weli studied one, and his story is
;2N at we are alaost teapted to beliave what he toid us, Sut just at this ti

3 niously wrought th ti
and #e aust say it is the first time we ever caught the Judge rosancing, we can't swailow his airship

-From the Texarkarian of Texarkana, k., fpril 23, 1897

Evaluation: This is probably g real i

ncident. I am somewhat concerred about the data ne gave
concerning the cratt, but this say have be

gen conjecturs,

30.)

The Housten (Tx.} Post of April 28, 1897, crinted the following dispatch from Merkel, Texas, of
roril 26:

*Soae parties returning froa church last night (fpril 25) ncticed a heavy object dragging along
with & large rope attached. They followed it until in Zoscime—therailrgad it caugnb an.a.zail. On
looking up they saw what they supposed was the airship, It was not rear enough to get an idea of the
dimensions. A light could be seen pratruging from several windows: cne bricht light in front Like the
headlight of a locoactive. After scme ten minutec a man was seen gescending the rope; he came near
enough to be plainly seen; he wore a blue sailer suit, was saail in size. He stopped when he
discovered parties at the anchor and cut the rope below him and sailed off in a northeast direction.



The ancher is now on exhibition at the blacksaith shep of Eliiott & Miller and is attracting the
attention of hundreds of people.*

Evaluation: [ feel that this ic a fake. It appears to be a variation of the story related in an
article titled A Ses Above the Clouds” which wes widely circulated and appeared ir the Texas papers
cn April 3. The pertinent pertion of this article was as follows: *The curious superstition that there
is an ocesn above the clouds is illustrated oy the following strange story, by an cid English writer:
‘One Sunday the pecple of a certain village were coming put of church on a thick, clougy day, when
they saw the anchor of 2 ship hooked to cne of the toststones-the cable, which was tightly stretched,
hanGing Scwn from the air. The people were astoniched; and while they were coasulting about it
cuddenly they saw the rope move as thouch come cne lzbored to pul! up the ancher, The znchor, however,
still held fzst by the stone, and a great noice was heard in the air, like the shouting of cailors.
Presentiy a sai1lor waes seen sliding down the ceble for the purpose of unfixing the anc .or. khen he had
just .on=enec it the villigers seizeg hold of his, and while in their hands he quickl
thQUgF e had been Crowned. About an hour after, the ssilors zbove, hearing ro eor
cut the cable and sailed away, In mesory of this extraordinary evert, the pesple o
of the church doore out of the iron of the anchor,” It is further stated
tc be seen there,’ a bit of evidence such like Munchausen's 'ope whareniin
he wocn. 14 you doubted the story, you were confronted with the rope.”
There is no doukt that the Nerkel story was based on thic stery, The article "4 Ses &bove the Clouds®
appears in full in Appendix A.

Nct to be behind the times, the air ship, so such talked of, came this way Tuesoay (fpril 27)
night, and was seen by several persons. Our inforaant, an operator at the Erie depst, says he and
several of hic fellow workers saw the air ship about 9:50, fast time, It seesed o be directly over
verncn hill, and mas probably about 1,000 fest abopve the earth, The sbject was moving guite swiftly,
and mas Briiliantly illu wxrat=i throwing out the trightest of rays. unfortunately, the western sky
wzs overcast by clouds, at the hour above indizated, and no stars were visibie. The air shig is

1
b izated,
des as being about ;nxrty teet long, and 3boat the chape of an ordinery cange. Gre voung san
lils d § ated in the conveyance, They wers esn of oréiadry siig,
3 thes 3 patriarchial appearance, Ine of the szen

joe ]
w m

toved through space. 1D Soec i

o ke
sputhwesterly cirection, and was soon
the Gazstte of Meadville, Fa.
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Evaluation: 1 4eel that this is 2z heax. The witness describec the beings toos well for the ¢
swittly goving, at night with an cvercest, and 1300 feet up.
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tfut half-past 8 or
/ the aid of &
a tlag, evicently

ogrizing her. Two smell boys were able to see Lxa_;u;lnzan.aax.sha-ihap nd th ge"era! gpinion 1is
t the occcupants are a man and hic wife and three children, two girls and a bay. Thergirls are said
have blue hair and white eyes, the boy has red hair and tlue eyes. So such was made cut yesterday.
nen wears &igg Mbiskers, parte hic hair in the eiddie and wears it flcwing down his back in long
s. He evidently likes curis and therein hg is not a amcrtal.

o near as could be ascertained, and some of the lettering on the side of the ship could b made’
out, jtsgs built on the planet Mars, covered with asbestos or scae indestructable substance, and has
twc sests which are reversible, There could be seen in the center of it a round table on 2 pivet and
there were dishes on it, indicating that the faeily had just get through their breakfast. Froe Groton
comes the story thet about half past 7, about the time the pecole in the chip must have been takin

The airship was discovered yesterday scraing (May 1%} right over Sandusk
9 it first appeared in the heavens, slowly circulating zhout the c*ty fre 1
werful opera glass, not a telescope, made it out clearly. She saw pns ;ersen nave
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their breakfast, portions of food, evidently the remains cf their repact, were flung overteard and
landed in the faraer's barnyard., Bits of cakes and pieces cf seat an¢ some portions of fruit were
found, fruits unknown te this earth.

One farmer, Mr. Eichenlaub of broton, has greserved the seeds he found in the fruit. He savs he
should judge that the fruit was about the size of a large apple, evidently vellow in color, and the
seeds are about the size of beads. He will preserve these seeds and plant thes in a secure place in
his garden. #e have sent hia notice that this aay be the forbidden fruit, and advised him not to eat
any of it should the seeds sprout, a tree sgring forth and dring forth fruit. #hen last ceen the
2irship was sailing rapidly tcwards Berlin Heights, where it is esxpectad tc remain over Surday, and we
ai vise cut correspondent, 0.C.7. of Berlin Heights, to ksep an eye on it and let us know what he

-Fros the Register of Sandusky, 0., May 12, 1897

Evaluatiun‘ I teel that this is also a hoax. It was said to have cose frem Mers, which i

s absurb. Even
it this was pureiy conjecture by the writer, the story is still very difficult to believe,

The resainder of the reports are undated,
33.)

