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anchored for and aft with heavy chemical anchors, and a rope ladder leading froa the ship to the
ground, the lights which were electrical apparatus, were extinguished when the machine was brought to
rest. After calling on the occul¥Ms in the name B¢ the state of Wisconsin to surrender, Marshall

Blades and two or three trusty lieutenants, mounted the ladder as sasily as they used to climb cut of

a hundred foot sha2?7.53'7335*733'TFE'3555a!e of the ship they were get by the captain and other sen

of the ship, who%iad thea covered with a new side lever repeatxng electric infernal dynazite

contriv yance, and demanded their busxness. Blades caled on hie to surrender and subait fo an

exapination on the grounds that the was a Cuban filibuster. This provoked 2 proienges hosl and

laugh from the captain and crew of the airship,

*Lights were stuck and the visitors duly received on board by the
3 i

tous dowser discoverer, Wiiliaa 8lexander (Ricket;
rittting 1

c none other than
nacé concieved of
then ne had

ill
across the country te the
called into a glactrician Sec, £, Duval i Dip with electrica
appliances, Bill inforased *hea ::ﬁ;;E.;E:;?;E'Eﬁ'fﬂg'gﬁfﬁ'fﬁ his cave up the country t:;_s;._aanzng,
Sﬁﬂ'!!F!!'!eeks aga he mag ready for action and then brought his machine oyf ‘wh the cave and procurred

the services of a good piléf-35§1;;;TEETE?T Toa Hunter, and cet sail during the night to try the
inventien.” ——
T ter giving a narrative account of his wonderful travels, he inforaed the visitars of the

worrings aethads of the ship, Jim ! osney expressed a wish that the workings of the machins aignt be
explained, Mr. Alexander readily cospiied and led the party to the electrical room where he gave an
accura ;haustive explanation of the motive power. He said, ‘Molecular dizfntegration is the
prima rorces emanating froa anzlitical action

ry generator of the 1;bratorz phenosenon. The
upon cozpound fluid and vapor coundatien 22 ed etherial satter”distinctive from cxidized, —
dyndydrogenated and nitrogenated coaporents,”

*¥r. Looney said, 'Yes, I have said that somewhat syself and it is very plain to an ordinary
aind,".and if Bill would oroanize 3 stock company and capitalize the stock, he would buy-a controlli ng
é&teress in 't at once, as ne could readily see that it was a world heater.

is simple explanation of the aotive power Mr. Alexandnr chowed the party aver the
hza tc his crew. Sus Piquett was acting as sieward and scon had i fine zzal of
on cakes, rarefied bisquits, and agua coffze, of which the party pariock guite

“#fter naking a thorough exasination teing desirious of returning home, the cariy sas lowered ig
2 new vul:a ’nd parachuie and bidéing good night to Capt. Alexander they returned cme’?;r??vvriT”b
!‘

snig #ill be on exhidition at the Benton baseball sari next Sunday.®

nsing (M) State Republican of fpril 17, 1897, published the following:
ice--All people desircus of taking a ride on the airship, are reguested o i
withw;w will manage the Easter excursicn, &ccomadation for 79 pecpie. Th
ave the dome of the capitol at 11119 c'clock tonight, and, if it is not too <oggy, th

b

f'l ﬂ'
o

IF (

tc sail to London, attend Easter services at St. Paul's cathzdral, dine 2t the St. Jaze
Bick ToTINSIng In time for business Manday sorning. Bring your sackintosh, for it's raini
Londaon, Fare for the round trip, $1.37.

*AIRSHIP TICKETS FSR SALE HERE. ¢

o

“This rather statling arnounceaent was posted censpicuously in the windows °‘-5*-=-513132;3
cffice at the Hotel Downey last evwrxng In response to an inguiry Br. Cooley stated that the proposed
excursIan wouls the dose of the capitel this evening. He claias to have sade special
arrangesents with the awners of the ayg;e?*ous craft for a mconlight excursion, As svidencs of his
good faith he offered to introduce a Republican reporter to the céficial in charge of the airship and
the offer was gladly accepted. .

rn tel‘ you, ' said Mr. Cooley, 'you be arcund at 3 a'clock in the sorning and we'il go and
logk hia up. ! have sade arrangesents ‘ar the ship tg land on the waterworks standeipg,’

"The :locx in the city hall struck 3 just as the regcrier, who was waiting in a dooraay on the
east side, caw 3 light appear over 253:.3?3 Grand Trunk ﬂegg.. It grew brighter az the ship




—bct Bt

approached, and zs the strange visitor siowed down to land cn the standpipe, it wec seen that a green
¢ored re carried on either sice and a bright white light was run up ta the nasthe:c tter
¢ place for & ¢ew minutss, the ship cettien down,
ctandpipe, hustled on up to the top. When he
de, and up this he claabered on beard the »

¢ anc the reporter, who wa
reache t laSt s'eﬂ he foun
[ P

ll I.fl
[

pver the entire ship, The bod
. O

W' which serve t
roviged i ot

2 tewﬂenr
t

y of the craft
h

e e

conceived by other inventors,
s was, the gentleman i Charge retused tc

reporter wacs shown into z cabin and was coafortably seate? in an easy chalr,
the stery of the ship and its travels was begur.
zid the protessor in charge, 'I sust ask, for family ressons, that gy nage be
A3 debgr vears on thic af‘, and at last have met with success, ostarted on .
this irip zbout two weeks ago froa San Francisco, and in that time I have traversed such of the
central United Statec. Yes, [ have seen some strawg cights and have enjoyed mystifving the .1':.‘_1_:4—-
*“Now, when ! was in Kensas-but there, ! suppose, vou would rether have sometning locsl, what ds
! think of Michican? It's a great state. ! arrived in Michigan just after the Detroit eleciion and ag
ot auch surpriced 7 that my ship was teken for the ghost of Bov, Fingree's sachine. It has

‘rom the end of the world to @ circus advertisesent,

an [ expectec to remein only a short tiee but thinge are coeming 2v

€ any danger of Pingree making se trouble for having 2 acnupei y C

The prlncipal trouble [ have had has been ay crew. They insist on

have insicted that we were above that, literally spsak
d

. zbout it and he tcld ze neeén‘t .Ank be:anse fad 2 1:it
! tt ¥

.

r st

ag yy 18t’s o c r

*'Be sure znd gall et the Orphen’s hoee for Senzter Thespscn. don't oring ©
and [ don't care io have Eo'. Fingree along, He ic flying high enzugk now. [t you 5
go 1 #ill show Ris a about sziling. He wen't find thic cra‘t any Foliv Anm and the air is
nct Pips Lake,’

"'There 15 one thing [ must insist on and that is that gp strong drink coges o
anyone should f2li overboard 1 have no preumetic life preserver to thraw his, But
crond some high li¢e though, 2,000 feet b‘rh gt least. Now abcut the route eapped
ezst and will take in 21l the principai cities uEtHEEﬁ nere ang the Atlantic, de
because Miagara Falle. Well, anyhow. Bhep ye pet to London you say hear wails, but
it’s oaly the prince. hen we cross Ireland we may get Corked but by Dublinback w
arriving in Scotland I chall let Glasgow. I don't like the p?ate aﬁyhcn. we will

1
il be able to see when we cross the Atlantic, 0, it'1} be a grea
iends not to pverlock it. I think the rate for tickets ve'y lce 'c"51d='1nn th
1

1

The recorter climbed over the side as fast as he could when the professor stopped leng efough
fer him 4o get awzy, and as he hurried down the standpipe stairs, the profecsor velled zéfter i
“Just teil thes that you sew me, they won't believe the rest.'”




The following dispatch froa Stephenville,Tx., dated April 17th appeared in the Dallas (T{)
Morning News of April 19, 1897:

*This afternoon Mr. C. L. Mcllhany, 2 prosinent farser who lives three ailes down the Bosque frea
here, came into the News corrospondent’s affice and before seating himself he said:

**1 have found it.’

*Found what?’

“'Found the airship the Dailas News has been talking about. It's no joke. I discovered the ship

on the ground early this marning. It wgs ig charge of tu one an engineer and the other a pilct,
They had been coapelled to cose to thSSg??ﬂ?ﬁ'IE?FEIE'ZEQEf:gzairs on the @achinery. ! at once caze iz
Stephenville and reported ay #ind.’ ,

**1 get a large nuaber of our citizens, who at once proceeded to the spot to view the aerial
zonster. Aacng thase who viewed the wonderful aachine were: Col. James Y. Vincent, Eugene Mogre of the
Steghenviile Eapire, Mr. Charies Basseil of the Stephenvilis Journal, Judge ¥. W. Moores, Senator L.
N. Frank, %r. M. F. Martin, Dr. S. B, Naylor, Judge Thoeas D. King, Mr. J. C. Szorge, Dr. ¥, Day, J.
H. Cage, 5., Frank, W. P. Orr, Nayor of tne City, James Collins, Mr. Lee Young, Dr. R. 3. Caaercn, Dr.
J. H., Stewart, A. M, Borders, 5. C. Zuck, Hon. J. T. Daniel, ex-district attorney, Otho §. Houston and
Hon. d. 5. Straughas, district judge, and many cther of our prosinent citizens. The airship is very
auch as reported by The News heretofore,

"1t consists of a cipar-shaped bedy about sizty feet in length, to which is attached two igsense
agrpoplares, and the motive power 1¢ an imaense wheel at gach end, in appearance much like a getaliic

sindaill. "It is driven by an issense electric engine, which derives {ts powse frpg.siorage batteriss,
The crew consisted, 25 stated, of twd sen, who gave their “E22z;ﬂiji_E__Iil_sﬂ-idﬂ-ﬂa.ia;ﬁiluﬁi'T—-'
They report that they have been making gp_expsrimental trip to cosply with a cont ith certain
capitalists of New York, who are backing thea. They are contident that they have achieved a great
;;fzz;;'EHE'THET'Tﬁ'E';#Brt time the navigation of the air will be an assurad fact. They refused to

ave their machine critically inspected and refused to talk further as to their plans for the future,
.hey rapidly made the necessary repairs boarded the ship and, bidding adieu to the astonished crowd
assestied, the ship rose gently into the air and sailed off in a3 southwesterly dirsction.

*'1¢ you don’t believe me, just ask any one of these aen who saw it. &rd say, ! want you to tell
the News about it. This is one tiae gld Erath ic ahead-the first place the airship has besn seer to
Yight. And say, what you reckon is going to happen with dynamiters get to riding in zirshizs ang
dropping bombs down on folks znd cities? Ie this world ready for airships?’

“#ithout an answer Nr. Mcllhany sment forth ta tell the news.”

i0f szse interest and incicental noie, the fcllowing appeared in the New Oriezas LA} Tipes
Desscrat of Agril 28, 1B97, reported thet two sen registered gf the Grugewald Spfe! oo oril 20t4

hey signed their naees as "S. E. Tillaan and A, E. Dolbear.")
~— —
23

The saze reference, The Dallas MNews of April 19th, crinted the following dicpatch from
daxahachie, Tx,, dated April 18th:

*The News reporter has had an interviens with Judge tove of this city concern:
zirship, which has been pu2zling the zinds of aany Texans. & rusgr having gained curren y that
teen seen by hia, the News reperter called at his office in quest of further inforaa
EEME

“'Mr. Beatty and ayself were cn a fishing tour on Chaabers creek near the aouth of Sreat House
branch yesterday.. The wind was in the north and we were having very little cuccess. fbout 3330 or 6
o'clock in the afternoon we decided to go further down the creek. About 600 yards ¢rom the scuth of
Breat House hranch Mr. Beatty was slightly in advance, and I heard his say, "My God, ura 15 that?’
khen | struggled through the underbruch to hia he pointed to the left and, there in a ravine, was a
groug of o eculiarly dressed men, and resting on the bank by thea was a cuser zooL'nq achine,
which ?r:;‘ff;E;;ET?Egg'EEE'EEEE?"Tﬁ3ns heretofore published in The News, we cecided must be the
airship, The aen were taking their ease-ctretched out full length on sosze furs-and they were

iges. e, with scae trepidation, advanced upon them; when they saw us they agpeared scaewhat
disccncerted, but one of thea in fairly good English called to us, “Cose on and join ue.” He advanced

& Sagkin

a7
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*Judge Love continued



“'§e then shook hands with the crew and they stepped into their ship, rose in the air and started
toward Waco. The description of the ship I have given you is a very seager one, but you car all go to
the Nashville exposition June 18 and 19 and see for ycurselves.®

ke following appeared in the above reference:
“Greenville, Hunt Co., Tex., fpril 17.--{To The News.i-! have surely seen ths airship. [ saw it

last night about 12 o'clock. I was walting across a field twe siles scuth of tewn. ! was in 2
asditative sood, and suddenly I was argused by & brilliant light in front of me. ! was dazzled by the
ight and frightened alaost ouf of ay senses. I should have leét t*e pla:e at ance but &y legs refused

&g suon as I could recover a litile I noticed that the lighis had gone out ard &y the light of
+h g saw zd i iga ped 4 i ting ; ind i I caw thre
the soon I saw 3 iR 23nsd v resting on t*e'grgund in frnnt‘ef ge. [ saw three sep
nalt cut of the vessel. Two of theaz went to aork about the rigging of the ship. The cther called to se
an wouid gail sose lstters for hia, This gave ze courage to appreach anc talk with hia.
Having been at one tisze :ﬂnnected with a daily paper and by sere reportorial instinct [ took out sy

percil end paper. Seeing this ihe cirange visiter said:
"‘See here, young aan, dcn t give this thing away. ¥e jre expagigenting with thic vessel, So far

it ic a success, t to revolutizpize travel god trans artaticn.(?e have seen a few copies of
the daily newspapers ana are very such asused and entertained at the accounts of the appearance of our
Sulp I+ you will promise on the square not to reveal what i teli you I will give you a iittle histery
ot our adventures.’

"'5t g little town in the intericr of New York state I have w ;
&bout two weeks ago @ started, accompanied by these two zssistants, to make a trial tris. My intentien
first was to sake a very short trip. We started in the night to avoid being seen. Everything workad
2 ne‘? that I decided to keep going, and I soon found ayself passing over the state of Indiana.’

*'We stopped in a secluded =pat near 3 small railway station. I went into the town an :

2L, which gave an atcount of ay ship being ceen. 3Since that time we have been passing G

apid r=te ot s;eee Jccasiorally, we stop near a town tg ged the newspapers. ! 3m
ys to igorove &v ship, [ find soae iaproveszents necessary to perfect it. This
t catistactory. You will hear from 2 again in a short w hzle, ang then it will
ug reparts, bu' a full eescriptien of the scdern wonder, the airship.
ty te look at the exterior of the sonster while ifs ccousant was talk
3 Gr ing shao

o

o~ -r.

tois auch . The aain bedy appeared to be about 30 feet long. Great wing shaped
fane sp! n de. 4t the front end was g larce aheel auch jike the sifp aheeis of &
stzzaboat, but made of very light material, At the re :;-::3-333'5'ran11ke projection like the tail of
@ fish. The whole was about 75 feet long. I asked ay visitor to esplain his ship, how it was
propeiled, stc, He siaply replied:

*tlectricaty, Within are trical machines, which furnish the motive power and the lights.
ahen once in aotion the wind cperating con the iarge whesl in front 1ike a #indaill, kesps the ship in
acticn and t littie etec trlc'tv ic needed. Now, voung azn, ! can't tell you any more. Just wait and
you will learn all about it I# you will 2ail these ietters and not disciose the names and addresses
and keeu this all quiet for awhxle, and will e your naae [ will return soon and take yau with gz

ip to Mexico or Scuth America,

progised not to give him away. He and his assistants went inside, there was a tlash of light,

ing noise, the smonster rose gracefully and flew away in a northeast dirsction,

¢% in henor bound not to disclose the names and postoftice address of the letters, I depesited

them in the Greenville pnstnffzce that night. :
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When my visitor returns and I leave with him for Mexico and South Aserica I will rite The News
regularly,
‘It is & grand invention, and I am fully convinced that in a short while we chall diccard clow

railroad trains and ocean steaaers.
€. B, Williams.®
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He stated that he wa

e znd was dressed in a sailor suit.



been sailing through the air and causing such a cosaction among the inhabitants of this state for the
past three seeks. He stated that he vegsal was in need of sose repairs and asked Mr. Locais to get
together a nuaber of his aen and go down to the works and azccamodate hia

U iooais went with hia to the grove, aeasured the shafting and at three o'clock in the acraing
Ll thsrepairs made and the machine ready to sail. Severgl sen at the faciary e:amined the vessel,
and 1t was universally agreed to be the sisplest piece of smechanisa capable of accospiishing aeris
navigation conceivable. It was further agreed to keep the satter quiet and 53y nothing of having seen
it, but it has leaked out, and it is further said that the boys at thes irom works are working an a
sinsilar gachine to bp nlaced on exhibition at the Nashville centennial when cospleted. The doys
refuse to give any description of the vessel, but the marks are still resaining or the trees in the
grova where the vessel anchered.

-Froa the Labor Record of Elweod, In., #pril 20, {897

This appeared in the &dvocate of Buéfale, Ks., of April! 23, 1897:

*The airship seeas to have abandoned northern ¥ansas and is circling around over the sosthern
part of the state. It accompanied a Missouri Pacific freicht_train in from Independence last Saturday
{Rpril 177 night, 4e im}Win regard to the satter of eslectisn night, but they
were not disposed to go into detail. The head brakeasn avers that when it swcoped dewn on thea just
this side of Incependence, he just spread himself cut on top of a hcxcar till he was thinner than the
naint on the car, The enginesr seesed to be possessed with the idea that he had tc zake up for lost

time just then, and the firesan only got a gliapse of the machine once in awhile as he heaved ir a
shovelful! of coal, but the brakesan says the fireman was so scare that the coal dust on his face was
as white as chalk. The conducter and rear brakesan 5:3E2:g_3gg3;;g_:3gﬁ_&gg_g;gg_gg_ggg_gigship ang
proudly exhibit a wine hottle that the head puch of the airshis thes, They say that the ship was
& tigar shaped concern, &/ feet and 4 inches long and 8 feset 7 inches through at its greatest

Ciamster. It was uilt of alumirus, with silk sails for balancing and directing purposes, the Titting
pcuer being g_g and the setlve power & "ectrxcitv, which is applied to the propelier at the siern, It
built i £3g0 and brogy a5 10 bo tested, the steadiness of the air currenats apd the

gvel sur the country arfordxng setter opportunities for a trial trip than could be found
lsewhere, The ship circled around the frain like a hawk around a pack of voung chickens and was

sed to grest heights or brought to the surface of the ground without any difficulty at all. It's

iutizns ==r= perforaed while hissing through the air at lightning speed. We are not at likerty to
the nzaes of our informants, but will say that they are all smen who are noted for their truth
tity,-gdsawatomi Sraphic,”

!'=1

The Evening Herald of Oskalocsa, la., of April 16, 1897, reported that a strange light had been
seen there cn the night of April 1Sth. It was very low in the south and veered westi. When it appeared
to be circling the city, a Rerald reporter aounted z horse and gave chase. *It was in fairly plain
view then and appeared to be a long cigar_shazed ballcen supplemented by wings which aerial navigetors
denosinate aeroplanes. Underneath was swung a car containing some sort of engine which soved a series

of grugeller wheels,
‘The whele rig appeared to be in a ricksty condition and it swayed heavily as i+ the gas was out

ot the balloon part.

"There were several sen in the car, and they were running around as if excited. One of thes had
an ancher cut and was lowering it, presusably looking for a good place to light.

“As they came up slowly, the Herald man hailed thea and askzd them where they were going. They
chouted down thev were going to Marshaliltow tg_gQLg_;g_:i:ﬁzﬁig_gggxgnligp. He said air ships froa

w

all over the ccuntry would be in attendance. Marshallfcwn, he said, was getting an international
reputation as a 'DﬂVEEZ~BF—'lty'fDr wind. Towa couldn’t hold a convention satisfacterily unless it
went to Marshalltown,

‘'Say, if pur gas gives oup!’ he shouted down, ‘do you suppose that Sengral Mamager Anderson of
the Central will take us yp?’




*‘fnderson?’ queried the scribe, as, driving aleng so rapidly to keep up, he thought he aight
have aizunderstood.

*'#hy yes, 1sn't L. . Anderson manager cf the lowa Central now?’

*‘How long have you been out?’

*'Bout two wesks.®

*'lan’t you light and let a fellc
—_ “"Ng. Lnder certract to iet nobedy examine us +z!! we aeet soee invesigre at Mar ha‘}tﬂu

*The old machine was werking slower, and =agging closer to the ground, The g!or' ‘

finster to eerth ue ned he;vx iy on the reporter and ne rescived to 5- ce the i

he rig #ac badly gasaged and the horse scared, but the o J f:t got bary to te
doubis the narrative they can see some of the missiles, an old brick, a lct of rocks
neighee nearly 30 pounds, at the Herald offire.”
- 2.3
Last Monday (April 19} night Charley Conklin and Charley Saylord were *running” their trot line a
short distance above Eig Rock, Tteg hat just come to chore on this side c. the riyer when they wers
- sccosted by a stranser who had coame down to the bank while they were in the middle of the river,
Coming into the glare ot their lantern they were enzbled to see hia to goec zdvantage and describe his
as heing abtove the medium height, of dark coeplexion, well drecsed in a neat suit of grax, cap of the
- saae aaterial and patent lesthers. o
The strang acked thea if they would sell his a sess of fish, sayirg that with a

friengs he was crossing over in zn airship and had alinbted short distarce aw

Eruv;=1sns. he boys readily parted with the fish, receiving g gg;ﬁ round ori

.
sccoepani ed him te a point near what is kpown as the 'Bxg Spring,” a guarter cf azle

T DEC
' £
~‘ha+ above the car was suspended & tuge gar chaped
— this, the litting power was auglen?ef by large winge 5
rear was a huge fan iike prope The vecsel was nzt flat on the grount,
Two sen were soving about oR the deck as they approached, one of thes are af
ant received the fish, which he took on bozrd. The een were ail dressed
—-—
iz 1Gh, ecxmed to be in cossand, then proceeged to give ihes an idea of the general
construction of the ship. They were allowed to evamine the exterior, actually tourhing it, He
-— explained that the car, or ship proper, which was 2bout &0 feet long and 10 or 13 wide, was
zonstructed entirely of aluzl PLI, being built after the lines of 2 yacht. The framework of the wings
¢ oAl et:!, covered with 2 saterizl of his cwn invention, receabling silk in weight but
—
¢ ctronger,
-

allowed tc go aboard the ship, the captain explaining that the eotive power was
trusent sp delicate irn constructlon that they rgh~ accidertly injure”it, He was
the bovs about the motor, wishing to preserve an air of aystery about the intericr
- rran he ship, He further disciosed the fact that they were en route te Greece for the
i 7 corrpepondents, The vessel, he stated, had, at Tepeated 1T1als, averaged i
an hour for ten hours. He told trhes that they were then going te the vicinity of
an eceyd would suppl ith capnec provisions for their long cruise, reter .1n: on
ing to take on water, after which they would imeediately start 4or Eurcpe.

re nOW COnQUCTEd back to the river bank, where they reeined watching for the ship to
toc see it, however, until high in the heavens, when the headiight was turned on &

nd

a7
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a northwesterly course taken. The boys agreed not to mention their esperience, fearing that their
veracity aight be questioned. On Wednesday night they did very little fishing, keeping a watch on the
orthwesters horizon for gturn of their strange visit and tirally their vigilance was
rewardad by the appearance of a hright 113 guarter of the hesavens, rapidly approaching. It
came nearer and nearer and finally hoversd alsost over their heads, at an altitude of about 1,000
feet, The powerdul searchlight was turned on the ground below znd the ship was lowered slouly,
tinally resting near the place of the landing, Their friend of the previcus visit again case
down to the river bank, purchaced their catch of #1sh and conducted them pass the same sertry to the
air shio, where they were put to work carrying water froe the spring, one of the crew taking the
tuckets at the side of the deck and carrying thea abcard. When the work was cospleted, after being
nandcoaely paid for their frcu*le, they were conducted to a safe distance and the strange vessel arcse
s before and started on g course dus sast,

Although the boys hag agreed not te divulge their secret, they could not be expected to "heold in®
long, and young Ezylord tsld the story in ¥r. George Davis’s barber shop a day or two later, His tale
was received with jeers of incredulity, and he has not since been induced to say such about it,

f Herald reperter, hearing of the story, paid hiz a visit on the first of the week and finally
succeeded in eliciting from hia in substance the foregoing statesent. Conklin was alsc interviewed,
and gave the sase story without saterial variation. '

-Froa the Herald of McConnelsville, 0., April 28, 1897

[

30.)

fccording to the Bryan (TX) Daily Eagle of April 20, 1897,~J. G. Mirkert, Or, Chas, Edge, and
Dick Jones saw a strange light during the night of the 19th. It approached froam the south and was soon
near encugh that they could diszern a cigar shaped body which had windows or openings through which a
nale light issued, Qreat uings on the sides, and 3 fan shaped rydder. when it becase evident that it
nas descending, they proceeded in that direction. *Over the hill and cut of town they went, and
discovered, in the Claude Mitchell pasture, what at first seesed a great ocean vessel sitting an dry
land, a hundred ailes fros deep water-with great wing like sails folded yp, 2n izmense tail, g
wing or rudder un ierneath, but not touching ground, the vess?i being supported upon great piils
srojecting down from its sides, Streaming fros many wingows was 3 pale iignt, #hile the great light in
frcﬁt was turnad off, Around the cigar-ﬁpaeed body of the ship extended a deck or platéors, and
walking abcet on this were discerned nusercus pecple, while inside and up zaong the saile, work
sere busy saking rapairs, -_—

*Cur you Pealized that they were in the presence of the famous airship, and leaged for J.
%, Leigh tc see it, so he could have & tale to tell, sure encugh.

