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“Aaron and the Golden Calf,” Peter, sermon, 1637C
AARON, MAN WITH WITHERED HAND, 1664D,-66D
Abaddon, chief of staff of Caligastia, 602A
abandonters, 452C, artistic skill, social adaptability,
cleverness, 493D
creations of agents of ADs and .. ., 416A
teaching language of superuniverse, 631B
abbreviations in the Concordex, see p. 49 cncrdx
Abel, needed more age, 848D
Abila (Nathaniel's work place), 17678
ability, always has an ancestral foundation, 507D
and intelligence, some of most valuable strains lost to
world, 714D
devote to development of higher powers of mind and
spirit, 1519B
enhanced for edification of reaim, 508A
implies gift of foresight, . . . vision, 17798
is inherited, skill is acquired, 17798
is measure of opportunities, 1876D
special human a., 3 possible sources of, 507D
to comprehend, mortal passport to Paradise, 290D
to learn, marks beginning of a. m. s., 739A
will gain recognition as you ascend, 508A
Abimelech, Abraham, Jacob, J knew traditions of, 1387B
appropriated wife of Abraham, 1022D
Abiram and Segub, buried in walls of Jericho, 981B

@ ABNER, (of Hebron, Bethlehem, Philadelphia, head of

Engedi colony, church in south and east, 1627B,-48D,
1772B, 1801C,-25B,-33D)
[ ]
and Andrew, difficulty in upholding courage of ..., 1644B
and J at Engedi, 1605C
and Lazarus, visited by morontia Jesus, 20418
associate of, won Rodan as disciple of Jesus, 1772B
at variance with all leaders of church, 1831D
bitterly opposed Paul’s version of J’ teachings, 1832A
chief of, gospel teachers, preachers, 1800C
J' 70 teachers, 1626C, 1817A
John the Baptist's aposties, 1626C
John (Baptist’s) supporters, 1624C
the 70, 1817A
choice (his) of Urmia teachers unfortunate, 1491D
David was financial overseer for A kingdom, 18698
died at 89 (November 21 A.D. 74), 1832B
efforts consolidated favorable kingdom sentiment, 1789C
faithful to the end, 18328
head of the 70 teachers, 1626C
headquarters at Hebron, 16788
heard of piot to kill J, 1933A
help from A sought by Cymboyton’s son, 1491D
(his austere missionaries lost many lands, (Arabia too) to
J’ teachings), 1051A
his failure to win Arabia led to (start) of islamic r, 1051B
his teachers were unyielding and uncompromising,
caused failure of Urmia school, 1491D
J advised, “fellowship all your brethren,” 2041D
J sent “death” message to A, 1966D
J spent time with A and associates, 1788D,-98BC
John (Baptist) fond of A, 1497D
last time A saw J in flesh, 1870D
Lazarus felt safe with A, 1849D
made head of gospel teachers, preachers, 1800C
“manifest loving devotion to A in the East,” (J), 1959C
moved headquarters to Bethlehem, 1771C
Nathaniel visited A for year after crossing with Peter, 2058C
Philadelphia center for large interests of kingdom, 18698

ABNER (cont'd)
philosophy more Babylonian than Hellenic, 1831D
resisted Paul’s attempts to change J’ teachings, 1831D
synagogues surreptitiously opened to A, 1741D
teaching 3 times a day, Philadelphia, 1831C
uncompromising attitude, 20728, 1051A
women’s work placed under A, 1808C

Abnerian, Christianity overwhelmed by sudden rise of

Islam, 18698, 1051AB
kingdom of heaven, 18698

aborigines, 728D
abortion, child killing, cannibalism, 770C
Australian a., focus reiigion upon the clan, 1132B
Australian, African, miserabie remnants, 764B
Australian, never developed tribal form of govt., 788C
Australian, prayers antedated belief in spirits, 994C
caves led to the underworid, 945C
Eskimos, sole survivors of original Urantia a., 700C
Pygmies have no religious reactions as a class, 1010C
six colored races, mutated from the a., 701B

abortion and infanticide, virtuaily exterminated some tribes,

770C, (940A)