The Louisville (Ky} Tises of April 19, 1897, printed the follcwing dizpatch froam Harrodsburg,
Ky., dated fpril 13:

There are geople in this town and county who claim to have seen the aerial traveiers in their
craft sailing southward. One 2an who lives in the county, ¥, Saiuel B"nnel thxnks ‘t was 3

celestrial craft, with angels for pascepcers, who are reggenncit 2 iErE ssae
unxncwn purpose, perhaps with a view of locating 2 colany. He says nhen ke drew his telescope on thea
he could see That occugants of the contrivance had wings and were gorgecusly dressed, and ceemed

te be playing on some kind of instrusents., He th nu; ht he hedrd scunds like cymbols produce. A&ncther

an who peeped *S'Eugh the came glass says it was Elijah’'s charict,
"Miss. P. Dumn, Parks and L. Riker claia to have seen the air chip, but could not distinguish

E.I

!

any geople pesitivaly,

Evaluation: This i probably a fake. Wny would “angels” need an airship?

-
34

Jezes Rogers says he sam the great air ship, on the cow-catcher of which sat & iong wnite-Zearded
pcpulist reading the Referendus.

-Froa the Referendua of Shoals, In., 4pril 22, (897
Evaluation: This was probably intended zs a pelitical cesment and therafore a hoat.

sy
wwe

sheffield (Ii.) Times:
The airship was seen tg aligh; in Jasper Nood's pasture last night. It rezained thers 10

inutes. 3Jeveral people landed and ccemed tp be ciling the zachinery, After they left, the ground was
azined. -E-E:ETT'TTT!'VTifE'ﬁad been made ;;E-E;T33;§?§'TEE§'FEE'SEen saking gas. They left a pair
tongs behind, that were so heavy that it took four men to load thes 55-3'33535 and bring thea to
toan where they are now on exhibition, The whole affair covered an area of 20 acres, They were
ying the United States Stars and Stripes when here. Scae estiaate the people to ne 20 feet high and
4 5

heir weight to be 1,000 pounds. When the ship left the ground it went with such raaxdlz 3
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au urrent uf air to follow which completely upset the onlockers 40 rods away, and they,
grazted cnto the fence tc keep froa going up. A terridle rainstorm follgged, thought to be water ‘roa
the exhaust of the engines in going over it. Nearly J inches of water fell. The women on board wore
L4

z@ the Sun of 5T, Edward, Nb., April 23, 1397
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Evaluztion: This is probably a fake. The whoie stery is very hard to believe, Howaver, I take interest
i the comment made about the effects shen it tocok off,
T4
" 0f all Misscuri, it resained for cre of Fresstate's repufatle citizens, Uncle Tiléord Pesberton,

to be the first to discover that eystericus sceething that is cupposed to be an air ship, He wes oot
in hic verd about 9 p.a., whern an chject in the sky attracted hzs ctten*xnn. It was, sc ke said,
about halt & mile high and was traveling in @ southeastern direction. It passed directly over Uncle

.

1

i
s, and had, he think
he uereww incluging the new sgring
ip was co charsed he rur the thing over @ mil
ehind, such tc his regret. The citizens of

2

ile g
: ke had a go od view of it, and saye it was carrying red and green lights
go2
3

y 1% such it could be called. Scze thougnt t #
inly seen, bet thgx_xa;g_!gz__uhen directly ove

was thrown overboard, and when pickec up it p'UVeJ te bs

W

‘The people of the planet Mars send greeting to the pecple of

the air ship business, and also that the planst fars is

o

' Rambler,
~From the Herald of Arestrong, 2., April 22, 18397
Evaluation: This story has

¥ ) teristics of & pecriv onceived hoaxs he could describe the
beings even though sesn at npigh 1

Y
ile away, ros Mars, and the sosewhat egocentic note,
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“I BUILT THE AIRSHIP AND IT WORKS BY.....®

The acst popular theory as to the origin of the airship was that it was the inventicn of ¢
Earthly geniug, This inventor mas said to be making tests flights at nTEET'TE‘EFZE;-?;.E;??;EZ‘g?S
zachine. In a large portion of the CE 3 reports, the being give dizsstigfzrgatign which indicates
this to be factual. In all but a few of the reports, this alle ed il rogave his nagg and puen ihe
place where the airship had besn built. These are what [ call CE 3 INVENTOR CLAIMS.

#s with the preceeding chapter, these reports will be presented as 01 Juotes froa the source
cated. Since these reports have a definite bearing on the inventar theory, which will be exaained
reat detail in another chapter, no evaluation will be atteeptad. It ic important that thece

ts be read with an open mind, paying clecse attention to what the teings relate and the

iption of the craft. The guestion, "Would this craft be casahle of £1ight?® should be fest i-

l tises,

-~
o 0¢
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The San Francisco (CA) Call of Noveaber 23, 5%, printed the following letter from San %afa:l
dated Noveaber 223

‘In the latter part of August, I was hunting in the Tamalpais range of mountaing, between the
high peak and Bolinas Bay. [ woundeq g deer, and in chasing it I ran onto a circuler brushpils about
ten feet in height in a part of the ecuntain seldoa visited even by hunters,

