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When you are advised to wear “Something borrowed, some-
thing blue,” do you know why?

In Europe people used to decorate themselves anid even their
livestock with blue. It went on to become a lucky color for brides
as weell,

When it is announced that “wedding bells are ringing.” do
yvou know what that really means? Bells were for centuries re-
garded as a way to drive away evil spirits; particalarly the "evil
eye,”’

It is considered very good luck if the family cat comes and
sits next to the biide ata wedding at home.

[ England, when the banns to announce an upeoming wed-
ding are read, it is considered unlucky for a couple to hear their
own bann.

Also in England, it 15 very good fortune fora bride to re-
ceive a “lucky kiss” from a chimney sweep when leaving the
churchafter a wedding:

In the United States, as well as certain foreign countries, a
bridegroom who forgets his hat is unlikely to prove an unfaithful
and unreliable hushand.

In a number of countries, including Russia, it was the cus-
tomof mothers to give their daughters a necklace of amber
beads on their wedding day. Amber was supposed to make
women smell more desirable to their lovers,

Thowing rice as the couple leaves the church could also in-
volve throwing wheat or corn, or, in the case of Greeks, sugared
almonds, and was meant originallyas a fertility rite, It was in-
tended to grant them many children.

As one superstition has it “If you marry in Lent, you'll never
repent.’

Accarding to the Scottish, if the bride breaks a dish in the
course of a wedding brealkfast, the marriage cannot be expected
Lo prosper.

Seeing a hare (not to be confused with a rabbit) crossing
someone’s path was, in Burope; regarded as so unlucky that
brides would postpone their wedding day and wait until the
following dav.

During Medieval times, every wedding breakfast was gen-
erously supplied with lettuce, widely considered to be an aphro-
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dizstac. Hmmmm . —Sharon Corter %
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