*The question of drawing near or retreating was discusced.

*Dr. Edge remeabered that he had left his door open. Jones thought it was tise for nim io retive
seldom keeps late hours, while flirkert feared he would catch a cold i his jaw, 5o they
tated, But they circled round, and gradually get nearsr, Precently, without warning, the
afsul ght flashed out like lightring, 2nd they were caught. Blinded by its triliiance, they fell
r each cther into a sud hole, and crawiing out found themseives ‘taken in’ ¢ i '

ol ']

m

ngineers, and dragged up to the sg ter of the upper regions. They really foung no cause for fear,
h:uever, ang no;-Eaﬁiﬁ'TE'EE;-;TEﬁEEET;“eed f man who could taik English was suaacned frca the cabin
and case cut to talk and gxchapge ne1ghparhfod news,, as it were, and 4o the honors of the ship.

"They now found that a partv of English aillignaires and French scientists had built this strange
Eiiit and three sore like it, and were takjng g cruise gzound the world, having xept the sscret of
thair enterprise Tor the novelty of the thing...The sotive pgwer of the aachine was elgpirigily, of
course, and the searchlight was a 20,000 candle-power electric light. Taken zboard, they were being
shown the sights when Jones asked, with considerable enxiety, how long they were scheduled to staop in
Eryan. .

"‘de are now ready tc move,’ said the engineer.

n
‘ild azble tor the outside was made by the Bryan delegates, but the zerial navigators
for trea to go. Zesides jgyentors and eleciricians, there were professors or nore

e psna— . A
5 on board. Prof. Svenbovdgollybros was suasoned and with 3 wave of the hand, they were

20
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ut tg cleep. They were then told to open their eves and watch the proceedin
i

T t
essed; the fifty thousand horse cower engine began teo work; the q;ga;~:i:§_ becan to stiry the crew
piiots grappled the*r steering apparaius; the fasilar scenes of earth taded fros view, one of the
g
A

or cx

swzllowed 2 Taylor & Cox drink check as he caught hic treath ziter looking out, the ship was
inted *o vard the ncrth star and was bidding farewell to earth anc things earthlv when the prof
é‘,gers SJund ng like a gunshot in & graveyzrd. Then the spell changed ary
crowd. They were sitting by a tabie in the Kandy Hitcher (Hryan
warteres for airship news) while & party of Bryan asateur hyprotiste were laughing at thea, and
the %!ving futchzan of the skies sailed on.”
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1y 1897, printed the following dispat
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. E. Ligon, lcral agent for the Magnolia brewerv of Houston, this afterncon inforss t
Fost correspendent that the airship visited Besumont Monday (April 19) night, and that ne not onl

} the flying machine, but he had a chance to incpect it from the outside and conversed with one cf

ha w.s =ve‘irg in it. "I and &y con Cheriey drove nome at {! o'cleck Menday night' said #r.

o g the horse when we saw lights in the Johnsen pature, a few hundred vard

ternt. We went cver to investigate and disc JVE'Ed four men scving around & large dark obj ect' and

a ! nailed thes they answeres and askpd if tould get come water, I told ther that they could.

; - They casze to my house, each bringing two bg;kg:sl atter +illing then, started te return. T accosted

| ] ere of the sen and he told se his name was Wilson anc that he and his cospanions were traveling in a

, ¢lying machine, They were returning Trom a trip out on the gulf and were now headed toward Iowa, where

: ——

he zirship was built,

r. CYUOM™%ays he zccoapanied the men to the ship, and describes it as being 134 feet lcng and

g. It was propelled by four large wings, two on either cide, and steered by g'opellerg

d to the bow a%s'f?rn_,z—Hg;trim y being the power used. The hull of the ship 15 sace of stesl

ntains apertments into which corpresced air is pumped wher the ship is in acticn. T & shxﬂ

fes gaaler ballast that is f-uam desired tc bring

. when the course is skywar . KorEing th

trited to him oy the man Wiison, who also stated that inis chic pac only one of

, Sutlt imoa quist lows village.®
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Tr xbuns ot A;'.l 20, ‘9?7, reperted that tetween 3 and 4 o'tiock in

ghi 1 tly described as being 11 £
:ncluding Chisf Atkins and
ity hall aﬁd began to desce
4

.
c
1R2 &n

soon rearhec E ~ci:';t directly
_ L i

ptrslie' were zli eyes. In conversation
- the st ange vxsx*nr as follens:

"The larger portion of the ship rorsisted of z thin sh
tength by 30 in diameter, running to a point at each end. 4 tu
trog this is suspended a fraeesork carrying the sachinery, wit
Gr LTEN.

*Its engines were of a stran ge and Lnknuun coastruction, but were probably run by M trg-glw;grgn;
ptosatically fed and ignited § o . 3crew propellers abeve and at each end and horizontal .
ile gr aings at each side seen with the buovant skill to cosbine all the principles of cez and air
n, stieate of the weight of the concern would be about 4,000 pnunds. A siaple calculation
g buoyant capacity of the sheil tc be 6,000 pounds, aliowing, say, 2,000 pounds burden o
) - ballast. No ballast, however, is necessary, as tbe shell is made in twe sec*xor., one sliding in the
- other like the pu!tS of a quinine capsule, reducing or increasing the caparity of the cylinger by
gezns of a horizental screw shaft extending from end to end and operzted by the engine telow, Az eay
be sursised, 25; 1s not depended upon for buoyancy, but simply vacuus, 'hnunb hydrogen gas is lighter

pEs
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than air, it still weighs something, while vacuua does not. A litile gas, though, 2ay have been
carried to help counteract the external air pressure on the shell.

"Froa the captain Chiet Atkins learnad that the ship was gre of 2 big fleet of airships now gp

oir_nav to Cuba,

Theatisnt il conrand gf Julio Sanguillv, wha was recently released ¢roa 3 Smanish arigon, an
all are heavily arsed.~§ pusber of local Cuban syapathizers were taken up in Louisville by tne fieet
in a diepatch Soat attached to the fagship, Bosez, yesterday sorning, and other stops will te =ade
tor yolunteers at Jackeenvilie and Key West. The tonnage of the ships range from 230 to 2.50" and
each one carries in addition to her crew a large nuaber of Aserican volunteers, whe :
iain the insurgent aray.
"8 rope ladder was thrown fros the ship, ‘Hhite Wings,’ to the roof to the city hall, znd tne
chief and 3 nusber of others weri on 3 trip of ipspection.

ine ship tloated easily and gracefully in the air, about a aile and a2 half adove the earth, and
at night, shen lighted by aillicns of tiny electric globes, it presented an appearance of unususl
beauty.

The St. Louis (WD) Star of April 20, 18?7 printed a dispatch from Sreenfield, Il,, dated feril
20th which stated that Postmaster M. 5. Sisson saw the airship at Taylor Creek, 3 miles from the city,
Hig dog suddenly ran up to his and croucned at hie feet as though in abjsct terror. He tried to drive

i

the dog away, Dut he could not. "Presently, he heard a noise which seemed to come fros abaove, and
looking upward and to the northwest he beheld the airship approaching his. It was about 100 feet froa

the ground, but was not traveling very rapidly.

"He thought that he could see someone standing at the bow, and when it grew nearer, he could
distinctly see a lady stang;ng on what seemed to be a step in front. She held in her hand 3 pole, on
the =nd of which was d net; but present!y could not at first understand what she was doing with this
net, but presently he saw snv ral pigeons flying in front of the ship. #s the ship could easily travel
faster than the pigeons, it would STApLy run up behind thes, and the lady would reach osut u'zﬂ ths et

i
and scaop thes in. She capght six birds while he was watching her, and did it easily and grac
fir. Sisson was distovered by the pecple on board, and issediately the speed of ihe ship wa
ang it rapidiy rose to : great height. It passed about 100 feet zbove him, and by its clo
he was znab d to get a very good view of it. It was about 100 feet in 1ength and about ¢
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at its largest point. Its depth was probably twenty-five feet. It losok
and around its sides there was 3 walk or desck, which was protected by 3
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Near the itop were wings projecting on either side. The wings were about tweaty feet in wigth ang
hed nearly the entire length of the ship,

he wings are so-arranged that the front of thea can be raised or lowered
, But otherwise they are stationary. When it is desired to raise the ship,
re raised te about an angle of thirty degrees, and the great velocity of
et*on raises it, On tﬁe top, JLS JEh'Pd the ailat houss, there was ang
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d, it being inside,
ly written letter was picked up near Hagasan, about nine miles east of thic place
d . dropped accidently from the airship, and is in the possession of Mr. Th
g. Tho.arigted ietisrngad reade firship Co o Oaklard, Cal.’
The tclicwing is written on the torn sheet:
“de are having a delightful time and plenty to eat. Mollie's schese for running down Bircs and
catching them with a net works escellently; we feast daily upon pigeen pie.’ )
"‘8ince starting cut we have greatly increased the velecity of the chip. The ¢ollowing $ig
will give some idea of the speed which we zre now able to make: St. Louis, fpril 13, 2:30 n.a.
Chicago, sase evening, 9:33; Kansas City, one hour and forty sinutes later.™
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The fcllowing appeared in the Dallas (TX) Daily News of May 1&, 1897, as a cicpatch from
Richsond, Ty, dated May 7th. It was essentially & letter froe a man to Dr. D. H. Tucker, cf Herles,
T4.. The writer of the letter died ore week atter writing it. The letter was sailed fros Lake Charjes,
Lz., &nc dated April 20th, He wrote: *Vesterday {April 19‘. about noon, while driving country in
igisurely irot »y eve encountered almost directly ahead a large cbiect at a high elevation, It was s¢
uniike anvthing I had ever seen that sy gaze wac instantly riveted upon it. It approached at z very
rapid rate, and froa the apparent size of a flour barrel, it rapidly developed into a pondercus
affzir, the sight of whi f was startling, to say the least of it, When about cne half aile fros e, it
emittes an ypearthiv wh ARF ed ay horses so, that I was forced to juep to their heads,
while strugg Qroke and ran. When I arcse, there, about 100

. W3S & ¢ corething, settli ng rarxdly, but easily t the ground, and g 850 was
preparing to cescend 2 rope ladder, Tr g sight at first was sc startling and the struggle with &y teas
had st unnerved se, that it was several seconds before I could even estimate the size or distance of
the strange affair. As soom es I recovered gy senses, [ instantly realized that it wac the such talked
ot airchin, which I in comson with nearly every one elce, hzd set down as the creazticn of fancy, and
isggiraticn. As soon as the vessel's rope about reached the ground, EES’jin came down the ladder,
teliomed by enother, both of whom came up to uhere I wag standing and gggg[ng‘;nanlre it | were nusg
and to =ncingize for the damgge the iSEd. I was so dazed that ! cculd herdly speak azt first,
tut [ lost all interest in sy teas and assured then that 1 was not hurt, and then began to ask thes
guestions. It was decidedly gratifying to ¢irnd that they were plain, every-cey Asericans like syself,
and they were very gentlesanly. They invited se to inspect their ship, as if it were 3n ordinary
g¢fair, and you can rest assured I cid not wait for a second invitatien, but clisbed the ladder or
gangway or whatever else it is called, that hung over the s

"How, let me zssure you that I as not drawing on ay isagination, but am giving you facts, as
strange as they may sees, and as 1 write I read in a late Galveston News that others have seen this
ship, but ziweys in the night tiee and in so many different places thet it seems & piece of fictien,
wherezs [ saw it in the broad, open lisht of gfay, and speni over ap hour talking with the invenior and
cuner

ached the deck, I was introduced to g Mr, Waters, who had the positicn of enginzer. The
b

.2 ground were 5;,_;;lsag‘_£EEngggf,'and Mr. Scoctt Marren, his friead. They
aniard, who did the cooking, 1 suppose. We weni inito what might be termed ihe

cebin, ehere we sat down @ few minutes. In1s was a roos probably (4 feet long by 8 feet wide, It was
f1ited up very prettily, soaething on the order cf a sacking rope on a Pullsan sleeper. It had three
reciining cheirs screwed to the floor and cushioned seats on the sides ard engs. Arcund a post in the
tenter was 3 table with several field glasses and books in a bracket above it. Tnere were a nuszber of
b at lamps the walls and hanging from the ceiling, and I imeediately concluded that the
20 ier ot - ant so expressed syself to Mr. Milson. Me said this was not
the case, h & propelied and sustained by a gas which had the property of great
conapressibil 1Ly under 2 clight pressure and & correspondingly great power of expansion. That he had
iny g L ine that once started worked autceatically and that one had oniy to
attent tc the gevernor which regulated speed, s not prepared wholly to accept this expiznation ang
intimated 5 suth in ey expression of astow:shnen‘, but I was convinced cf it when he showed Be the
a;;aratus tor generating the gas and the engine for utilizing it, Not being a practical eechanic, I
can not enter into details of the engine’s construction, but this much I was able to underctend: That
there was & receiver, sade of alusinue {(and of this setal the engine and everthing connected with the
ship so far ac | sew was CONSLTUCTedTy froe which pipes passed to what cppearsd to e to be & squere
box, at each enc cof which was a cylinder with an exhaust chasber, in which worked a piston attaches to

a very singularly constructed drivipg wheel like the sprocket of & bicycle, except that there were
four wheeis, one within the other, and these Mr. Wilson called the agcusulators. There were two sets’
ot such wheels with a cosbined velocity surpassing anything heretofore constructed. By this peculiar
arrangeaent of the wheel within a wheel, the balance of the centipetal and centrifugal forces was
preserved in the presence of 63,000 'evolutlnns pinute; that is, the velo'xte of revolutices in




thece wheels would equal 65,000 revolutions of an crdinary wheel ten feet in diameter in cne minute i
such a thing were possible.

“Hy muut':n as well as ay eyes, copened wide at thxs statesent, but [w ke truth was told, !
aske¢ what the highest attainable rate of speed might be. Mr. Wilson sald that he did nat know exactly
but tuc. he had covered something over 1000 ailes in eight hours and the indicator or "speed dial,’ as

he talled it, only registered 73 1/2 per cent of what he believed was the saxisua speed of the ship.
Though he adaitted that the dial sight net be accurate and the possible speed aight be more or less.

*1 was naturally curious to know by what aeans he generated sufficient gas to azmswer the purpose
ong voyage, but he sailed and said 'quite a number of people would like to know the sase thing
Iy, This is kis secret and to test the practicability of which he is now traveling back and

th, said that he had discovered it two years ago after many years of esperizenting, and I judged
roa reaarks dropped occasionally that his coapanion, Mr. Warren, had furniched the capital for

erigent, Mr. Wilson said, howsver, that the source of hig_g;s_&ug:li was the air, wnizh 1t passed

rough @ condenser contaxnxrg certain cheaicals which possess the funttion of elisinating therefrom a
gas known only to hia. He did not know the cheaical forsula, he said, or whether it was sisple or

1
ably
He

[ N o ]
o

<
o

‘ \ coapound. All the machinery seemed very sisple and did not cccupy a qreater space than five fest in

e"qth by four teet in width,
To elevate or depress the ship while flying through the air_a seall wheel 3t the siern of the
boat is cperated. This whee! was sosething like that in a ship’s pilat house but instead of having
spokes there wae an arrangeaent of sasnets connected with wires to 3 e batteries, By passing the
current over the tire of this wheel the cperator was able o overcome gravity, thus elevating the
ship., By passing the current in the cpposite dirsction and under the tire the weight of the ship was
increased and cculd sink like a shot to the earth, and by passing the currents in oppesite directions
at the sase time the vessel would resain horizontal at any distance from the earth. #hat I thought was
the anchor was siaply the ladder which hung over the side.
*Bhile ! was on board it had 2 gentle swaying aotion, which I imagine i¢ much greater would

produce seasickness, At the tize we were not ecre than ten feet above the ground. The interier

arrar ngesent of the vessel is very neat and cosfortable, though not expensively luxurious. The kitchen
is a very szally C“uuy zlmost identically like that of a buffet car. The births are narrew but
ccatortable lookin .
o

ail would be tutile, as the whole thing w
n tald ae that currents cof wind had 1ittl
dri bove or below antagonistic wind
, a8 it affected the crew disagrs
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on 3 shatt connected with the scrocket wheels! such as those on a tug boat, sxcect tnat
f thxs ship’s propeller were enoraous, being ten feel in length. What I thou g*‘ Were
sgre canvas wings used in steering, but Mr. Wilson stated that he was ai work on a contriva nee
»ou‘E'EETTVTsfggfﬂE necessity of using the sails. The length of the ship was 73 rest T 4e
"™™r. Wilson said that his pantry was easily ?ggz ied with provisigps at any tias a3 he §
to drop down near a town and make his purchases.
*fs to the cost of the concern, I cculd not ascertain as neither man seesed inclined o taix
aut that part of it, but Mr. Warren said that it was lcw enough to warrant the building of three of
thea as e'gerlaents. Each cne was essentialiy different in some of the details a=3‘73353??§sﬁz':=F€"
BEInG Mads as to the MMMM they started fro or to
lve a any infcraation concerning their busxress, except as [ have stated. Thay had phera
fg pewspapers containing accoupig of the ship and the : |
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anavyancesy and [ inferred that they had not yet =9fure* all of their patents. &5 a reason for
traveling almost entirely by nngf"ﬁF' Wilsor stated that it was Decause they had not vet becose
arcuctomed to being in such dizzy heights, and t:ry feared to see the dictance below them. They are
t nd do not cleim to posses the nerves or coclness of that class of pecple.
H r. Wilson (though I doubt if that ic hic correct nase) formerly lived in Fort
emember to have ever seen hia, He is apparently & young man ERC hes IR yEila:
inventor. Me said that inside of two years their methed of |ocY@eTIon woiTo R
nerzl use grout the worid.
"Thece s%i-s, re caid, had beep built according to plans at different places and hag been nut
together zt Mr, Harren's plac id nt ¥ uher & night a skali but noweréul
srch light g to ¥

1 3head or telow. It was mounted on the forward deck, and near it was the
y ! This latter arrangeuent had just been gotter irn working order
say it is the most diabolical arrangesent ! ever heard cor

ating hx- sh*;s he and soae capztalzsts nould ccrstruct 3 line o{ air
i New York argd San Francisco and other points, and that 1€ would ROT Take
t overcose their natural tisidity in trusting their lives in such craft. Sc far

ith but gpe sli aident, and that was to one of the sails or steering apparajus
ing out on their journey. It amounted to very litile, however| and cnly sade it
r

t

o operly.

] ¢ take me vp to an elevation so that I could see if my team was in sight, but |
£ ¥ rniy, ceclined and tcld thee goodbye, after promising that I weuld not make sy
SEr H tely public. fs scon as I reach Memphis, however, I shall write By BXDETIEnCR up

for the press, and I think I can set at rest all the sooted question as to the existarce of a real air
shig. ! cen say positively and eaphatically that there is at least one, and it is a real, practical,
tangitle, reality, and though in tiee to come ! will no doubt see much of them ! can never again bs
affected as ! was vesterday noon.

"I have told several people here of sy experience, but as they treat it as a Munchausenisz | have
net made any particular effort to convince thes of its truth, but I assure you that every word I have
written is absclufely correct,®

taken from the Dallas (TX) Times-Herald of fpril 20, 1897,:

ry head #an in D, K. Howard's New York store in Mineral #ellg is in the city
4 p'clock this morring the airship landed on Eas* eountain, and that a nusber

ent up ard talked to the the st.p from the guteide, They

scney ﬁrcv1dsd thsy f1r5‘ zsie tr;p roe® fork t
‘h:t betore tack‘xng the Atlantic they would make three or four successful
and San Francisco. They said they were having a lot of trouble holding the
razight course, an

eir experisents to cvercome this trouble were detaining thes in the
the citizens they would return and hover over the town at 10 o'clock

i . Nr. Hightower, whose name ought to

in satters of this kind, says there is nc joke or jclly about the shipe that the

He san the craft end conversed with the crew.*
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The focllocwing sppeared in a letter to the Editor in the April 28, 1897, issue of the Moberly (¥g)

“Editor Monitor-Since the first of this wonth I have been reading about an airship which has been
' vens at will. On the night of April 24th, I'd learned by the Monitor, that one
vips was reported by Mr. K. I. Ely as floating over the magic city on the Zist. |



.s?zs

think Nr, Ely is mistaken in regard toc the night he saw the ship, or else there are sore than one of
thase aysterious ships floating at wil! through space. —

*On the night of the {5th inst., one was seen floating over the doae on Pike's Peak and on the
18th it appeared over Crizple Creek, then again on the 21st (the case night Mr. Ely reports seeing
hisi it was seen playing arcund in the clcse proximity to the top of the peak.

*This aroused a strong suspicion in the sinds of the boys at the peak that perhaps it was sose
syndicate who had been driven by the Populist party or some insane Knights of Laber Organization fros
the face of the earth, and was prosling around the peak and Cripple Croek with the intenticn of
tringing 3 whole colony of airships to the place and capture the cog-wheel railway, at the peak and
the cold fisld of Cripole Creek, On the night of the 2ist, the hoys at Cripple Cree{ made an ascension
with a talloon in order to capture the sc-called “ship.”

“They scon fournd the great airship to be nothing less than an unusually large two seated chair
with the legs attached tao the backs cf four large trained birds which ars of the variety of thaose we
read about in the Seventh Voyade ot sinbad the ailor,

"Qur boys found sitting in the chair two ssall, well dressed educated sen, and desanded of thee
what their business was. S —

"They said they were on a kind of a pleasure trip. ‘Well, vou will just go to Deaver with us,’
remarked one of cur boys. But they refused to obey, and the fight ensued. This I reckcn was the first,
end perhaps the last, i;tle with fircaras ever fought in the heavans; for they found the air so light
that it would not hold a Dullet leng encugh for it to reach the contending parties.

