These multiple levels of1 consmoxﬁnzzsﬂﬁlir;tlzrrlldmﬁgi aelest
. The soul's overa E
ia;torggmozzéymzred through t.hc experiences of z;ll leveilsr;lpc:x;lait
odicaly consolidaed nto aunfed IRl 1S U0 o
y0i ¢ to strengthe '
4& irx;ys%?rlxztttfinc;orslew. At al% tim§s, however, it learns arglo]%:
I-'Iuerr'lanity is a collection of animals whose surface %%n | hne
tions as a thin skim of ice over a very deep. lalfe.‘ e scz oo
. seems self-contained and unique, but in reality 1s just wa ;,r i
different form than the fluid water of the lake. And within
water of the lake the bulk of activity occurs. il
= This is not to say tha: living in animal bodies Is not worthw 11 e.
Quite the contrary. We need the aniﬁlal bodtlesc (t,?l Smajm:lfu ate
experience in ways that a W.
‘gr;frrls. V%Jr‘;ghout a structured pattern o iconsolldatxonj Wwe WCr)Il‘lh
“Tapidly become a hodgepodge of uncontrolled experienf;sl.d ! :t
purposes of evolution would not be sex:ved. .The soul w 1no!
reall ow, but merely continue to exist. Since na

allow things to remain in a dy state for long, the soul t :_t
TanT grow wou eventually devolve into its component ene

. ¥
i ? This would mean the sou] would ceasg to exist as an A
ordered, living entity, and become instead a.disordered collection
of nonliving entities. This is not an attractive goal even for the
laziest soul. Consequently, all souls are deeply motivated to
progress and(to consolidate their experiences however thgy caq.
Some progress faster than others, Du

Having a greater biological potential for intelligence has simpry—
paved the way fo environmental experie indi;
ﬁlduﬂﬁmfés;m;mgﬁ To exploit the potential; this

otivationjstems from the soul. It is this motivation that stimu-

lates the Individual to make the most of his abilities. When this
Irappens consistently over many generations, the improvements

in behavior are encoded in the organism's biological instincts and
genetic structure. The species evolves, changing in keeping with

new_and_expanded skills(Motivation,) then, is the key to

Darwinian evolqtlon: the squl motivates biological Aevq;lu‘tlox‘l

through cumulative changes in the behavior of host species. In,

time, the corporeal organism—the species—adapts its shape as

well as its behavior to its new habits.
L pe—————

interact at their simpl
| plest level of

b

~L2cijning these classifications of life-entities and elements “
consciousness helps us understand our place in a multidimen- ‘
sional .frameworlf qf consciousness, just as we can plz.lce our-
~ selves in the multidimensional framework of space and time. The
organization of consciousness is as perfectly harmonious ‘and
balanced as any other physical reality. Just as the mechanical
.cosmos is the result of a cosmic evolution, the Oversoul 'afld'all
other living entities are the result of the evolution of universal{
consciousness. There is a planned order in evolution that is sug-
gestive of a higher order, of a Creator. But the expression of the
order unfolds in evolutionary terms, as each action is an orga-
nized response to predeterminate actions. Our goal within this
evolutionary framework is to learn to control the environment
rather than being controlled by it. To do so requires that frag-
ments of consciousness explore in minute detail each aspect of

physical reality. Our task is to explore aspects of the spacetime
coSmos.

The concept of Tevels pjf i
' universe can help us organiz
thoughts on infinity. Eagh Ie ; ewod as a

vel of universe can be vie
ug - wed as a
Euxldmg block of ex1ste§ce. There are infinite numbers of such
Oul ing plocks, cach orte having its own unique substance and
rganization. All act autonomoysly 1o the extent that they only

. i organization. This simplest
level, which my guides call the Universal Force, is the single uni-

gxfing field from which all substance and action derive, Each leve]
universe is a specific permutation of this universal field and

_becomes a fielf:l unto itself. Within each of these fields further
orders of organization can develop. _

—>
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‘The hierarchical framework of these various personalities can
also be described as concentric circles, personalities within per-
sonalities within personalities. Each offshoot is an expression or
aspect of a greater self. Each offshoot likes to perceive itself as
being unique and whole unto itself, but must also in some way be
a-part of external realities. Ultimately, the entire fabric. of the
universe is joined in this way. It is all one universal conscious-
ness, expressing itself in a multitude of unique and fragmentary
ways.” —
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Whea.as souls we cease to require biological organisms for Qur___
evolution, we will continue to_express love through the new
media we choose to use. Our expression of the ideal will then
¢hange in form and perhaps content, but it will remain an
expression of love. This is the essence of evolution; as we
become more evolved, we develop new skills and ideals, and
always broaden and degpen the expression of existing ideals.
here is probably no limit to the number of ideals we can
enjoy. The purpose of life on earth is not just to live and make
more life, but also(to improve life)Biological evolution is a slow,
steady process that foments this goal. It is fostered in itself by the
(etforts)of each and every life-entity that joins a biological organ-
ism. Yet the entities themselves gain the most, for they are
learning from the organisms and the experiences those organisms
present. Each entity must chogse its own tasks, always directing
its main tasks ain general. Such improvements
may only be in terms of some minute progression in the devel-
opment of the animal organism, or it may be in some more sig-
nificant terms in exploiting some new habitat. Each action leads)%<
to some¢{ improvement in life) even when some actions are guite
negative in the short term{Somethin 1tive)an always be sal-
vaged from the negative, some lesson learned.
ven the most bitterly destructive acts can be perpetrated with

the intent to do good for the self, or a social unit. I emphasize the
phrase "with the intent" because causing great harm or failing to
achieve good does not necessarily belie good intent. Nor does
even a direct intent to do harm to someone else necessarily belie