@ ABRAHAM, 13408

a chosen individual, 1018C

ancestry partly Hittite, tongue Andonite, 896D

and Isaac, 981C

and Melchizedek, the great Urantian agreement, 1020D

became terrified with fear of murder, 1022D

“before A was, | am,” (J), 1750B,-86C,-97C

by faith justified and made aware of salvation, 1682D

children of, do not disdain because of ..., 1732B

conversations were with Melchizedek, not God, 1023C

exhibited cowardice, why, 1023A

forewent Egyptian honors for spiritual work, 1019C

forsook sun worshippers, believed in El Elyon, 1598C

found distant relative on Egyptian throne, 10198

geneaiogy confused, months and years, 857D

Hebrew priests invented Noah's flood for genealogy, 874D

introduced tithing system, 10168

Isaac, Jacob, “l am God of,” 1900C,-06A

Jacob, Abimelech, 1387B

Jews edited records to exalt, 1024A

married his half-sister, 918D

MELCHIZEDEK'S COVENANT WITH, 1020B

Meichizedek’s covenant with A propaganda pattern, 1027B

name changed from Abram, 1021A

not racial father of all the Hebrews, 1055A

offspring formed nucleus of Jewish people, 1055A

others as prepared as A for Salem doctrine, 1018C

pharisee convert gave all his (wealth) to apostolic
treasury, 1666B

resorted to barbarous practice, 1018A

seed of A will sit down with gentiles, 1828C

SELECTION OF A, THE, 1018

sincere, thoroughly, 1021C

spoils of Egyptian battles he led given to A, 1019C

three times, this brave man exhibited real cowardice,
1023A

victory over Chedorlaomer, 1018A

waged war for Egyptian King, refative, 1019C

words of Moses, Scriptures, not in existence before A, 1767C

“...you are Abraham'’s seed, yet...,” (J), 1796D

ABRAHAM (young Sanhedrin member) baptized, 1665D,

-66C
conversion of young A upset Jewish leaders, 1672D

Absalom, demagogue, 1073C
ABSOLUTA (space potency, 126B), 469C
absolute, (see also “ABSOLUTE,” and “Absolutes” befow)

actuals (3), 1151B, 1262BC
and subabsolute, 7B




FROM THI; ARCHIVES

Marl Kulicke, Fditor

REMINISCENCES OF AN EARLY FORUM MEMBER

AN INTERVIEW WITH

CLYDE BEDELL

Tke following article almost wholly consists of
transcribed excerpts from a taped interview with
Clyde Bedell conducted by Barbara Kulieke in
1983, a little over one year before Clyde's death.

Clyde Bedell joined the Forum in 1924 before
the Urantia Papers had begun arriving. Clyde
remained a member of this group for over 30 years
until it was replaced by the Urantia Brotherhood
and First Urantia Sociery in Chicago. Clyde was
a member of the Brotherhood until his death in
1985. He thus had over 60 years of involvement
with the Fifth Epochal Revelation of truth 1o our
Dlaner.

Clyde first related how he came to be
involved in the Forum:

“I was living in "Téxas, in Dallas, in 1921-22. My
mother who had been down there with me for
the entire summer preceding had gone back north
. . . and she wrote that her doctor wanted her to
have an exploratory operation. Well, that fright-
ened me. We were very close. I quit my job and
went north. I wanted to be on hand if that were
done. It was and she was found to have cancer
and died quite soon after that.

“Meanwhile, as soon as I got up there, I went
to look for a job in Chicago . . . I responded to
an ad for an advertising agency wanting a
copywriter . . . Well, I immediately made a good
friend in this agency by the name of Lister
Alwood, a man much my senior but a gifted writer.
And we became very close friends . . . We would
write things about emotional response and that
sort of stuff. He was a religious man, as [ was.

“Before I left [the agency] . . . a girl came
there to work by the name of Florence Evans . . .
I asked her for a date and was given a rain check
which I never cashed in because I left pretty sud-
denly . . . Lou Hennig offered me a job in San
Francisco . . . I joined him in San Francisco. 1
was there for two years . . . It was a great place.
And a great job.

“Then I received from my friend Lister Al-
wood a long telegram . . . He had applied for a
job, had not got it and decided from the inter-
view that . . . perhaps I was better suited to it
than he . . . I applied and I got the job . . . I ar-
rived in Chicago and of course the first person
I saw was Lister Alwood . . .’ had Sunday din-
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what it was all about or what be talked about now:
" Can't remember. Buf o know that the second

ner at his home, I would imagine a day or two
after I got there . . . He asked me if I would like
to go Sunday afternoon with him to a Forum
meeting at the home of an eminent Chicago psy-
chiatrist.

“I asked a few questions and he said, ‘Well,
Sadler is a fantastic speaker; he talks about all
sorts of things. Discussion may go in any direc-
tion. But hes a fascinating, interesting, brilliant
man. . . . I said it sounded great, I'd like to go.
So that first Sunday I had dinner at Lister’s home
and we then went to Dr. Sadler’s Forum at 533
Diversey.