*I was scaewhat astonished, and ay curiosity proapted se to approach it, when [ encountered z man
aho sang cut: ‘What are you doing here and what do you wart?’ I repiied that 'l had wounded a deer an
uas chasing it.’ He said "that they had been camping here for a aonth or so and had not seen a deer,

t it you think vour deer is in the neignborhood I will assist you in finding it as we neeg 2 little
ag;; in casp.’ This man went with ae and in less than 500 yards found ay deer. We carried it intc the
trush corral. And what a sight-a cerfect machine shap and an almost completed ship. 1 was sworn to

secrecy and have kept it till this acment. 3ig ; 2. at work on the ‘asrial ship.’ It is this snip
that a few people have seer at nignt on its {rial trig. 1% returns to its hoze before daylignt and

perfected.
Yours,
Wiitlias Jordon.”®

wiil cortinue to co sz ygdis

2.1
The San»Francisco (C#) Call of Decesber S, 1893, priated a dispatch froa Fresno, Ce., dated
Jecesber 4. It presentzd an interview cf one Seorge Jennings, Grand eatrai Hotel progrieter, v a
fail ¢z rosrondent He stated,: *Yesterday shortly before noon a man agpeared at mv place of husiness
and inguired for me, The stranger was covered with Cust and travel-stained. [ recognized hism as an oid
friard whose name I cannot possidly give at present. It ic true the airshis is in freenc County, just
where T do not myseif know. This aan anc wes in here is {oe ifyapiors, He told me that the trip
to this county was involuntary upon the sart of the 2en in the airship. In other words, the machine
came itself and they couldn’t stop it.
“His statement was that they were flying, ac usual, around Contra Costa County hills and rose to
eight of about 1000 feet. Suddenly, the airship struck a current of sir and refused to answer its
urse unt x suddenty

i@ current of air seesed to lessen and the machine once acre bacame manageable. The men abcard at
rce descended and flew about looking for a hiding place, where they at length found.

"My friend told ae that the airchip was made principally of aluaipuy, and that the rising and
falling was accomplished by improved aeroplanes, while ;hﬁ.aQLLxﬂ.paae:_!52_5155=1151£:. He says the
aachine is perfect, except for the fact that at tises it refuses to te steered in a given directien,

and that it will not stand still in the air. He has gone to San Francico and will return with sone
zaterial and men probably to-night. He said if the news from Washington was satisfactory, he would
Sring nig airship over te Fresno whers every cne could see it,

h
teering gear. It was borne rapidly scuthward against all efforts to change its co
ka
"
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*1 know the man well,* concluded ¥r. Jennings, "He had no reasoh to tell se such & story if it
vas not true, He had nc business here, knows no onz but myself and ieft without asxing any fevers,
Mcreover, he wanted the satter kept quiet.”

The Call of San Francisco, Ca., of December 5, 1896, printed a dispatch from San Luis Dbispo of
Decester 4. It read: “William Bordon reached this town this sorning. He states that he is a native o7
South Carciina and a truthful person, & graduate of Berkeley, but recently a cailer and just érom Mew
York,

"His ctory is that ,estEfday eveping about § o'cleck, he waz at Indio, and responded to the
inguiries of 3 stranger who was iocking for some cne able to splice & rope, Bordan, being & sailor,
offersd his services, which were accepted, and he followed the man who claimed to hzve & havbalisg
cutfit about a mile ¢rom town to : p‘nEE where he found a cigar sheped structure about 30 feet long

and 25 feet in diameter, The stucture was standing on projections, and had uncer 1t inp propeilers,
ti ve-bladed say 15 feet across. There was 3 huge tail, which served a;_a_;gQQ;r, of which the
tiller-ropes had parted. Bordon spliced thea.

The structure was of zetal. There were a nusber of windows and two doors. The interior was
civided into cospartrente and the active power, whith the captain stated was tompressed air, seene
sperate eszchinery contained in & great case and controlied by levers.

*Gordon was invitad te come along anc did so. He was given the rudder, operated by & wheel, anc
tollowed the couress given him as shown Dy compass. They rose in the air to & grest height, probably
3000 fe=t, and took z northerly course and traveled at enormous speed. In a few hours, they passes
gver Los Angeles, easily known by its great nusber of lights, and then sped over Venturaz, Senta
Barbara and other places, and about 3 o'clock thic morning settled down in a place in the sountairs
about B miles scutheast of this city,

"Here ‘hs aanager of the airship announced his intention of stopping 2 while and Gordon was seal

*Qz,uetir but after geing a short distance he turned and discoverzd the strange ve=se‘ disappeering,
*The airs h‘p man, Sordon cays, was of swarthy appearance and =poke Spanish to the only cospanisn.

4,

The fcllowing aspeared in the karysvilie (CR) Daily Appeal of Detember 9. 1256 *The foliowing it
the rerarkable story told by Williaz Meeb of Camptonville xn a digpatch to the Examiner. Wr. Mesk and
nis family ave well known throughout the =nt‘re aining region of Northern Californiaz, ashere he gas
iarge aining interests, He tertainly telis & strange stcry.

FrTR

nis comaunity was aroused at ¢ a'clack tast night by the excifed screass of 2 young ;aUv.' he
telegrached. ‘The airship! the airship’’ she cried, 25 she pointed tc the northeest and logking in th
{ } residents saw fioat.”g in a northerly zirection what indeed locke f i3
sonster of the air, It was apparently descendirg shen firct chserved ang sopeared to fight on Ram

! atsut two milec away frox Caepiorville. Five young zen voluntesred to investigate, and found th
hig with one huken being who could neither speak nor hear. After z consultation the party ¢
ite an inguiry of hic wanderings, and :fter rzading their questions he took fros hig -:zke'

aiphzbet and described his journey. He said that he came fros the Monte:use BSuntains in nis air
tzzving behind hip gaife aqd fwp chiidres who were in charge of the [postmaster] in that ,eg;an.