4 corresponding intent to do good for the self or one's own ped-

e. What goes wrong is that the party causing the harm has not
Erown sufficiently to realize(the advantage of seltlessness)This is *
why our world bears such sadness and strife. Too many of us are
not sufficiently evolved to realize that universal good is served, | r—
not by promoting self-interest over the interest of others, but by 2_

0000

rounded by those who would destroy us even as we help them,

9 we are slow to develop trust s the essential first step on &<
C— :

==p ( soul to soul. No soul, however, is content to remain forever in a

V “1’i~ { §ETH

serving the interests of others first. m |
is is a lesson that is difficult to learn because, when sur-

e

——The soul is motivated by its need to progress. As with.any
vacation retreat, there is the immediate exultation of the release

from worldly concerns and worries. There is great beauty there,
and great potential for rewarding pursuits. But also as with any
vacation retreat, there is a new order which must be learned. The
soul must adapt to the terms of the Afterlife, and the responsibil-
_i@gof that particular phase of its develgpmgr_lt. In time, it is pre-
pared to return to the work of incarnate life. The period of time
ip the Afterlife varies from incarnation to incarnation and

—

[ ) " m =
smgle state. The need for growth always eggs it on to search out
new experience, no matter how reluctant the individual may be.

ost souls actively seek out the challenges of growth. This is
why explorers and adventurers are willing to risk life and lim

MEP;@&‘C. They realize the cost of personal progress and
accept the risks happily, expecting full well(to grow)as the result.

though one could easily argue that they are higher aspects of my,
ownself. Once again, this criticism approaches the truth, for evgnl
the guides themselves (at least my principal guides) argue.tpls
very point, that they are indeed higher aspect selves of a unlfled
Oversoul, one that includes the human soul as well as their's.
However, this goes considerably beyond the conventional criti-
cisms I could expect, and besides, my guides argue that the prin-
cipal parts of the self occur outside the organic body. In other
wards, they see the human personality as an extension of their
core being, rather than as a human critic might, who would see
them as an extension of the human mind. The human personality,
in other words, is just a_shadow of the real self, a minor aspect
self projected within the terrestrial world through the medium of

a human Eody."""'""-

" In addition, the soul learns to foment its own development. It
realizes that it depends in many ways upon other beings and
forces. It learns that helping others helps itself. This simple
“awarchess paves the way for the development of further ideals,
which do not necessarily have an immediate Effect on its own
condition. ’
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swely resolves the debate. And when you reincarnate, you have
the opportunity to debate the issue again.

Adaptation can be described in corporeal terms, though the
principles apply equally to the life-entity. If an organism accus-
tomed to a warm environment suddenly finds that environment
cooler, it must _a_d_agt. If the change is too sudden, the species may
well fail and die out. But if the change is gradual enough, the
species can adapt. This much has been scientifically resolved; no
effective argument exists to counter the simple fact that organ-

isms do indeed change their own being to adapt to environmental

t7» challenges and opportunities. These changes can be subtle or - .
~ obvious. Given enough time and perhaps some special conditions

f

such as isolation in different habitats, the individuals of a single
species can_begin to evolve in different ways. One species may
branch out and evolve in 1 different species. After formu-
lating this hypothesis, Darwin himself sailed from England to the
Galapagos Islands off the coast of South America to observe
these very principles in action.

What science has yet to resolve isow does one species
become another and how does one sef of individuals within a
species choose one particular evolutionary path over other poten-
tial paths? Darwin's finches, some 13 species of finches on the
Galapagos Islands, served to illustrate for him the mechanics of
diversification of species. Similarly in Hawaii some 22 species of
honeycreepers are the descendants of a single species of tanager _
that drifted to the islands on the winds. Each has evolved into a

b

species that exploits a facet of its environment, some catching
insects on the wing, others developing long beaks for collecting
nectar from flowers, still others having short, strong bills for

cracking nuts. Yet all have the same ancestor, which has been
verified through blood tests. Somehow, similar descendants of a
single species developed into strikingly different species (the
definition of species being a population naturally inclined to
interbreed and thereby produce normal, fertile offspring with the
same characteristics as the parents.)