*Qur boys fznally-ga?g§5353 in throwing 2 lasso over one of the bird's heads, and then let the
gas out of the ballgon. This brought the little strangers to time, and they coon sade an unconditional
surrender. Our boys clizbed into the chair and it was not long until the little fellows were aeaded
for Denver, .

*They are what =2ight be probably called red sen, and belong to a race inhabitating an islang
situated in the South Pacific Crean called DS:BT?T’The‘r nages are, well, . Wil:T
m:. Their skins are as red as blocd and their hair
hangs down their backs and locks 1iké a great sheet of bload. Their eyeSshine like Blectric light and
they can see by night as well as by day. Yo wonder that the ship is so lighted up by night.

*Noa [ shall rot try to describe ihe birds, for I know you will all come out and see the gre
cnaer. They will stay here at long as the sxicltement lasts and the people’s curiosity is growing
very day. Jver 19,000 percons caae in on the trains today to see the redmen and the Birds sailing

N

und over the rst R
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*If vou should see anyone who is contesplating coaing to the exhibition, t
2arrals of toconu ts angd zlsc 3 few crates af hananas to feed the birds, You can g
th n great desand.
or the present in hope of seeing you 3ll at our exhibition.

"Yours Respectively,

"R. Sugge’

The Harrisburg (AK) Modern News of April 23, 1897, reported that Ex-Senator Harris was awaken by
a noise at 0100 during the night of &ril 2ist. He saw an cbiect app r5335-333—711d a short distane
amay. “Wr. Harris says there was ap zijerly aan, a wosan, 3nd.twg young sen on board. The old
entlesan wore g hisavy set pf dark, silken whiskers, shich hung down near his waigt. He had jet black
and 2 deep, fira expression., Mr. Harris said he walked zut a little nearer and hailed the old
2gzn, The old man seeaed a little surprised when he spoke, not expecting to see any one out at
hour of right, but he spoke pleasantly, and after taking on a supply of fresh sell water, he
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*‘dell, vou ceea to be a very clever man, and if you will preaise not teo divulge my secret in a
wzy to do ge hara [ will tell you the whele story, except hoa the effect is produced.’
"ftter receiving satisfactory assurance, he continued:
------ you remeaber about 26 vears [agel, what is now called the St. Louis Republic was then the
5t, [------ 1. It changed to Re-------- fmeemme 1 and later to the Re-----{----1, about 26 years
agal-------1 was, the St. Louis Tizes {----- ) exclusively, an account of a scientific invention made



by 2 pentleman, whose nase I will not mention, by which the laws of gravitation were gntirely and
cgpalpteiy suspended. He was offered big suks of morey for iU Uy several syndicites in this country,
and zlsc had large offers from parties at Paris, london, and sany other places. During the time he was
considering these offers he had the invention securelv locked in a satety depesit vault in New York
Tity, Befcre he had accepted any 07 TRE OTIETE, he wac taken viclently ill, and after !1ncer'nﬂ a fen
wesks died, leaving his invention in the v _!t. This mar was my uncle and he hag partially centided
the sect et to me, but not sufficiently for 3e to do anything without the original invention, After the
tapse ot about 19 years, ! sanaged to secure the originzl, and having plenty of money at my disposal
E?E‘F‘:TFE'E?VE'?E’E;-7.le and taient during the past seven years to experimenting [ have ap airchip
which i5 alecst perdection, but I am not gquite through experiaerting, and so I continue to travel at
night ic keep from being detected. ] will make an attempt to visit the ol net Mere before ! put the
airship on public exhibition. He*gh* is re oblect tc me. [ suspend all gravitation by placing @ seall
wire arcund en obiect. You see ! have & 4 ton iaproved Hotchkiss gun on Board, bé%iée. about fen tonrs
ot amsuniticn. | put the»Spanish arsy ié
hostilities had not ceased, bu+ now 8y plans are changed ahd | say go to the aig of the Areenians, To
use this igproved gun we only have o pour the car*rzdges into a hopper and PrESS a pu t
firss 63,000 tieee per minute. No, gravitation is noct in sy way. | place wires aound th*s 4 ton gun

Foid Iy Out W:th ORE nanG and take zim. Ohy ! could place Ly an"-c'avxta*xnn wire around the
i capital building and take 1t by the dose and bring it over and set it down 1 Har: 1serq as

H could an ink stand. Distance is aleost overcome; why we cage over Lht suburbe of Dziles at
12:1%, lees than an hour ago, and we have traveled very slowly. I could take breakfast here, do ey
shonping in Paris and be hack here for dinner without inconvenience, as soon as [ get ey ne
propellere completed.’ .

“He said he sust be off before anyone else was disturbed and invited Mr, Harris te take 2 ride

ith hia, but he kindly declined offer, He bade Mr. Harris adieu and floated up and drifted awzy to s

nlace among the stars and in a few seconds was hid beyond the darkress of the night.®
8.1

The Fort Worth (7X) Register of doril 23, 1297, reported that on April Zist the airship wae seen
2iong the Denver road. It was the “airship ‘Daw tiess.' gzared by Captzin Neeo and crew,® :

“Charles West and Colonel Donaldsnu assert in the atfidavit that they taiked with Ceptain Neseo,
who, it appears, R b. t the sachine to earth for repairz, and who sade 3 confidant of thes as to
the chjects and pu which he wz® on, and swore thea te secrecy,
threatering dire venqeance shuule they even breath his purpese, and sc awed were they by the terrible
tagizin thel no amount of persuasion will induce thes to betray his confidence.

*It ic further said that it wac because of their kindress to Captain Neeo thet he isparted his
gecret o thes.®
39,0

The tollowing appeared in the Daily Herald of Muncie, In., of April 22, 1897:
“td. C. Knupp, press agent and traasurer of the Welter L. Main circus has erranged for & decided
hit, Ac:nrdinq te Nr. Knupp he has consumated a deal with Prof, Sala will bring his ¢

airship to the circus grounds at 6:3¢ o'clock this evening. In conversation with a Herald

representative this acrning Mr. Knupp said: "Thic morning ! received a felegram frop Galaski stating
that he had left Canada with his air ship and barring accident, would drop down irn the circes lot at

£330 o'tiock, The professor is enrcute south ac he has a contract to exhibit hie ship at the Tennessee
. _‘—_————-—-———-—4

centennizl,'* ——

40.)

Last evening, soon after the stora began, a farmer living a few ailes west of the city noticed
in the sky sceething large and apperently with wings. In a short tise, it case down quite low
directly over the farker’s chicken yard and a man appeared and threx a line of soee kind down into the
re, :;_gi_gnt_a_gningQJHELaas hurrxdly_ﬁETTEE'EEE;-’?hicken and &ll. As the "cosething” started

ya
to rice, g paper caee fluttering down which upon ex;;ﬁpailon was found to have written upon it as

77



follows: I have been in this infernal airship several weeks and can not eake the :.azed thing land
an account of havinﬁ broken sose of the aachinery. 1§:g}lggagg}jgg&x_gg&_nﬁ.ﬁn;;. sence was forced to
catch one of your chickens; charge 1t anc presedt your  pill first of sonth.®

The azn in the axrsth‘_gg_g_nzlg, crazy appearance, wore a shaggy bea-- .4 was bare headed and

had large, fierce looking syes,
-Froa the Daily Tribtune of Fresont, Nb., April 22, 1897

4.)

The Galveston {TX) Daily News of April 24, 1897, printed a dispatch from Conrce, Tx., dated Apri'
2%rd, The dispatch stated that three strangers caame into town, on fpril 22nd, and said they werg fro
5an Frarcisco. They said they were sailin an airshig to Cuba via E] Paso, Conrze, and Hew brleans.
Several of the townspeople declined an invitation to inspect the ship. About an hour after the
etrangers lett, a strange bright light was seen to rise near the eastern horizonm,

42,)
The following appeared in the Baird {TX) Star of April 23, 1897:

*Ore of cur citizens, Mr. Fayette Jones, sazw the wonderful air ship last night (April 23), and I
Hought his experience would be relished by ali who know Fayette, He said he went cut to his well and
saw a huge monster alight rear Mr. J. N. Rushing's, and he went over there to see what the thing was
and on his arrival he caw 3 gigar shaped sachine about 100 feet long, with wings on either side and a
large wing or fan on the blunt or hind end. He said there were two fen anu'EF;iTady, the men were the

grefiies ST REn he ever seen, and the wo8an, beautiful was no nase, £y She u3s aagnificent, syserb, She was
c1tting inside the air sbi% and everything was very 4ine, the furnishings were of a golden color and

seeaed like burnished gold. They said {fay were experisenting with the air shig and had begn sent aut
by scae New York people and were hunting curjos for g suseup, Hearing that Mr. Rushing™was a gold bug
they haE'!prpea Eo see hiay But were sorry to learn he was gone. 'Oh, caid Jeres, "I was 3 gold
standard man syself,’ They were so glzd tc hear hia say so, he #as the caly cne they had found since
the slection who would acknowledge he was, therefore he was the curio they were iookzn for, so they
take hia along, They pulled hia inside, shut the deor, and rose froa the esrth 2t the rate of
¢ zer hour, Fayetée becaae so frightened that he cried, prayed, begged and nlsa ce j
t he did not want to go to Heaven yet, as he believed no gold bug would ever be #it ig
; they then agreed fo let him go back hose, They gradually eased down to the top of Mount Airy
aut and ude good ti IE froa there to his ho ne and says re is sca g uet Hiz #rieng 2
g

rand, T¢., dated &pril 24th and appearing in the Post of Houston, Tu., cf

rank Hichels, a proaxnent farmer livis
.

unguestioned veracity, was awakened night befo
nolse,
l

ziles past of here, an
22} near U G
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1se, similar to that aade by machinery. Upon lcoking ou as startlsd u
ghts streasing froa 3 ponderous vessel of strange proportions, which rested upe
prafisld,
*Having read the dispatches published in The Post ¢
once flashed gver hia that he was one of the fortunate o
seize of Troy, Mr. Nichels started out to investigate,
Befara reaching the strange aidnight visitoer he was accosted by two aen with buckels, who ashed
i ter ¢ros hic well. Thinking he sight be enter*axn’ng heavenly visitamkg instead
arthly sortals persission was readily granted,”

D w

¢ -the noted aerial navigators, the truth at
nes and with all the bravery of Prias at the

“Nr. Nichols was kindly invitad to accompany them to the ship. He converzed freely with the cr
conpesed of six or gight individuals sboet the ship. Thg ggchinerv wgg g9 Coaplicated that in his
‘short interview he could gain no knowledge of its workings. However, one of the crew toid his the

ct‘en of aerial navigation had bee; sglved. The ship or car is butlt from a newly cdiscovered




2

;ectrscvt . He was 1nfcr|ed that five of ships were bull' at @ small town in Iowa. Soon the

ublic. Ap jsmense stock cospany™is now Geing oreed and within the
e in general use. 7

“Mr. Wichols lives at Josserand, Trinity County, Texas, and will convince any credulcus one by
=hcu‘ng the place where the ship rested.”

44}
Tx) Post of April 23, 1897, printed the fcllowing:
¥ xas, pril 23.-Mr. John M. Barcliay, living near this place, reports thet last night
, after havxng retired, he heard his dogs barking furiously, together with a win
noise, He went to the door te ascertazin the trouble anc saw sosething, he cays, make hic eyes tulg
out, and tut for the fact that he had been reading of an airship that was supposed to have been in or
over Texas, he would have taken to the woods. It was a peculiar shaped body, with an oblong shape
with winge and side attachments of varicus sizes and shapes. There were brilliart lights, which
:;E::?Ea'iuth brighter than electric lights. When he first saw it, it secaed perfectly stationary
about fifty vards free the groend, It circled a few times and gradually descended to the ground :n 2
as ure zdjacent o his heuse. He took his Winchester and went down to investigzte. As soon as the
ip, or shatever it might te, althte the I‘gﬁfs went out. The night was bright encugh for @ man
to be distinguiched several yards, and shen within about thirty yerds cf the ship he was &gt Juanl
iy ;grta.. ho requested his tc lay his gun aside, as no hara was intended, Whereupon the
pring cohverction ensued: )
Fr. Barclay inquired: "Who are you and what do you want?®
*Never sinc about my name; call it Saith. [ want scae lubricating cil and a couple of cold
gyisels if you can get thes, and sose hluestnne.mmmuer
articie and the telegraph operator has the bluestone. Here is a $10 billy take it and get up thoce
artitles and keep the change for your trouble.® - A ———
8. Barclay said: “Khat have you got down there? Let se go and see it.” .
He who wanted to be called Smith said: “No, we can not persit you to epproach any nearer, but
zt #e reguest you ant your kindness will be uppreclated and we will tall on you come fature daz an
eciprorate your kindness by taking you on a trip.* —_—
Barciay went and procured the oil and cold chisels, but could net get the bluestone, They
E n ) H
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¢ thznge an aj cendered his the $10 biil, but case was refused,

The man shook hands with hie and thanked his cordially and asked that he rot follow his to the
veesel, &z he leéi, Mr, Barclay calied to him and asked hise where he was froe and where he was going.
He replied froz anyshere, “but we will be in Breece day after tosorrow.®

{e pct on board, when There was again the whiring noise, and the thing was gone, as ¥r, Barclay
expresses it, like 3 shot out of a gun. Mr. Barclay is perfectly relj y
LB

Mr, Weodford Brooks, S tregsurer of the Polytechnic street . 15 the iastest
Fort Worth man to report having seen the famcus zir ship, and he relates circupstances with such

SET1CUSNESS and accuracy as to leave no doubt in the listener’s mind that he tells facte.

Yesterday morning about 9:30 o'clock, while riding on a street car past the new city park, Kr.
Brocks caw the strange aerial visitor resting pp the ground out in the park near the river,
Accospanied by the ectorsan, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Brocke went into the park for a clecser inspection of the
, but was met soae distance froe that vescel by the capiain who gave his name as ﬂdeal]. Hr.

ks had a short interview with the captain, who said that the destination cf hiaself and crew,
h was composed of twelve gen, was the Cit igo. Mr. Brooks ingquired of the captain if he
think thirteen an unlucky nuaber to mzke the trip, when that gentleman laughingly repiigd that
v were all protected by wearing Mexican opals.

¥r. Brooks éeclared that the ship is a splendidly ecuiped machineg, aregelled by electricity,
ich ic furnishec by : It appears that the captain anc cr ctonk the

which i ] ctorage bat . pears r n 3nC Crew wate
woris clant near the park fer an electric plant, and had descended from their great distance Z00VE th

o '!

aterial that has the property of self-custenance in the air, and the motive power is highly cordenced

77



earth for the purpose
aistake they decided to utiTize wha
away.,

Wr. Brooks telephoned The Register océfice last night that he had just received a telegram freg
Captain Randall, who stated that the ship and crew had arrived {7 SarATonio sately and would leave
‘E!EEEEE'?E?'?EE Cityeof Mexice, where they expected to arrive in two days at least. They expect to
return by the way cf Fort Worth in about a week.

-Froa the Register of Fort Worth, Ty., April 24, 1897

rocuring a supply of slectricity for their ship. Upon learning their
ey had left 1n eaking rip to San Antoniz, and spon sailed

45.)
e Houston {TX) Post of April 25, 1897, prinied the following:
"Voun*ze Texas, April 24.-The much talked of air ship vicited Kountze last night. It was first

seen by Captain H. R, Hooks and A, W. Hodges, who are both responsible aen. In descending it punctured
e ————rE

MLE“L’EE;; and will have to stay over sevgiﬁ&w_rm‘:
"Any cne wishihg to see it may do so by coming to Kountze any time before Monday night, as it

will take until then to get it in flying order.
*The ship is fifty feet in length and about twenty fcet wide; shaped ccmewhat like a cigar. There

are tx on board her, They give their nases as Wilsen and Jackson. They will move nortn avter
anday'l Mﬂ

47.}

The Knoxville {TN} Tribune of April 25, 1897, printed a very lengthy dispatch from Chattanooga,
Tn., dated April 24, It alleges that the airship landed nearby in crder for repairs to he sade. The
craft was "the exact shape of a shad, ainus head and Tail® and had two large nings equipped with
knuckle and socket jeints so that the wings could be soved up and down, back and forth. It is egquipped
with two engines, cne electrical and one gasoline. It had a nine foot diameter propellor which turned
at 900 rpa, The body was filled with hydrogen and had 2 lifting capacity of 1800 pounds. The passenger

car was ping Qz four fest and made of aluminum and basboo., The propeller was connected to 3 generater
which praduced the electricity for the c&3fcn A reporter saw it land and 1asediztaly went

m
ty the spat. He fo;nd tglJﬂﬂL*Dl’ soeg | naer;nw an it. One of the gen xdsﬂtz**ed "*anz‘g i ‘Q;ﬂr.

ntly abau 43 years o!n. He was attired in 3 suit of =erviteah‘e tueed, uiih sack zsat. His

af 'on, w#ho was probably ten years his junior, whoam he introduced gg Henry J. Morris
{ra ., also the home of the professor, was similarly attired.® Davidson stated that he had
been tcr' in Edinburgh, Scotland, and settled near §ilmington, NC, {8 years ago. He began working om
tha airship 3t that tize. He met Morris and they became partners. Trhey moved o Denver and then to
acramento, Thez built the ship with parts froa different sections of the country. They laft
fagraannio.abeut 2 acnth 2ge, went down the coast, passed over Los Angeles, and since has passed over

every state. They averaged abcut 93 miles per hour. Orce the repairs were cospistsd they left. “The
regorter who wrote the above article is scsetimes in the habit of stretching his isagination instead
gf his legs. The editor does not undertake to say which he relied on in gatting up the atove
story.-Editor.”
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the Washington (PA) Observer of fpril 26, 1897, printed a lcng s*ary about the airship landing
thers and the crew spent the day, April 24th, in town, The s Was~ viewed by
2 reporter, The story went that he and a group of sen were living in the Buckies, There was 2 young
zan in the group whese name was Wonders and under his direction they buiit an airship. "We made the
first stop at Carson City to cee the Corbett Fitzsiszaons fight, but as it was all a bluff we got sick
and tired of it after the first four rounds and pulled cut.® “Why, we tried to sail by Topeka when the
legislature was in session and actually the 2ir was so laden with that populist smell that we could
only go about four ailes an hour." They then went to Chicago where "Altgeld heard of us and 2s it was
but a fen davs Eafore the Chicage election he case out and wanted us to heip cwell the Desocratic

/00



pajority,* The rest of the article tontinues with political cuts like the above. It gave ne real
inforastion roncerning the airship nor the inventor,

49.)

The Houston (TX) Post of April 28, 1B97,printed a dicpatch fros Rusk, Tx,, dated fpril 25, It
concerned a sighting which occurred at "2:30 o'clock last night®. The witress was awaken by & rcaring
ntise and saw a large object 100 feet up and 200 yards away. He le?t and returned with another witness

nd they found that the airship had landed and scae men were nerk*ng on _the wings. One of the ne*
ik {cr scae 20 penny nails, which he was given. The wings were eet long, the craft 275 fce

Y nv n.

long and 12 feet deep. It uced coapressed air at 130 psi. It had g ights at each end und 13
BT ant green side lighis. The inveator came fros Wisconsin and said he built fivE of the airships in
&v
2 smzil town in Kamsas, !
0.}

aripn (0} Daily Star of May 1, 1897, printed 2 long article about the sighting by & Star
scrif e on fApril 30th. The writer was riding home on his bicycie when he saw the airship descending and
ke went in that direction., “When he advanced fros the thick growth of underbrush under cover of shich
fe had approached the airship and presented his card to the larger of the {wo occupants of the car, he
was Quite cordially grested and invite¢ to partake cf the repast which tﬁ;§~:;;3-3§73?753. The scride
declined the invitation but did accert a Tine Bavans WRTTT wat proffered him, and while hunting for a
eatch and lighting the weed stole a glance at the strange craft before his.

*The car in which rode the two navigators of the heavens was perhaps & X 10 feet in size and
three feet deep and was cuspended froe a cylinder, pointed at toth ends and fully forty feet long, by
tour cteel tubes. While resting con the ground these tubes suppcried the cylinder ang the apparatus
propelling it, consisting of four eight foot turbine wheels extending herizontally above the cylinder
and similar wheels a' the rear of the cylinder and on either side perhaps ten feet froe what, in a
beat, weeld be called ite stern. At the center of the cylinder hung {wo planes, perhaps five feet side
and eighteen feet long, used to ascend or descend obliguely and, as the scribe jater learned, as &
sprt of brake to lecsen the speed after the propeliing power had been shut off,

I
né

t was evident that the ship was progeiled bz electrxc:ty but rothing to produce it wes szem and
the inference ic that au eréul storage batteries are ed in some of the many locikers about fhe
&

he gen identisied *neeselves as Charles Ross and William Patterson ang that the name of the
SJip wac the “Air Queen. — !

e rest-of the article contained degrading comsentc by the aeronauts concerning verious Chis
political figures.

The Daily Statesman of fustin, Te., of May 7, 1897, reported that Reprecentative Hiil of Travis
hat seen the airship.

‘Oz the night of May i, while visiting Hyde Park, the airship wac faintly visible to the south of
the park, soving slowly. It bacase scre distinct as it drew nearer uatil it case to standstz!l very
nearly over where we ctood, gradually settling on the ground in 2 few feet of us. We hailed the

S4Rkgin, who ancwered us in good, ancient Greek that hig was the reer adairal of the Breek squadren
irehi on guty in the Aserican atscsphere, and that hic flag shig, Eureka, wasn
™

of

airshice, now

for inspecticn, We were respectfully requested tc examine and report to the Twenty-Fifth legislature
her dimensions, elpcirir sachinery, and arsasent, the nueber and character of her officers and crew
and the object 5?=%%;L:?;TT'TE-EGZTiif’?gg—gﬁiﬁﬁ of the ship is that of the comson migratory crane,
vith an elactric battery of i gwer contained within, connecting by wires with the wings, feet,
neck, and tail, enabling each to move seperately or sisultaneously, at the will of the electric
enginesr, The exact length of the ship froe the point of the bill te the tip of the taITTETIV feet.
The needlights are the eyes of the crene, that can be opened or closed at the will of the engineer.
They are each lighted by a 1000 cancle power incandescent light, either of which can be so directed as
to cast its light on zll parts of the aluminue bird and made 1{ appear as a star of the third

et
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ragnitude at a distance. There are no guns or cannon of any character on this ship. It is well stored
nith csall dynagits shells, to be dropped an the eneay telow in time of war. It is certainly capable
of doing sore damage to an enemy than any TRVERTTOMUY the nineteenth century. The cfficers are a
captain, twc lieutenants, two iookouts, two electric engineers, four shell droppers and one linguist
capab.e ot coeaking the lanquape ot any country to WITTE the chip say te ordered."No two sen, except
the tinguist, speak the same language and no two are of the same nationality. The aan who spoke
Englich showed Mr. Blackburn in the hold of the ship were he had been since he teft, and we were
inforeed that the enoineer was filling him with dynamite and at the proper time he would be dropped
into the granite capitol f low up 2oth legislature. The captain inforzed us that it
was the opinicn of the allied powers that ncthing short of that or the sound of Gabriel's truspet
sculd cause the 25th legislature to pass the platfors desands znd adjourn.”