“yery such gystified, the party left his, and, accorging to fr, Meek, he was not seen again until
4 g'clotk yesterday atterncon, when he as suddenly and mysteriously disappeared as he frad cose,
gaving behind him no trace of either his airship or himseif, The young men, when pressed for further
information, repeat the brief story of their interview with the ran. fis yet, nc one out of
LE%DtCﬁV;’I“ has ceen the aan's original writing of the story of his wanderings through the czone. ®r.
Weok says the ctranger wculd not give the nase of the town from which he last cet cail, nor whente he
fi

wzs going, nor vet would he tell the object of his visit to Casptonville. As tc hig airship, he would
cive no detaile,”
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The Branger of Auburn, Nb., of April 9, 1397, printed the following story:

"Mr. Jaaes Southard, a farser on the bottoams north of Peru, was in Auburn on Wednesday and aade
this office a call. Mr. Southard tells a story which a great many will doubt, and were it not for his
reputation as a truthful can we would hardly care to repeat the story. He has resided in Peru pratinct
for the past 20 years and has always heen known truthful Lgpest i

“Sometiae dyring Monday (April 3) a nusber of cows belonging to Ar. Southard straved amay froa
his fara and were not aissed until evening. R hunt tor the missing cattle resulted in Nr. Scutherd
f.n=.ng himnsalf severzl eiles from hoae when darkness caxe’sat‘ﬁEEESEE'San.e lost and wandered apout
for coae time in the dense growth of willows, hecosing all the time sore confused as to his

shereabouts. Abeut 2 o’clozk in the sorning he saw a light on a bar in the river, znd ‘1rn1ng J placa
ahara the bar ran into the bank, sade his way to the light. Imagine his surprise whan ha fourng !
had stusbled onto the airship which has attrected so much attention arnd been the cccasion of
teal of speculation as to what it really was, of late. A number of men were scvino about the ship, or
aachine, and seemad considerably surprised when Mr. Southard appeared, nevertheless they were nothing
!oath to talk when he had explained how he came to be there. Something had gone wrong with the
segrchliight on the ship, and not daring to proceed in tha darkhess, the shiz had sought to the
grouad, 15 Cigar-onaped, about 200 feet iorg and CO feet across at the widest point, graduaily
narrowing LCT;-ESTEE-!,-“Bth ends. Mr. Southard was allowed o sxazaine as such as he pleased and all
his guestions gpre answered, At sach end of the ship is a large steel snail shaped device. Thig, he
was infarmed, was the apparatus by which the strange machire was propelled, ,srge zagpiine engiras
taused whichever cne of these in use to revolve rapidly, and to bere inte the air, dragging or uildng
the ship along at a wonderful rate of speed. Two more of these devices are attached to each side, and
near the ends of the ship, and are used in steering. When it is desired to turn the ship to the right
or lett the propellor on that side is set in motion. To raice the machine a like apparatus on top is
tet in sotion.
ft is loaded with several tons of dynaai
Seing massed in the Ci transportatid; he Philippine islands, and 1t is praposed to s
gver these cities and drg dynanxtn into the casps of the soldjzers an“ on the transpors ship
Besides destroying the caa ps ships, it is proposad t2 Spanish navy. Th

d is L . Spanish trcops are

1
a

]

L;i;l enable filibustering shigs to land arms and aeauniticn for the luban :4.01:r=, @ho, LNuS
tied, can easily dlspc ze of such of the Spanish as escape the dynamite gropped by the a: f-:ip
“Sbout 3 o'clock, the searchlight was in good shape and the ship started tor the wilds of ik
rd zountains, where, the captain inforeed Southard, they spent the davs, .guperisenating &l i
Bhhe chia. They sipect to sail or fly for Cuba yet this week, ard reach there by Suncay or Jonday.
Y da, pain is likely to hear something drop.”
ic aytrenely interesting to note that the above story appeared in the Fort Borzh {71 degister
gt fpril 13 uzth the witness being Patrick C. Byrnes. The stories are alaost identical #ith szae minor
changes being present in the Fort Worth version. Byrnes was a repairer for the teiegrach ¢sparisent of
the Texas and Paciic, It is clearly evident that the Fert Worth storv is & hoax based on e Southare
story. It :s, however, unknown whether the hoax was perpetuated bv the Register or by Zvrnes.

I’

=
P
-

The Omaha (NB) Morid Herald of April 18, 1837, printed a dispatch from Harrizon, kb., dated April
7. 1t reported that the airship had been seen there on April &th. It was essentially a var:i-tolcred

light that was ceen for 30 ainutes. "E. W. Daily of Crawford gave z minute Cestription and was
confident m, who, he claias, seemed to be guicing the smp, He saig it
reseabled & large box, with oval shape. At the stern, he says, there was an apparatus re=esbling 3
propellar and attached to the main body by a large iron or wooden heam, Suspended from the box was
\?EEE-.;'on -like structure. Starting from the upper end it gradually tapered to a point, Mr. Daily is
positive two_perscns were in the large oval shaped box, whomerg wgrking with sachinery of soag kind.
He is also positive that the motions of the persons would indicate they sere working hard.
Fortunately, he had a szall field glass with him and insists tnat cne cf the gentlemen Tocked very
auch like Albert Whipole, who, it aay be reeesbered, disappeared from Crawford two years ags, after
robbing the Crawford Banking comgany. Mr. Laily was custéounded Ly the wonderful phenoaenan znd

L.
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)" garticularly the appeerance of a mar on the ship who receablec Whipple, Uhipple. it 1z said, while in
Crawford t ld a friend of his that he wac working on an sirship, end that scaeday he would startle the
vorid, Many believe this solves the mystery; that it is really an atrship, and that the irventor,
— Wnippie, bexn a fugitive froe justice, iz atraig to land in daylight znd meke his wéEEEFTiT-TEVentien
wnown, "
. 7.
= The Minneapclis (BN Journal of April 9, 1897, reported that the airship had been seen therz on
fpril 8th, by James Gamey. He reported he "had not taken sore than five whiskies® end that he heard a
Euzziﬁg ount acrompan gd by lights flaching all around hia and he was +hrmm to the g'ound The
- tright light waz 850 fest up, coing at 19 {/Z siles zn hour and "was shaped like a beer sthooner with
' the hancle ¢own,” It was about 55 ¢eet long. “On lcoking around [ found uha' was evidently the fzg
book of the ship, It recorded al! the points which the ship had passed in the lzst two wseke, It
- indicated that at times & speed of 120 silec an hour had been made. The reccrd was sisply headed:
"Cruise of the Herkes, J. M. Hcﬁasters, 7613 Michigan avenus, Chicago, proprietor and master,’®
H::ors:rg to the record T WOUTC TEST &t tayior's Fall toduy.
The zbove wes accospenied by a d epateh frnm Taylor's Fall dated Aprii 9ih. “The secret of the
SR 15 gut, and The Journal correspondent gets a scoso. Upon receipt of & bulletin froa The
; ‘s northwest editor, your correspondent hastened to the thick woods socuth of »QUH. Fe
' ! ; ated thes with great carz. Moving cautiously, he ceme to the edge of 3 consideradle tiesring, in
| - wnich he sex lying an ismense and curiously shaped cbject, which looked like a whale at dzstance of
i