What causes_some individuals within the same species to begin

selecting vastly different environmental responses? Actcording to
e S

N

“
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classical Darwinian theories of random mutation, perhaps some
of the honeycreepers happened to grow longer bills, and therefore
were inclined to use them to gather nectar. But this to me seems
altogether(too chancy) It requires that a particular individual who
happens to possess a slightly longer bill would be smart enough
to realize how to use it and then deliberately seek out another
long-billed specimen and mate. The off-spring would thereafter
have to continue this deliberate pattern until they had established
their viability as a separate breeding population.

more likely explanation is that one or more individuals dis-
covered how to gather nectar and others copied this behavior. In
time, a population associated by virtue o developedsand
began breeding. Because their habits were passed on to thej -
spring, and to the next generation in turn, the gpecies began to
adapt to the task. The actions themselves, conducted consistently
OVer man ions within a particular breeding population,

\_Systematically caused the changes in physiology to occur,
Meanwhile, ing populafions P
habits. Individuals with the same habits grouped together in
reeding populations, which became increasingly exclusive as
their habits became increasingly specialized. Perhaps fortunes of
geography helped isolate groups initially, but in time the mere
fact that certain individuals interacted through similar habits
ensured that the various specialized branches eventually evolved
into separate species. In short, the habits became encodeﬂ'ﬁxjﬁé
genetic material of the birds themselves. Their bodies adapted to
the tasks set by habit and practice until the birds came to depend
on the habit for their survival. In time, many new species took3
shape from the parent species.

This second hy_pothesm is much more likely. Supporting evi-
dence is found in the habits of a population of English titmice.
Some years ago, one of these small birds learned how to peck
open the paper cap on a milk bottle. As the little bird returned
morning after morning to peck open bottles and sip milk, other
titmice began to copy its behavior. In a short while the behavior
was spreading throughout England. Undoubtedly, if the titrhice
conti this behavior over many generations and came to
depend on milk bottles as their main source of food, their bills

fem s
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and physiology would have begun to adapt to the task of opening
and drinking from milk cartons. Unfortunately this test is
unlikely, as the human packagers of milk have certainly by now
adapted to some other, more modern packaging technology.

Even if this second hypothesis proves correct, we still have an
unanswered question. What caused that particular titmouse to do
something new? Why did other titmice copy the behavior? We
can say they seized a new opportunity that didn't exist before, but
this still doesn't provide a cause for that particular action. Why
was that particular opportunity seized by that particular species?
Why didn't the titmouse content itself with its existing source of
food, or why didn't a starling or sparrow (two notoriously oppor-
tunistic species) learn to open milk bottles? Something drove this
particulag indjyi of this lay species to this particular
innova?% to attempt the untried léggision was made, it was
successfdT, and when it was demomNtrated to be successful, others
copied the ior. If the behavior had not been successful, the
titmice would not have begun copying it. At any given moment,
there is an infinite range of opportunities before any given indi-

vidual. What causes the individual to choos_g the opportunities it
does?

The potential for{choicelexists withi

.

behind survival. The individual must choose to pursue survival.
For most organisms, even single-celled ones, the choice can be
expressed as simply as "Do I flee, or do I continue feeding?"
Microorganisms exposed to light under a microscope can be seen
scuttling away. They perceive light and take the action consistent
with their will to survive: they flee.

The flight response is one of the most elemental aspects of life.
A nonliving substance exposed to light simply does whatever it
does when struck by photons of light; for example, a sheet of
white paper turns yellow. It does not have the capacity to identify
with its state of existenc white piece of paper and therefore
resist the process of turning yellow. It simply exists and under-
goes whatever chemical reactions the light stimulates. But living

—. entities tailor their responses to their needs; the microorganism

Py

O———

cxists within gl living entities. This
choice)is the essence of life itself. It is the force

\. motivated to Survive @
a desire to improve his personal condition by ending what he

C—
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flees, but the green plant turns toward the light source. It is quite ¢

impressive to see several hundred acres of sunflowers, each and
every broad-faced flower dutifully turned to face the sun and
tracking it across the sky from dawn to dark.

Given a_clgicg between life and non-life, the life-entity must
choose life. It is possible for people to choose to commit suicide
or to die for a cause or 10 protect their loved ones. But this is not
true death, the cessation of life. It is merely the surrendering of
one state for another, the death of an organism, but not of the
life-entity itself. Typically, the suicide who fails in his attempt
realizes immediately that he has made an enormous mistake.
Some do make several attempts, but are they really-attempting to
die or are tha‘desperatelx crying out for help?The soul of the
suicide, the accident victim, and the hero continues after the
death of the body. The body serves as a vehicle and is relin-
uished. What happens then is a change of state.

At any change of state, the entity has an opportun

ity to make
new choices. These choijces are typically made with and

n mind., New directions can be set or old

Cm————— . . . .
problems tackled anew. At all times, however, the life-entity is
dferow)Even the suicide is motiva

views to be a hopeless state. In fact, Karma dictates that he will
have to work out the problems sometime in the future, regardless.
The successful suicide, then, might be described as a failed effort
to resolve a genuine problem. Far from ending the unpleasantness
of Iife, the soul is confronted with a compounded problem,; it has
taken away its immediate ability—its incarnate experience—to

solve the problem. It must wait for a new vehicle to try again,
and may have to wait a long time.