“It was extremely interesting — I have no idea
it or what he talked about now.

person I saw in Chicago was Florence Evans
whose address I had . . . I called her . . . Made
a date and had a date at once . . . It must have
gone fairly well because at the end of the [my]
first Forum meeting, which was, I think the 24th
of September, 1924, T went to Dr. Sadler and said,
‘T wonder if I can bring a young woman into this
Forum meeting next Sunday’ . .. So the next
Sunday which was on . . . The first Sunday in Oc-
tober, . . . Florence went to the Forum with me
and from late September, early October, 1924,
we have been identified with either the forerun-
ner of the movement, or the Urantia movement
itself. They're interesting circumstances that I
would meet Alwood and Florence in this one ad-
vertising agency, leave it for two years, Alwood
be instrumental in my coming back, he being in
the Sadler Forum and then the girl I married two
years later. . .

“Incidentally, I should mention the fact that
shortly after I joined the Forum, Lister Alwood
was through with the Forum . . . There was quite
a little turnover. There were no limits on what
could be discussed. I think a good many people
in the very early Forum felt years later they had
been circumstanced into it. If that is the case,
what occurred before papers started coming . . .
was of no moment. It’s a strange thing but . . .
many things which you think today we should
have remembered, we do not remember, proba-
bly because we were not supposed to remember
them. What year did the papers begin to come
through? I don’t know. If we had known that such
a thing as an epochal revelation was coming
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through, we would have kept diaries . . . | have
concluded . . . that we weren't supposed to.”

Clyde talks about the Forum process:

“When a paper was read to us for the first time,
we were then asked to ask questions in writing
and bring them in the next week which we would
do. Mr. Kellogg would sort them out, eliminate
duplicates, and so on. And then maybe six months
later, the paper would come back again modified
and amplified by the answers to the questions we
would ask.

“I believe, Florence did too, and I'm sure
some other oldtimers did, that there were com-
munications’ coming. through which may have
been a testing on the part of the revelators or un-
seen friends . . . testing whether or not this group
would react rationally or fanatically or what not
to some psychic phenomena, to something oc-
cult. We had reason to believe in those old days
that there were several groups in the United States
that were being checked and tested. We weré
quite certain that there was a group in Omaha that
was being tested, checked, probably to see wheth-
er or not the leader of the group was the kind
of person who could be trusted with such a reve-
lation, and whether or not the members were also
the type that would react rationally and reasona-
bly. And of course in my opinion, no one better
than Dr. Sadler could have been found. He was
a fantastic man.

“The Contact Commission were all Forum
members, that is the few who went with Sadler
sometimes when the papers were coming through
. . . They were all Forum members . . . Dr. Wil-
liam, Dr. Lena, Bill Sadler, his son, the three Kel-
loggs, one of whom, the daughter, I think, was
there very rarely. And then a doctor whose name
I can’t recall who was in the Forum. I have it in
my papers somewhere.

“The papers were revised until Paper 196 had
been presented, questions asked, and then an-
swers brought into the text which would amplify
and so forth”

Regarding secrecy:

“Anything in the form of an important document
or paper that supposedly has a mysterious source,
but that is to be ultimately a completely integrated
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A Forum Dedicated to Planetary Outreach

Dedlcated to Independent Outreach
Two Pioneers: Clyde Bedell « M. Sek Seklemian

Religion does need new leaders, spiritual men
and women who will dare to depend solely on
Jesus and his incomparable teachings. ...These
spirit-born souls will quickly supply the lea-
Jership and inspiration requisite for the so-
sial, moral, economic, and political reorgani-
tation of the world. [2082:last])

learly, both Clyde and Sek would not have
wanted attention paid to the plain fact
that they were such leaders solely depend-
ing on Jesus' teachings, nor would they have
stood still when acknowledged for this kind

»f exemplary leadership. Nevertheless, their:
vell-recognized work was necessary for the -

svolutionary progress and the forward move-
nent towards disseminating The URANTIA
3ook and its most important teachings on this
spiritually-needy world.

Who were these brothers, and how could
hey so fearlessly and consistently minis-
:er to their fellows and support them in their
»ersonal transformation? Without thoughtlessly
copying how they ministered, how can we re-
state in our lives what worked for them so
nagnificiently?

Clyde Bedell was born in 1898. When he
vas a young man of 26 he joined Drs. William
and Lena Sadler's Forum in Chicago. Clyde
-emained a Forum member, and when The
URANTIA Book became finally published
n 1955, he became one of the first true
lisseminators of this epochal revelation for
slanetary uplift.