| ) five faet, At firct [ feared that it sight be scme animate thing of terrible propertions. A little
? . tbservaticn assured se that it was something or setal and wood. Suddenly a door opered and fwo sen
; taze out of the ship’s side. They were reading daily papers and laughing at the surprise and wenger
, their ship had created. )
} At ‘at sosent 1 rushed out to them. Seeing se, they came at me like wild beasts, but I drew &
ver and warneg then to stand and de.xve' thnxr se;ret Tuereunan one of thes xntraducag t.@:c.f

‘There she 15, he saxd. ’Tnere reRsin sose 11 th;ngs to JEF’E't te fore we make our
kngwn, We uill ﬂever reveal the secret, Sut we wiil scom put on lines of zirshig ¥
szl points in t:e worid, Each trip serves ic gssict us in correcting soae detect.’
an cay to y ¢ ie that the princigle on which our iaveation rects is that of negative
R itive kind, with which we are all famiiiar.’ >
wze asking his socme quBBLion, ithe whzelt on the thing began to revolve, great wing lise
! e mystericus force Jrem the 8en into the car on the lower 5iCE, 308 Defare av
hing zrose and Sai)Eg away cown the St, Croix. B
I } of farzers who sas the systerious object and case int to distuss i

-
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24 nEy

ief 1s that it 1 the devil’s oan creation, aheﬁ I toig thes by st;;y, they saig
¥ and pac ae locked up, 1 as writing this from the jail, but [ ap ac sane 25 &0y gan an
Py wore than Sicux City and Ceaha regoriers.

reainds ge that | asked the inventor abcut that Siour City farser-cornfieid story. He said
fakeg that the farser sust have dreased it, for, though he caw the farmer fros soit [reek,
s dezd drunk in the road and resained there all night.®

Vi s

r

The Buthrie Ccunty Vedette of Panora, la., of April 13, 1897, ran a dispatch frombuthrie Center,
Ta., dated April 12th. It reported that the airship had been seen there on fpril 9th and ji descenced
near Fort Buck, "The writer, being near at the time of the descent, made all possible haste ang
reached the place ahead of all the others. Rithough he was not permitted teo examine the interier, he
ic firaly convinced that it is an excellent convevance for rapid tramsit. .
') 'The vessel is about 43 feet long, 13 feet wide, and 9 feet from base to roof or covering, above

which are {hie sails or wings that glide this wonderful sachine through the air, causing wonder and

zstonichaent for many ot our leading citizens. Froa the nasty observations, we learned that the

interior ic fitted up with staterooms for 8 persons, also a ook and dining rooe arranged on ¢he plan
e ———




cur railway diners. The crew, consisting af 4 men of gentile appearances, were all very rsluctant
ia giving any information and 1t was with ditticulty that we prevaiied uplin the Captain to perait us
to agproach the vessel. For reasons unknown to us, they refused to give the ”555'37_3;§cne on board,
but in our chort interview we learned that they had sailed from St. Louis north through HMissour:,

—
C.1

w3, scuthern Minnesota, thence west through Dakcta, thence =eutue=st tnrough rortheastern Nabrasza,
issing aver lowa=at sume point south of Sioux City, and heading now for the starting point,

“The Captair recorted that they had bzen saking these {rial trips at night to avoid cosments
while they were perfecting the aachinery and that after fpril 1T they %ould make exhibition irizs in
the day tiae 01'9, whiie he deplcred tne tact that papers were publishing eany descripticrs af iis
vessal, vet he believed it would leccen their danger froam attacks fros hunters with long-rangs
Winchestars, The crew before their departure were inforaed that they had ianded in the county seat of
suthriz Ccunty and they were astcrished to find us in darkness in such an saportant town, and declar
that they had chbserved a nicely lighted city over the hills east of us long before realizing that they
were descending into this city. On being inforsed that it is currently reported in the 'City of Light’

st of us that tue county seat 1s soon to be reaoved, they giadly considered to return on that

otcasion and assist the county officials in making the transfer of records and fisiures of the various
ff: tes it we nou‘i grevail on Charley Hill to consent to this mcde of travel, as thay were advised
that nhe had had experience in county seat aoving and possidly would want to travel the old way. Clerx
nsﬁdg and¢ Deputy Auditor Cock thanked them for their kind offer and the interview closed. The crew,
ing siled arcund, bade us goed right and imsediately, with the ease of a bird, the vessel arose
ros the sarth and sziied on down the valley and was soon lost from sight berind Coilege Hiil, At the
saze sozent Dick Hclzuen came forth froa his cyclone cave, -Coseunicated.®

u-

3.)
The Jetferson (la.) Souviner of April 17, 1897, printed a letter to the editor shich described

an alleced landing of the airship on April 10th gear Boose Lake. The story, in ail liklihcod, is a
fake =sp='1a!1y with the signing of the letter by "A, T. ) OSPWEr,* tut this is not positive. The

lettar ciaiss that several rasidents saw the airship on the ground. It was ellips 100 fe2t lang,
A