The healthy soul looks forward It antici-
pates improvements to its lot and deliberately engineers the
experiences that lead to the sorts of Improvements it seeks. It
must have some goal, whether that goal is as simple as mere

survival or one of the higher ideals. Our life-dimension explores

a very specific set of ideals, chief among them the development
of mutual assistance, of love for others.
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Mutual assistance is a means of achieving one's personal goals

by assisting others@chieve theirs) The general idea is that what

improves the lot of tinose around you improves your own lot as

well. Typically this is the case. However, as we well know, great
disagreement can arise over what is best for whom. These dis-
agreements, though at their heart highly motivated, can result in
great destruction. Wars, sad as this fact may be, are motivated by
1onc group of people trying to improve their collective lot at the
expense of others they see as outside their sphere of loyalty. In
other words, individuals within one social group identify only
with other individuals within their group and perceive other

oup. This is an evolution or extension of our family and triba
instincts. These instincts can be applied in many ways within a
given nation or culture. ,
This stirring and mixing of a basic instinct can cause great con-
. fusion as well. Even if you identify with groups other than your
own and wish nothing but the best for everybody, it is extremely
» ~> difficult to know what the "best" is. These are the types of prob-
lems confronting us as we attempt to establish a truly global
society. Not only do we have to contend with problems for which
there are no clear solutions, but there are conflicts between many
s and nations that simply do not want to compromise. The
result is that there is lots of work for any soul that wishes to
vance its own well being by helping others. Our world offers a
roblems to solve.
here are many challenges our species and soul-race are
attempting to meet. The soul does not just begin solving world
problems as it pleases. It must first prepare. The souls of the
Human Race have been preparing for these tasks a long time.
Slowly, certainly, the experiences within the lower races of
Man's Dimension have created the foundation of experience nec-
essary to the task. First we must learn of this world and how to
(i )operate within it. Qur introduction to this plane occurs in

Serpentia, when we learn through the simple vehicles of the ser-
pents how to manipulate atomical organism. These vehicles also
give us first-hand experience of the reptilian ancestry of our
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organic vehicle. Next, the ubiquitous rodents introduce us to life
within warm-blooded species. Slowly, very carefully, the soul
gathers its experience through the various levels of the life-
dimension, adding each new experience to the foundation of its
earlier experiences. o

groups _as enemies. The mutual assistance is confined to t@%

som- way, In time, adaptations can change the collective

a characteristic of the species and is bred into the actual form of

As the soul achieves the third and fourth levels, it begins to

show stirrings of recognition of its overall purpose within the
life-dimension. Each soul picks for itself its principal habitats, its

references in terms of experiefice and nature, and its personal
ta_s_Es. While these‘choices)arc not manifested in highly sophisti-
cated ways during Tower-order incarnations, they become more
and more obvious as the soul advances through the middle levels
of the life-dimension. Maternal instincts become stronger, the
care and nurturing of young and other members of a social group
are developed to higher expression. Members of groups stand
lookout for predators, issuing warnings to others before fleeing
for their own safety. Some band together to fight in self-defense f*
as a group or to hunt as a group. Social bonds begin to form. In
some of the highest species, interpersonal loyalties also form in
special bonds or friendships between particular individuals.

it

The soul is the primary motivator in the selection of behavior. gq il
Over time a given species finds certain behavior 1o be rewarded Mok
the reward being enhanced survival. It develops and refines the 2=
behavior, the behavior becoming increasingly encoded in the
very make-up of the animal. Underlying this process is motiva-
tion. At the very outset of an innovatign, it is not the species that
motivates new behavior, but species is only a set
with common characieristics. The characteristics
themselves are inherent to the species only becaus of
that species at some point in the past developed them. Each indi-
vidual born to the species has the opportunity to use the common
characteristics essentially unalteredyor 1o begin adapting them ip

behavior of the species. The changed behavior becomes fixed as J

opportunities available, with individual behavior motivated by

the animal itself. Whether or not this happens depends on the l
the underlying instincts for survival and self-improvement on the _ J
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part of each life-entity and on the creativity of individuals who

may,change. :

At the very least, new _behavior changes the individual soul.
Each life-entity learns something from each experienc
ies that expert to its next incarnation. The reason a single
species may not change much in its patterns of behavior over the
millenia is that the individuals using the species learn what it has
to teach, then move on. Then new individuals come to use th
species, learn its lessons, and again move on. Just as Grade One
orever teaches new children the letters of the alphabet, a single
species may forever offe cllesson. Other species, and
man is an example, create for themselve {newlessons. Even so, it
is uncanny how many of our lessons remain the same; we still
haven't learned to stop war, or to cease arguing about politics, or
to calmly accept the loss of first loves. In emotional terms, the
human condition described by Plato two-and-a-half millenia ago
is essentially the human condition today. Children still resist
learning from their parents' example; they're still rambunctious
and often irresponsiblg. Older people are still slowing down, get-
ting overly cautious in their habits, or occasionally acting with all
the recklessness, greed, and foolishness they failed to express
when they were young. People are still people and though every
species evolves, all species evolvw_o_n,p_gg_d_yj.th _indi-
vidual souls. For in human terms, once a soul learns not to make
war, to heed the advice of others, and all the other human
lessons, it is rgady to move on to level ten.