The following appeared in the Logan (D) Journal-Bazette of May &, 1897, as a coerrespondence +roa
Laural Run:

*Saturday evening (May 1) a party of loafers were lounging on the saw-will platéorm just above
the dza, when they heard 2 strange ruabling, apparently in the southwest; as the weather was cloudy
@nd it was growing dusk, nothing could be seen, but a huge dark lsoking monster in mid air ceeaingiy
Maing.ro tiie ground. Sose of the crowd were held spellbound, scme were on the verge of springing inteo
the rivery they preierred.i.HQSEEx_g;jxg in preference to the stomach of the furious lcocking bird, One
of the crowd being a subscriber to the Glouster News yelled ‘Air ship! Air ship!' By this tise, the
troad had their right presence of mind, then followed a sad rush to see the airacle of the age which

had landed near the waters edge, they found to their asazement that it carried guns, as does & slcop
12 Yice

ot war, I airal intorsed the boys their intention to hara no one, but to kesp their distance;

the ship took on four barrels of water; they gave no inforeation except they had left Cincimnati about
t1ve ¢ clock the sase evening and they were on their way to the patent office to patent soae
inventions cn the aachine, then followed a ruabling noise, the wizard slowly ascend€d to the heavens
ang vanished froa cight.”

e7

et

The fcllowing appeared in the St. Louis (0) Post Dispatch of Kay 4:

*lenny Lind, Ark., May 3.--Editor Post Dispatch: We of Jenny Lind are no longer skepticai. The
ip has coae and gone, About 7:30 last night, our citizens were aroused by the cry érom a dozen

airshi
25 in town, “Airship! Airship!’ The whole town turned cut to see the long-locked-for wonder. [t
ar
t
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1
ed fros the northeast, moving in a southwesterly direction. It rase directly over the town, and
approached the office of the Western Coal and Mining Co. it veered to the right and took a
norihwesterly direction, passing directly over the Christian Church, where Rev. Munn is holding a
serigs of aeetings,
"His subject was Elijah’s translation. Just as he was telling of the sagnificent iilumination
that surrounded Elijah the congregation heard the cry of airship. In the rush to get cut of the church

frs. Berry, Mrs, Staut and two other ladies were seriously injured.
“The ship came down gear a.spring at the foot of the acuntain, near Oid Town, and #r. Elijah

Holenbeck, fssistant Superintendent of the Mines, Prof. Phelps and Jases Davis got on their bikes and
tcilowed it. At the Spring they conversed wilh the occupants. The manager and owagr of the gueer
vessel gave his nase as Beorge T1112, The gent]oNsy mith hmmﬁfﬁ Joseph Eddleaan,
Now here is the only 4i£3;‘3§71'3?'fﬁ5-stcry. They had & swan with thes which they said they had
caught in flight.

"Mr. Eddlesan told Mr. Holenbeck that they could eove at a speed one-third faster than the
fastest flight of birds and that they subsisted a great deal on birds taken in flight. They sees to
have perfect control of the monster, for cuch it seeas to us.

"Last night’s excitesent will long be reseabered by the pecple of Jenny Lind. Groups of sen and
woaen reaained on the streets discussing the matter and awaiting the return of Mr. James Davis, whe
accoapanied thes to Huntington. They cffered anyore 2 fres ride with them and Mr. Davis was the cnly
cne who weuld take the seeeing risk, and then enly after they had assured him they would land hia at

[0 R



3! ¢ desired, On this assurance Mr. Davis entered the car and took pascage for Humtingtor,

ec away. They made the flight of fifteen ailes in ten sinutes, Mr. L. Jaeison, our
sent a teas to bring Wr, Davis back, but up to-the time of writing they have not returned,
. Davic telephoned Mrs. James Davis that he had landed all right.
Clavd M. Rees
Joseph Hooker.
Should your readers doubt this, we refer thea teo Elijah Holenbeck, Ascistant Superintendent;
, #holesale deaier in ice creza and confections; Jack Jamison, livery and sale stable; Rev.
or Christian Church.
25 to the veracity of these pecple, I refer you to Mr. R, M. McDowell, Beneral Manager of

the western Coal and Mining Co., corner of Sixth and Locust streets, 5t. Louic
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"Ar. BcDowell was found in the offices of the Western Coal and Mining Co., Ecuitable Building,
*es:ay gorning, He read the above.
*'Yes,  caid he, "I know all those perscns. Ke have extensive works at Jenny Lend. I don't
underctand the letter, though, It is very strange.”

£}

n

The Atkins (AK) Chronicle of May 7, 1897, reported that<§§§=§g£pnxéf__hud been inferse é)thatgﬁhe

airshiz uwwy__a les from town o:;__t_t_e_jr_kansg_&uer on the evening of May ith,
Rccon panied by J. H. Fry, they went to the said site, Akout 8 o'clock the arrived at the site and
found l M. Whiteside who said that “something like a box car with wings® had passed 130 feet over his
hea¢, He pointed to some uprooted trees and said that it passed over so fast that ihe gind pulled the
trees up, They went in the direction that it was traveling. .

“&tler proceeding about one mile we emerged from & heavy growth of tisber and brush upon a pretty
green spot on the river bank, when our nostrils were greeted with the delicicus oder of sisaering
i e iooked, and in the green spot rested the mcst peceliar ‘onqug object we
nad ever gazed "pon. was 60 {eet long by 25 feet wide, and 20 feet high. Win istening steg!
& x 4 feet were upon each side, and at each end were also wings of steei, but ccae snalle' The body
of the chip was made gf thp post delicate steel and was painted a cark red. & jaunty little cabin

.

ccupied the center of the deck fros whence case the gdor of cg:x;ng. As we approached the ship 2 man
with & heavy red bearg and a pleasant face stepped to the low railing and greeted us.

*He gtated that his naee wag R. R. Flver.gf Parsons, Kansas, and that he was the inventgr of the
nonderful air s:1p he invited us on board and showed us some of the werkings of the air spip, It
works by electricity; by touching a button the batterigs are put in motion unxtn starts the stegl

RingE &OVITG Fe gre:t ship bounds into the air. A great headlight similer to thoSe used on
Ipconctives is attached to the front end which furnishes the light to travel by during the night. By
touching another button a fine steel netting drops over and coapletely arcund the ship. The netiing i
tullet procé and in time of danger makes those inside absolytely sate. Mr. Flyer inforeed us that hi
..-r;r-ﬁﬁfﬂ'ln traveling was 100 miles an hour. A young san nazed Giequies, alsc of Kanses,

nied him, and a peoro man tegd as cook.

c we were 1eaving the ship from some unknown cause the ship started up, and the writer tusbied
gver the railing in a hurry, having no desire to take a trip to the clouds. Prot. Fry, however, was
f f

§

<

1

ortunate, and as the airship bounded intu the air the Professcr was equng trantic efforte to

30 feet from the earth, He gave a whoop and Ju-ped, and our artxst here portr«ys his gra'efL' desce
tc terra firsa.

"%c the airship gracefully floated ocut over the river, Mr, Flyer waved his hat ac a farewell, and
soon the ship was but a speck ir the sky and flying with great speed toward the south.®

830

The airship stery which Constable John d. Sulpter and e Eu*z Sheri4f John Mclemcre related toc s
Hot Springe Semtinel reporter the other right on their return fros a midnight trip beyond Sugar Loat
mountain cybjected thes to the jokes and gxbe= of their ér:ends, says the Little Reck Democrat.,  They,

(3



roq

however, aost seriously maintain that it is absclutely true, and their earnestness is puzzling sany,
who while unable to accept the story as a fact, yet see that the amen are not jesting. In order to
convince their friends of their sincerity at least, Constable Suspter wrote out the following
statesent, detailing their discovery, to which he and Mr. Mclemore 2ade affadavit:

"¥hile riding northwest from this city of the night of May &, 1897, we noticed a brilliant light
high in the hzavens. _Suddenly it disappeared and we said nothing about it, as we were lcoking for
parties and did not want to make any noise. After riding four or five miles around through the hiils
w2 2Jain saw the light, which now appeared to be auch nearer the earth. We stopped our horses and
natched it coeing down, until all at once it disappearsd behind another hill, ¥We rode on about half a
aile turther, when our horses refused to go further. About a hundred yards distant, we caw &

RETEORS moving around with iights, Drawin inchesters-for we were now thoroughly arouse;gto the
isportance of the situatien-we demandeds “Who is that, and what are you doing?’ an with a long
dary beard case forth w#ith 2 lantern in his hand, and on being inforaed who we were, proceeded to
us that he and the others-a young 2an and a woman-sere traveling through the couatry in an airship.
#e could plainly distinguish the ouriives o+ the vessel, which was cigar-chaped and about sixty feet
iong, looking just like the cuts that have appeared in the papers recently. wag dark and rzining
and the young san was fijling a big cack with water about thirty yards away, and the woean was
articuler to keep back in the dark. Ghe was holding an usbrella over her head. The san with the

invited us to take a ride, caying that he could take us where it was not raining. We told
hig we believed we preterred to get wet.

"scking the man why the brilliant light was turned on and off =0 auch, he repiied that the light
was so powerful that it consused a great deal of his motive power. He said ha would like to stop oé¢
in Hot Springs for a few days and take t t baths, but his tise was limited and he could nct, He
szid they were going to wind up at Nashville, Tenn., after thoroughly seeing the country. Being in a
harry we lett and upon our return, about forty ainutes later nothing was to be seen. We did not hear
ar see the airsnip ahen it departed.

“John &. Suspter, Jr.
*John M'lepore

“Sehsgribed and =worn to before aze this Bth day of May, 1897.
"C. B. Bush, J.P.

-7ros the Daily News Record of Fort Samith, Ak., Yay 13, 1897

(38
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The Fortland {(OR! Telegram of Decesber 2, 1894, printed an article based on a letter received
érom a tormer resident now working for one of the San Francisco papers. He wrote that he ge? the
inventor of the airship in San Mateo county ten days ago. He reported that he even tlew in 1%, “The
ITERIPIn Ahich 1eade ay ascent is 22 feet long, 7 feet of team, as we would tera it in nautical
zariance, and 7 1/2 feet high froa the ground. It is serely a rough aode! for experiasen! i
devoid of all the slegant and coafortable interior fittings later alrships planned atter this &
will contain.” He claised they flew over Lo Angeleg at_gn altitude of five miles,

-

The ¥earney (NB) Daily Hub of March 1, 1897, reprinted an articie which appeared in the Woman's

ot Beatrice, Nb. It was in the fors of a letter written by Anten Pallardy, an alleged

tigt frca the Black Hills, He stated that the airship was built in 3 country known as "Mauvais
shich was northwest of Nebraska. He and i hip in order that

le Leneath its path would becoae fa with it. The ship was descrided as “soeething like a

§

yary e uzbrella with a transparent covering. This large umbrella is issediately above the car,
which alse contains the iittle asotor for operating the large wings immediately above the uabrelia.
These wipss are expande - d at the pleasure‘z?sfﬁg'gﬂgineer. Suspended above and sttachss
to these wings are two very thin, alusinua balloons containing the new gas, heliua, Immediately
betwesn the wings is another sealler ustrella-like affair that can bte zade to revolve very rapidly,
for g purpose [ dare not disclose to you.” :




——
- 8.)
The tcllowing story appeared in the Saginew (I} Ccurier Herald cof kpril 22, {897:
"Luszeraan Quinnin set awaiting his chance in Snyder’s tonsorial pariors the other day and after
reading what Officers Halsey and Foley had said about the airship in Saturday’s Courier-Herald
- remarked:
“'well, as sly as they keep it, that airship was in this city during that night. ! receiver worg
from 3 C.tv 11 aterman anc goal segler over 'he phune in the sorning that he had received z call
-— from " - - ing o+ real at gore §9 fuel her airship

y and as they di¢ not have gquite encugh on hend there, that fe

4t @ her tp tome to the coal minec 2t Saginaw to 4111 out the caroe,’
- gingly, an empicyes of the night force of the coal miners was interviewed on the subject
With thic resully -
"'¥ez, we heard a ¥nifring noice approaching from the north. Scunced like the hoofbeat of fastly
running horses on an asphalt pavesent, %ext, e noticed a red and green iight in the air soving atone
hand en fast that ot zeemed a stream of red and green fire, It camse so rapidly, that befcre we couls
gichange 3 cozen words, a boat-sheped machine was directly over our heads and was beirg loweres to ihe
groung, Some of the colered men #erking in the aine are very superstitious, and the velocity with
- shich they got away from that machine could be egualied in speed only by the sachine itself. The hcist
boes hat been reading about the mystericus airship, however, and he reald eﬁ at once that that was the
chiect now befare us. In 2 minute, 2 ‘ga;n;rg voice frcm sceeuncfe in the ship asked to speak with the
- sine boss, She szid this was the aerial ship ‘Pegasyc,’ that her hychand b«' spent 18 years inveriing
t

that he suddenly expired the day the last intricate p‘E'E of sachinery had been adjusted in 1%
ce for the sucressful maiden trip of the first and only airship 1p the werld, that she in ceapany
ith the {ug gen now in her eapioy had been the CGnstant cospanicns of the inventor, and that atter
- his Ggelh near the Nordh Fole, che had cecided to make the initial trip. She had made by two stops-one
o the Fennsylvnla coel ‘1e‘d5 anc the other here. She wanted o purchase 300,000 tons of cpal. én

rig ted math the ship was set in motion and in less than Eﬁir y sinutes tng 12BENSE
pst endezvered to get sufficiently near the chip to see the working of the
rrents ot sleciricit co_pletelv shocked and qM: ihg yolugfeered
ne lady ceutioned all to keep away, saying that no one on this earth

gave her & copy of the Batt
ity a ‘ew nxghts previous, &
the fioon oftice. The lady !
grrespond with the eanm in th

ghe tried t 4
i cated that tne ecitor of the Moo hag
guainted perscrall harlie E' rnes, city editor of the Moon, ant knous
aré veratity. Charlie never tock a drink of anything in hic life stronger
Iy teeperate that he wouid not use either tea or coffee. Charlie mignt have
eaplioyees whe fiscoveret the needle anc letter, But he would never

o -

the ship went straight intc the air, circled around a fea

ts bear.” ¢, and heade? direct for Reynclds, Mich., at which place the
ust s;op ta inquire how the farser was whos her 9 1/2 toot engineer had kicked and

hip, She said while anchored thers for repairs to electric machinery, the crowd bet a!E

3 CHEN in
— ! ’ e
zo curicus that it was necessary 10 use force te Xecp Thes away, 1+ the san is =er10u51y hurt she wil

-e is 1aeensely uealthy. Froe Beynolds, the chip was scheduled to return to the

"" lfl

S - N
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The Wanowoe (WD) Gazette of April 15, 1897, printed & story which said the airshy s invented
- oy “Frof, Bald of tpe Incane Infireary of isce” and he ctole his idea trom "Darius Green.
Jinfe hig tests were succ E=s§ul, he mace arrangesents to fly te Rashington but "as he expetted te get
13

ing the mail, he would have to stop over at Wanowoo, and see the future




postaaster of the thriving city, and arrange for the service there as Wanowoc is fast becoming the
greatest aail order town in the world. He stopped and picked up Harve Douglass and they flew on to
Wzchington, *Having dined with Postaaster Eerry, Harve proceeded to business and scon convinced Berry
of the magnitude of the mail order business carried on in Wancwoc, and also secrued his promise of
appointaent as pastaaster.® They even visited with President McKinley. They then headed back to
Wanowor atter 'stcpg}ng for dinner in Cleveland and supper at Chicags.”

&80,)
The Evening Republican of Decatur, Il., of April 15, 1897, ran a very long article concerning an
airship inventor, A repurter for the paper eet I i
g airehin, Th
dehlrﬂ or airship was cnapusn gs.0f aluaipye, each 43 feet in length, and
eight feet in diaseter at the center, tapering %o a point at the bow and stern. The two were bound
together by slender but exceedingly strong stesl rods.® The floor was aade gf pine apd a cabin, large
encugh for 3 or & people, was fitted with divans and provisions. Devonbaugh refused to show the power
sgurce but said that it was electricity "gensrated by a new process which he wished to perfect and
cover with letters of patent betore allowing the secret to pass into cther hands.” It had wings that
were hinged to the sides ad these were the saae size as the craft. "The raising and propelling power
sere derived from é:ffe ‘rothascopes,’ cosposed of ranvass and steel ribs which wsare attached to
revolving sasts and whrew could be set at any desired angle.® INE rudder was operated by a whes}.
Atove the revolving sasts were two more sasts which supported a parachute in case of accident, At a
later date, the reporter sven took a trip pn it. ﬂgl‘ﬂz_-aag_fzz;_gszggbaugg, her sister, and 3 hured
san tock a §light 1n it. fﬁ??’;ﬁTT;?‘ff’§;§~3? the barn, threw over several large ircn weights, and it
rose. Devonbaugh putied @ lever and the steel aast began to revolve and it rose faster and ¢aster.
Then the wings were extended and the position of the *rothascopes® were changed and it bﬂgan te aove
forward, He was teld they were 2,000 feet up, going at &5 miles an hour, and that a Was
Chicago. When they were over Chicago, they turned on all the lights of tﬁe shi startie the pecols
below. The reporter tied a rock to a copy of the Republican and threw it overbeard, &fter ciriling
zhout Chicage for szeveral hours, they headed back to Vandalia. "Mr. Deveonbaugh states that he has peen
1 ocorrestandss 17 junts and if certain arrangesents can be made the ship will b
tz Luba and used against the . The etfect which dynamite boasbe may cause when they

kS

The Tribune of Eddyville, la., of April 23, 1397, printed the follcwing:

% gentlesan whe resides north of town and his word we have no reason to doubt, declares that the
.ster ship came to earth a few miles west of here in order that cogs repairs a,ght be aage on fﬂe
wdercus 2achinery used to propell the asrial craft, The ship was sanned & t 23 sen and j 7
tiae in which the enginesers were engaged in saking the necsssary recazrs, ihe deck Ranrds st
ut through the tiaber in uany dxrectxors, evidently zaking a geclogicdl study of thi aundan.
here, and when the whistle sounded for all aboard, it was suppecsed that all had responded and the
:-::FEEPerft pulled in her anchors and qct under good headway, @ nusber of farmers hastened to the
spot fros which the craft was seen to start, while investigating the surraunuxngs and carefully
exasining the potatoe peel and corn husk which b n dugped cut through the window, a
strange ! """3353"%:5;?33?'73’33'335earance and seewed 2i40st frantic, on discovering that the
hip ha 0l eparture and ke had been left.

"His language was like anything ever heard and his looks were entirely different froa any husan
crezture ever seen by living men, The inforaant says That the stranger has been put in a cage and is
FETRG Yent rorTTNSRECTIIM Ty scientists. It was further stated that the persons in charge of the ship
were not inhabitants of Mars or the moon as has been supposed but wers fros a country beyenc the Narth
Pole. the Tribune hcp 3L 1nis ang this explanation will te satistactory and that the theory will
5?1Ekepted by the public in general as a final solution to the great mystery.®
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The New Drieans (LA} Times-Picayune of April 25, 1897, printed an interview with Rabbi £, Levy,
of Beaumont, Tx., who was irn town seeing his niece.
*'You can take sy word for it,’ seid he, ‘that the airship is ro eyth,

H heard a good ceal
beut it, but placed little rel:ance in the stories that were circulated, and

ad
cubted until the soeent

o Ir

-

I saw it. It was about ten days 2go on a farm about two miles fros Beausont, which is sy hose. fbout

10 ‘=iock that night the whole country arscund was aroused by the report that the airchip had been

seen and that it had aiighted on a fara near by. My curicsity was aroused and I went to cee it. !

learned that they hat stopped tg lay in z fresh supply of water, It was dark as p tc“ then, and | )
could see very little except the outlines ot the shis, It was about (30 fest ln- the bedy being

ing 4 chuttlec used in ap ordinary sewing sachine, On either sxde WETE 1BEETEE
. s ————
Tt seemed to be mace of some light saterizl, what, [ covld met cay, |

e he weat intc the farmer’c house anﬁ‘z_ggg_ha.ns_ngiﬂ_ﬁig. It ig run Dy

+ , but asplied 1 do not krow. Yesy I did hear him say where it was built, but
tan't reaesber the name ot the place, or the nage of the invertocr, He said that they hed been
traveiing a great deal, and were issting the machine, T was so duabiounded that I could not frace an
intelligent guestion to ask, ;?r;:iﬁ;;3'3'333’5773 you but very seager details. One thing I do know,
ang that ic that an airship is an accomplished fact, for I have seen it, and many of my friends have
seen 3% flying in the &ir.”
L;'\

The Cincinnati (B} Engquirer o‘ April 25, 897, printed 3 very long article dispatched ¢rc
ter, Ohic, of Aprii 24th. It reported that severai evenings ago, a #an was on his way hoge
timore, D., ang .urcaster tetueer an nd ¢ u'tlock. Suddenly, Ric horse becase highly

g
oras of two sen uho were tgnve'szng in an ungngua language. He went closer and set the men. One was
+
apparently Oriental and the other was Agerican or English. They wanted to know wha and ihe
3] 14

it X
g atout the airship. The uatnass happennd to have a copy.nd the Eng;;rer ang b

r
gal

<Y

were saying

save it to them. He was told that they had been on a six month experipental trip, The snip mas call
ar "aeribarque.” "The contrivance itself was & st'=n"e niece of sechanisk, and steod frog i2 to il
+ oker halé, or cer, was an obleng square & by & feet. The upoer hald, an eicngsted

1
greatest diameter, graduaily diminiching and term'na*lng in rounget
B 1S to 18 feet. The frame zppeared to be a wire networy, only
cize~an inch in dianeter on the botiom and sides of the car, grsn:ng sealler
t the top of the elongated globe they were not more than a quarter of

her at close intervals and in bcth directions agross th
gt, then curved inwzrd till they neeriy eet. Then ou

bottes, and ran
tula <
they foraed the coapiete rircle of the cuter frase of the elongated
E
ly

, upkarcs and

p

. ¢

aretue spokern of in tbe papers. Inside of this upper network was a bag cr ba

y inflated,

zar had Orientgl rugs on the floor anc luggege, blankets, Canned gu ds, ang th

slared in varicus parts of the car, Ha caw & series of buttons that contreiled the 1
propetler, and the flow of gas to the balloon, The ship then leti toward Newark,

The Cincinnat! 10} Engquirer of April 27, 1897, printed a dispatch from Bradfere, 0., dated April
26th, It read: h
*lavid Brant, Uscar Richards, and Colonel Michael Roach, all geputable citizens of this place,

claim to have seen the airshi descend near here, and t at they talked to the occupants, one an
Englichaan and the others :11g coae fereign Jangyage.”
.