10 feet wide, and 3 or & feet deep. It was made of sose light metal, had fac la te

2
, the center

ruider like a cird’s tail, “Ige actor power ard lighting being dere Dy eiggiMiCNt

orojectes & mast about 49 ¢ éroa the top of which beased an arc light in 2 red gicbe, aad t
the sast were attached sails which renders possible a speed of 200 to #00 siles per hour.® Thers were
1€ necple o b:arﬂ and toerr present business "was lighting the ‘arthern lzqrts, skiaming the Milky
Way, planiing potzltes in the Moon and sweeping up 3tar gdust.” & Docctor Laird was utilizaed end pulled
& t30th wilW Treven roots. ine Otcupants “were dressad in Japanese costume ang posed at Japs, but most
ot those present thisk t?ey were fsericans trying in this way 12 comceal their 1 Ty.° iney stated
they were on an swgerizental trip and if successful would notify the world.
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¢ Eldora (14} Herald of fpril l.th reported that the airship had tzen sesn there on &
Gth, It was essenticlly described as 3 bright light gaing nerthwest,

*The Heralg re?resentatxve in order that he sight see hetter, perched hisself upca the standpipe,
Sut could cee nothing at 4irst, but as his eyes becase sore accuston to the darkness ne sas something
way cff in the north, and coming directly toward his. 8s it came nearer, he sam what he at first took

o be z huge bird, but upon closer evamination saw sacke coming cut froa the top and a lerge car

hanging underneath. When they were directiy cver hia it stopped and scaething f..l and struck the edge
of

the standpipe. It proved to bealarge rubber hose-they were takinguater f brilliant idea came
sver the Herald representative-hie would take a rice-and acting ugon the suggesticn siezed held of the
hose and wag drawn up hundreds of feet until at last he was safe and sound upon the deck of the
w.mde" Lﬁ?. — R —
*After introducing hisself, he placed an adverticement of the Heraid cn the side of the d:tx.

There were twp occupants of the ship, from Kansas. They said while they thesselves were not Populists,
they owe .RETQ~ET;EEV???’to the cilverites and populists of Kansas having Gecose sc poor sisce th
fops ruled Kansas that they could not get out of the state, so they tore up their barn and bulit
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The foilowing dispatch from Ceford, Ie., dated fipril {3th, appeared in the Davenpert (IA) Leader
of foril 14, (397:

"0n the evening of April 10, 1897, ! was at Oxferd, lowa, Johnson county. While enioying an
evening stroll with two friends, one & custos er, ﬂr. dotin Floereh lnner of the fire of &, P, Rohret
and Lz, the cther, Fostaastsr Frank Hchnc gh, of this place, ! gaze¢ into the heavens. #bout 7 g.e.,
we notites @ beautiéul light about B0C fo fee t above the Ear*h, 4t an angle of about 45 gegrees.
In an instant the air ship idea struck s, e watched the strange sonster for about 30 minutes ang |
pav szv thel we were too Jusbfounded to spresd the alare. Ctherc here ssear they saw the same in the

¢

tige by the naked eve, the soncter looked like 3 large
ull and sterr whee! of a boat, such as are seen on the
rd z whistle, then a hiccing sound. The thing seemec to

3y 3
heavens. As near as we Could ascertaln at th
ded ¢ what looked to be the
Sﬂidenlv us
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be romi 3 gly descended and iznded in the cepter cf the race course at
b

: e ————

the O:f ' al; cur might to the spot, and on pur arrival scae cne yelled cut,

1 ! !

nishzent, there stozd Dr. J. §. watson of Downey, Ia., all attired in
captains unifors. He being a ge s&nal frxsr* of ming, ! said: 'hat on earth are you doing here, Jimg
-]

wihat have you got?’ He said in his usual coc! weyr “Well, we are on earth only for & lirited tise,
“his is the wonderful air ship-Cietc-l am the owner and inventor. Jusp right in and take a ride. Be
juick, we sust set sail before we are distovered, £% 1 have come improverente yet to aake on the
craf . &

ter the usual introducticn of sy friends, we set sail. It was a glorious night. We got
& tout 10 p.e. and returned 2t 3:43 2.n. without teing detected in cosing or going. Several
times during th:‘f’fp the craft case near going to pieces (ac we thought). The cool captain said it
zzounted to neught, and was caused by & cuick turn of the pilet, The captain held 2 seel! instrusent
pccrded the speed. At one time we were sabing S00 siles an hour, We passed over Hurlington,
e'enpurz, Ds: Moires, Omaha, Lincoin, S, Jdoe, Kansze City, and towns en roote. in several
noticed people with glazses, tut ic cur surprice no one -eeuei astir in Davenperi. At thic
Ware g o" 160“ ‘ee sbove Fr
5

ave Frahe’s brewery, It was now 11345 and ay ériende Figershinger ang
th the fngels Now. ' We then repaired to the state rooo for

ES
; hungry, The captain says tney have to eat !7 meals in 24
at a stangstill tne effsct is act sc bad on cnes stomath. .
i man to send cown His blessing. McDeonough burst fut
top near that suoress being to make fun. When
! b

1ED =
'.*urc-"gn the ‘1‘1‘: &m. e

1

lained his wonderfu k
r than we had seen aﬂd roge ir tae
at what post on earth his boat was

v
AS
ﬁ
he

Your Friend,
R. C. Kelly -
P.3. My friends attach their signatures and vouch for the truth of the zbove,

F. &. Mclonocugh
Inc. ¥, Floerehinger”

gister of Des Mzines, la., of #pril 14, 1B%7, printed the following from Forest Lity, la.,
Tths

5



A T

*Shout 11 o'clock p.a., April 10, I beheld what at first appeared to be a blazing aeteor flying
through the skv apparently coming frca the southeast. At once I thought of the sany and
unauthenticates stories of airships, fiving machines, stc., Sut in an instant it was cut of sight, and
the beating of my heart in articipation af being able to verify the sany rusors was very discouraging
truly.