Each incarnation brings to the soul new experiences. It may or
may not learn a lesson the first time; it may or may not even rec-
ognize many of the potential lessons a given experience has to
offer. A simjlar experienge,at different stages of its evolution,will
teach different lessons. Perhaps the soul may even draw opposing

conclusions. As no two souls are ever at a a

of development in all aspects of their being at the same time, the

. potential for leaming from any type of experience is infinite,

\

or may not conceive of doing somethi . The result is
hat the species may change, and the soul-race using the species )
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As the soul grows, it requires mor learning oppor-
tunities. The learning potential of any vehicle is never exhausted,
but it does achieve a diminishing rate of return. When a certain
balance is reached, the soul is rgady to move on. The movement
MSelf-directed,or imposed by the conditions of its envi-
rgnmeny, including the will of the Oversoul. Eventually, how-
ever, from one stage to the n@
because gvolution never halts.

Each of the ten levels of Man's Dimension has a principal les-

son to teach. In the progess there are thousands of lesser lessons
for the soul-race andf personal lessons for
individual souls. Each lesson learned is a lesson that can be

reIe:arncd and exgapded upon at any time. Experienc; is i{lﬁnitely
variable,and any given experience can be turned to infinite varj-

eties of use. Yet somehow the individual must make sense out of |
all its experience. It does this through a series of processes that

experience with all its previous experiences. We do this each
time we encounter something new. We immediately search our
memories for the most similar experiences we have had so that
we can begin to understand the new experience or to achieve the
best solution to the problem it presents. Never will two events be
precisely the same, but there are degrees of similarity. Familiar
situations may be easily handled, but may also be a source of
continuing problems. Each of us must learn to handle our own
chronic problems and deficiencies, trying to strengthen our
weaknesses wherever we can. The more we learn about a particu-
lar event or condition enables us to deal with it more effec-
tively—or less ineffectively.

Consolidation is not just an informal process of evolution. To
the soul it is¢he essence of growth) The soul must physically
consolidate its own living energies so that it can continue to build
a healthy pattern of growth. After each incarnation it consolidates
its experiences into the living energy of its own being. Lessons
earned are explored for their most lasting significance. They are
- compared with experiences from earlier incarnations to see if
previous conclusions can be improved upon or modified. This

. ————

are collectively termed consolidation. 'Y
s the means by which the soul relates gach new) * I
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' but forges its own unique experiences within that course. As the
~> fsoul becomes morefmature) it is able to_take more and morg
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@ base of experience, understanding, and"Wisdom 1S then carried

** forward to the next incarnation. After every two incarnations or
so, a greater form of consolidation occurs. This is a life-cycle
consolidation, when a complement of experiences has been gath-
ered which are directed toward a given learning task. These life-
cycles then combine to form stages within a level; when enough
stages have been achieved to meet the needs of that level, the
soul can advance to a new soul-race. Then a new_set of experi-
ences and challenges are set before the soul, and a new set of
stages and life-cycles. In time, the soul reaches the Human Level,
at which point it must prepare for yet another transition, the tran-
sition to an entirely new physical plane.

e soul consolidates not just its experiences but the material
of its world. It incorporates the energy of its host plane into the
substance of its self. To join a_ngw plage is to begin to use new
forms of energy as source material. This implies that new mech-
anisms must be put in place and that the individual soul must

repare itself for these changes. The process of evolution, then, is

'
,, a ope gf .contmuogg a.ﬂg. gtauoq and growth. If growth stops, the
gntity is in danger. If it is in danger, iT1s more urgently motivated

to progress. And thereby nature achieves a measure of balance.
The life-entity evolves in its general course as required by nature,

responsibility for its own evoluytion. It improves its abilities of
—> | self-direction. Its state of being as a living entity, therefore, can
be measured by(its sense of responsibility}to its own being and to
—» | others, and by its ability to direct the events of its own life.
Man's Dimension, the first four levels are devoted to learn-
ing to manipulate the biological organism and introducing the
growing soul to the principles to be learned from this life-dimen-
sion. The next four levels are devoted to expanding these initial
lessons and preparing individual evolution in a more conscious
and controlled manner. The souls of these levels also begin to
look forward (from the soul's perspective, as opposed to that of
the animal organism) to their future state as human souls. At this
point, however, the view is hazy and indistinct; the soul is not yet

-
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sufficiently@ature)to consistently direct its experience in its own
best interests. This(maturitydoes not develop until the Human
Level itself, and only then when the soul is very nearly ready to
transcend to level ten.

Until then, the soul pursues very much an animal existence. Its
interests are those of predation and avoiding predators. It
attempts to find successful patterns of life as it can within what-
ever species or organism it is currently using. And it begins to
show its personal degree of motivation. There are souls that are

reatly motivated, taking on more challenges for themselves thane-
t%eir peers, and those that are content to follow the paths blazed
by others. In short, the animal consciousness becomes increas-
ingly similar to human consciousness. If we look with unbiased
eyes, we can see much of ourselves in the higher mammals—not
because they are like us, but because they share with us a family
of characteristics, the characteristics of Mammalia.