[
wn

The Belwood (NB) Bazette of April 20, 1897, printed the following under the title “Luxeaburg
EES i )
ftemg™s
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*Pote Brown claias to know all about the airship. He says:'! have seen it, I fhad a ride in it, !
dined upon its decks three ailes above the earth, the captain is a aan, nasmed Thospson, he took ae over
T:E"33?33-3E73ﬁE3'E7’3;EF-FE::TT-;ﬁ-F;;-?EEE'TBr governorship. |De airshii-uas builf jp a resote
corner of Phil Smith's island, where the sounds of the hameer and saw were deadened and where no stray
passers ever chance, Fred Morgan is snginesr and the aan who struck Pat Murphy is Seccnd Mate. The
ship is run by wind collected by following up Billy Bryan during his caapaign tour. It is a very
interesting vessel.  For further particulars see Pete Breouwn. '

Tiddly Winks,”

b6,

The Houston {(T}) Post of &pril 30, {897, publiched a letter to the editor by 4. C, Lagrone of
Deadwocd, Texas. It stated:

"hout 3 o'clock p.a., I heard sy horses-old gentle work stock-snorting, running and bucking
around Iike a drove of brenchos on a regular staspede. On going cut to ay lot to see what could have
alarmed thee, I sighted about 2 quarter of a mile off arnd seemingly about 300 feet froa the earth a
very brilliant and variegated light, coaing fros southwest and headed northeast, traveling rapidly. It
would ac:asiunaily agke a circle, and now and then be reflected down to the earth, virtualiv turning &

very dark and cloudy night inta day. After hovering around for a fow aiﬁuies it graduaily descenged in

an agen tield nearby, I, by this time, having recognized it as the airship, went directly to the place
ot landing, and on arrival found the ship cf about the same sake up as given by varicus
correspondents. Its crew was cocaposed of five men, three of who entertained sme, while the other two
togk rubber bags and went for @ supply of water at sy well, 100 yards off. They inforsed ze that this
#as gne e shios that had been traversing the country over recently; and that this individual
ship was the same one recently landed near Beavaont, in this state; after having traveled pretty well
21l over the Northwest. They stated that these shipg were put_up in an interior town in [llinsis. They
were rather reticent about giving out information in regards to the ships, manufacture, etc., since
they had pot vet cagyred everything by patent, but stated they would socn be secure in this, and
szpacted to establish a factery in St. Louis at an early day, and would at once enter into active

the railroads ‘ﬂr passenger traftic; especially i transcomtinental travel. They
stated that they could shorte ntic to Pacific two to thres days. The ship’s crew were
careful not to forget earthly thxrgs theugh traveling in the heavens. There were well sugplied with
gdibies of 11 soris-likesisa drinkables; had a good supply of beer and chaspagne, fisa had
SN oT musical instrusents.® >

S

The Lonverse County Herald of Lusk, Wy., of May &, 1897, reprinted an article froa an undaled
issue of the Buffalc Voice. It ctated that abeut 2 o'clock on Friday afternoon, many saw a saall blatk
cloud soving slowly froa the southwest. It was coon recognized as the airship and & crowd quickly

araed with field glasses and telescopes. "It looked though %o e of a conical
nt at one end that Jooked like the propeijer gf 2 vessel. Tug wings extendsd froa sach st
t the tize the ship was seen were stationary, and the ship was sailing Like s large bird.
#hen the ship got directly over the town it stupped and the excitement asong the targs crowd
van it became intense, for it was thought ths wings would clage and the great artificial bird
tle down, but such was not the case. It could be seen that there were soving chjects aboard,
r shape or size could not be distinguished, but Mr. Proctor, who had 3 very powertul teles
would not lend to anyone else, declared that Re could distinctly see five men and sai

therad al shape, with an
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d they

zr] down wiich was wound on a reel.

*Such proved to be a fact, for a few minutes later an object was seen descending and when it

reached the ground in front of Halter s ice house it proved to ke a basket. A rush was sade for it an
was quickly opened by Mayor T, P, Hill, who was given precedence. In the hottom of the baskat ihere

%35 2 piece of lead weighing about three pounds, and there was alsa g notp. The note was quickly

spened. It was found to be written in a foreign lancuage, which the aaver cculd net read. Br. K. CL

Jensen said it was Danish and volunteered to read it. The Mayor hznded it to him, and he read as

foilows: et

d
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*'In air, 3,400 feet-To the Hon, eayor and council- gsﬁtxe&en' We ask you for aid in the shape of
$eed, There are tive of us in this air ship. We jeft ig, Denmark, on the 27th day of March. ke
kad our ship under perfect control until ten days agg, when 3 part of the sachinery got out of grder
and since then we have not been able tc lower the ship or keep on any direct course, bul have to dritt
at the pleasure of the air currents. We hope to resedy the defect in a few days. We b n short cf

“The request was quickly cospiied with. Txe rope mage three trips back and forth and took up twg
£3CES ] it seef, The mayor sent up & note expressing Yegret that tne

¢ beer the talk of the town ever since and dispelis
: rful contrivance, which has been sg such taikec about and
g ersonc who had taken freely of a petvliar brard of "bug
provisions the alr ship graduaily diszppeared.®
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1897, printed the fcilocaing:
d to the west. The Ellwocd City, Pennsylvania,

ITL

he airship fantasy does ne
®ster, L. F. fain‘s paper, says:
"'The airship, that is saking a tour of the country, ic now stopping at Chicken Coop Hill, south
of town. The ship is in ;hgrge of cne man, and he seems asply able toc protect it from the eye of the
curious. He has a rope stretched arounc the ship so that no one car get nearer than 22 feet and 3
inches, Fully a thaus;nd people were up last nxght, and probably three tises that eany will be up
there to-night, Special trains will be in roa Plttsburg, New Castle, and Youngstown. &, H,
Ballard, the man ﬂhu hag Eie Rathine, savs he iles from Tuscon, Arizona. He ef‘ hoge on

the 2nd gay OF Terlh, and Will try to sake New York abe t the aiddle of May. He savs he could mare New
York ity in one hour and 30 minutes, but he is studying hic sachine and maiing improvemenis.”

The Hutchison (X5) Weekly Intericr Her
t

printed:
; i

he airship seen in verious paris of the state

'l

was anly r. the £1ﬂ varant courthouse lot in Decatur last Saturday the peopls
were aazzed-anc W, X, Logan thought it was the ‘Second Coming,” spoken of in the Bibdle, and he towed
doan on hic knses ard "begun to worship it!’ It was the eost peculiarly constructed thing #e ever
saw-{escept C1i44 Cates.) It was built something on the style of Koah's Ark, with rounded off, head
ang tail on each end and wings in the sicdle! There were ggg' 2en in jt, {all uneerried.) Several of
the businesc aen of Decatur gathered ercund ihe concern, and exzmined 1i-but the ocoupgnis wowidn't
aiicw anyone 10 gs on it or see how it was constructed on the inside. They case u;:n(ff ‘agd zn estra
feather to the tail of the machine, so they could travel fzster")They hed been traveling 150 miles an
hcur and said they would have to go miles an nour” in order to get back to Jeriche “in time for

2 ige 40
breakfast!’ They said they were going 21l over the QE.iP -collecting valuables in every leca.lty. all
the valuables they got in Decatur were a copy of the Star, a box of Rayter's Cve<§_'VE, a lotk of Ti
Shaw's hair, one of Abe Mulkey's song E:EFET'ZEE'E"Tg\Df ‘8lind Tiger Cough Syrup.’ They said the
next place they'd stop at would be Hong Ken g, Ching, (which ic just halfway beiween here and Jericho,)
where they will add to their collection & "Chinaman's pigtail, a box of tea, and Li Hung Chang's
battle ax.’ They are collecting the 5iéferent valuables to put on exhibition at the Grand Royal
Falladium of Wonders, which opens up in the city of Jericho sozetime in July and runs till the last of

tugust. Everybody is invited-provided they “furnich their own airshipi’ féter getting a drink qut of a
rublic horse trough on Jockey Trader’s corner, the fcur een got into the ship, pressed z button, and
the thing comeenced buzzing and srorted up! Dez. Kiisen, Mr. Middleton, &nd Benson, the barber, were

stan ‘-g toc near the ship, and one of the tails struck Doc. Wilsen and hreke hic hack. Benson got one
fingers broken, and Mr. Middleton, who attespted fc stzal a ride by ewinging on toc one cof the




wings, was fatally crushed! &4ter the eachine got up about a mils high it started off in a bse line
for ChiﬁET-TEBEE'EFEEEﬁTT'uere Senator Gerdon, County Attorney Buckaloo, Capt. Seilers, Col. Rilsy,
Judge Johnson, Squire Tankersiey, Harry Prince, Sheriff Moore, Maj. Long, Fred Edwards, Mayor Sisaons,
J. B, Hayter, Jia Billilland, Pete Dooley, Cliff Cates, Dave Noodvard, Si Slocua, and Frank
Roberts.-All of the above parties were eyewitnesses, and know all about it. They are all honest and
truthful, strictly "tesperant,’ of scund sind, all go to church, and all were "perfectly scher’ the
day the ship landed here.®

70.}

The follcwing appeared in the Meaphis (TN} Commercial Appeal of &pril 22, 1897, and taken fros an
ungated issue of the Newport (AK) Herald:

"Two Herald repecrters teok a little boat ride yesterday, and when a short distance up She river
rowed across to the other side, landed and waiked up on the bank, While standing there a strange
object was szen through the woods, and the aen of the pencil approached. It did not dawn uporn thea
what kind of azn "animal’ it was until within about fifty yards of it, Then it was that thoughts of the
airskip flitted through their ainds. They case up to shere it stzod and found the ‘cres’ sitiing abgut

reading Friday afternoens Chicagg papers.
3y asking a rew questions it was ascertained that the crew consisted of fwo gep and a woman-5.W,

Turksley and wife of San Francisco and . B, Frasley, of Chicago. They all seeaed very ready to talk
to se hustling a newspaper as the Herald, and answersd any and all guestions put to thes, except in
regard to the inside workings of the big machine. They tocld of their travels over the country and gave
sany interesting stories of their esperiences above the sarth.

"Nr, Turksley is the inventor of the aerial ship, but Nr. Fraamley is the power behind the
tmm g furniched the funds to put in operation the product of the brains of the foreer.

“The party travei at night only, stopping ir scae guiet place in the daytise, because they are
only gxperiaenting and the workings of the ship would be watched too closely in daytise,

.i-%.HETE'EET-és yet heen able to attain the high rate of speed I hope to before I show ay sachine
to the world,’ said Mr. Turksley, in reply to a question as to its speed, "although I can go at a
cratty good clip now. We went froa Springfield, ¥o,, to rear Chicago Thursday night, and came hers
rros Chicago last night, Sut we intend to azke San Francisco temight, as I understand it sore
thareoughly with each succeeding trip.’

“'You certainly have astonished the world,” ventured a reporter,

*'1 am thorsughly aware 5f that,’ he re;lzeﬁ, but I have not startled ayszelf. Ever since I was a
Tittle boy I have watched the birds fly about ard wished that I had money znough to ewperizent on
sgrial navigation, In later yeers [ decided io superizent without the aoney, and for saverel vears |
drew zlans in ay aind. At iast I hit on what ! thought to be the real thing, and induced Wr. Frasiey,
whc wac a boyhcod friend, to furnish the acney with which to put my plans into execution, with the
result you see.’

*Mrs. Turksley said she thoroughiy enjs
tirst, che said, a queer sensation uould ok
fad be:ole accustomed to it now,

*At 7:20 the machinery was put in soticn and the ship rose in the 2ir and disapoearad cver the
treetops in a westerly direction,”

oo
por
ag

ailing through the clouds oa the acnster uxrsh Bt

yed s 1g.
e cver her when the ship was raised into the alr, bul she
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The follcwing appeared in the Algonia {IA} Republican of April 21, 1897, and was taken froa an
urndated issue of the Britt Tribune:

*On Satyrday last it was over Binghaa township. Mr. Davis, the gentleman ncw on the old Chas.
Barber farm saw it, Signals of distress were flying, and the scheme was finally evolved of sending &
kite up; this was accordingly done. The machine sas anywhere froa 4000 tc S000 feet high and simply
floatng, ALl the string in the neighborhood was attached to the kite and after several failures the
occupants of the asrial car caught the tail of the kite and pulled it in. When the kite was set fres
the gocd pecple of Binghaa tcunshlp were astonished to read rxtteq on kite an accaunt in lead
pencil of th

[{¢
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Benicia, Cal., with 2 months provisions on beard, and crossing the Rocky Mountains their supply of
bydrogen gas ran low and their machire landed in the crater of ar extinct volcanc. They lay here

severzl gays recigned to death as they were surrcunded by insurmountable cliffs. On March 27th they

gdiscovered pas issuing from & crevice in the ground and to their great joy discovered it to be pure

hydrogern gas. By the aid bf a hose ang touplings they finally cucceeded in #illing the hycrogenator of
g7

: tige they have sailed over all the western and aiddie states. The letter cn the kite
that the natural gas taker, being so such lighter and ¢ ronger, it had cet every valve on
enator and they found it ispossible to descend to a lower altitude than that of the top of
veiceno, They can astend to any height desired, but they can't get gown. Scraps of ¢
hrown overbgard until every piece had beer used, and there the poor aeronact® are tloat
) 3

F
z 1
hezven and earth with no possible way of descending. The letter on the kite said tﬁa+ one of the
showed syabtoss of dementia from Oh tontincus strain on his nerves, and reguested that the"
ilies in g t
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the: aafﬂ?ﬁe and when filled it again ascended to the heavens like a flash. This was on #pril fst,
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r have heen

Benicia, California, be notified of their unfortunate predicisent. Tﬁey stat &Y
at least {0 zore days and that they are urdecided as yet whether tc returs

te the zountains ang endeavor to land or_to s3ke a trip to Mars. They say ihey can plainly cee ifie
Mir iork on their fares fros the extrese altitudes they have aste'reu and that the lines and
bangds that astronon aken to be irrigation ditches or ggoalg visibie only through powerful
telescopes, of chalk and white marbie; that they have been near encugh
tc cee that t iante 2 feet high whg Lave tails 13 5,
Wher riding their bicycles their tails stand straight up 1n the air Iike telephone poles, nhich gives
these peopie a pstuliar fierce and war like aspect. The letter conciuded by requesting that & copy of
the ietter &

be sent to their wives in Benjcia, California, and thanking ¥r. Davic for his kindness in
sending up the kite, They floated off in a northeasterly direction and have been heard of every day
this week over some part of Illinois.®



CONFIRMED CE3 HOAXES

Perhaps it was noticed that the hoax CE 3's were not included in the previous chapter on
cenfiraed hoaxes. These reports will now be presented and studied. These hoaxes fell in the same
types that the previous hoaxes did: by the witness, by others, and by newspapers. With the belief that
CE 3's say hold the solution to the UFD phenoaenon, it is of even greater importance that these hoaxes
be brought forward. It is extresely fortunate that these became confirmed hoaxes. Otherwise, they
could remain in The lore of UFD's as fact.

The hoaxes by the witness are out-right lies. They seem to have made the same mistakes that the
iars in the previous chapter did. That is, the hoax confirmation was aade bty others that they nased
in the story. In the first story of this type, the witness’ wife revealed the lie. According to the
San Jose (CAl Mercury of Deceaber 1, 1896, John Horen aet the inventor of the airship in San Francisco
an Novesber 26th. The ship was made of thin alusinua STE?;;:-TZ3'TE§T‘Iong, and 56 feet wide. He
boarded the airship and they flew to Honolulu, Hawaii{ and back at the speed af 138 ailes per hour.
The San Francisco (CA) Examiner of Decesder 2nd printed the statesent of Mrs. Horen Who c21d That her
hushand had not left San Jose and was sound asleep at the time he said he was on the airship.

On April 17th, several men on a train near Bartonville, Il., saw the airship with several personc
around it. They stopped the train and the crew went to the airship. They found three aen and a young

Acaan; the men being dressed in blue uniforas with brass buttens of a United States officer. They sald ‘

8 ship 1ad been built on Grosse Island, in the Mausee Rj Toledo, 0., and that five acre were
being built to send to Greece. The craft was 28 feet long, 14 feet wide, and consisted of two tigar
“Shped Todies smrt had ge£agyas house, a headlight, and a rggﬁ propellor. After haif an

cury the train crew had to leave. This was according to the Peoria (ILYWerald of Rpril iBth. The
Peoria Times of fpril 19th said it was a fake report by one of the trainaen.

In the next report, it was fortunate that someone decided to investigate the report. A dispatch
froa Pacific Grove, Ca., dated December 2nd and appearing in the San Francisco (CA) Call of Deceaber
3y 1895, said that two fishermen, saw the airship, {5 miles from the city, at an early hour. It landed
on the water and moved at a aoderate speed until it.zigggn.en the beach. When it landed, three sen gct
out and carried it into the woods. One of the men came Back and took the fishermen to the ship. The
other two aen were observed gaking repairs on the ship. The ship was 60 feet long, cigar shaped. . -
the steering apparatus was being worked on. [t was made of a light aaterial like aTﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ!r?ﬂﬂ'f‘ el

ings folded close to the body. The fishermen had to teave before the 7 werd compietsd,

: aminer of Deceaber 4th said that no woods exist where the report indicatec and
nobody there, or around there, ever heard of the two fisheraen. The Pacific Brove Reviaw of Deceabsr
3th printed an article about it, but it was so outlandish that it would serve no purpsse to reproduce
any of it.

The Balena {KS) Evening times of April 2th printed a story takem from the Pillsbury Headlight
which said a man nased Tclliver had arrived froa Weir City on the train. He said the airship had teen
seen by hundreds of people at Weir City and was 150 to 200 feet up. The man on it lost his Fredenia
hat which fell and was found to bear the mark of a Kansas City clothier. The agent wired Weir City and
#as inforaed that no one there sam it except for Tolliver and no one believed hia. Here again, the
fact that someone decided to make some investigation eliminated another stery.

the Little Rock (AK) Arkansas Gazette of April 22nd printed a story inwhich Capt. “lie* Hooton
said he saw the airship on the ground near Homan, Ak., at 1800. It made a sound like an air pump and
there was a man wearing saoked glasses working on something. The man said it was the airshin. Three or
four sore men came out ot the keel, [he front of the the ship ended in a knife like edge and the sides

yralua ' , tnen receded. There were three large wheels on each side, four paddles at
rear, :nd aeroplanes on top. The aan caid they used coffensed air, 35—Wotive power. The Kansas City
(H0) World ot April 24th printed a statement by Hooton that it was a hoax.

The foliowing repart indicates that there are times when the truth needs to be literally beat cut
of scae hoaxers. The Racine (WD) Journal of April i2th ran an article inwhich a boy said he caw the
airship land for water. He talked to one of the crew who said they were from Cuba and had been up for
b2 days. Tjey were lost and desired to get to Key West. After they filled the boiler, it rose and
left tcward Milwauxee. "The boy was taken down into the cellar and spanke 5 sother and said he
weuld never again tell a lie on Sunday.”

The Trenton (MO} Tribune of April {éth published an article taken fros the Chillicothe Tribune of

pecified date. It stated that the airship had ! ot frop the giectric plant house in
cothe at 0330 one morning. Mr. Baker and Mr. Boyd, night electricians at the plant, went ocut and
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t was cigar chaped, 50 feet long, 12 feet wids, and three men ware about it. Qne of the asn
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left to the northwest. The Trenton Republican of April 1&th printed an article érom the Chillicothe
Constitution which said Manager Wheeler of the Bas and Electric Light Company said it was a hoax and
so did Mr. Baker., They said the Mr. Boyd made the whole thing up. This is one of the several cases
where & different paper in the same town exposed the hoax. It is very probable that there are many
such instances that resain unexposed., This would be very possible when it is realized that not all
newspapers survived the time span.

As tould be expected, many of the hoax stories originated in the newspaper oftice, The examples
that follow give solid evidence that this was practiced widely.

The Hudson (MI) Bazette of April 16th reported that at 2200 many people saw the airship over the
city. Several saw men cn it and one man was trying to wave a hat. It was cigar shaggd, had a canvas
tancpy, eoved against the wind, and about 400 feet up. It had red and green Jights. The Adrian (M)
Times and Exposition of April {7th printed a dispatch from Hudson that said the whole story was 2 lie.

The Colusbus {0) Press of April 23rd printed a dispatch from Glouster, 0., dated April 22nd,
which described a sighting there by a Press corrospondent. It was a very long article and states that

the airship Janded and some men were }oadi i. They loaded half a car of ccal and several 3 barrel
tgnks of uaf3FT'R5'ﬂ!ET'TEF::FE-:;E-zﬁf-zﬁgn:ggf‘?hey WOre black UniToras an ofe said his Nake was
&Lank L. Lossing, of Denver, Co., and & plaig was fugust DeFalamatl, and the other man wac Hr.
Ma small m&;&mm'ere or a trial trip and
tarried [ sailorg.and his faeily. 1T used a gollars worth of fuel daily and went 150 miles in 12
hours. rnE:EEF§i 23th issue of the Ohio State Journal of Columbus, 0., published another dicpatch from
Blouster which said the whole story was a hoas.

The Perry County Tribune of New Lexington, 0., of April 29th printed the clais that A. N. Anias
saw the airship land near Pigeon Roost on the evening of April 26th. It was 40 feet long, B feet wide,

pointed at both ends, and equipped ‘ith-ﬁiﬁillxﬂ-liﬂii that flapped siowly as it landed. It landed on
10 legs; S on each side. A door opened and oy sen case out. ene of the-wen said he wag a hereit
}% i E’n southern California and that fg had Tnvented the airship. They could go 200 miles an hour
and hagd instr

uld locate anything on the earth; coal mines, water stations, milch cows,

laying hens, and prohibition drug stores. The object of this visit was ta_nngeiﬂisilk_igg_gggiggby
gngine. “Just then an agonizing cry attracted the attention of the men and they urned arount to see
the_;g:_gg;i_fg her knees, praying in an aucible voice to--and we would like to sake this lie 2 little
tigger, BUT & stors is raging and telephone connection with Joe Mulhatton is broken and our base of
supplies ig tut off.®

The April 2ist issue of the Colusbus (IN) Republican ran a long article which said the zirship
had landed near Martinsville, In., on Weed Patch Hill. The operator and inventor was E. J. Pemnincton
and he said they would resain there for ceveral days to pakezapaizs, In an interview, ennington
said they were on their wa ba to aid the patricts. He said the igs in the air: one
would be at the Tennps osition, one gxp aably at X o, Mi.) and the one here.
The Franklin (IN) Republican of April 23rd wrote: "However it developed as usual in such cases, that
the story was 2 pure fabrication. None of the natives of Brown (county) have keen able to see the
sachine and it has not been anchored cn the Hill.*

Not only did the newspapers create many of the hcaxes, but were alsc the victue of hoavers. This
was mainly done in the vein of sending fake dispatches to the publishing paper. Fortunately, in many
of these, soseone would investigate it,

The Minneapolis (MN) Tribune of April 13rd printed a special froa Rice Lake, Wi., which stated
that the airship had been seen there on April fith at 2045, Dr. J. P. Valby went on board tg aid the
captgip who had.la grippe, At 2213, the ship began to rise with Valby on board. The captain held a
or in order to keep his abcard. They fought over the rifle and when The doctor found
* with the rifle, he jumped over board. He fell 40 feet and landed on a log in 2 pond, still
holding the rifle. The Rice Lake Leader of April 15th said the story was *a trifle exaggerated® and
said it was a "rather good joke.® The Eau Claire (WI) Telegrae of April 16th printed a short fros the

" La Crosse Press which stated: *The airship liar who lives at Rice Lake, Wisconsin, is neglecting his

opportunities. He should be managing editor on soee great New York paper or he sight secure a
lucrative position with Weyler in Cuba. Such a bold, ingeniocus liar should not be cooped up in a seall
place like Rice Lake, where his light is hidden under a bushel. He should not despair, hewever; if he
keeps on in his present course, he is bound to be recognized.”

The Burlington (1A} Hawkeye of April 14th reportec that on April 14th, between 1900 ang¢ 2000, the
airship was seen to land near Birminghaw, la.. It was 100 feet long, 20 feet high, lighted, tapered



Birainghas, who said he could find no one who claiased to have seen it and could not locate anyone
nased Wa. H. Malters.

Naturally, there were instances when the hoax was created by sceeone other than the witness or a
newspaper, It is not identified how the following individual created the hoax. It would sesm that it
was either a kite or a balloon described with an active imagination. It appeared in the Crown Point
{IN) Lake County Star of April 16, 1897: “Joe Young's air ship, sent up on Sunday evening, was espied
By sany of our pgople-scae scrutinizing it so closely that they could see sen in it with wings on. We
are all on watch and nothing can escape.”