"Qut in 2 scsend a rushing sound as of a swiftly passing train high up in the heavens convinced
pe that there was comething unusual near at hand; yet not a light of any kind was to be seen where
enly & few seconds before was a blaze like the glaring sun.

f instant, the wonderful airship shot past ae not sore than twenty feet asove me nead; not a
speck of light; then [ for the first tise realized that it was rﬁtafn*ﬂg directly tcuarﬁ
culy as theugh flaating on the current of a river.

hin ten fest of where [ stcod, soae one siepped cut on the stern cf the ship, as [ wild
although iittle resesbling an ordinary sailing vessel, and spoke to me saying: ‘Well, what
i

it

I a2 unatle to ‘orﬂ «ny definite ideas, only of surprise and wender.’

"‘Neil, sir, if you are not particularly superstitious and will step aboard, we will guarantee
you perfect safety to both aind and body and allow your to investigate cur home, ang when you are
satisfied, ve will see that you depart at your earliest pleasure.’

"At the same time the ship settled off and tcuched the =ur’ﬁ, and.a-gleasant gentlsasr-siense
off and extended his hand ip such an ordinar an sapnar that | had no hesitancy in grasping in 1t
all the confidence of truly human friendship.

*He caid: 'This is a flying machine in the ordinary language of ocur people. It is perfectly sate

and g have been testing it for nearly two years and so far not an accident or disappointaent has

tefallen us. 1f you like, you are welcose to step in and judge for yourself.

"At the same time opening a door, I beheld a comfortable apartsent dialy lighted, and heard what
e pleasanf conygrsation. As soon as we wer? both inside, the door closed and the rooa was

it up as light as cay, but by what sethod I know not, as I could see no jaRps.or furpers

t } rv for ae to give in detail z' descripticns of &y coapanians as h2
He was ciaply gg_ﬁng[ican tizen to al arances,, sresced as #e alj gress, taikaed
'y t L {4

kat is just what he is—-3p ord*rar/ Aaerican citizgp

ose study znd experisent, has been able to canstruct
: y & peri as Leen a [+

1 4
& deyice by which they are a

aght 1 ¢elt a slight gquiver of the ship, but that was all, for | sugposed 1% Was
t T

the very s*at where I stepped aboard.
¥ r¥
a sgat, he said ‘My nase is §-------, Whoa do 1 have the pleasure 1

rosz up and said sy name ig Velaer, of Forest City, lowa.
Ynlger, aliow me (o present sore of my frieads.”

‘At this same sogent .he curiains were drawn, and Severs
811 were pleasant, unassuming aeup‘e afier the fermality of introguctior,

*Mr. B. {for by that will our friend be known) prodeeded to siow ae arcund and explain the
principle upon which the ship was Lons*ru ted, a trief report of which [ will attespt to aaks, but
hope to be socn able to say scmething acre definite,

“'Sr. Yolaer, it has been ten minutes since you stepped aboard our shipj we are now passing cver
Benver, i you lcok out thic way you will see the city, as we will show you for a aoment.’

*Sure encugh, there lay below us cose city, the lights and glimsering of a city in the night wers
right beneath cur feet, I remarked, 'This may be Denver for aught I know. 1 as sure it is :f you cay
3id with a faint saile, ‘but I supposed we were at Forest City.’
will he in & short tise, but I thought I would give you a little ride before you retugn for

n stepged torward.

I

“Then a little quiver as before, and the lights of the city disappeared in a twinkle.
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"Before reaching the spot the aysterious stranger maade each Fort Madison coapanicn take his cath
that nothing would be said of what was to be seen until a day shculd pass, when the strange cbject
would be up and far away.

*The concern was perhaps 80 feet in length and in shape resesbled 3 cigar. Aloft were stesl past
bearing strange wings of white shich were not unlike the zncient wirdaill arzs of Den gQuicts tiames, We
were indﬁ?ﬂ'ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁb the great airship whose lights have been seen by sa 2any poopie of S0 many
towns, ‘up zbove the world so high.’ It had te s=41=d and the sanipulator, sesing the lights of
Fort Madiscn, steered for the town and had a2issed it by cre Rill, To aescr‘be the qrﬁat irship would
te too great an undertaking even had we not been sworn not to give it; suffice it that it centainsd
within its sheli of whale hide, several cozy rooss and everything that mas sodern for com-ortable
1iv1ng and travel. It was manizulgied | ity and had searchlights with their glass covers of
several colors. This light is evidently the one which has attractsd the people and caused ine cosaent.

"The airship has on it 3 nase which is as strange in its scund as the ship is in
appearance-'Whobiggerwah. ' Captaia Coszowchsy, for that is the gentlesan’s nase, is g native of
and states that the ship was his own invention, and that it was sent out frea Yuraghpootrs less than
3G ¢ays ago by descendents cf the great Mustaffa, on a secret voyage around the worid. It had been his
intention toc seke no stops, having pienty of provisions for a six acnthe tour, if it stretched out to
that length of tise,

"In the interview Captain Casnaucbsy said that on Saturday acrning the shig's apparatus began to
bt that it san near 3 place which he supposed was Chiczgo, and that he Fsars yih 1ctogragh
#as made of the ship since he saw a camera pointed toward it. 8y 3 guick manipulatisn of the motor the

is conturs with the reperts of Monday's Chicage papers.