This is why the patterns of usage of the animal vehicles have
developed the way they have. Each stage has a specific intent,
engineered into the way each and every soul of this life-dimen-
sion must evolve. The patterns wcre&bexplicitlx created by a

. ) <
higher consciousness, as we often suggest our ordered cosmos g
has been’created by God, but ather by the timely and fortuitous G
decisions_of virtually gumberEess(in" glv@uaia%aking their best Jea—
<—
i

possible decisionssat each turn of their progression. This gradual
building of patterns is the essence of evolution. While not
immutable, it does have a malleable strength. Like steel wire, it
Tam Beshaped, stretched, twisted, and altered in many ways, but
resists radical change. It is tempered to bend rather than bredR———
The souls of Man's Dimension have their route of progression
Taid out for them by the very fact that they belong to this life-
dimension. I hope in a future book to deal with{the issues that
caused these particular souls to draw together in this particular
life-dimension)but for now it is enough to say that they have
Cgommon needskhat are best served by this life-dimension. The«—
first nine levels lead the soul from the simple experience of
Serpentia to the exploration of ‘higher principles at the Human
Level. The soul thereby grows from an entity concerned only}}
f

with its own continuance to one concerned wi well being o

Othsl SI O ——
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8 = ( groduct of our experience)It is the engineering of our experienc:
that tells us whether and when we are prepared to make the deci-

-

PRIOR

sions that will lead us to higher worlds,
Here you must begin to rationalize your own feelings about

moving on to other worlds. We all know the trials of this world,
the unhappiness and pain that this transient life in flesh can
engender. While there is no permanent bliss as promised by
many spiritual gurus and prophets, there are indeed happier
states—or at least, worlds in which the pursuit of happiness is

uch easier. However, if you are not happy in_ this world,
chances are you are not readx to _be happy elsewhere, either.
Your world and your experience are making your decisions for
you at every step. You interact with your world, and your reac-
tions guide your progress. You can fight your progress or foment
it; you can accept your hard knocks or try 1o overcome them as
you are able.

However you choose to approach it, your life is largely the

your l11¢ 1

result of your overall mindset, a culmination of all your previous

decisions and experiences. This process sets up many of your
future experiences{your mindset has much to do with how you
will interact with them, as well)If you find this world to be too
difficult, the challenge of overcoming your problems too great,
then you are probably not ready_yet to consider another world in
light of what it has to offer. Instead, you might view it as a form
of escape, and what you are trying to escape from is your own
self. This you cannot do, but you can, ever so slowly, and usually
only after several incarnations, change how you interact with
your life, What you do in this incarnation is only one battle 1n a
long war (an analogy, I'm sure, originating in my own aggressive
natural history as a human and a soul) or gng gpportunity in
many to develop something more positive from within yourself;
The soul does not always recognize these truths. Nor does it
always act to foment them. However, it is much more likely to do
so than is the much frailer human mind. In this context, then, the
slightly (and I emphasize "slightly") less-evolved soul of the sev-
enth level is really trying to offset its fondness for power and
action by using vehicles more inclined to passivity. However,

N
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&these vehicles are frau i eir own deficiencies, as al i

es are. It is the {combination 'of experience that builds the
wholesome experience of the soul, not any one type. A_mq-
tration on any aspect or character generally results in an

Unhealthy obsession, which can only be cured by offsetting
eernences of En EEEosue b_r expansionary naturg, Like the child
ho borrows the same book from the school library wegk
week, the opportunity to grovg%
the comfortable and familiar.(Growth means risk/and the pursait

of unknown things; y

L. 3

eme o o g

The soul is molded by such experiences, shaping its internal _
self in part by the animal devotion to the continuation of species
expressed through its offspring. This is not an orderly growth of
experience, but one that creeps into the awareness at all levels as
the animal experi es to build the so

: I use the word_build" deliberatety-TTesist the woirwhange,"
* because the sggls acquiring{more selfjquantitatively as well as,
qualitatively,aS 1t evolves. While this indeed mc%it 1S c@- ,
stantly changing, its change is progressive. The soul is actually
being built and shaped by its incarnate experience. It becomes
what it one, and this means its change is constantly orient-
ing 1t to new directions. In the context of Man's Dimension, the
‘ soul is migrating from a very minimally aware form of con-
[ SCiousness to an active, thinking, decision- mWW)
\developed conscmuswhe €motioNT grow a sult of wiat
. the soul brings to the animal world, but this begmmng spark is

nurtured and shaped by the terrestrial experiences.
Each incarnation adds something to the emotional development

of*the entity; while the soul adds its tiny bit to the overall evolu-
tion of each biological Species it uses, the organisms themsglve
Change the soul 1n major ways. We become,as souls,what the’
experience of this world allows or enables us to become. We
become very much animal souls; our living energy is formed and
shaped by animal experience and is indelibly organized to foment

“mmmal-like consciousness in the Afterlife as well in as the terres-
trial world.

* -




Chapter 30
The Final Path

-’&
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It is not my intent to sketch out my human incarnations in this
book; there have not been many, only five counting this one.
Instead, I have sought to trace the general steps and stages of the
soul's evolution through the lower orders. This evolution, as you
are by now aware, is not controlled entirely by biological forces.
Rather, it is controlled by the specific forces of the evolution of
life-entities. A life-entity, while it may indeed use biological
organisms as corporeal vehicles, is not constrained to evolving
within such organisms.