The next case of this type is fairly well-known in recent UFD literature. If the sany references
of this report, during the airship wave, were put together, a seall booklet could be put together.
There were two articles about it taken from the Waterloo, Ia., papers that were nearly full page
articles. The story goes that at about dawn on fpril 16th, the airship was found landeg on the tircus
grounds at Waterlco. The navigator gave his nase_as Prof. Jourgensen. It consisted of Z 40 faot gigar
shapsd sect1os, propellers, and wings or féﬁ;—;;-EEZ-E?EEET'UEE?EEhsen said h2 and a man nased
TMoreout had built the ship 1n San FrahciSCT. storacut took ill and fell from the airship early cn the
16th, He showed the reporter a journal which described the events of the trip which began on March
25th, Jourgensen was saking sose repairs and would leave when cospleted. This appeared in the Waterloo
Courier of Rpril 14th, Tha April 17th issue of the same paper said the whole thing was a fake and it
cost $60 to built the fake ship. Jourgensen was a san named Feathers fros Nashua.

A dispatch from Ann frbor, Mi., dated April 1Sth and appearing in the Detroit (MI) Journal of
the saze date, said the story of the airship being seen on April 17th was a fake, The story was that
the airship with 2 sen in it was seen, [t is said to have come to earth in a field 15 siles to
southwest and caused a fire.

& very 533?T7'E33?ET73¢ and executed hoax appeared in the Denver (CO) Times of April 22th. It
reported that the airship had,;inggy near Srand Juncticn, Co., and C. J. Pillsbury, of Boston, said
that his two companions had regained control of the ship and were alright. He agreed to bring the
airship to town and address the people on "bloon day® next Sunday. A dispatch to the Times "the cther
day”® said Pillsbury was in Boston and had never been on an airship. This report actually is a spin-off
troa another hoat that will be presented more fully in the chapter dealing with physizal evidence in
the fora of letters.

# rather interesting, and very confusing, ceries of hoates hegan with a dispatch fros
Carlinville, Il., dated April {3th and appearing in the Chicago {IL) Times-Herald of April {4th. It -
read:

“The aysterious air ship which is the talk of the country has Deen seen in the northern part of
this (Macoupin) county. About 2:30 o'clock Monday afternoen it alighted on the fara of I. Thacker, one
mile north of Milwocd. It was ceen by William Street, 'Ed” Teeples, and Frank ¥etcalé, It remained
about fifteen zinutes and continued north. At 5 a'clock it was seen gracefully alighting in 3 grove
two ailes south of Birard and q‘3iL5_gg;;h_;i_;hg_.iainn_;g:g of Green Ridge, A ] roud of siners
from the latter place started to inspect the strange apparition. As they approached within a half
piles it arose and sped north, The Chicago and Alton operators wired ahead to be on the watch, and at
8 o’'clock it passed aver Sherman, thirty-two ailes north of EGirard, at the apparant rate of thirty
ailes an hour. It was last sighted at Williamsville, about 8:45 o'clock, headed for Peoria, Those who
saw it =ay it had a beat which was gigar shaped, with gars or wings extgending froa the side, and a
canopy on top similar to that of #picnic stand. Near Green Ridge an operator, who was huating, avers
that he s 3 aap working about it,“apparently fixing the sachinery.®,

The Jerseyville (IL) Democrat of April {5th reprinted an article appearing in the fpril i4th
issue of the St. Louis (MO) Post Dispatch. This dispatch was recieved froa Sirard:

"The airship was distinctly seen here lact night by P. F. McCraner, Williaa Strest, Frank
Metcalf, and £d Steeples, McCraner is night operator at this place and when he case on duty at &
o'clock the operator at Carlinville called him up, said the airship had passed over Carlinville in the
direction of Birard and advised hia to be cn the lockout. .

"ScCraner stepped outside ard fifteen ainutes later caw what he believed was the airship passing
over this town in the direction of Nilwood. It was rapidly approaching the ground. McCramer asked the
day operator to hold the wire for hia and calling to Street, Metcalf, and Steeples, who aere standing
naar, he started on the run down the railroad track, they following, fs they went they saw the strange
craft drop to the ground behind a cluep of trees about a quarter of a sile distant. Before they couid
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*They centinued on, to the spot where it had alighted, and saw distinctly the isprint of a san’'s
feet. These foot prints did not lead anywhere and it was evident they were made by somecne who had
juspec cut of the ship to repair soae of the sachinery on the outside.®

The Lincoln (IL} NEWSDT-Wpril 141h printed the following:

*C. & A. dispatchers and an operator at Green Ridge, a.coal station below Birard on the C. & A,
got together last night and concocted a good story about the air ship which is attracting so such
attention just now. The Brand Ridge man claims according to the story of the local dispatchers that
the air ship descended to that place at :10 last evening-a storm approaching. A large crowd soon
gathered, but the ean operating the aerizl object at once arose to the sky and but little could be
gathered by the eager people that congregated. Ac the story goes, the ship wes about 20 feet long, and
was in the shaped of a boat. A larglagion was suspended at the side, the letter M being diztinguished,
dwing to the dusk the eye witness could not get a satisfartory view of the ship but are ready to swear
fhgy saw abuut ten men in it. The above story is told with apparent belief in it's truthfuiness, but
to & great many the air ship will be a fake until they are convinced to the contrary by their own

uies a
¥1E810h,

A short article appearing in the Carlinville Democrat of April 29th should have put an end to the
above steries. It read: *The air ship continues to attract the attention of our exchanges in various
parts of the county, but all confess that the Birard story, sent cut e the way of Carlinville, is the
boss-liar. The charge, that, as telegraphed to the city dailies, this story was sade up in this city
and in a newspaper office, say have a show of truth.*

Note, the above chould have put an end to it. But it did not. The tellowing appeared in the
Springfield (IL) News of April {5th:

*The air ship, which has been seen at frequent intervals the past few days by citizens of
Hlinois and lowa, effected a landing last night at 9:30 at a point on the Jefferson street road three
eiles west of the city, near the country store recently owned by the Reilly estate. At about 9 o'cleck
last night John Halley, a fars hand, was returning hose from the city. He suddenly observed high in
the heavens, a mysterious ohject with a large light, suddenly coming fros the west. Mr. Halley,
supposing it to be 2 large balloon, stood watching it a while, when suddenly he beczae conscious that
the object was lowering. At this point Adolf Kenke, who ic the owner of a vinevard at this place,
joined Mr. Halley, and both men gazed curiocusly at the descending object. It was but a eosent when,
with a hissing sound, the thing landed about 200 feet ahead of where the men stood. At first the two
fareers stood in abject fear, but readily seeing no apparent danger they ventured toward the ‘fangled
thing,” as they called it, and were at once face to face with a long-bear gn. The latter spoke to
the farmers readily, inguiring the name ity close by. Being told it was Springfield, he seemod
surprised, saying his air ship reached here fros Quincy in thirty sinutes. The air navigater kindly
explained the several reguisites necessary for a craft of this kind to take tlight. Inside the car was
seated another aan and also the.aligntict s wife. He said he generally rected in the day-tise in
cbsture porticns of the country, net wishing te lay bare the working of the huge wisgs, which could be
asily seen in day-time. This accounts for his night travels, When asked whether he was backed by the
overngent he was loathe to answer, but cignified to the farmers that as soon as ceng{ggg,reccggized

Cuban belligerency his air ship would be heard fros.
he car carriencluding a powerful searchlight, which was not at

present used. He carried an ordinary locosstive headlight, which was continually used. The frase of
the car was madp of aluminum, covered with canvas. When asked the scientist’s name he seiled and
pointed at the leffgr M., which wag pginted on the side car. After bidding the farsers adieu, he
entered the car, took a seat, and pressing an electric button the ship rose from the earth and saiied
due nerth, It was soon lost to view. -

‘The reliability of John Halley and Adol4 Wenke is beyond gquestion, and it is also reported that
quite a nuaber of people living in kest Springfield saw the aerial visitor about the above nased
hour,*

The Springfield Illincis State Journal of April 16th said: *An evening paper published a story to
the effect that an air ship lighted three miles west of the city and that it’s occupants, a man and
wokan, were interviewed by two people living in the vicirity. The description given of the craft was
the sase as the one sent out froe Carlinville, purporting to describe an aerial conveyance which case
down at Breen Ridge. It is even said the air ship was decorated with the letter "M, a peculiarity
pocsessed only by the Green Ridge craft, 8s the Cariinville story has been shows to be without
foundation except in the mind of an asbitious space writer, it is probable that it's local counterpart
had it's origin in a sigilar, buet less ingeninue. epurce.®
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they saw soaething which they believe was an air ship Thursday evening while drivirg three siles north

of Converse. They described the thing with considerable einuteress, The affidavit of the two fcllows:
State of Indiana, Brant County;

¥e, the undersigned, on cur oaths, state:

*Thursday afternoon, April 15, while coaing from Fulten County to Marion, when three ailes north
of Converse, just in the edge of Miaai county, the horse becase frightened. We stopped his and sam
south of us, abowt 300 feet in the air, what we believe was an airship, It was going about thirty
eiles an hour in a southeast direction. It was gigar shaped and about forty feet long, with a canopy

over the top, On the side there were fo§§ fiis or uinfs. # red headlight chone fros the bow and stern.
*L._Saith, had not_read gard ta out an airship.
"We saw objects moyipg about in the ship. In front was a large banner with the letier ‘M on it,
as near as We COUTd distinquish it. _—

"It was growing dark at the tiae, probably 7:30 o'clock.
*Meither of us had taken any intoxicating ligquors.
Walsron H. J. Smith, Joseph H. Nickels
*Subscribed and sworn to before ae this 17th day of fpril, !897.
6. M. Elliott, Notary Public

In an earlier chapter, [ made the comsent that hoax reports can set up 2 new pattern that does
not exist. The ahove confiras this. And sc does the next series of hoaxes.

The April 24th issue of the San Antonio (TX) Express printed a stery that at 2200 on April 20th,
the airship landed at Uvalde, Tx., and was seen by Sheriff Henry Baylor. There were three aen in it

and they saif they were on 2 trial trip. COne of the aeumwugwmm Goshen,
NY. He asked about Cagt, C, C. RWELs and was told that he was in Eagle Pass. Ina.aai:iés_zggg_zgésr
and lett toward San Angelo, the May 11th issue of the Victoria (TX) Advocate printed a dispatch from
Uvalde, dated May 8, inwhich Sheriff Baylor denied having seen the airship. '
In the San Antoric Express of April 27th, there was a story froa Eagle River, Tx., which said

that on April 24th Wip. The three sen on it said they had comse from
Uvalde and spoke with Sheriff Baylor. They wera golng to Devils River country in search of 2 herd of
buttalo, One of the aen acked for Capt. Akers and was tcld that Akers was over the river counting

sheep. They get sose water from the Rip Srande and left.
it 1s at the zagle River report is a spin-off of the Uvalde repert. Since the Uvalde

report was a hoax, it is a definite indication that the Eagle River report is also a hoax. It is

evident that this hcay set up several other stories using the name of Wilson, which apoear later
several tiaes,
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

The greatest obctacle in the face of zcceptance of the UFG phencsencn is the apperent lack of
ke

chysical evidence, This ig also true for the zirchip wave. Naturally, the best proot lies in ceeing,
line tunata‘y, with the airship thic is ispossible, The cecond best proot would be in the fashion of 2

r

rashed airship, The following are the references indicating that the airship hat zet with scee
icester znd crashed or exploded. Since these reports are isportant, they will be direct quotes froe
he original socurces, It is important that these accounts be reed carefuily, noting the wording and
gtaiis given in each report,
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i f ths Past,
Boril 29,-1 saw in the woekly paper en apinzcn gdvanced by & professor ¢t

B
se such hzs been published about ihe planet Mars,
liv i f
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at the airship !
here is ar old szilar living an in £1 Campo with his daughter who has proclalsed that he had
nzt only seen the vessel but had actually www His izseciate relatives fave
inoen 04 the circumstences for some years but he says the st ary has nevar been published, The nase of
the cig gentleman 1s [Mr.] QEESun, and for kany years he was bsa‘=nazr in the Danich navy, But at
the time he saw the airship he was a eate on the Danish brig Christine,

p

r Septesber 18€2. the Christine was wrecked in the Indian ocean cor a [gesert] rock or iclang
several ﬂl~c§ in fsizel. This rock i¢ set down on charte of the ocean, but is aot

&

£ furious store had raged for fhours] and the ship was swept far from her cours2 wher this
irmense rock loosed shead amid the deafening roar of the breakers. R great wave dashed #r. Oleson high

o the rocks and for & long time he was [insensiblel, When he recovered he found [fivel of hic
sepanions had been saved, though they were aore or less injured, and cne san died of his injuri
Thev collected their faculties and found thesselves confronted by starvation, since there o
vestige of vegetation or anigal life on the rock. They found plenty of fresh rain water in hel

B ived them very zu h.

.ey had ngan up all hope and had clustered
whilz the wiﬁd ;e4‘e~ FUSLH s

e

e
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s
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Szezchless with fear, they crept towerd the wreck, It seemed a vessel s R’QE 2 a Edern
battieship, but the [machinery] was so crushed th t th ey zould fors no idea as o hon the power was
volied to the ismense winge or saile, for they could plainly discern the fact 1

'.

g
huge wings, Strange implesents and articles of furniture could ne seen,
S pasc, iney found, in setal boses coversd with strange characters, whet they 2 T
red tc be very wholescae and palatable food whx!!f WTTh the water in the rocks, saved thes fres
th

garsent £

¥ e of all was the iamense size ot the 260, ThEy hud ne seans of tea=ur1rg the bodies, but
estizated thes to DE EGre than LGelve} jeet high. Their hair and beard were faisol long end s soft
ang gilky as the hair cof an infant.

iney found tools of almost every [kind] but they were co large that few of thes could te used.
hey were stupefied with fright and one man, driven insane, [jusped! fros the cliéf into the boiling
¥aves and was Seen nc acre, _ .
The cthere £led in horror from the fearful cight, and it wac two days hedore hunger could drive
back to the wreck. After eating rearttly o the strange food, they summoned courage to drag the
+i¢ bodies to the cliff and tusble thee over. —_—

tléﬁ
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Then with feverish haste they built a ratt of the wreck, erected sails and gladly auit the
horrible island, The sea had become as sacoth as a lake and th. evperienced mariners made ragid
progress. They tried as bast they could to (steer forl Yerqulen island, but fortunately in zbout
hours fell in with 2 Russian [vessel) headed for Australia., There more of the oid san’s zoapanions
sucruabed to their injuriec and the awful asental strain and died before reaching pert.

Forturately, as a partial confirasation of the truth of his story, Mr, 0leson tock from cne of the
bodies a finger Zing of imsense size, It is 3ade of 3 cogogupd of eetals unkngwp tg any jeweler who
has seen it and is set with tap [reddishl stongs, the nases of which are unknown to anyene who has
aver exasinad it. The ring was taken froz a thusb of the curer and smeasures 2 1/4 inches in diamster.

Now, Mr, Editor, many peop‘e believe those airship stories to be fakes. That 23y be so, hut the
tery now told for the first time is strictly true, #hile Mr. Olecon is an old san, he still posse
very faculty and has the highest respact for truth and veracity, 8Quite a number of cur &

¢ thes Mr. Henry (Hahal, ¥r. H., C. Carieton, Gresn Hiil and §. (Poriter, saw the ring
2id man's story. Yery Truly,
Jetin (Leanderl.

-From the Post of Houston, Tx., May 2, 1897
{This report was added here since it received pub

"

biic attention dur:n
nspite of the fact that it did act o teur during ths wave, it is fsl

i
described. Of course, it could be all 2 hoax, but it reads 3z real.l]
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be a real account, as
T

The San Fran*isca {Ca) Call of Deceaber 4, 1894, ran an articie which said that pe
dills saw the airship sail aver Twin Peaks then ¢ into a guich, Twc zen were inside
were badly bruicad, uh‘ie he zirshi wrecked. It was aade ot jalvanized sheet steel , and 40
feat long, A hole in its side permitted the eStape of a sickening gas. One of the aen was J. D. Debear
of San Franciscc and he related that he and the invenfge wag on a frial trip when it crashed. The San
Francisco Chronicle of Deceaber 4 reported that the alleged inventor adaitted that it never flzw and
that it was hauled to the spet by 2 wagon and dragged into place. The paint on it had not even dried
and the gropellor could be bent with 2 touch, It was a definite fake.

le of Minnicn
t, and they

The 5%, Joseph (M) Herald of foril 4, printed a dispatch ¢ros Bethany, Meo., datsd Geril 3. It
reported that the airship was seen ca fpril 4 at 10330 3.a., -“mlwg':??ﬁrTﬁé southwest at 33 sch, ang
172 zite high, It stopped over the court house and left northeast. “This aorn '*g #e 2en, John Leid
end Irs Davis, living six ailes east, brought werd to town that go airehig Rge faiign on J. D, Sias’
fars and g man was found dead. The coroner has gome tc hold an inguast.® On dpril 8, the Heraid

rinted ted &pri igned “Truthéc tated that
i o ; k hi h
i

“The ship was spherical in fors, patterned atter
sunded by a ballaustrade, all 2zde of wicksr-werk
g

w
©
-
-4

x
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zas sere anchored to the ballaustrade. These heid tb siip on an even k=el t H) 1
ilast of silver for the redeaption of sjlupr certificates after 1900. The mast, standing rect in
center of the ship Serveq as an anchor to a huge ballzen, helow which was a sxa Te apparatus for
facturing its own gas.*®

The Aoril 9 issue of the Herald printed another letter frea Bethany, dated April 2 and signred "8
Tr”e Faer.‘ It repcrteu that there were tuo de:c 1Eﬂ and ‘ro: letters in their pock tg trey came ‘roa

zee tanaled in a flag pole., *The shxp res nablec gcigar in sgggg, and has three E'cnelg;'s an
ither side, all of which were broken in the fall. & Iarge hole was torn in the lower side, which
vealed 3 large nuaber of cells for the gas.” The r

4

epains of the chip gyere transported intc tgwn,
fe Albany (MO} Ledger of ﬁprz! §, Rad thic to cay aboui the ahove claias:
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"He are surprised that Bethany should resert to the air sh’p aethod of advertising itself, like
some of the Kansas townt have been doing lately. While it was at it, we are glag {o say it did the job
nicely.”
It ic felt that this was all a heax originated at the Herald céfice.l

\n

The lowz State Register of Des Moines, Ia., of Aoril {3, 1897, printed the fcliowing dispatch

edes, la., dated fipril 10s
Ed, Regicter: We have noticed for sope days the aczount of the appearance of 3 singuiar chiect
g 2ir, suppcsed by come to be an sxrship It will prab hiy ne Seen nc eore, Last night about il
ur citizens were startled by th ry bri i rapid

.{
g from the southwest, f iz
t

é

g . and as tne chiect approacned it

e ccae nearer the earth, It spon cage soonsar :hat the scund of machinery could be heard,
which soon became as loud as 2 heavy trein of cars, AlD &t once the aerisl menster took z suzden
glunge downmard znd was isserses in the recervoir cf the CM, & St. Paul railway, which is aimost 2
fake, COvering abauf‘ET5ﬁT-;F::.-E:-TEEET'1ETEET':ar describa what followed. The boiling lave from
Vesuvius pouring into the sea could only equal it. The iight was sc large and it created so puch heat
that the horrible hiscing which cccurred when the ponster piunged into the iaks, could se heard for
miles, and the water of the reserveir was so hot thaet the rabes hand could not be held in it. fe scon
# the wreck is raised put of the water & full description of the sachine will be sent,

o John Butler.®

{Re urthe“. this could possibly te a resl event. However, it feit that it wac probably & eetzer
striking the lake with such added detail.l

g IORCErning al!ege
*The concussion was
i in chowsrs ¢

le twenty feet in
h z weight was dropped and scsething was hi
ng he broke 1nto the shi; Ke founc

§ Th

be Jefferson {la.) Bee of April 18, 1877, ran an extresely long articl
airshiz crashec Et eported that or April 10 an azrsh1p craghed near Jefferson.
tp terrible thet houses treabled, children were thrown from their beds, dishes ‘e
rds and hundreds of panes of glass were =hat’erea.’ Next day they found a b

ter and clean cut and smoothed walled. A repe wit
feet down. f neyspaperzen was lowered cown via
td foyr heipo : nost 1o 2 pulp &
th=r Brdh rennio wgcn )
comate forward or bag :
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*If repoerts fros Paviilion townshin are irue, then the such talked of airship was not only 2
Feality but is now & thing of the past.
*George W, aoeer= and Williae Chadburn, old solaiers,
VET L“Q ’FDFI‘ 1 e" ;hey repained up until 2 late hour, in aitenéas
he parties are somewhat at variance ! ut e in i
1 on was 1llusinated at both ends and plowed through s h uorue'.ul rap:
iy tise for the zbove observations when g gull exaio=ia heard and the obi
y geclare the repert to have been like that of heavy ordnance and to have been iemed:ia e<y
ceeded by a distant sound of projectiles #lving through the air.
sondering preatly, they proceeded to the house where they passed ap excited and sl
¥hile these two wen are the only ones whe clalz o have witnessed the phenonenan there are
corrohoratory circumstances, as follows:
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"Mr. and Wrs. #allace say they heard the explosion distinctly, but thought it 1
the discoveries of the morning were sufficient to establish the veracity of the tuo actual ob
In one place, two miles from Scotts, there was found part of socee siectric appliance. At a
rogeller blade qf some very light aaterial was diccoverend, 1n a partially fused condi

“Three sen engaged in sdINGIIng 2 Barn in Coastock township affira that, upon resuaing work on
the morning fcllowing the occurrence, they found their completed work strewn with sinute frageenis
shich had in soze® instances penetrated the shingles and eatered the boards Jereath._‘===""———-d

*hetever many be the theories, there is scarcely z doubt that the serial stranger
ver and that its origin and the experiences of itc crew are to reeain forever :

g y
iven the details as above, fhis sounds like 3 real incident. It is pcesible that it wa
sting that was aaplified into the alrsh*n gxp od:ng t this was the airship, it isd
H e

o
4 e o9

Lo e I

[+

ence that t aba" tigg in view of the nunmbe s
followed this apparent explosicn, The sajor witnesses szid they saw it a very short tise tefore
the explosion. This would seea to point strongly to the seteor theory,l

The Sterling (Il.) Evening Gazette of fpril (3, 1897, ran a story which claized that an airship
had landed near Lanark, Illinois, on April 12, &fter {f lapded 3 ean less than 2 feei t3il cawe out.
He had a pink uEa’d his head was decorated with ivory like substance, he wore rches which seeaed to

ad & dr

be eade of hippopoiuzas hide, and he wore an iaaense piece of iron ore on each fooi, He drank twe
cuckets of wa*e' and ate three sides of baton. Soon three similar [reaturec eaerge. This story sas
sent by a telsgraph operator and was & hoax. This story graduated into 3 crash recort ie which the
ship wae badly damaged and two bejngs killed, One being escaped death and was uncenszious. &
corrosgondent went to the site and the being awoke. The being spoke *Volapuk®™ which the reporter knew.
The teing said the; were from Mars and had been flying abeut for several weeks. He regaired his
airship and left e reporters iast words were, "I ayself, to whea nothing is strange, returred to

i
Lanark and securing a room at the hotel, sat up all night saoking cpium and eating hasheesh teo get in
conditicn to write this dispatch.®

This story received wide circulation in 1llincic and ceveral dispatc
tor Lanark, The Lanark Gazette of April 14, [897, said it was a definit

Waterlon {IA) Courier of 4pril {4, printed a dispatch froa Iowa Fails dated &pril i
ried that ahaut dusk on Aprii 13, sany pecple saw a fiash and neare wi ]
nave struck a riqpr and sank out of cispt, "Those who reached the go
zp2

r

5 he 2
agrante first claim that tha aater was churned intc @ whiripool and that for
¥EE 0o ardotoiling,® The story was circel atnf tﬂa it #ac the airship.

s - 1
av -

2
{In view of the lack of descriptive detzils, this was probabiy 2 setcer.!