C
'r"m-sy This
*There were oo boa;d sose 20 07_sore passengers uho‘122:3555uL..a_;gg_jﬁn;an_ggﬂggg: They were
intelligent locking sen and women and seemed to have the utmost respect for and belief in Captaia

C saoWshsy, —_—
“Hereafter no worry need be experienced nor need conjecture be borne for the airship doss exist.
The Democrat says so and it never lies.®

iowing story:

n hovering over th

the aidst of one of his .ss‘ elaquent :

15 coaing’ and soon everybody was sut on
t scon eaptied. Sure snough, the

he Journal of Buffslc, Mo,

On last Monday {Apri

Szott, ithe tesperance evan
g g zn cur strests,

reached the church where the
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com

12c
inly visible, ffter some deiay, it finally égs_gsauLew Jzan's point or the
3 zlaost less tiae than it takes to writs 1%, the entirs gopulati s i
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nt, an eager, interested and expectant crowd. G.L. D
angd ¢ tﬁers of our citizens aanaged to get up to t
 the strange visitor and foun —
&
(S

: ir adventures, the ‘% ] ¢
?he: aenb. were relating a siailar account to our Citizens al
fﬂr +he truth of Lhe stcrv.

5 fron all observaticn and is sftuatﬂd on the higbest zountain in Japan. It is
tion, davoted to scientific investigation and especially to investigatian relating to the
sc:enra and the lost art, The Cap*azn ¢ this ship, said that the autherities had now
deterained to allow learned men froe all ceuntrxns to visit this okservatory, though its secrets would

qcvern:ent

be still carefully guarded. This curious ship was built ahﬁllylgiﬂgingiiii)uhigh aetal was inox to the

Japanese thousands of years before it became known te the westérn naticnSy anc was fashioned after the
chape and the model o' a bird, This fact has doubtless led newspaper accoun ts to speak of it as being
1g g ' s painted with a sort of paint tha ggkas it invisitle except when it coses
st'a*as, where the moisture and gassec froa tne earth change the coler. It 1s

s
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18.)
The Des Moines (IA) Towa State Register of April 15, 1897, printed the ‘nl‘oning dispatch:
‘Sudubon, April 14,-Special:-At [10:39] last night, as nur czty parshall {Nate larperl wis going
home {we don't know where he had been), he was hailed by fr. inton’ Stelnssan, of the Oaaha

Ay —
invention, thus: 'Say, pard, can you ts!i E where 1 can get 2 ‘Y espiy outlding I cam gat in the
tdlance of the niyht?” 'Yes, the €. R, I. ¥ P, Co. has an sapty engine house hare you can gat in,” Qur
zarshall cpened the doer and it suited ¥r C‘xn*nn. Qur marshall had 2 leng talk with M. ‘Clinten’

in regard to the free advertising he is getting., He said that John Butler, from Rhodes, had =ither

teen drinking or else he wanted to hurt his reputation in what he said auout going down in the C, #. &
5, Paul reservoir, He says, 'Of course, ! siopped ."ere to get water, " Anyone wanting to see this
nachin See 1L by Soing to Audubon ta-day. fr. 'C Clinton ~RITTYeZtend at & 2.2 touay. Or any
tnguiries will be cheerfully answered by addressing Cxty Marshall, Audubon, Iowa.®

17,

The airship that has attracted great attention throughout the country was szen in Ossian last
night by several different soving along slowly and watting wobbling up and down. The ship had an
board several passencers all being saall ir size, well drecsed, and bus i}y engaqeﬁ in lcoking after
the :E?E:E;'EFE?TT"TF! captain toTd 3 Bee reporier, he was investigating bank failure in ths ’Gunt’V
in crder to sake a report te his superiors inhabiting Jupiter Pluvius and would remain in Winneshisk

sunty one day. He is anxicus to get the present address of the bank sxaziners and desires t
interview the president. He speaks in broken English and his desenour is that of 2 military san.
-From the Bee of Ossian, la., April 1§, 1897

13.)
The Cedar Rapids (IA) Gazette of April 14, 1897, reported that °*The thing landed on ths top of
ﬁe new Union Passenger station at about 4:30 this serning. Charley Jordan, one of the chisf push at

hat place, has aade an affidavit that Je heard it sirike, and when Charley says anything you zan
dsp end upon its being true. He had never told But a *ew lles in his life and wher he did it was aiways
aoout something of importanca.

Wit Campbell, the traip crier, declares he saw nafas of -the ship an the building ann spiayed
to quite a crowd thi s'?'-?-ZEF_:-::~bE of oxeces of ametal, rubder and other articies which ie ciains
cape fros the ship, It is claisel That the shi arge!y ot aluainue, and that the a2in

TiTEDer TOTTIIne: seventeer thousand cubic feet of natural gas.-IT WIS REIETin Indiana wnere the i
zressure was the s:;onﬂns* and the thing pusped fl?T"STT'T&E‘b5???‘37’?33'3??55?3‘3?@ hollow and are
: li bl that i¢ any porticn of it breaks, there is & check valve that stoss

sher

=3 with gas. It is sg arranged th c
g escape ot gas. It it understood a nusbe artaents were broken while the boys were ug.

*It is reported that a nusber of the boys who cstarted with the aazhine =ither died froa fright or
were thrown out for disloyalty, and the only ones who adeitted that they caze down with the concern
are rleg <

e #. R, Boyd, editor of the Republican, Alex. E arles, postmaster; Shersan, of the Jaturday Recors:
Jia Pluab and Elias JDtY It is understood thet Brother Soyd wes trying to get up as nmigh as possisie
tc learn ail he could in regard to the condition of pastoffice attairs here, and one of his reporiers
claiss he has the dsad cinch on thaf jod any tine he cares to make 3 kick about the present

arrangesent,

"Ore of the party who landed in satety claiss they took Elias Doty up sisoly to cee how tar a
chuap could #ail without killing him, and after the mctter was explained to Doty he declared he would
far ratner adait that a short fall would kill him than to take the chances of a higher cne.

*Shersan took along a large nuaber of circulars and distributed thes every night to the
zultitudes who were rubbersecking after the airship. The circulars called attention ic the Easter

=

} ¢ that he is ready ncu to
ture on hell. He refused to be interviewed, ﬁeciaring that it wculé & of na benefit to
R

seliver a
£ gxperience, and he di¢ nct desire to distress scae of his friencs, who aight scee tiae

il his
- gzoerisnce what he had passed through.