In fact, the life-entities that use our terrestrial earth for their

evolution are only some of the lifeforms of this plam;t

planes of Earth are inhabited. Each plane is a portion of a physi-
cal spectrum of material energy; this material spectrum is itself
just one level of universe in a universe of infinite levels or
aspects of self. Just as our surface minds are only one aspect of
our individual consciousness, our terrestrial plane is only one
physical aspect of our planet. And beyond both mind and matter
lies an infinite universe.

Nor is life constrained to this planet. There are other inhabited
planets in the cosmos. There is evidence to suggest that some
lifeforms have already developed interplanetary travel and have
visited Earth. But even within our own planet, there are many
forms of life we scarcely suspect exist. They live beyond our
spatial realm, sharing the material nature of this planet. We form
just one type of life in_numberless varieties of lifeforms; our
world is just one world in an infinite variety of worlds, worlds
that are separated by space, time, and physical construcfs we
have not even begun to contemplate.

It is a useful exercise to let our minds wander over the potentigl
realities of our world and our universe. Though we may not be
exactly right all the time, we will develop many useful ideas that
will lead us to better understandings of our physical existence.
Just as Darwin provided a focal point in our understanding of the
evolution of biological species, we need to develop a similar
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focal point in our understanding of the development of life. And
just as Darwin inevitably failed to tell us the whole story of bio-
logical evolution—a story biologists have yet to fully unravel—
this book tells only a portion of the evolution of a single type of
life-entity, that is, the human soul. It says virtually nothing of the
many billions of other types of life-entities throughout the known

and unknown universe. )

Nor does it tell the the development of the soul.
It picks up somewheré%n the middle bf the story, at the ppint at
which the soul joins our earth-plane in a fundamental change in
s evolutionary direction. The soul itself originates on another
plane and gvolves through several planes and numerous types of
vehicles before it joins this plane. It joins Serpentia as a_ver
ng soul and evolves quickly through Serpentia and the lower
orders of Mammalia. It then joins the Human Level for many
years. The soul's stay in the Human Level can last many cen-
turies and sometimes millenia. In time, though, the soul does
move on.

When it does, the new experience is stillggery simila)to what
we are familiar with here. This may sound strange, because how
can another plane, constructed of less stable and less dense mate-
rial than atoms, provide a lifestyle similar to that of terrestrial
earth? The answer is simple. The souls that move on to this new
plane are still very much oriented to a human experience. They
reconstruct similar experiences in their new world because that is
what is|familiar\to them. Their new world, however, offers a
freedom that they could never find in this terrestrial world. They
have far more freedom to shape the material of their new world
than we have to shape our atomical environment. If a soul wants
to move or create a mountain, it simply collects the necessary
forces of consciousness (such tasks can involve a number of
souls with a common interest) and moves sufficient energy into
the form of a mountain. In terrestrial terms, of course, to move
mountains we need tremendous amounts of dynamite, trucks,
equipment, time, and human resources. Yet given enough energy

- and time, we can move mountains here, too. The difference is

that in the next world, the task is easier because of the raw mafe-
rial evident there. But the will of the living entities is the same.
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‘ )
& Level nine is where we first learn to concentrate our wishes on

had . 3 3 . .
40 restructuring our environment and lifestyles in a major way. We

call this effort civilization and perceive it to be the process of
developing cities, governments, armies, formal educational insti-
tutions, art, and structured leisure. But civilization can be
expressed in a more generalized context. Civilization is the con-
cept of a collective of individuals actively gshaping every aspect
of their lives,as best they can,for their own mutual advantage.
This is the great advance man has made over the lower orders,
though again it is not such a qualitative difference as it is a quan-
titative difference. Other animals use tools, shape their environ-
ment, and adapt their lifestyles to new circumstances for their
own advantage. But man takes his intrinsic animal skills and
makes much more of them. Ours is a species that concentrates
intellectual energy in a tremendously productive way, changing
our world enormously in a few short centuries. And we will
change it more still.

As we change this world, the principal players of any given

time¢ will move on. We are familiar with biological death; all of
us die. Our greatest contributors eventually leave our race for a
higher race, that of the tenth level. Even in the context of reincar-
nation, no person ever lives twice. If a great person reincarnates,
the personality that made him great was largely forged by the
interaction of a soul with a specific corporeal body. When the
body dies, that specific relationship dies with it. Though the soul
carries with it all its experiences, its next incarnation is with a
new body and this results in a wholefnew ket of interactions
between soul and corporeal organism,

that has never lived before and will never live again. The nucleus

of thatlnewperson has lived in other bodies through many levels

of experience, and experiences encountered through the new

body will change in some modest ways every aspect of its being.

This is the glorious thing about reincarnation; far from being a

Cilted revisiting of earth again and again, it is indeed a rebirth,
t

he creation of aersonality that rises out of all the person-

L B

ﬁVhen a baby is born, there is a brand new person, a pm

-

-
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alities that have gone before, and out of the life and experiences
to come.