The story comes from Highland Station that the airchip passed over that fomp Thursday night, and
rat owing to an exp‘es on of cheaiczls, the ship sagk ta the ground, Unierneath\&ig‘maas ot debric, 3
zal was found groaning, and uncomscicus. ¥hen sufficiently restorec to taly, he sais That a15 naRE was
fzdro canchez &f Cuba. He refused to tell anything further, and the next aorning coilected nis wrecked
air vessel togetne?, chipped it to St, Joe and tuén went tc Omeha, The author of the ctory says inat 3
scrap of paper was found under the car bearlnc tha naas of Captain General Heyier,

~Froa the Blabe of ﬁ chison, Fansas, foril 17, 1897

3

The Champaign (IL) Gazette of fpril {4 gubliched the fcliowing story from Phila, il.:
“Norsan Mcleod passed through this place at 2 o'clock today enrcute for Urbana for the corcner,
He reports that at about 19 o’'clock a large core shaped airchip or ballicon was observed coming freem
he east tacking and veering against a heavy west gale. ¥hen just scuth of Bouse's Grove, the craft
z3e unsanagable and .=ne came down with a crash cr Jeff Shater’'s farm, about 100 ‘et froa where Eeorgs
hafer was discing, The team tock fright and rin away, throwing young Shafer in front of the harrow
shich assed gver his, :utting hia all to pieces. In the wreck of the ship, which covered 2 space near
107 feet sguare, were fcund the mutilated resains of I persons. They were partially escedded in the
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sott ground and covered with bloud, so that it was ispossible to identify them, but froe what FcLsad
could see he jutged them to be Japarece,” The story was sent by &, J, Wilkinson and tre Gazzette said
they could not lorate such a person in Phils

[

897, orinted a dicpatch fros Jefferson, lcwa, gated

tiory conterning an air ship which was alleged to
e nooh & rusber of people had sctualiy vis:ted the

T

E
atk of detaile, it would sees to have beep a meteor.]

;-SL‘.kSnxt
g

GSE CLREURICT, YOU Kniow; ﬁurxun derla"d 'hat 1t w2 d

the bow of the ship, he said, saw John Hauser of ‘traxght River, uhese reg n'.skers

‘or the reg light: J. Y. Saith thought it wac "the advance agent of prosperity,” while
wought it was ¥r. Bryen on his way to Sait Creek. When directly over Fich Hock Lake the ship
mr. Pratt, who lives on the lake shore, says that the esxplosion was a terrible and awful

¢ znd arae flying in all direction. So frightered were the fish thet eany of them cranied up
scode ang there gied., Exit, the airship,

. the Hutbard Co. Clipper of Park Rapids, #n., April 22, 1897

just does not read quite truthful, or likely.]

appeared in the Dalias (Ti} Morning News of April 19:
: , Wisg Bu., Tex., fpril 17.--{to the Nems.)-About & o'ctlock this serning the eerly risers
ot Rurors were actonished at the sudden appearance of the 2irship which has beer sailing through th

‘Rr. T. &, #eens, the United States cignal service officer at thie place and an authority on
astroresy, gives it & f § gpinion thet he was & native of the planet Mars.
"Fapere found on hic person--evigently the records of his travele--are writien in some unknown

n

i Can t be deciphered.

E { adly wrecked to fora any conclusion as to its comstruction or active power. Qi

was built of an unknown zetzl, resesbling somewhat 3 mixture of aluminue and silver, and it sust have
ik ]

weighed several tons

"The toen is ful! of pecple to-day who are viewing the wreck and gathering snec'we of the
strange metal fros the debris, The pilet s funeral will take place at noon to-sorrow.”
3. E. Rayden.”

The furora, Ti.,

, trash report recieved an investigation in the early 1970's. This ceeszed to be
the 'E=u1t of @ series of articles written by Bill Case and appearing in the Dallas (Tx} Tises<Herald.
In Beyond Real ity #7, Decesher 1973, Havden Hewes repcrted on an investigation by the I:*e'nat.-na.
ra Eureau, Case reported the finding of three witnesses to the incident and metal ‘fragaents at the
alleged crash site, JUFOR found that the three witnesses denied saying what Case reported .hey hat

3/
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Ls gel trap in the entrance of a .kunk 5 euelxxng place.

caid, The aetal was found te be tin plated low carbon steel, wrought irom, zinc cast alloy, and
ant‘conlal ead, 0f course, this metal could have been placed at the site accidently, or on purpose,
at apy tise during the subsequent 70 years.

Several cther writers published additicral inforsation zoncerning the said cr ash. In True Flying

Saucers & UFQ's Quarterly, 3, Spring 1977, Kevin Randle reported that Haydon, the san who initially
sent the renort, confessed that gt was a hoax created by his to draw attention to Qurara, which nas
sionly becoming » ghost taown, It uas found that T. I. Weeas was a blackzaith, and not a sesber cf the
signal corps, and Judge Procter did not have 3 windeill.

§ith the zbove in eind, I feel that this is also a2 heax.

The #cllowing crash reperts were undated. There appearet nc evidence in the arficle or the source

r

indicating a date for the cccurrance.

S printed a dispatch froa Hattle Creek, dated fpril i3,

Detroi i pri
shich said that Gearg= Parks and hxs w..e, of Pennfieid, saw a2 very bright object 100 ‘eet up and
swiftly approaching. He thought it was a seteor due tc the light and the huzaing scun d itosoon ifll
and huried itself into the ground. Next day, they fgund a lerge wheel, made of zlugizup, 3 foot
gizpete e,

{This reads as being z true unt, The fact that the whesl was fcund where the object apparently
tell aakes this fzirly acceptable.l

y reported that the airship was seen at 960, It was
said to have ¢ heavy, sickening thud” in an ziley. The lights at the beae 2nd of
the craft set a barn on fire and Y})g airsBig wes coaplelely burgt. The Akron (D) Zeacon and
Republican of April 26 said that it =as s seteor bursting and that others heard the fragaents flying
through the air,

stated:

"A gentieman just from Cottonwood Fa%is 1
this gftice, that the sirchip, about which so 2 ly,
cstgre last, 1n 3 scuthaesterly directio frcm that place, and yesterday it #as discoverad areckeg in
the top of 2 large sycasore tree in the upser Cottonwood vailey. On going to the tres, two san were
found lying op the cround, Qng_zég_j_ig_jgj_tde sther in unconscious condition, They had undoultedly
$ ro% the shin at the tise it wic grpiiss.” “The unconstious men has sufficiantly recovered 13
speak 2 few words indicating his thrilling experience on board the ship and when it was wrecked, It is
tnown that the ean who survives the catastrophe lé'i‘“‘~192552;"

"Cveryhody, of course, knows by this time of fol. Bhitley's ruse about the airship.”-Begoria (K%

Ezlesburg a hunter came upon @ hole in the ground and peerin

t ceae iren instrument. Visisns of zirchips and gran Eing hag o
to town to report his discovery. A correspondent jusped at conciusions and t
d of the anchor that haa be en d nped by the ship of spac e ane the hole it
he torce of its fall, The nest day 2 party walked four miles to the scene of was and foungd @

-from the Evening Press of Erand Rapide, Mi., April 23, 1897

The Freepart {I1.) Bulletin of fpril 13, 1897, printed the following dispatch froa Winslow dated

faril ids

I see that the airship was wrecked at ¥alasazoo, Mich. That is easily explained by dany o cur
relizble and chserving citizens. The ship was 41 st injured one and a half miles northeast of this
nlace. A great red light was seen to rice out of the nocds rorth and east o Jf town, At first it was
thought to be a metecr sailing through the heave ne, but why it should go bounzing up and down, then
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sking o the east and back to the west was what the gazers could not understand. Blthough tney noticed
the cigar shaped shadow in the sky they little dreamed that it was the airship in distress and that
wiat they supposed to be & meteor wac the cistress signal.

The news of the Kalamazoo catastrophe being received, sany of our pecple visited the plece where

the great light wag #irst seen. After searching fully an hour there wac found on the tallest tree in
the grove g;g;1_aia;g5_gi_;g;gllg;ix_g:zgg_ggge. Having distovered the place where the ship $irst
landed, they fcllowed its track towards the village. £ short distance froe there was found an oid
shape? hole in the ground. As there was no dirt pl!ed up about it the conclusion wes reached that
scagthing had been driven into the earth at that point,

curselves with spade and shovel we began to dig, but we noticed the clay zbout the
appearanie and was very wars. We went on down ccme ten or twzive feet when our spades
ubstanca #hich with guch difficelty we succseded in raising to the surface. It

to be fald pi an drop nne re:ea*lxr" an es ery uneel sope ten fet in dizaster. #o onE can
. . s 3 1 - - . . .!: .

1
bled ashes bul was twize as "eavy as oroinary sand,
is earth awzy. The wheel is lecked in 2 safe whers it is to resa
inter fair, There ic no doudt that the breaking of the wheel

. while the throwing out of bailast froe time to fime ceuced i
€ course only to land at Kalamazoc and rob Winslow of a szrsatien.
that soeething of the size claised could have buried it

felt to be 3 hoax.l

flelic hunter

T
until

#insioy ho

The Muscatine (IR) Daily News Tribune of April 1 reported that the airchip had been seen by two
» gt the bridpg. They saw a strange light in the southwest that changed course as it approached. It
i its colors to red, purple, blue, and back to white, As it got closer, they saw a large, dark,
waped craft whxth aoved in an undulating fashion. "It came along with terrific speed up the
side of the riyer, at times dipping down in the trees with a_crash which couid be heard zbove
t and zgain bounding high in the air; the terrified watchers seeing what evidently were sails
t, which veered continuelly, Finally, it passed ;hg bridge about 100 feet above the earth,
to thes like 2 arr=*rnu= spectral ship, and & second later, with & thundercus roar, it
t cpeared. ffter & mosent’s su=99u~e 2 faint cry for heip was hezrd, and
t : b g recovere ‘*r trightenes senses. ihey bot t
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..x~.g_25n 1ay beneat

} by Henry Atwald, froe F i
e {t deesed uradvisab! itkiy
grly being able to ascertaln tnat the @an was ?rc?. De Barre, of Tuc

£ craft was his ggr inveakicn, he being on his way te cn":g- and tha

ring tuc beccaing unsanagezble in the high wing.'

! prebably be visited by hundreds to-day, and for the benetit of the public iis

be given, it being some seventy-five feet back érom the river, ané 230 feel, or 2
the toll read.®

15 story appearing on Aprii !, it ceess to have besn an fApril Fools joke. !

The Chronicie of Spekane, Wa., of April 14, printed the fclliowing:

*# numder of pecple about the city today are declaring in positive teras that anair ship has

Een seen in this neighborfiocd. Some declere they have seen it themselves. Others have seen peonle who
nave seen the nacbzne. One ean, whe gives his name as Thurber, declares he saw the air ship, a cigar
faped n cb e kide o ¢lulans about twenty-five feet long., He says it was stranded beyond MeST T

v ot Dead Men creex, ang had one orcnell=r breken. It seemed tc have been abardoned by 218
nut was surrounged by a big crowd.”®
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The Livermore (IA) Gazette of April 16, printed a very ridiculous story about the airship
hirg there, It was seen sailing over and the town sarshall flashed his badge at the pilot and
blinded him encugh to cause hia to be lost momentarily, When he would not come down when ordered to
ane Vinton Moces threw his lariet around one wing. Tu's caused it to go only in circles and Dack
y chot it in the rudder and j{ case down. T i and the parts were distributead
The headlight was used to light a'railroad crossing, the red en¥ green lights wers placed

-
Wi
around town,
E

on the sidewalk to thg Methodist church to lure sinners down, the wings were cut up for awnings, and
the hiss was used to aake fun of a coapany.
{This report Nas a very unbelievable ring to it.]

te {TN) faericen of April {8, printed a dispatch froa Heaboldt, Tn., dated dpril
3 persen was riding along tQg_ha;x3EEEL2_21_133_:0;&&4_2&::_:1;3r #hen he found
ject partly on the ground and partly suspended in the tiaber where it had evicentiv
. The larger pertion consisted of a thin-shell of bright white metal zbout 100 feet in
y 3¢ fest in diameter, running to a point at each end. A tubular rib extends along each side
this is suspended a frasewori carrying the sachinery, with enclosed coapartsents for

or cren, The sclitary ;;;ugan;. hewever, was unable to tell miz stery for though the
nct cold, his body and his water barrel were selid blocks of ice. The sachine had evig .Iy
o8 hxgh al tlt”dcs. and its sanager had succumbed to the pitiless ccld and for want of hi

ad fallen to the earth,

nes were of a strange and unknown construction, but were probanly ryg by !
fed and ignited by eiectricity. Screw propelisrs, sbove and st each end aﬁd horizontal

Sills or nic at each side seem with the buoyant skill t ine al g orinciples cf cea and ajir
Ravigalign. An estimate of the uexght of the concern would be about 4,000 peunds. 8 sizple calculatien

=
(=¥

4.

gives the buoyant capacity of the ship to be about £,000 pounds, allowing, say, 2,000 pounds burden
or ballast, No ballast, however, is necessary, as the chell is made in two section, one sliding in the
sther like the parts of a quinine capsule, reducing or increasing the capacity of the cylinder by
meane of a horizontal screw shaft =vtenﬂirq froz end to end and cperated by the engines Selca

5 ed gas it not depended for buoyancy, but =lgg1¥_zé%325;\;“oagh hvdrogen gas is

i i il weighs :ometh.“,, ahile vacuue does net. A little ga¥ though may heve besn

1 tt the external air pressure on the shell,

1as been ascertained ¢roa abser
tary raptain has not yet been d
apies of 2l records found.

ses zny &ore acco"nts n¢ t is shig be'ng seen elsewhere you mav depend on it is oaly

vation and pesger notes fount on Soard, but whg or
isccversa. Will be glad fo =zail vou mcre gefaiisd
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gy 11 issue of the Albany MQ) Ledger, this appeared:
ac man who signs ’s nane ‘zix’ has a3 frienc naged J. ¥, Rarry eho hac sszen the
5 3 g caganed it considerabiv.”

ot of mxsszng detaiis 1n the rzger tor any comasnt. ]

It ig very easy to recognize that sost of the zbove were either complete fakes or aisidentifiaed
seteors, The few that appeared to be rea] descripticns, do not fully constitute definite procf trat it
was the airship that was seen to explode or crash.

Another fors of physical evidence could be in the fors of sozething falling from or Being droooed
frop the zirchip. tetters or written cossunications will be present later?‘Tﬁe fgllowing is a iist of
various oiher itews that were caid te have fallen érca the airship:

B o
rashed through 3 hothouse rost in Leavenwerth, Xs., presudabiy |

134



/35

khittemore, la,

S

¢

&

ignc keys fell a

-

Toronto, Canada, pape

3 issue of a

4
i

ri! 23-an Agr

fp

e
L=

Ll
[~

vene

frog the
ed in the

-
h

S

WETE Drin

tcaraphed there.

very not, «

Fo

I

hews of Apri

-Kt. Morris, i

L
)
>
-
[
LY
2>
2]
=
<
X
-
[~
Maad
&2
m
[
]
L]
o
-
ey
ey
(=]
(753
(=]
-
(=)
P
(=}
~-
(@]
uy
&
et
L]
—
[
[ =3
9
-
oW
[
- A
=
2
[ 3
o
S =4
prer)
-t .
[0}
e
o~
Cre
[
B
b
£
-
-4
«)
-

'y
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H. Babrock received

i
e

ated that
on, la. It was taken at {4
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z2pt

News of fpril §7 s
-{aw at H
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is brother-
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vocate of April 28 stated that ¥, F, Whittier, editor of the Sunbury News Ites,

g
1ghtning, which, when developed, showed the airship.

%
i

I

i

30 issue of the Arkadelphia (AK) Southern Sentinel said that a Little Rock man took

The Aberdeer (SB) D

zirship taken by

[
"
=y
—
<K
b 3
o
e
a2
LI
P




e

During the airship wave, the most comson fors of apparent physical evidence czae in the form of

Aritten cogmupigatign ﬁ;gg.;gg_ggggh;p. This fora of evidence would definitely peint te the pelief
that the girshig was of oarTRTy origin. This is evident in all of the Jgtters that will be presentsd,

night

ton (CA) Evening Mail of November {9, 1894, reported that the airship was seen the

acrning the fellowing nole, which solves the whele mystery, was picked up near the

fRark and California streets. The writing is in penci! and is gpa lot of cigarstt

together. It runs as folliows:

hile up in a balloon September 17th we were caught by a large seteor, and &re now ripping
erid on it, Provisions alnost gone, and tobacce giving cut. Scuthward bound to h--- and

gone. Tried to jump off at the State Insane Asylum, but couldn't aaxe the riffle. :

"'Mete 3. Roid.

e,

Tg-day, hcwever, 3 Mail man noticed a package on ore of the pans of the scale whith the goddess
of justice holds over the County Courthouse. The discovery was made in lcoking te ascertzin the time
trom the clock in the dome, His attention was first attracted by a hunk of fleecy cloud that hung ¢roa
the parcel, and which was evidently put there to keep it froa being blown amwav. Janitor Cole kindly
veiunteered to sea ehal the package contained and learn why it was placed there. He went sut on the
balzony surraurd*ng the dome, and took the parcel off its perch by aear= cf 2 long pele. tper
exarining it he found to hlS great surprise that it was_ggdressed j il.

The fellowing coppupjeation was found to have been wrapped up in the package, which will be read
with great interest by the entire scieptific werld:
0tf the Earth, Wednesday night, November 23, '96.
To the Editor of the Mail--Sir: I saw by your issue of the 19th instant an article purpcrting to
in a strange phenomencn, which, I take it, was nothing more than gur_airship. In the =r11c'e
appears a cosmunication signed by two--a Mete. 0. Reid and an A1, Lafake. I wish, sir,
state that .“o=e gentlesen are not, nor have they ever been, on this airship, acr i
such phenﬂaenon. Rg alighted the other night cut rear api
nd there we found the copy of your pazer. ¥e tock i* up Wit
Y. In order to provE LY you that what we say regard
serters cut with us ig-merrow, Thursday svening. T
' nd we nz*l 'a=s that wav between 12 and ! o
faily znd say, if he can buck 3 rat Tforoat
ta-zar row #:}] be Thnaksgiving, rcoze to tnxnk ot it T
n the rarifi atmasghera through which e go t
. He might also bring two or three overcoats, for the weather ic quite
y riding on a rain cloud., We have had good weather, though, for we rige on !
a ver your city the cther night and waved our handkerchiefs at you, We don't know
shether vou saw us or not. The electric lights ieeked eal bright.
he uay how is ”avs;-iza:?TTT?ﬁrﬁ;-igs ta get off the earth we’ll make his a flying ma:h:re,
t 2il eround up here. fnd, speaking of Eaggs, thal reminds us, we wish you would st
in the gulaars ot your pap.r that we have not taken to this sachine to SVOId cur creditors, éﬁd, By
the way, did you folks down there cee or fesl, perhaps, a shower of bird shot? We neard a fiock af
geese tlying a short dxstnnce telow us the other night and peppered away at thea, and afterwards
w
]

1.
QD
t&:m

andered whether we were ﬂve' Stockton or not. Hope nebody was out that late. We are just returning
0w froa 3 visit to Heraet [sland. We did not alight for fear that those woggpthere would.issoous,
Remesber the roof of the 'mperx;! notel between 12 and ! Thursday night, Au revair,
#. Flyaan, Ecq., and Partrer.
he following, which is = copy of the letter picked up on the Courthouse lawn early this
y Zardener Pat*erson and which was aﬂﬁ'ESSEU 'n Shﬂrsz Cnnﬂxqqhan. is 1nt°r°st1nn ta say th
1 i

«r

car
real astate just new, [t's cold up here e'nights, but 1t°11 have o te a qaad deai colder bEfsr~ I
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venture the hospitable cheer of San Joacuin county. We will be heard froe in Mexico chortly,
Yourc in haste,
J. F. Moseley,
Froe the Stockton (CA) Mail of Noveaber 24, 1394

found and said toc have cose froa the airship. It reed:

Neviis Fegasus.

izces fprillis, 1897,

ex medie zere ex altivsiae milliae duze ad uram milliasm ei quintuel centus seters,
ultes dies, Stupeforiasus sultos populos,

end 1iat magna in tespore ejus, ita Pegesus Bodii longe aniecedit alteras

The Wauston (MWI) Star of April 13 reperted on & sighting there on Sunday. On Fonday morning a
g

£x fells
“Osypete
“et Celenc”

The ¥ilwavkee (W1} Sentine! of April 1S srznted a dispatch froz fppleton, Wi., aboet ietters
tount near there including the Clark letter znd those found at Cliften and Seygcur. The letter at
Seymour was 4 teﬁ Anrxi and attached to an iron rod with RES ctamped on it. No nearby herdware

en

A
12

bars like it. T". latter re

*0n boar axrsh'p Pegasus, April 12, This ve-se’ ic noe mzking its 7th trip from Lafayeite,
Tenn., to the prairies of Ssuth Dakota. We have proved the undoubted ability of cur machine to travel
in all crdinary weather, but are still a little tiaid about encountering sudder stromg winds. Only one

atteapt has beer made to tross the Rockies, and that zttespt resulted in a tie up near the Bhite vaer

in northwestern Colorads. Neverthelecs, the finder may rest assured this invention wiil in a few weeic
sursount present difficulties and will revolutionize all presen aefbné: of lnr~ ic

otion. Tr Peg
cropeiled by stean, ic constructed on the parallel plane plan an i
CHIT WEIQNt. fipcer will please retzsin this letter until ra

The Jattie Creek {HI) Daily floon of April 14 saig that a ietter had teen found there. It read:
"dn the Air Ship, fpril 13, 1897,
“Eg have £ropped many L33 sages but have sade bu g

o

ut tag landinge since we left Sen Franciscn cning
1! not attesnt an ct s landing uniil we !

g NEvE
tz the canger, Rave now iost our anchor wire and wi
£ i

Wastington, Eapect to do great dasage to ship in landing, Should this be found plessETEGUEST oan
FrEncisce pajers to Copy.
*Robert has been sitky is 2ll right noe. Al} the rest well. Have some gosd views of many cities.
“Haghly
“Ban

“Rirship FN
hi 4 ¢ + an; i1y “
his ncte be found please hand to any dailyv papgr.

[9)
=r
[=]
©=
e
a.
-

e Srand Forks INDJ Plaindezier of April 1% described a cighting there at 2130 eon fpril 14, It
stated that a faresr between there and Manve! was aweken by a noiee at 2200. He foung a stone wrapped
' th if ifipg of 2 foreign lancuage. Somehow, sceeone translated it (it was not specified
who did this and what language it was).