M. 'Sek' Seklemian also served some eighty
rears plus on this earth before he was gra-
luated. He knew Clyde professionally for de-
cades. ‘At about the same age Clyde joined
‘he Forum, Sek gave up "on standard chur-

ches including ‘off-beat' religions". It ‘was
not until "the departure of my loved [wife]
into the unknown" that -Sek's spiritual
truth-seeking adventure began. Five years
later, in 1977, Clyde enclosed a sheet of
paper describing The URANTIA Book to
his comrade. ""Who knows--maybe I should look
into this™, Sek thought, "I've known Clyde
for years. If he's involved it can't be all
bad.' "?

Equipped with The URANTIA Book, ard
naturally, with The Concordex of The
URANTIA Book, Sek left Santa Barbara on a
Saturday morning and flew to New York to
prepare for a big promotional presentation the
coming Monday. "Sunday evening I put down the
Book. I had not slept a wink or paused to eat.
I hadn't done a stitch of my planned work
either, That evening I wrote a note. 'Dear
Clyde: You successfully ruined my weekend.' "2

How many weekends did Clyde "ruin" over
his many years of independent ministry? And
how many more of his spiritual brothers and
sisters did Sek consequently empower with
our great teachings? We don't know numbers,
Clyde and Sek did not even care about num-
bers. They fearlessly dedicated their life's
work to finding the many who are now ready
and hungry for the URANTIA papers and
their teachings.

Fearlessly? Yes, Sek told us one study
group night that he totally believed that his
heavenly Father would not put him in any
situation he could not handle together with.
the Father. That pure faith was a result of
living the teachings in his daily life. He
listened to Jesus, he followed his inner
guidance, and he dedicated himself to
independent outreach. :

Center

for URANTIA Book Synergy

{(Inc.)



‘Said Jesus, "...Let all mankind benefit
“from the overflow of your loving
spiritual ministry, enlightening intel-
lectual communion, and uplifting social
service; but none of these humani-
tarian labors, nor all of them, should
be permitted to take the place of
- proclaiming the gospel. These mighty
ministrations are the social by-pro-
ducts of the still more mighty and
sublime ministrations and transforma-
tions wrought in the heart of the
kingdom believer by the Spirit of Truth
and by the personal realization that the
faith of a spirit-born man confers the
assurance of living fellowship with the
eternal God." [1931:2]

"The Gods have decreed, 'It is more blessed
to give than to receive,' and said your Master
Son, 'He who would be the greatest among you
let him be server of all.'" [316:5])

Clyde was such a server. He served us all
through the monumental labor of love involved
in creating the handiest tool in the study of
the Urantia papers, the Concordex of The
URANTIA Book. While severely impaired by
failing eyesight, he assidiously worked on
improving and enlarging the third and forth-
coming edition of the Concordex. For him
the Gods had decreed; for him his Master
had charged him; he listened and followed
his own inner guidance.

You can express that same desire for out-
reach and service to your fellows, harmo-
nizing with the leadings of your "divine
lover" [2094:1), in your own pace, your own
way and according to your own capacity for
increasing faithfulness and diminishing fear-
fulness. Service is a very personal and
powerful thing. It must be based on indepen-
dent decisions, your own decisions, more and
more decisions. Service is at one and the same
time a very social thing. It can only be done
in a social setting, it is most often effec-
tively done in a group, due to the synergistic
effect. But whether individual or group,
your service in working for the Kingdom,
must be in harmony with your own inner gui-
¢ ince. It can't be legislated. The harmoniz-
ing working group may offer wisdom,
still, the individual must act.

For instance, it appears that it has be-
come quite fashionable for some readers to
accept the conjecture that the world is not
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ready for The URANTIA Book. Therefore,
it has been concluded, we should not do
anything public, stay away from public
ministry, refrain from public outreach to
acquaint sisters and brothers with our superb
teachings. Never mind what the Book teaches!
“...You should no longer say it is such
and such a time until the harvest. ...I tell
you the fields are already white for the
harvest. He who reaps receives wages and
gathers this fruit to eternal life; conse-
quently the sowers and the reapers rejoice
together.' " [1615:2)
"The world is now ready for The
URANTIA Book!" This quote from one of
our highly  theologically trained local
readers is in complete conformity with our
Master's assertion from some 1960 years ago.
Said Sek, "[People] are crying for help.
How can we sit still? We have what the
world is searching for and how can we reach
them? How can we have these glad tidings
of great joy and not explode? I heard one
of our readers say, 'It is the message of
the Book ... you don't need to mention the
Book at all. As long as you give them hope
and love, and the essence of God's message.'
I say, 'Okay, let's do that., Let's forever
be ready to give the glad tidings. But
let's do more.' ... You talk to a man about the
glad tidings, and you give him food for a

continued on page 6
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