The soul @move on. It fulfills its needs for this plane and
mustimove on to another. A soul that completes some great task
on earth can find itself liberated from the need to reincarnate in
our terms. It is probably safe to say that the Einsteins and
Beethovens and Darwins of the world have freed themselves
from the need to reincarnate within this world. However, they
will have joined level ten, and there follow the specific reincar-
national practices associated with that level's host plane.
~The central principle of reincarnation is a common one, for it is
cyclical as many things in the universe are. It provides an oppor-
tunity for new growth, stabilized experience, rest, and consolida-
tion. Each of these aspects of life are essentTar regardless of ho
highly evolved an entity becomef/As Genesis says, even God
rested when his task was done. Undoubtedly God, once rested,
chose for himself a new task.

Level ten is the label I am applying to an experience that

appears again and again in human mythology. This is the life of

eternal growth that lies beyond the Afterlife; it is the window to
the soul's future. The world in which level-ten souls incarnate is a

~ different plane than the Afterlife. It is a world that supports
growth and life, as does terrestrial earth, rather than a world for
resting following an incarnation. Still, it is similar in some ways
to our Afterlife, because the Afterlife is a major force in prepar-
ing us for our eventual passage to the higher plane. Such aspects
include an ability to shape matter easily and to develop skills of
cooperation_between souls. These skills are practiced in our
world, too, but I have already alluded to the greater difficulties
we have here in expressing them.

Level ten is an expression of human values in our highest
terms. This is the higher world described in much of our mythol-
ogy and literature and religion. It differs from the Afterlife in that
it s more than a way station, It is a working plane in which new
things are developed and exploited, whereas the Afterlife is more

. .an area of experimentation, trial, and rest.

The need for the new world should be obvious to us. While
many of us cry out (consciously or unconsciously) for a place of
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permanent rest, none of us would be satisfied for long in such a
place. There is no permanent bliss: all of life is a(growmgk:xperl-

ence; you grow or atrophy. Because atrophying is not a pleasant
prospect we all grow. When we are tired, we rest. When we are
rested, we are eager 1o learn more, do more, and periodically
widen our horizons. No world can contain any soul forever; no
soul can be content to stop its evolution. We will always grow.
Some may see this as a gloomy prophesy. It is not. It is the
most beautiful thing about being alive. It assures you that you
will always have time to correct your mistakes, that no error of
yours or your loved ones will be forever pumshed or be a perma-
nent blockage in your progress. You will always overcome your
problems, no matter how great they are. But you should be aware
that some problems take more than one lifetime to defeat, and
that each incarnation will bring with it new challenggs. It's

largely your own personal(efforts/that result in you defeating

your problems and crowning your achievements. The choice is

yours: you can rush forward, move slowly and carefully, or rest.
And when tired of rushing, you can slow down; when eager to
move faster, you can speed up; when rested, you can start out
again. You have to be the judge of your own needs; you have to
provide your own motivation and impetus. It is rarely the world

Past Lives Recaptured 285

1]

Ultimately, each of us must satisfy our own mind as to the'
validity of such phenomena as past-life recall. I am satisfied
because no other gxplanation resolves all the information and
experiences I have come by in the past decade. Having come to
accept reincarnation, the existence of higher beings as guides,
and the soul's survival of bodily death, I can see how these fac-

tors work dynamically together in every aspect of my life. We all
use past-life recallGubconsciously Jall the time. We cannot do

anything without some influence from our past lives. The reason
——p»is simple. We are the manifestation oi our experience. Things
seem significant because we have learned that they matter, or we

associate them with something familiar. We also juxtapose our
experience with things we have not yet experienced: we ma

% become interested in something new because we recognize it a
( SO

mething we have not yet explored to a satisfactory degree.

Each level of the life-dimension has its particular series of tasks
and lessons, organized in major and minor blocks in the three sets
of three levels and the tenth. In the end, the soul emerges more or

less prepared for what is to follow in the next life-dimension. ¢

Concurrent to preparing the self for this higher experience, the
individual soul tries to leave each level and life-dimension a bet-
ter evolutionary vehicle than when it arrived. Thus, each soul

around you that holds you back, but(iou iourself;)When you * joins a level or life-dimensionsthat has been patterned by the\ €~
accept this, your efforts will be aimed most directly at your real experience of all the souls that preceded it. It then has an oppor- /€

needs.

One final word. No one should be offended or amused at the
thought of having reincarnated as other animals. Although this is
not our culture's habitual way of thinking, we must recognize

tunity to alter that pattern for the better, if it can. This is all a part
Of gvolution, as the shifting scene adapts to new individuals and
e ———— ~
new external conditions, However, overall there is a structure and
pattern. Each soul must fulﬁll certain requirements of experience

how little our physical sciences have learned about the human *
life force. Apart from measuring a few brain waves{science has
learned nothing about the nature and substance of life ) Think
about it. Although some people can be quite smug about the
achievements of science and are sometimes derisive of such ideas
as reincarnation and past-life recall, such opinions derive from
ignorance. It is easy to view oneself as being open-minded or
objective while actually catering to one's own biases. Too often,
these biases are the products of a popular culture that has learned

before it can move on to the next level. It must learn its lessons

female, it must fend off predators, sometumes other bears, that
threaten its young. Lifg becomes @Esponsibility) responsibility
which becomes more and i In this second incar-
*> | = nation in Minor Omnivora, my first young are my last. I am

by
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