“Mid Bir, fpril 14, 97, Minneapolis B:30, St. Cleug 53, Sauk Centre 54, Alesandriz 553 took a
bath in the lake, then acved on along the Great Northern Road; Fergues Falls at 9, took a snap ghot &t
the Hotel Erand with the rubberneckers’ long top; ﬂar*ssvz!l- 9:03; gave notice to dispatchers teo
netify all operators to lock out for us northward; investigated the satter of paving at Crookston at
9105 dasages by high water at Fargo 08; looke: cver\#be clyun at Jamestown at 9:10; attended a
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ape

by electricity, and has a carrying power cf {000 pounds.™
R

Bismarck pow wow at 9:15; then we cut across country locking in at Cerrington, Aneta, Lakota,

Larimore, Hillshoro, and Grand Forks where we noticed Jis Bell, Kittredge, Ed. Ccoley, Ollier, Mcbraw

and Sanders of the Plaindealer on top of the Hotsl Dacotah all stretching their necks, with their
apuths wide open looking at usy calied on the cgaea, and --* the page was torn here

The Brand Rapids (MI) Press of fApril 26 printed the first letter found at Appleto
found by N. B. Clark on 8pril 14 and was attached to an 12 inch long iromTdd. It read

‘Aboard the firship 'Pegasus’, fpril 9, {897-The problea of aerial navigation has been solved
The writers have spent the past month cruising about in the airship "Pegasus’ and have desonstrated
their entire satisfacticn that the ship is a3 *horough success. We have been able to zifzir a speed
150 mi l°s an hour and have risen to 3 height of 2200 fest above sea level.

he ‘Pefgsus’ was erectad at 2 seciuded point 10 ailes from Lafayette, Tern., and the varrig

garts of the zachine were carried cverlang fros slasgow, Ky., to that paxnt, being shioped from
Chicaga, Pittsburg, and St. Louls. We have sade regular ;rzps cf three days each ¢rom Lafayeite tg
Yankton, and no hara has come to the "Pegasus’ thus far,

"Within a month our application for the catents for a parallel plane air ship will te filed

isultanecusty at Washington and the Eurcpean capitals. The ship is propelled by steas and is lighte

The Palayra (NY) Journal of fpril 23 reported the ¢inding of a piece of can that fell ¢
airzhip when seen at South Bristel, NY.. A note inside read:
*dip.Ship Pegasus, April 15, "97-1:30 aa.
"4e have COVEFSd the dictance froe the Pacific s ope to the &tlantic coast in four days,
eroseter

traveling nights, and now on cur way back to #. &e shows 400 aiies tcnight.
“Capt. Pegasus,*

{azha (NB) Eee of éprzA 16 Sec. Wakefield of the Exposition recisved ancther
a maha anc read: o T

ri g ipaha &

"Guiug tor itated by ocur recent Milwaukee

Ry aaturdav but wiil call after azking 2 voyag

on. I regret that practical jokers are sending up
"A. C. Clinten

ze vovage it will

i
to New Ye'k whe
11
&

The Zentinel of Indiapapslis, In., of April |
sajg that . Strock found a note tied to 3 scr
"Froa 3=

dispateh frem Elkhart of dpril o
re, :
the air vessel to the Pecple of indian

4
(]
»
o
>
L

e

o

% letter was alsoc found near Farmington, NY, which said basically the same but the time was (:43
ﬂ

F cve, feliowcountrysen, I, the inventer
af the new idea {the flying vessell, aa ncw pass ng over your city, It is now 12:30 c'clock and very
tloudy, I will pass over your city on ay returs trip Friday night, Yours Truly,

*The Inventor.”
—— o

ﬁﬁ_—

The Grand Rapids (MI} Press of April !7 reported that a letter was found attached to stoppers and

bettle cpeners. The envelope said, "From the Airshin travelers.T The IZTYEr read
"Te uhnever finds this. 2,500 feet above the level of the sea, ueaded nerth at this writing,
i ip. Afraid we are lost. We & to controlqur en . Plzase notify our
nedoie, Think we are comewhere over Michi gan.
rtth B, Coats, Laurel, Miss,
. C. Harrxs, Buifport, Miss.
'C #. Rich, Richburg, Hiss.
“April 16th 97, 9 pa.®

The 9 toria {IL) Searchlight cf April 22 said that Sert Swearengern fpund a leiter connected
asbco cane and 3 wedge chaped rock. On the envelops was written the following:

ic 2
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(47

*Fros Air Ship-Notice to finder: Piease mail enclosed letter. Passed over about 12:30 pa. fpril
15, 1897, going north and east. About 2300 feet high. Excuse dirt as just get through ciling,
"Harries" TTTrN——
ide wac a lptter addressed to “Ar, T, 4. Edisnn. New York Citv, N.Y." The letter wac cpened

5

top said Tohip Three'. The letter was Writltem in ‘cipher® and signgg °C. L. Harries,
L. A ——

tizn.*

distn caid he had several men in hic employ named Harris but knew nothing of C. L. Harris.
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v News of April 23 printed an article froa the Prlnc=ton Republ:c which
ound near there. I* read: *Earocte, April (7, ‘97, Dear friends: Pardon

] or of a szchire which burns the wind at the rate of 178
m

1d_am now testing 1%, Have been on the rcad now several days and have not des csnﬂed

any

4
ecne will 'eaE Bt DUl O™ Ay ga;ent right, I haven't any new news except that [ am erjaying
ighly,  ¥Y2°
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5, 5D, of April 2! printed a dispatch érea Chicago s
er boy found & brown paper package in a tree nesr Li
r ﬁf 2 TUNCh ang a Terc reac: g

5 folded &
a rshx and below this was a boy standing on
En Wasi "9:41 pa-lue northwe:t 2000 feet &1 N. Lat., 3

r {C0) Rocky Mountain News of April 20 printed the story fres Cripple Creek, fo., about

ver {C0
z igtier foung by J. H. Grahes. The ietter was in a battered sardine can. It read:

*in W10 &ir, April 17, 1897,-To Whoever finds this note: There are fhree of us lost in an
girghin, Our names ezre £, J. Pillsbury, of 130 ¥ashington St., Boston, Pierre Huabert, City engineer
TTRCSToR, and L. U. De Navine, of 70 Rue Iraffaut, Paris, April 8 was the last day we were on terra
tirpa, Upon that date we ascended from 2 switch upon the Missoul Pacitic rrailroad én Easte*f Eansas
named Weeks, and 17 ziles norih of Esporia. We have been sailing, we know not whers £
watgr zng have gifgd LCAhG$E. We trust that shoever finds this note will 1£ee-1ate:y
at the zddresces given.”

ue.,"

4 t4ring power of 1,200 pounds, He has been up for 42 gays. It was signed __,,—»
F, ushpl’x:, Capt, of 1 {
e

in th i

"goril 49, ‘97

"To the pecple of vour town

"Besr Friends.

¥z passed over your little village zt 9:15 pm. There not being sany lights burning thought
rrebably we were unnoted. We are on our way hose in New York where we will make an isprovesent in our
vessel, and then we chall aake another trip to TeYat ttcn, —
— ‘Truly

*Willias Sveign & Bentus®

The Lincoln (NB) Evening Pest of April 21 printed & letter said to be from the sirship., “On board
the firshic Pepasus, April 20, 1897° and was 2 long letter. It stated that the airship was built IR
‘gaaghern H?. It ic & leng oval balloon, peinted at beth ends, 30,000 cu. ft. capacity, nct hycrogen,

5 ounds and 114t

t

The Cclorads Springs (CD) Bazette of April 22 reported that a letter was dropped frosthe
airship, It was in 2 sezled "Bock Eeer" bottle. It reads “April 21, cever fings this noted
We are in air about 2 miles above the earth., Qur valve ic jaased so that we cennct let the gas escape.

L ———



He have no focd except crackers and bottled olives, g, J. Pillst #ashiggton j5t.,
Boston, Prerre Humbert, city engineer cf sostom, and C, De Novina, 72 Hue Tra#fant, Paris, Please let
ur frinds know where we are. We cannot possibly live 48 hours longer, as we have no watgff'

he Daily Herald of Salem, 0., of April 22 printed an articie taken from the Maseillicn
endent ¢t foril 21, It said that Frank Reed found 2 _letter sttached to 2 piece of =and=tons. It
the eﬁdress-ﬂf Thoaas Sdison and read: *On hoard airship, bourd for Cuba, 9, 29,97. the

. ‘M

tinger 7 831l enclosed letter and send your address to M, £dison, who will reward vou. We. R.

u 5 » e ——————— .

Harris.

—

The Green Forest (AK) Tribune of April 22 described a cighting there on Wednesday, The wiiness

sa# soae thing fall froa the sh p It was z plain, unaddre ssed envelepe with a note which read:
“sboard the Stratus, April 2i, 1897, ~—
"With Fleasure we send greet.Jg to the people of the beautiful little city below. He will ses you

‘i 5t

i
again and learn aore cof you and you W
*A. Passenger

1o
rat'sll,

2
1! learn aore of our wenderful ship, t*
[ ]

P

The Cleveland {0} Leader of fpril 28 ran am article dispatched froa Lorain, 0., dated April 24
ahich said & ietter had been found there. It read:

"Sjoard the Rufofe, artitude 1,500 ¢, r of this lettar say be ccaewhat surprised shen

reads !55 contents. Gur ship is a siaple affair. The hull or body is serely a wire netting covered

#ith a very thin and light but extemely strong casing of oiled silk, through which neithsr water nor
air can pass nor can the fiercest gale rent. It is filled with hydrogen gas. The hull is in the shape
ot a cigar and stayed with alusjqus bars. It is 82 fest in length and 17 feet in diameter. The whole
is supported by an egg shaped ballaon 2bout 35 feet in diameter. The moticn is secured by_g propeller
wheel at the stern, This wheel is 15 feet in diameter and has 8 paddles run by storage hattaries. The
aeight of the Aurora, including sycelf, wife, and child, benmmmmWn
#as aade in an out cf the way place near ban a re, .o, Frnn there cur journey over the Uniteg States

guch [arger boat y

ng

ne
1
1

Jacieenville (iU Journal of April 25 printed a letter found rear Markhas, Ii.. It read:
*Osaha April 23, '97

iett Omaha at 8:30 pn and drop thic notice at 11:23 pa to show you oro

st iti

-,

g st wonder of the zge, and will be on exhibition at the Osaha c:positi
hed of advertising. By presenting th??rT:;tnr you will be entitied to one r
the tiae my airship »ill be on axhibitioe

"ferial Navigator®

The 2ortemouth (B} Blade of April 2% said that Agent Hughes of the C & O ‘3\2E_3_l§§is:/whith

“Qq_hnagd Electric Airship "Buckeye’ Mg, J

*fpril 23, 1997,
“Te the pecple of Portsmouth: We passed over your city about {:30 this morning
S0, We are enroute to ﬂashxnnton, D. C. and wart sur friends to know that we are 2
Captain Air Ship No. 3
zper so that our friends will be surg and hear froa us,

at an aititude cf
il well,

"#,8, Please hand this




The Cin'innati (€) Coseercial Tritune of April 25 said that the airship had been seen in Newpert,
L Ky. The witnesces said that during the sighting, they heard scasthing drop near thee and they found a
tag of cand and 2 note. The note reads
*Aipghip Pegasus, April 23, 8:20 p.&.-Pecsed over Newpert, Ky., at B:20 p.s., traveling ot the
te of 40 Eph, due H. ferometer recorder 200 siles since 4:30 p.2, Expect to arrive at Nashville,

pat & westerville, f., of fpril 24 which
nd § by Cleve Boyer. One letter found by Mr.
rited ite journev through the air a2t 40 degrees
o oe & friend of Arthur Burr of Coclugbus, to whem the letter wmas
5 Signed uiB WCX. TRE OLREr JELLEr e 1ount was direCieg To

,-Jz....~ — —
n at 74 feel up. Th The ietter fcund by Mr. Boyer was directed dc
p. i ¥ ~t

had sent up,

. o

B Y o=

XU
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n

o
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he |
m
m

f:

l

E i H
= of Westerville and ar.tte
f E

27 described & sighting there on Monday and said 2
t day. It read:

-
i , 2t oa
"He zre three belated, bewinded, bedrizzled, and bedamned aerialists who ar2 swung through the

T heavens wncokfortably near the angels. We have risen on our envisons and are living cn dried apples,
l prunes, ant navy beans, We are twc full of these either for comfort or utterance. We would iike tp get
: down to pay our taxes. We would also iike to behold the bosea of our friends. We know when we have got
| - encugh. e have run out of water, but the stock of evaporated fruit of Adas still holds out. We can't
} fhold our jobs and ctay up here. We nesd & change of shirts. We desire to be buried in Mother Earth, as
Z graves can not be kept green in the cicuds. We alsc need a change of socks. For the sake of husarity
; tome up and pluck us dowm.
l - "3, ¥, Filisbury, Eocton
| "Peer Hooebert, Eoston
| "fndocr Fricasee, Faris
% -~ *F.5. Please bring three metailic caseets for three ¢ you can't start inside the nest four
| days,”
|
E - € of foril 26 reported a sighting near Devire, Tx,, last Monday. The
| w i plete LE7 L, “Thic ic the best part of Texas =e have passed cver. The clieaste
j {GKTToTy TRE G PUPE and the scerery picteresque. In fact, we ars prone to proncunce this
; untry that ying machine ever flew over, Tell thes thzt you saw us.”
% -
@ The Trenton (NJ) Evening Times of #zril 27 orinted a story of the airchip being seen there on
| foril 26, The next acrning the witness found @ package which cantained 3 Boston baked been can which
- contain the %iilndingﬂe_:
| “In the clouds, fprii 26, "97; night-tc whoe it may inierest: A terrific wind and rain store,
E which has been raging has just abated. Dur airship revcived like 2 leaf in 2 sinature whirlwind.
| - Nearly three weeks ago we descended upon & vest prairie, evidently in the westerp statec {Unifed
| States}). Zince then we’'ve been cailing, we know not where, We've beer out of water fresuently, and as
; siten have gelted snow for relie f.igfgse notify Maurice Porter, Greenmichy N. Y., He kgows who we
| are. We hourly expert to parish, N
2 bt *signed “We are four.®
|
E The Wellsville (0) Daily Union cf May §, printed a report of an esirship sighting there on
: - Thursday and the finding of a letter from it. The letter wes rather lengwinded. It was dated dpril 29,
| 137, 11 p.m., &nd sal f The letter szi¢ they had planned to oo to New York City,

but were forced to rs;urﬂ‘iﬁl!ﬁ???'!!‘iﬁaby hes taken the seasles...” They were making 70 ailes per



~__

[32

hour with favorable wind. It indicated that annthsr letter had been dropped last Friday and believed
it was cver Lorain, 0. They had meet with an accident last Saturday and took him three days t g dake
repairs. It said a better ship was being buiit With & 40 foot wheel of 1500 rpa to give 290 sph. It
was cigned “Williaa R, Harris,

Flint (MI) Daily News of April 19 recorted a cighting at Davison, Mi. & lstter éell érom it
y I g 1 5

sccupants of the air ship. Me started froa the shores of (hjpa !ast

tten by
I have teen sailing ever since. In a gale which occurred shortly zfter ge left China we
: he air valve and being unable to reach it, we are unable to come to the BEF®R. Pray

riington {IA) Hawkeye of April Z3 printed a dispatch from Mew Londen, Ia., dateg Asril 27
¢ tnat 3 letter was found there. The letter was on brown paper, tied with twine, and had 2
an attiCHed te it. The letter read:
A

oa Rirchip lan Chang, If this gessage is found send to Mrs. John Randolph, 22303 Vine Street,
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£rs, It n:s 72 u=xned tor the daps to selve the air ravigator. Fi ve been 2ade bv the

g fdawall., WG are Carrying aras from uUnited States.
Toag ftrom near Hartford. Cosaunicate with governzent. Haste, vour son, d.

part owner in the airship, It was claised that the jptter was dropped from the airship. The
fui 1 in January b' M, Petoinr ang bis three aassenqer . #arkle claies to

Silver Ciitf (L) Rustler of April 28 printed 2 long letter fros a L. B..Yap dackle who said

The Nashville (TN} Americap of fpril
ip hed Leen seen and a note was drope g it,
lend and take him on board., He have 3 high up place ¢
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A linsa, twe preseliors, and bat wings,
passengers and 1t is cpera{eﬁ by CoBLTESiEd
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ihe Pigneer Press of S5t. Paul, M., of Apr:l 4 described 2 sighting at New Ule, Mn. The

#itnesses said that something dropped from it. It was 3 ;ggy cf the Sunday PiongerBrggg weighted with
tal Ser and had_gletier ins:de. The letter said the i Led iroa the Picneer Press

iidirg in Zfaul. The ship is a hollow cylinder ¢f 2 uo*nng cpened &t both ends, A pxatfarn an top

¢ fzet above this was 3 gas bag. The cylinder has |acae.ainas on the sides and &

the stern. The machinery and cabin are on the platfora and is q;..a;ahapiatiin. Gn

he cylinder is a large fan shich Slows air out the rear and pushes the ship forward.

n he aoved in order to act as a ‘an‘:F'EETT-E: a parzchute. The signature was

e aaper went on to say, "...s0 it {the Picneer Press) is the ¢irst in the field with an
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airship to carry the gospel cf ‘the oldest and the best newspaper in the northwest.’* fn interesting
note to the above is that the Miner and the Tises, both of Ely, Mr., claised that the above was fzlce
and that they claized the airchip wes their's and that it was launched from their respective
fuy'dinnc

buildings,

iy
& pac k= ] ‘el' from it, It c 1tu;re# 3 ce'tx‘xc te of appc‘ntl."t to touncii at Berlin,
€ede out ia blank and signed by Fres. XcKinley ang Sec. of Stat
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¢

e Jonn Sherman. No cne wanted
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pe {lying ’bﬂui.ai.ihﬂ.jjag_;igp- I find this iapossitle to accept. This 16 especially
igw of the evidente concerning the state of asrial navigation, which will be coveres later.
should be noted that nene of the names given in the letters eppear in any history of flight,
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APPENDIX A

) FORTEAN EVENTS.
Most UFD recearchers, including myself, have 2 sore than passing interest in 21! Fortean events.
Kith my excursion through the 1896 and 1897 newspapers, I kept an eye open for any Fortean event that
[ might come across. The following contains the events which were found during the research. Sose of
thea mavy be new finds and some say not, I do not know which are or are not, cince [ do not sake a
therough study of this facet of the paranoraal. It ic ey hepe that they are of value to others,

STRANGE ANINALS.

i PANTHER
Attacks Farmers Who Venture Out
Rfter Night--Huniing Parties After
The Beast
Sperial Dispatch to the Enguirer,

Carrollton, Ohic, May 4.-The residents of the peaceful valley of Perry Township, south of this
tity, are terrorized over the appearance of 3 large panther which hed been jilling sheep, hegs and
tattle and frightening the people until they 5;;3"3335T5§'th9 good clo pioneer style Of wearing aras
and & frightened look. Aras of all descriptions from the heirloca musket to torn cutters are carried
by the tadly frightened residents........ :

At Lamartine, Emanuel Hendrick, dr., a voung faraer of that section, was returning hose from that
town, and while passing through a saall wood he was confronted by what he though was & dog which
uttered a piercing screach and made a leap for the now theroughly terrorized young san, whe defented
himseld with the whip anc & large knife. Numerouc agn'jcatigns cf the whip kppi the panthpr.ah  bay
atter several unsuccessful attespts to lezp inte the carriage.  ®hipgping the ¢renzied horses into s
rad run hie was pursued over three ailec before the panther was outdistanced.

Heavily armec hunting parties are scouring that part of the country in searcn of thiz  aniaal,
whith has so terrorized the good farasrs who have neglected their spring lasbors.

-Fros the Sentinel cf Cadiz, 0., May 9, 189S

The Hetag Phote,

In the window of Bilhas & Rick's Third street aseat market ic 2 photograph of the celebrated
hodag, CapfuLes at Rhinelender ccae time ago, The anieal is &5 frightful 25 2 nighteare, it's imsenss
head being armed with horns and an ismense wouth +filled with teeth. Along the spinal colusm, at
intervals cf a few inches, are sharp horns. The heavy tail snds in 2z hooked horm or claw, the fest
teing armed with similar appendages. The photogragh shows the anisel stanzing con 2 1og in the wooes,
ant on the ground near by is the body of an unconscious boy, whos the anieal iz about o deveour,
Brouged around in the back ground are a number of Rhinelander’s citizens arsed with guns, axes, ang
pitchforks. As 3 work of art, the picture exhinits the vivid qualities of Mr. Sheperd’s igagination,
znd is gretty good evidence as to the strength cof Rhineiander whisky,

-Froe the Semi-Weekly Record of Wausau, ®i., April 13, 1897

ihile walking up Prairie eavenue at 10:30 Tuesdey evening Henry WcKenna was attacked by two
stran?e looking animals about the size of dogs. He had just reached Thosas BondTS WREm TEWis
starsied by a rustling very near his, He had scarcely time to tura around when one of the anisals
darted cut from the shadow and flew at him, As he had no ares of any kind and was unacquaintéd with
the cheracter of the anizal that was after his, Mr. McKenna was for some tise quite at a loss. e

soon recovered himself, however, and after a little strucgle succeeded in fresing himself from the
systerious assailant. It was not, however, until the animal had taken an vgly bite out of kis leg




just above the knee. Mr. McKenna went to the doctor’s at once and had the wound dressed. It is still
a perplexing question to him, what it could have been that attacked hia.

-fron the News of Kenosha, Wi., April 14, 1897

That terpiile.anigal that made it'c appearance fear Pine Lake and Edwardsburg last year case
again the latter part of the week. The men spearnng of Fine nade tor the shﬂre raeidly awd three

guns were fired in the dxrectzon of th t

fo unknown animal is said to have nmade it's appearance near Pine Lake, carrying away several
s and in several instances k;;llng tattle. The aniaal is said to reseable 3 panther, and several
. . . N
nting parties are atter it.

-From the News of Saginaw, Mi., fpril 17, 1397
S eaetp
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Pecple living n i[d Lake have Ddeen nystified and horrified by the peculiar howls and
40BALElN.arg4ns, apparently procseding from the water. The Indians have long cherished a legend that

a village w#as blown into the lake by the Manitou wind, or "wrath of the Ereat Spirit.”
-From the Herald of Grand Traverse, Mi,, April 22,1897

IS IT A MULE OR BOAT
A Strange Sort of an Ani-
2al Found Down in

Springfiel

Jia Saith, of the Springfield fire department, is now a firas believer in the airship, and he ha
on exhibition at the fire departaent today an anismal which he cays proves conclusively that  the
has visited Springfigld. Scae time during last night the thing was found on the city st in
ihe rear of the fire barn, and the asmbers of the departzent ara sure thaf ihe airchip swooped dﬂwn
there and left the beast in.crcer to lighten the Joad. Hundreds of pecple have visiteg the ce
todey to See the strange visitgr, and all are zgreed that jt i net 3 native of this plane
5tk has no dou it _cage down from Hars. The animal soere nearly resgat &
alse thcugh all who ha«e seen it agree that it isn’t & mule. It is 2 1/2 fest ulgu
iy larger than a aan’s finger and very long and crcoked. There is a wavy orown §
‘s back nearly a foot :iong, very auch like that of an angora goat. His ears ars the a0
nt part about hia and in this he seeas toc be relatsd te the mule, but under his chin are |
.isks like thosa usually worn by the billy goat, His feet are a sight to behcid, and nothing l:k
fare, , They are auch like ‘hosz of the suls, exczpl tuice ac long and amuch
. tapering to a very sharp point in front, zs though decigred for asountain cliabing., His eyes
sere svidently not made for the earth, for he capnot see in the ddytxme, and blinks as though the
sunlight gave hia great pain. The boys 2t the fire department have teen unable to find anything he
nould eat as yet, and he turns up his nose at hay, ocats, corn and bran as though supresely disqusied.
It is evident, however, that he is not a wild beast, for he enjoys being fondled by husan hands,  His
iong and shaggy hair leads to the belief that he caae from a very cold clisate. The beys at the fire
department will give a liberal reward for the animal’s pedigree. Public cpinion is divided as to
shether he is a aewber of the sule family or belongs to the goat species.-Leader-Demscrat.
~Froa the Globe of Joplin, Mo., fpril 24, 1897
m}

Faraers in the vicinity of Wolf Creek are considerably excited by the existance in the woods o
at lgcality of what is thought to be a wild cat. The animal has been seen several times and
tenpt made to kill it. It is a feroc.53§'T33;;;§ anisal, and dashes about in an alareing ‘'sanner,
nd when come upon suddenly, sounds terrible cries 3°d‘232i§lz_fﬁiiEﬁﬂiﬁla A diligent hunt i¢ Geing
sade, It may soon by killed.-Kenton Demgerat: :

-Fron the News of Bluffton, 0., May 6, 1897
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